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FEW REAL RADIO CRITICS 


& Ag eed 





A. K's Jig in California Ballroom 


7 While Flaming 


Long Beach, Cal., June 13. 

Catering to the older generation, 
Twin Ballroom here is playing to 
capacity nightly in one of its ball- 
rooms with oldtime dances. In the 
second ballroom, under the same 
roof, hotcha dancing is offered for 
the younger generation but busi- 
ness is not so hotcha. 

Only in this city of transplanted 
Iowans could this be possible. 

Oldtimers 

Dance announcements bring tears 
of joy from the locals who still have 
a few whirls left. They’re Waltz, 
Oxford Minuet, Schottische, Nas- 
sovrenne, Paul Jones, Tag Waltz, 
Trilby and Two Step. After they 
run out it starts all over again. 

Few of the dancers have far to 
go to reach the allotted three score 
and 10. Indications of rheumatism 
and charley horse only make them 
struggle gamely. They ail look 
happy and peppy but its an even 
bet that Long Beach goes over- 
board on arnica sales. 

Six-piece orchestra supplies the 
music with one of the boys doubling 
as a ‘caller out.’ Let him call one 
of the ‘grab your partners’ wrong 
and there’s a riot. He must be a 
specialist. 

A.K. spot has been operating for 

(Continued on page 39) 


BACK-TO-THE-SOIL MOVE 
FOR SHOW FOLK GAINS 


Minneapolis, June 13. 
Thrown out of employment by 
Pas closing of the theatre, a group of 








iy 64 he swanky Minnesota (Publix) 
YD <  eatre ushers have leased a large 
% .arm and will operate it on a co- 
q operative basis. Several of the boys 
are U. of Minnesota students who 


worked at the showhouse. Others 
are married and have families. The 
wives and children will trail to the 
farm, too. 

The ‘back to the farm’ movement 
also is gaining impetus in other 
local theatrical circles. A number 
of idle film salesmen have an- 
nounced their intention of taking 
up agriculture for an existence. 


One Film Set at 1 Bereaie 
So Natives ( Can Be Extras. 


June 13. 





Kernville, Cal, 


price on & 


oe ard 


Rental 
has been 
) George Brown. Serial picture to be 
4 made by Van Beuren got the west- 
% ern street set for $75 per day in- 
‘ stead of the usual $100. 

b.! teduced rate is not to induce} 
more location companies to come 
here from Hollywood, 180 miles 
away, but to help out the town's} 
unemployed. Every, time a film 
troupe 


i 100 of em, get jobs as extras, 


film set here | 
lowered by the owner, | 


Youth Fills Roads 


Ransom Insurance 








Hollywood, June 13. 

Local insurance agents have 
found another line. They want 
picture celebs to take out in- 
surance against the kidnapping 
of their children. 

Policy would take care of the 
ransom if the tots were ab- 
ducted. 

Execs are warning the name 
players against such insurance, 
pointing out that knowledge of 
funds available for ransom 
could plant ideas im wrong 
heads, 


POLITICAL GAS 
PLATTERED 
FOR AIR 


Los Angeles, June 13. 

Wax will figure strongly in the 
pre-election political air spiels, ac- 
cording to local dise recording con- 
cerns, who report politicians already 
pricing records for their assaults on 
the voters. 

It is expected that other parts of 
the country will see the same wax 
lava for the coming national elec- 

















tion. So far most interest is being 
shown in this direction among the | 
wets, who are striving for full | 
coverage. Also figured to help get- | 
ting into rural sections that might | 
be overlooked by the chains. 

In view of the federal radio com- 
mission’s ruling that if a station 
allows a politician on its station it 
must allow his opponent like priv- 
ileges, station owners wonder how 
this is going to fit in the case of 
records. 

Question is: ‘If we allow Con- | 
gressman X on the air in person | 
must we also allow Congressman Y | 











on the air on wax? Currently, the | 
wax question is waxing hot. | 
| 10 and 20—No 30 

| Topeka, June 13. 


McOwen stock company called off 
jite usual route and has pitched a 
tent theatre seating 1,200 on fair 
grounds. 
Will do a play a week for the 
summer at 10 and 20, 
Opening June 13. 





; 
Amateur’s Olympic Permit 
Los Angeles, June 13. | 
William A. * ippmean, Jr., has been 
| granted authority by the Federal 
Radio Commission to operate an 
j}amateur transmitter from a cottage 
at the Olympic village here for the | 
next three months. 
Simon-pure will broadcast details 





arrives Kernville’ s residents, | and results of the games to other 


amateurs. ‘ 


|old have 
| poem for 


|presentation of 
| during the Whiteman concert 
|that is to make the American Fed- | 
jeration of Musicians recognize the 


|'Miss Breen's battle 


IEW YORK ‘BIG 3, 
COLUMN To ZN 


Networks and Agencies List 
Foster (‘Telegram’), Por- 
ter (‘Journal’), Reid 
(‘American’) on Top— 
Columnists Read for Gos- 
sip, Not Criticism or Ad- 
vice—Radio Approaching 
Films on Amount of 
Space for Ether Fan Stuff 








EGO ANGLE 





The radio fan press bids fair to 
exceed that of the picture fan pub- 
lications. Result already is that 
New York, as the broadcasting 
centre, has a host of radio scribes, 
commentators, reviewers and syn- 
dicalists, with Chicago, the No. 2 
spot, boasting of its own quota. 
Chi, however, is by no means as 
pretentious as the eastern end. 

But with all the writers on radio, 
the broadcasting stations and the 
advertising agencies ( who, it is now 

(Continued on page 54) 


Radio Bunch Wise to 
B’way’s ‘Move Over’ 


For Soft Pickings 


The many would-be crashers into | 
radio are getting to be a gag with | 
the ether bunch. Both the broad- 
casters and the advertising agencies 
express surprise at the many and 
sundry daily proposals from the 
Broadway mob who would like to 








ease in on the air wave racket. | 


They’re getting the idea fast, 
(Continued on page 35) 








[Picture Dirt Service for Radio Row 
Racket Burning Up the Hays Office 





, No Peeking 





Wealthy Manhattan commut- 
ers who use the railroads still 
have some luxurious club cars 
attached to regular trains. 

But the roads ask them to 
keep the shades down when 
in stations, as they don’t want 
the mob at large to peek un- 
der present conditions, 


KOLLEGE KUTS 
FOR BOOZE 
AGENTS 


Prohibition agents have gone col- 
legiate. They’re seeking to crash in 
on the welcome now accorded col- 
lege lads in the speaks, 

Once the agents used to look like 
stock brokers. Those were the days 
when the Wall Streeters were the 
wet spots’ best behaving and best 
paying customers. Those, too, were 
the days when the campus boys 
were rah-rah. 

Now the brokers worry. Their 
nerves are shattered and they can 




















GLORIFYING UKULELE 


Strumming Symphonic 
Hi-Hat Concert 








Peter De Rose and Charles Har- 
composed a symphonic 
a uke which will be fea- | 
tured by May Singhi Breen in a 
solo during the Paul Whiteman 
iconcert broadcast from the Hotel | 
siltmore, June 18. 

There’s a motive behind 
composition of this tune 
it by 


the 
and the 
Miss Breen | 
and 


uke as a legitimate instrument. 
Miss Breen has been trying to get 

a union card from the A.F.M. as 

a uke player for many months, but 


|has been refused because the union | 


that instrument 
for official rec- | 
ognition of the uke as an instru- 
ment has gotten her many lines in 
pring 


won't recognize 


Poem In| 


7 | 


| minent. 


laws on 


| tives in cashier posts or other posi- 


jthrong the 


no longer be depended upon to pre- 
serve their calm when under the in- 


| fluence, nor settle up as promptly 
| when it’s over. 


Brokers’ Morale Drops 
Apace with the disintegration of 


‘the stock and bond men’s speak- 


easy morale, collegiate conduct has 
steadily improved. The new under- 
grad is a serious, decorous indi- 
vidual. His income, at least, is 
regular. He’s learned how to stand 
securely on his feet when necessary. 
He’s quiet and now sartorially in- 
(Continued on page 36) 





B. O. Personality 


Complete shakeup of the cashier 
situation in RKO theatres is im- 
Aim is to employ only 
lookers of youth and personality. 


+ 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Newest radio-picture racket is the 
syndicating of Hollywood dirt to 
radio stations to be used by local 
announcers after the Winchell 
fashion. 

One chap in the new field has 
285 stations on his list in all parts 
of the country. Material is hipped 
out daily and whispered over the 
ether by each station's own chat- 
terer. 

Hays office got wise to it when a 
transcript of a recent syndicated 
program was sent the office by a 
Western exhibitor. Blueness of the 
stuff started the office on another 
cleanup similar to the campaign 
waged a few months ago when 
local announcers, following the 
Winchell wake, got rough over local 
stations. 

Syndicated stuff doesn’t appear to 
trouble much with the truth or the 
delicacy of the thing. Report of 

(Continued on page 45) 


PACIFIC HOTCHA BOAT 
OFFERS $2.50 FIESTAS 


San Pedro, Cal., June 13. 

Attempt to beat the coast long- 
hairs will be made by Charles Hur- 
ley, San Pedro promoter, who has 
chartered the Panama registered 
steamer ‘Fortuna’ to make nightly 
trips from this port starting June 
30 for the avowed purpose of drink- 
ing and gambling. 

Boat will make the trip to the 
three mile limit where the hot-cha 
will start. Present plans are for 
the ‘Fortuna’ to sail from here at 
8:30 p. m. returning at 2:30 a. m. 
Price for the trip will be $2.50. 
Dinner, including wine, will be 
served for $1.50. 

No information given how the 
boat, is going to beat the Federal 
law ‘which prohibits a boat of for- 
eign registry from taking passen- 
gers from and returning them to 
an American port without touching 
foreign soil. 

Currently there are three gam- 
bling boats located outside the three 
mile limit off Long Beach. Boats 
never enter American ports, pas- 
sengers being transported to and 











Wholesome type preferred, 

Among the unwritten’ theatre) 
the subject is one that 
managers are not to employ rela- 


tions of trust. 


SATURDAY NIGHTS GOING? 


Birmingham, June 13. 

Idea of giving free shows on 
Saturdays and Saturday nights by} 
merchants of small towns is catch- 
ing on. Merchants, as a_ usual 
thing, do the financing of the shows 
when everyone is admitted to the 
theatres free. 

Radio and the current stringency 
is blamed for the fading of the 
Saturdy night crowds that used to 
streets. 





from them in water taxis. Each of 
these boats have been in jams with 
county and Long Beach police and 
for some time injunctions prevented 
the taxis from sailing out of Long 
Beach, Injunction was lifted but 
status of the boats is still pending 
in local courts. Meanwhile, they 
are operating as usual. 


—— 





Auto’s ‘Rain Insurance’ 
. Minneapolis, June 13. 

John Lane, Twin City dancehall 
operator, has a new idea, ‘rain in- 
surance’ for motorists. 

Lane has opened a $1 wash rack. 
If it rains within 24 hours after he 
has his car washed, the automobile 
owner is entitled to another bath 


gratia 
gratis. 



























SEN apo hte 


ae ay ee 


sd Saat te ali 


wtih pict 











































2 VARIETY 


PICTURES 


nent 


Tuesday, June 14, 1939 











Coast Polo Amateurs Howl as 
Picture Malleteers Ring in Ringers 


Los Angeles, June 13, 

Class polo teams of Los Angeles, 
San Diego and Santa Barbara are 
burning over the inclusion of pro- 
fessional polo players on Holly- 
wood’s polo*teams which also have 
picture names as members. Simon 
pures claim the paid players will 
ruin polo’s status as a gentleman’s 
game and put the gee-gee sport in 
the same class as baseball. 

Unlike the A.A.U., American 
Lawn Tennis Ass’n, American Golf 
Ass’n and other sports-governing 
organizations, the American Polo 
Ass'n does not differentiate between 
professional and amateur players. 
To the head men all polo players 
are amateurs. 

Just Between ’Em 
_ If a team chooses to bolster up 
its playing strength with an ace 
player who will take a check after 
the game, that’s between the player 
and the team. 

Practically every Hollywood club 
has one or two ringers in the line- 
up. They’re players who know what 
its all about and who can be de- 
pended on to make the most ama- 
teurish game look like a hot battle. 
They also make the picture names 
look like good players, which is 
what every picture name who 
mounts a pony and goes after a 
ball wishes. 

Most of the paid players are also 
instructors. Outside of playing in 
the scheduled games, they instruct 
the newer players in the fine points 
of the game. 

Another Angle 

Burn from the amateur clubs is 
mostly occasioned from the picture 
teams boosting the salaries of the 
paid players. Before Hollywood got 
into polo a good money player could 
be bought for $500 per month. Re- 
cently the sure-shot boys have been 
getting as high as $2,000 to $2,500 
monthly for making games out of 
what previously were gags. 

Currently there are about 20 polo 
teams in and around Los Angeles 
with an average of eight games 
being played every Sunday. Holly- 
wood is polo conscious and most of 
the games are drawing gocd gates. 
Picture names who have taken up 
polo are responsible for the draw. 
Public would rather see Robert 
Montgomery, Will Rogers, Clark 
Gable and other stars going after 
a ball than all the unknown name 
players of the ace teams. 

Before the picture mob went polo 
there were four teams playing here, 
none of them getting more than a 
slim crowd no matter how big the 
games. 


73 Conventions 
May See Studios 
From Sidewalks 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Using Hollywood as a bait along 
with the Olympic games to attract 
conventions, Los Angeles Chamber 
of Commerce has sold 73 different 
organizations to meet here during 
the Olympiad. With exception of 
three or four of these conventions 
the visitors will be persona non 
grata around the studios, producers 
have decided. 

It is estimated that these con- 
ventions will bring 85,000 visitors 
in addition to 100,000 expected for 
the games. If studios were thrown 
open to the mob the stadiums would 
be deserted. 

Studio gates, however, will be 
opened to members of the N.E.A., 
375 foreign correspondents coming 
to cover the games, 1,200 domestics 
and Canadian reporters and 60 
newspaper boys here in connection 
with a circulation contest. Courtesy 
will be extended to the newspaper 
mob with an eye to planting future 
copy, but for the others there'll be 
no welcome mat. 











+ 





Cohn’s ‘No’ Man 





Hollywood, June 13. 
Harry Cohn, who under the 
influence of Walter Wanger ac- 
quired a colored valet, spread 
it on for the locals at the Santa 


Fe station on his recent hop 
east. 
‘Hey!’ roared the suave 


Cohn, where’s my vallay?’ 

‘I’m right here,’ said the col- 
ored individual tolerantly, ‘and 
it’s valet, sir.’ 


SPECIAL RADIO 
CITY NUMBER 
BY ‘VARIETY’ 


——_—_— 











Announcement is made of a forth- 
coming special ‘Variety’ Radio City 
Number, commemorating the Mid- 
town New York amusement project 
involving the investment of $250,- 
000,000 for Rockefeller Centre and 
the biggest undertaking in the his- 
tory of all show business. 


Issue is to be an exclusive edition 
of S. L. (‘Roxy’) Rothafel, chairman 
of Radio City, and M. H. Ayles- 
worth, president of RKO and NBC. 
It was authorized and endorsed for 
‘Variety’ by Mr. Aylesworth in a 
letter of May 26, last. 


Purpose of the number is to bring 
the progress toward completion of 
this vast enterprise to the attention 
of the amusement world, editors 
and the public in this country and 
abroad, and to identify with the 
work the men who have made it 
possible and upon whose energy 
and enthusiasm the future of the 
institution depends, and throtigh 
them to obtain national and inter- 
national publicity for the many and 
diverse activities for which the 
new entertainment community will 
serve as a centre. 


To the end that the Number may 
be fully representative of the many- 
sided center of American entertain- 
ment, it is being sponsored by the 
RKO Corporation, K. A. O. Corpo- 
ration, Radio-Keith-Orpheum Cor- 
poration, RKO-Radio Pictures, 
Keith-Albee Corporation, Orpheum 
Corporation, and National Broad- 
casting Company and all their sub- 
sidiary branches. 
Committees 

With the object of incorporating 
all these units named into the cam- 
paign, the issue was conceived 
by a group of men, each a leader in 
one of their separate divisions that 
will assemble in Radio City as a 
commonwealth and the undertaking 
will proceed under their active aus- 
pices. The sponsors are: 

M. H. Aylesworth, for RKO and 
NBC, of both of which he is Presi- 
dent; S. L. (‘Roxy’) Rothafel, for 
Radio City, of which he is Chair- 
man; Harold B. Franklin for KAO 
as President of that organization; 
John F. Royal, Vice-President of 
NBC; B. B. Kahane, President 
RKO-Radio Pictures, with Hiram 
S. Brown acting as advisor to the 
group named. 

Committees in charge are namely: 

Radio. City Committee—S. lL. 
Rothafel, chairman; James Turner, 
S. Jay Kaufman and Mark Lue- 
scher. 


—Phil. Reisman, chairman: 
schel Stuart and Robert F. Sisk. 

RKO- Radio Pictures Committee— 
B. B. Kahane, chairman; David O. 
Selznick, Ned Depinet, Jules Levy, 
Lee Marcus, Charles Sullivan and 
Pandro Berman. 

K. A. ©. Booking Department 
Committee— Martin eck, chairman: 
George Godfrey and Arthur Willi. 

N. B. C. Committee—John F. 
| Royal, chairman; George Engles, 
| Ed Scheuing and Frank Mason. 





Rp Hineepaes 

| It is better to sit witha wise 
man in prison than with a 
fool in paradise. | 








MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th S‘rcct 
New York 





Mae West-Par? 


Mae West is awaiting final word 





| 


| proposition. It's 
| closed this week. 
Deal being negotiated by 








i Morris office, 


Keith-Albee-Orpheum Committee | 
Her- | 


supposed to be | 





WILL MAHONEY 


Now appearing at Grauman’s 
Chinese Theatre, Hollywood, Cali- 
fornia. 

The Los Angeles ‘Times’ said: 
“Sid Grauman secured for his pro- 
logue that sterling comedian Will 
Mahoney, who received one of the 





best ovations ever tendered any 
performer at the Chinese. His 
dance on the xylophone is a tri- 


'umph. His falls during his step- 
| ping convulsed the house.” 


Direction 


RALPH FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 








CITRUS RANCH PROJECT 
PICTURE FOLKS’ LEMON 


Los Angeles, June 13, 
Hollywood project to raise citrus 
fruit on a big scale in Arizona has 


cost plenty to a number of picture 
people. Amount involved in _ the 
lemon investment is yet to be to- 





taled. Those who hold stock in- 
clude William C. DeMille, William 
Sistrom, Beulah Livingston and 


Bertram Milhause;v. 

Ronald Colman advanced $15,600 
to the promoter of the citrus culti- 
vation, understanding the latter 
spoke for some of Colman’s friends, 
who would sign personal notes. 
When the friends disclaimed 
knowledge of the promoter’s ac- 
tion, Colman started figuring how 
to get back some of his money. 

Not wishing to involve himself 
and friends in litigation, Colman 
assigned his claim to William B. 
Hawks, who brought suit against 
G. H. Flebbe, the promoter, and 11 
others. After filing, Hawks as- 
signed his claim to a third party, 
and the matter has been settled 
without coming to trial. 


LASKY’S RETURN TO 
N. Y. SET FOR JULY 27 


It’s dated for Jesse Lasky to re- 
port to the Paramount home office 
July 27, for assignment or continued 
vacation. Lasky, nominally Par’s 
general producer, is now vacashing 
on the company and at present is on 
the Coast, where the Laskys have 
a beach home at Santa Monica. 

Lasky’s contract with Par as gen- 
eral producer runs to 1934 or later. 
There is no report as to what the 
Lasky reassignment will be if there 
should be active duty set for the 
producer upon his return to New 
York. 








Immigration Dept. Checks 
On Dietrich and Garbo 


Hollywood, June 13. 

M. C. Pommerraine, of the U. S. 
|immigration service, is checking up 
on Greta Garbo to see that the ac- 
| tress leaves the country, now that 
she is no longer under contract to 
| Metro and out of the alien artist 
classification. 

Same official is also looking into 
|; status of Marlene Dietrich following 
jan anonymous letter received saying 
| that she did not have a Paramount 
contract. 








Broker to Agent 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Lawrence LeBaron, nephew of 
William LeBaron, is giving up his 
| brokerage connection to become an 
agent. It’s LeBaron’s first dip into 





A 


|from Paramount on a one-picture/ the picture industry. 


i 
Lewis Deuser, formerly:an agent. 
jis returning to the 10% ranks as Le- 


the | Baron’s partner. They will have an 


office in Beverly Hills, 





MAYER AT CHICAGO 


Delegate at Large From Cal. 
Republican Convention 





for 


Chicago, June 13. 

Louis B. Mayer of Metro is the 
single shown.an of note present at 
the Republican National Convention 
as a delegate. Mayer is the dele- 
gate at large for Califarnia. 

At the conclusion of the conven- 
tion late this week the Metro head 
will probably return to Hollywood, 
though it is possible he will go back 
to New York for a day or so. 








Queer Charity 
Show Dies Afier 
Daily Gets Told 


Los Angeles, June 13. 

When the Hays office investigated 
and stepped in, an unemployment 
benefit billed for June 14 at the 
Shrine auditorium. and supported 
by the ‘Examiner’ was called off. 
Benefit, among other things, was to 
enable the promoter to produce 
‘Daughter of Madame X,’ at the Mu- 
sic Box July 7 and ‘give out-of- 
work. actors a break.’ 

Use of screen names as adver- 





tised attractions interested the 
Hays office and brought action 
when the film people disclaimed 


any knowledge of the billing. ‘Ex- 
aminer’ said that Jimmy Durante, 
James Dunn and Jack Oakie would 


be present. It was news to all 
three. 
Leo De Valery, would-be pro- 


ducer of the Music Box show, sold 
the daily on supporting the benefit 
on promise of turning over 40% of 
the net to the paper’s charity fund. 
Another five percent was to guar- 
antee salaries of actors in the 
‘Daughter’ show. Remainder was 
to be turned over to Equity for 
needy actors. 

Fox-West Coast and studio pub- 
licity departments entered the pic- 
ture, with the former’ burned 
against the loan of film names to 
an opposition attraction. When in- 
formed, ‘Examiner’ eased out of the 
picture and advised De Valery to 
lay off. Tickets for the _ benefit 
were being sold for from 50c to $2, 
with a free ticket to ‘Madame X's 
Daughter’ thrown in. 


FRANCIS-McKENNA TRIP 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Kay Francis and her husband, 
Kenneth McKenna, to fly to New 
York Tuesday (14) and sail for 
Italy ‘on the ‘Vulcania’ June 25. 


SAILINGS 








June 25 (New York to Italy) 
Kenneth McKenna and Kay Francis 
(Vulcania). ‘ 

June 23 (Paris to New, York): 
Alice Wyeen, Vlasta Maslova (Bre- 
men). 

June 21 (New York to Paris) 
Florence Rogge, Patricia Bowman 
(Lafayette). 

June 20 (Los Angeles to New 


York), Archie Mayo (California). 

June 15 (New York to London): 
Romney Brent (Europa). 

June 14 (Paris to New York) 
Valentin Mandelstam (Tle de 
France). 

June 13 (Paris to New York, via 
Cherbourg) J. J. Shubert (Majes- 
tic). 

June 15 (New York to London), 
E. Matthews (Berengaria). 
June 11(New York to Los An- 
geles) Mr. and Mrs. Paul Muni, L. 
Wolfe Gilbert (Virginia). 

June 11 (New York to Paris): 
Nanette Guilford, Edward Johnson, 
Robert Chisholm, Norman Carroll, 
Julia Shawell, B. F. Roeder, Bert 
Feibleman, Gypsy Markoff, Hector 
Turnbull (Paris). 

June 10 (New York to London): 
Ben Ray Reedman, Frieda Innes- 
court (Minnetonka). 


A. 











| 





June 10 (London to New York) | 
Eddie Hanley, Peggy Gallimore. | 
| Barney Dean and Frank Duke 
| (Lafayette). 

June 7 (Paris to New York): 
George Jessel, Hans Bartsch (Bre- 
;men). 

May 10 (Sidney to San Fran- 


i cisco), S. T. West (Ventura), 


Choosy Leslie Howard Speaks Some. 
Of His Own Theories on the Cinema 


+ 





Ever since Leslie Howard won for 
himself the star’s privilege of choose« 
ing his own plays, he’s appeared in 
dramas whose conflicts were all of 
the spirit. Unhappiness, in Howard 
plays, has never been caused by 
such mundane difficulties as lack of 
food and shelter. It’s been the tor- 
ments of the soul, the deep mental 
sufferings of the introspective indie 
vidual while surrounded by a ple« 
thora of crass material comforts, 
that have interested him. A sensi- 
tive creature, Mr, Howard, one 
whose dramatic preferences have 
certainly proved his right to express 
his views of the picture business in 
flights of poetic imagery. 

Seated at his make-up table in 
the No. 1 dressing room of the Em- 
pire theatre, wearily removing his 
make-up after the night perform- 
ance, Mr. Howard was sad for the 
present condition of the picture ine 
dustry. Soon he would have to leave 
the cast of ‘The Animal Kingdom’ 
and journey out to Hollywood, 
where ‘Smiling Through’ awaits his 
arrival, and later ‘The Animal King- 
dom’ is to be screened. Thougn he 

(Continued on page 12) 


‘INVASION OF PRIVACY’ 
LAW PRINCIPLE UPHELD 


In deciding in favor of Mrs, 
Miriam Blumenthal against Picture 
Classics, Inc., the Appellate Divi- 
sion of the N. Y. Supreme ‘court 
again upheld the right of privacy 
under the Civil Rights Law which 
protects the citizens from being exe 
ploited in newsreels or other come 
mercial cinematography. Mrs. 
menthal, a ghetto pretzel vendor, 
who signed her petition with an ‘X,’ 
was granted an injunction to re- 
strain exhibition of the Picture 
Classics’ short, ‘Sightseeing in New 
York with Nick and Tony,’ on the 
ground that it held her ‘up to shame 
and ridicule.’ 

This high-tribunal interpretation 
makes it an increased problem for 
newsreels and travelog shorts’ pro- 
ducers... It places such films con- 
stantly under fire for litigation and 








injunctive restraint at the will of 
the persons who are ‘shot.’ 
The Appellate Division wasn’t 


unanimous in finding for Mrs. Blu- 
menthal. Justices O’Malley and 
Finch who dissented wrote a cone 
trary opinion stressing that Mrs. 
Blumenthal appeared in only six 
seconds of the film’s 17 minutes, or 
only nine feet out of the 1,550 total 
footage. : 

Mrs. Blumenthal had been in ig- 
norance of her film debut in the 
‘Seeing New York’ short until her 
daughter, Adele, saw it on a neigh- 
borhood screen and interpreted it 
as holding her mother up ‘to shame 
and ridicule.’ 

Max Weisfeldt, g.m. 
Classics, Inc., is 
defendant. 


of Picture 
named co- 





P. A. and Director Are 


Radio’s Newest Imports 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Allen de Lano, former director of 
the Provincetown Players is here 


for dialog direction on Radio pic- 
tures. 
Another import is Mary Marsh, 


former p. a. for the Algonquin hotel, 
who goes into the publicity depart- 
ment. She will handle fashions and 
women's stuff. 


Radio’s Niftiest Steno 
Gets Test, Typewriter 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Radio staged a home talent 
beauty hunt to determine the pretti- 


est stenographer on the lot, with 
Lucy Hopkins, Zoe Palmer and 
Elaine Wilmot the finalists. 

One will be picked to get a screen 


test and a portable typewriter from 
Richard Dix. 


JUNIOR SCARES HARRIS 
Unversal City, June 13 
Carl Laemmle, Jr’s., interview in 
New York to the effect that ‘Once 
in a Lifetime’ would be filmed close 
to the stage play but with the satire 
eliminated, brought Robert Sinclair 


here to represent the Sam Harris 
office during final script prepare- 
tion. 

Sinclair's mission is to try to keep 


some of the satire in, 


Blue. 


— 





a 


oats 





~ —_— <2 oe 


aw! ne Oe xs 4 eek Ge oe OO ook 


Tuesday, June 14, 1932 


—_— — 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 





-_-_- 





Cohn Orders Publicity Out for 
Execs—Columbia Only Instead 


———» + 


Harry Cohn, interviewed on his 
latest flying trip, by rail, to New 
York, found himself in the illogical 
position of a spokesman who 
couldn't talk, 

Columbia's prez believes that the 
publicizing of the names of com- 
pany officers is detrimental to the 
good will that should prevail in 
studios. He finds inner-office pub- 
licity not only a side issue, a sop to 
personal vanity and the inculcator 
of petty jealousies that corrupt 
studio morale, but a grave menace 
to the continued success of studio 
administration. 


‘Any studio that hinges about the 
personality of any one man,’ rea- 
sons Mr. Cohn, ‘is in serious dan- 
ger of dissolution should it ever be 
deprived of that man’s services. 
No one can live forever. He has 
to train others to carry on. He 
must strive to make each depart- 
ment function independently, The 
only way that can be achieved is 
on the basis of equal footing. No 
man or group of men should be- 
come the important factor. 


‘Makers of pictures have no pub- 
licity value. We serve best when 
Wwe serve anonymously, pooling en- 
deavor for the good of the com- 
pany. To the genera. public I de- 
sire to have no greater importance 
than the smallest cameraman on 
my lot. There will be no more re- 
ceptions upon my arrivals in New 
York,’ continued Columbia’s head 
man. ‘Never again will Miss Co- 
lumbia come to the train to present 
me with the Scroll of Good Will. 
We don't need that type of exploi- 
tation. 

‘So you see, my hands are tied,’ 
continued Mr. Cohn holding out the 
two members referred to, ‘I cannot 
violate a company rule. Anything 
I may say iaust be regarded as 
coming ex-officio. You may use 
that as the headline: Cohn Refuses 
Publicity.’ 

On Interchangeability 


The Columbia president has pre- 
viously given his hearty endorse- 
ment to the proposed pooling of 
Hollywood stars. Caught ex-officio, 
he voiced a more sceptical opinion. 

‘I believe in interchangeability, 
mostly because it’s a good seven 
syllable word and picture producers 
don’t often find one they can pro- 
nounce. Theoretically it’s a great 
idea, but it can’t work unless its 
doors are thrown open to every- 
one. Studios won't overcome the 
‘desire to trade stars of equal im- 
portance. They'll jockey for as 
good a return as they give. A box- 
office star may have suffered be- 
cause of several poor releases. No 
company, particularly if it has the 
privilege of inspecting the script 
of a rival studio, is goir.g to permit 
its poorly handled star to engage 
in a world beating script for one 
of its competitors. Human nature 
isn’t built that way. On the sur- 
face that’s fair enough, but it 
completely ignores the purpose of 
the pooling system: the restimula- 
tion, not of a selected group of 
companies, but of the entire picture 
industry.’ 

Dropping his incognito for the 
valedictory, Mr. Cohn finished his 
chat with a prediction of an un- 
defeated season for U.S.C. and his 
thorough unintention of taking a 
plane back to the Coast. 





Gibson and 2nd Ex-Wife 
Sued by Ex-Mo.-in-Law 


Los Angeles, June 13. 

Former Mrs. Helen Gibson and 
her ex-husband, Hoot Gibson, are 
sued by Mrs. J. L. Johnson, her 
mother, on a $2,000 note signed in 
December, 1928. Two months after 
the loan was made the Gibsons di- 
vorced and later remarried, Hoot to 
Sally Eilers and Mrs. Gibson re- 
cently to Robert A. Eltie, Jr, an 
L. A. advertising man. 

She was the second Mrs. Gibson, 
the first divorcing the film cowboy 
in 1£21. 


BEN COHN'’S NEW HAT 


Hollywood, June 13. 
After using his own name of Ben 
Cohn since the old Kalem days, th2 
writer discovered he has too many 
namesakes in Hollywood and re- 
titled himself Forrest Sheldon. 


I‘irst screen credit for the new 


handle will be as director of Ken | 


Maynards ‘Mystery Ragch,’ starf- 
ing this w-ek at Tiffany. 





Pain in the Neck 


Los Angeles, June 13. 

Fellow passengers on the 
Sunset Limited looked with 
amusement at Aimee McPher- 
son Hutton being borne from 
the train on a stretcher while 
Dave Hutton shooed photog- 
raphers away. 

According to those who rode 
west with her, the evangelist 
was annoyed by an unsightly 
carbuncle on the back of her 
neck and chose the stretcher 
routine as the surest way to 
banner lines in the dailies. 

—From Variety's Hollywood 
Bulletin. | 


PILOT HAUSNER 











OPERATORS 


flight to Po- 
Hausner, New 
was rescued 
(10), was 


The trans-Atlantic 
land of Stanley F. 
York operator, who 
off Portugal Saturday 
financed by donations of 
among them many stagehand and 
operator associates. Harry Sher- 
man, director of special relations 
for Publix and a former I. A. of- 
ficial, contributed $150. 

In so doing it was understood 
that Hausner would take a Para- 
mount News cameraman aboard 
and paint the trade name of Par 
News on the outside of his plane. 
At that time he proposed flying to 
Rome, changing plans later and 
taking off without completing any 
arrangements with Paramount 
News. 

Hausner was employed at the 
Stanley, double-biller grind, near 
42nd street and Seventh avenue, 
N. Y. He obtained a leave from 
that house’s booth in order to make 
the flight. 


FILM LAYOFFS TOUT 
GAMBLING SPOTS ON 7% 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Local gambling spots are grub- 
staking ex-picture boys and girls 
to do a little word of mouth adver- 
tising as bait. 

All the ‘come-on’ boys have to do 
is to rave about fictitious winnings. 
If the listener shows any interest 
at all he is invited to the club as 
his guest. Here he is given a royal 
welcome and introduced to the man- 
ager. Manager in turn marks the 
customer as so-and-so’s prospect 
for future reference in_ splitting 
commissions, and when the night's 
game is over. 

Pay-off to tipsters varies all the 
way from a flat price of so much 
per head to a percentage on the 
amount dropped by a customer, 


Basquette A. W. O. L. 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Lina Basquette didn’t show up for 
her role in Allied’s Hoot Gibson 
picture, tentatively titled ‘Boiling 
Point’ Carmen La Rou was sub- 
stituted. 

Dancer was reported in Reno at 
the time. 


Metro Takes Cherrill 


Culver City, June 13. 
M-G-M has given Virginia Cher- 
rill a one-year contract. 
Actress made her screen debut in 
Chaplin’s ‘City Lights.’ 


Metro Tests Erin Moore 
Culver City, June 13. 
Metro testing Erin O’brien-Moore 
with contract intentions. 














|for three months without using her. 


13. 

was 
morning 
another head 


Hollywood, June 

William Slavens McNutt 

slightly injured Saturday 

(11) when his car hit 
\on. 

| He is co fined at home 
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friends, | 





Same studio had the girl tied up} 


Tuxedoed Operators 
Hand-Picked Films 
For Coast’s Monied 


Los Angeles, June 13, 

Catering to the picture tastes of 
the exclusive and sometimes eccen- 
tric multi-millionaire class of 
southern California, who pay from 
$80 to $100 for a night's film pro- 
gram attended by two or three peo- 
ple, occasionally involves a lot of 
tactful censoring, according to 
Eska Wilson. His film booking 
service is now in its eighth year 
serving schools, clubs, churches 
and wealthy folk who want to see 


| their film fare in private. 


Not only does Wilson have to fur- 
nish portable talker equipment and 
tuxedoed projectionists for the pri- 
vate functions, but he must have a 
good idea of the family’s history: in 


| order to veer from any touchy sub- 


ject, family skeleton, or personal 
dislike that the feature may convey 
to the pampered patron. 

Finicky 

One social registerite’s dislikes 
change constantly and since she 
has two showings a week, attended 
only by herself and her nurses, it 
keeps the film contractor busy 
picking the subjects. One day she 
feels seasick and all maritime 
scenes must be eliminated. Next 
time there’s been a reversal in a 
court battle and all trial sequences 
are scissored. 

Wilson rents his film fodder from 
all the exchanges and since most 
of the showings are for very small 
audiences he obtains first runs and 
sometimes pre-showings of fea- 
tures, 


MIX CONTRACT 
PROMISES NO 
INTERFERENCE 


Universal City, June 13. 


Tom Mix signed a contract with 
Universal for six pictures on the 
1931-32 program foliowing a prom- 
ise by Universal execs that he would 
get capable supervision and proper 
direction for the new slate. 

Verbal agreement follows a series 
of headaches to the Western star 
during which he charged inefficient 
supervision and too much interfer- 
ence by studio relatives. 

Stanley Bergerman, son-in-law of 
Carl Laemme, supervised the first 
four Mix films. 








Jim Thorpe Organizes 
Indians Against Fake 
Redskins of Studios 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Protesting against the casting of 


Mexicans, negroes and other non- 
Indians as Indian extras in pictures, 
Jim Thorpe is making a list of the 
800 or more legitimate redskins in| 
Hollywood for use by casting direc- | 
tors. Thorpe and 250 Indians from 
various tribes met in a park last 
week for a pow-wow to see what 
could be done, 

It was agreed that those wanting 
extra work should fill out question- 
naires and give them to Thorpe, 
who would turn them over to cast- 
ing directors if he was satisfied re- 
garding the signer's family connec- 
tions. Characteristic of Thorpe, he 
is doing the whole thing gratis and | 
to preserve the dignity of his race. 
He may land a job or two himself | 
as a result of the arrangement. 

Particular instance that burned | 
the redskins was the use of 35 mis- | 
cellaneous extras in Indian roles for | 
‘Last of the Mohicans,’ Mascot | 
serial. 

Thorpe says the Federal govern- 
| 


| ment is opposed to outsiders usurp- 
|ing positions of Indians in any line, 


such as basket and pottery selling, 
etc., or of impersonating the Ameri- 
can reds for business purposes. 


Del Rio, Single, $1,500 


Dolores Del Rio as a single at 
$1,500 opens for RKO in July or'| 
August. 

It will be Miss Del Rio’s first 





| 


} vaudeville try. 





Not Even for Ethel 


Holiywood, June 13. 
Ethel Barrymore asked for 
the Garbo bungalow on the 
Metro lot, but was turned 
down because the studio is not 
disturbing Garbo’s things. 


MAX GORDON AS 
PLAY BOSS 
FOR PAR 


Gordon 











Max started 
(13) 


mount to 


yesterday 
Para- 
the 


de- 


on his agreement with 
boss of 
York play 
partment and legit stage producer 
for two years. It appears to be a 
new position with a picture com- 
pany. From report it was arranged 
with Gordon by Sam Katz, with 
Gordon’s salary $65,000 yearly. 

Gordon’s exact duties do not ap- 
pear to be specified for general in- 
formation. His main work will be 
the selection of scripts for either 
pictures or plays, it is said. If for 
plays, it will be with the screen 
objective and Par to have first call 
on all film rights to any of the Gor- 
don s3tage productions, whether 
made by Gerdon for Paramount or 
on his own. 

Gordon’s Fame 

Paramount has two legit Broad- 
way theatres, Criterion and Lyceum. 
Gordon will probably use one or 
both for his dramatic producing 
efforts for Par. Meanwhile he will 
from reports continue his associa- 
tion with the Erlanger legit group 
and the present legit combination 
now being formed by Erlanger’s for 
a single line legit circuit next sea- 
son. Gordon’s contract will allow 
him to stage produce away from 
the Par theatres, it’s said. 

Gordon has gained rapid fame as 
a musical maker since his return 
to the legit after his spell as gen. 
mer. of the former Orpheum Cir- 
cuit (vaude). Previously Gordon 
had produced in the Tegit, to quite 
some success with Al Lewis (Lewis 
& Gordon). Since his return Gor- 
don has given to Broadway three 
successive musical smashes, a show 
record. One of the Gordon hits is 
current, ‘The Cat and the Fiddle,’ 
at the Cohan, New York. His other 
successes were ‘Three’s a Crowd’ 
and ‘The Band Wagon.’ 


BONSTELLE AS TALENT 
COACH UP FOR METRO 


Hollywood, June 13. 


act as its 


Paramount's New 








arrived here 


Detroit Civic theatre, 
last week to discuss tne possibili- 
ties of organizing a training school 
for talent at Metro. While here Miss 
Zonstelle is the house guest of Irv- 
ing Thalberg. 
Trip was arranged by Katharine 
Cornell, currently at the Biltmore, 
who is a protege of Miss Bonstelle. 
Possibilities are that in conjunc- 
tion with the studio school Miss 
BonstcHie will organize a repertory 





| players and tryout house tor pos- 


and said: 


| is the 


theatre here with the backing of 
M-G-M, as a workshop for Metro 
sible material from 
plays. 

Studio training school under Miss 
Bonstelie’s direction will be start- 
ed first if Thalberg and Miss Bon- 


screen story 


Jassie Bonstelle, operator of the |;; 


Aylesworth Says Its Cut or Court, 
And Offers Network Free to All Films 


+ 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Mincing no words M. H. Aylese 
worth, head of RKO, spoke to @ 
group of picture people at a lune 
cheon today (Monday) given by the 
Board of Directors of the Academy, 

The new RKO president declared 
that unless pictures are made at a 
right price that receivership is 
ahead for all companies. Ayles« 
worth said that all industrial leade 
‘rs combined could not make pice 
tures or theatre entertainment as 
they not showmen, but that 
producers and _ directors cannot 
make films for the future under 
present conditions of operation 
which will realize sufficiently at the 
boxoffice to maintain the industry. 
It is his opinion that the picture 
business has failed to realize that 
conditions are vastly different from 
the period of ’28 and ’29 and that 
the peak year level of those may not 
return within this generation. Fur- 
ther comment by Aylesworth was 
that attendance has dropped 40% 
since 1928 and that a readjustment 
must be made not alone in produc- 
tion but in existing contracts of ex- 
ecutives, players, directors and 
writers, and done immediately, or 
otherwise the industry will find ite 
self in the hands of the court. 

Speaking for his own company, 
and away from the luncheon, Ayles- 
worth said that B. B. Kahane, who 
arrives here Thursday (16) will re- 
main with David Selznick to work 
out the production schedule at stu- 
dio. Aylesworth returns here Fri- 
dayy (17) from Frisco, where he 
goes Wednesday (15). 

Aylesworth conferred with Irving 
Thaiberg, W. R. Hearst and Walter 
Wanger Sunday, and told them: he 
would offer his radio system (NBC) 
free of charge to help in the ex- 
ploitation of all picture product, as 
he feels both branches of show busi- 
ness should work together. 


Ben Bard Seriously Hurt 
Saving Woman from Dog 


Hollywood, June 13. 

While running across the street 
to protect a woman being attacked 
by a dog, Ben Bard yas struck 
Thursday night (9) by an automo- 
bile and received serious injuries to 
his back and hip. He is in seri- 
ous condition at the Cedars of Leb- 
anon hospital, 

Actor stopped his car in middle 
of the street and ran out from be- 
hind it, according to witnesses. 
Ruth Roland cancelled her Fox 
Oakland date for Fanchon & Marco 
to be with her husband, 


are 








June Caprice Sues 


Los Angeles, June 13. 

June Elizabeth Millarde, once 
known in pictures as June Caprice, 
Fox star, is suing Frank Orsatti, 
agent, for $4,944 on a note, 

Note was given the late Harry E, 
Millarde in March, 1931. Millarde 
was for years a Fox director. 
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stele can agree on terms. 


Kansas City, June 13. 
Buddy Rogers, here for an over- 
night visit with his father, “Bert; 
Rogers, who is recovering from a, 
major operation, made the trip by|| 
jane from New York and flew to]! 
Los Angeles, where he expected to}! 
stay several days. {| 
While here he denied that he was!| 
still interested in motion pictures,}! 
‘I reach as many people)} 
over the radio in night as 1) 
would on the screen in weeks. Radio 
field. I like {ff much 
than pi tures.’ 
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~ Legit Shows for 52 Dark Houses 
On Chains Submitted by Marco; 


Figures for 


A co-operatve stage show pian 
that proposes to re-open 52 dark 
theatres all over the country and 
possibly put 1,000 actors and 9549 


others to work has been submitted 
to the five major theatre circuits by 


Mike Marco, of Fanchon & Marco. 
Circuits approached are Loew, 
Warner, Skouras, Publix and RKO. 


Marco suggests 26 musicials and 
26. dramatic shows for a week each 
in 52 towns at. a weekly cost of 
$6,500 and $4,500, respectively, A 
feature of the plan is the suggestion 
that the circuits eliminate the rental 
charges from the theatre overhead. 
Marco says the fact that a dark 
house has been relighted and makes 
profits possible should be sufficient 
renumeration. 

If the shows are successful, Marco 
estimates, weekly grosses of $12,000 
per theatre with two-a-day at $1 
at night and 50c matinees are 
within reach. In that event the 
average weekly overhead for show 
and operation per theatre would be 
$9,500, leaving a profit of $2,500 each 
for the 52 stands, or a joint profit 
of $130,000 a week in which the 
participating circuits might share. 

One report is that this deal is 
still on while anoti: ~ says it has 
chilled. 

The Marco theory is that if the 
venture is unprofitable, the reopen- 
ing of dark houses could be justi- 
fied in another way—booking and 


franchise fees and commissions 
through the booking office channels. 
Every Day 


It is proposed by Marco to con- 
tact all resourceful legit producers 
for material, establish a play read- 
ing department, foster playwright- 
ing and develop people, Service 
would be rendered producers in re- 
gaining production expenses and to 
the theatre owners in paying the} 
rent on dormant properties. 

Actors Equity would be asked to 
consent to the two-a-day, every 
day, arrangement. Mareo also dc- 
clares there are opportunities of a 
national labor deal for a 50% reduc- 
tion in stage crews. 

The plan. anticipates advance 
roylaties of $25,000 as necessary to 
etart. 

Percentage deals outlined for the 
theatres involve terms ranging from 
50% to 70% for the shows. 

Marco’s estimates on production 
and operating costs of the shows 
are: 


Musical Shows (26) 
Talent and crew (week) 
Prod. cost (pro rata)........ 
R, R. and incidentals....... . 


eeree 


SOGS OE WOOK... 5 60 0000008 
Dramatic Shows (26) 
Talent and crew...<.......- 
Prod. cost (pro rata)......e. 
R. R. and incidentals....... 4 





Cost per week $4,509 

Should the shows fail to bring a 
profit through the box _ offices, 
Marco’s cover-up for expenses 
through fees is along these lines: 
Booking office fee (per show) $500 
Franchise fee (per company) 109 
Franchise fee (per theatre).. 100 
6% artists’ com. (per. co.)... 200 
- $900 
«+++ $46,800 


PAR ORDERS ASTORIA 
STUDIO DISMANTLED 


East's biggest bid for a share in 
major production activities was 
eliminated this week when Para- 
mount ordered complete dismantling 
of its Astoria studio. Although shut 
for several months, Par delayed the 
permanent evacuation order on the 
calculation that the property might 
be leased as a studio to independ- 
ents. 

The Astoria property will be mar- 
keted for its real estate value. 
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Total (per show)........ 
Total (52 shows) 








$100 at 3 


Los Angeles, June 13. 

Three-year-old Jacquie Lyn’'s 
contract with Hal ‘Roach gives her 
$100 weekly her first year and $175 
her second. Only 22 weeks’ work 
Euaranteed vearly. On the 30 sus- 
pension weeks she collects $25. 

Girl's mother is Evelyn 
known professionally as Eve Lyn 


Dufton, | 


Proof and Rents Off 


Mrs. Schulberg, Feldman, 
Edington New Agents 
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Hollywood, June 13. 


Two new entrants in the 
field 


Metro foreign head, and Schulberg- | 


are Harry Edington, 


Feldman, Inc. Latter is composed | 
of Ad Schulberg, wife of B. P. 
Schulberg, and Charles Kenneth 
Feldman, Hollywood attorney who 
abandons his practice after five 
years. 

Edington, who is personal repre- 
sentative for Greta Garbo, has 
taken over the Maurice Revnes of- 
fices, with the latter retiring. He 
will handle about six people in ad- 
dition to Garbo. 
Schulberg-Feldman 
July 10. 


office opens 





NO LAYOFF ALLOWED, 





Hollywood, June 13. 
Kubec Glasmon and John Bright, 
Warner’s writing team, loaned to 
Universal to adapt ‘Only Yesterday.’ 


Writers have 52-week contracts 
and with no work to do at War- 
| ners, studio can’t lay them off as 
|it can majority of the contract 
| scenarists. 

Darryl Francis Zanuck returns 
| from Europe June 28, when studio 
| will probably start recalling 
| writing staff to prepare for future 
| production. 

agency | 


former | 








PAR’S RADIO 


SPECTACLE 
FILM 


Paramount intends building ‘Wild 
Waves’ into a parade of radio celeb- 
rities, some with regular parts, but 
most of the others merely to walk 
through or do brief specialties. 
Company is lining up air names for 
the _-icture to be known as ‘The Big 
Broadcast.’ 

Besides Bing Crosby in the lead, 





POOL DEALS 
CALLED OFF 


Loew-RKO deals for pooling of | 


| 
houses in Rochester, Syracuse and | 


Columbus as well as the negotia- 


tions to discontinue vaude on both | 
circuits in Cleveland and New Or- 
leans have been called off. 

Loew has posted notice to close 
the vaude at Loew’s State, Cleve- 
land. RKO will probably replace 
its vaude in Syracuse, stopped at 
Loew’s request after the latter 
company agreed to do similarly in 
Rochester. 








Warner Drops Ingenues 
For New B’Way Imports 


Burbank, June 13. 


Three additional young players 
on the Warner contract list have 
been let out to make way for Rufus 
LeMaire’s New York imports. 

Trio are Betty Gillette, Ruth Hall 
and Allan Lane. They join Gloria 
Shea, another youngster released. 


Gable’s Iliness 


Culver City, June 13. 

Clark Gable, reported for the past 
two weeks as being on vacation by 
M-G-M, was actually confined té¢ 
his home with a severe attack of 
influenza. : 

Gable left this week for a fort- 
night sojourn on the desert below 
Palm Springs. 








Burns and Allen, Street Singer (Ar- 
thur Tracy) and Cab Calloway’s or- 
chestra are set. Others that may 
be lined up are Kate Smith, Morton 
Downey, Tony Wons, Russ Columbo 
and Stoopnagle and Bud. 

Par will not favor any particular 
chain im selection of artists. 

‘Wild Waves’ as a play, produced 


this season, lasted only a brief spell. picture contracts, lined up 





MUSSOLINI TOO HOT, 
HAYS ADVISES LEVEE 


Hollywood, June 13. 

M. C. Levee’s proposed Musso- 
lini story looks ready for the shelf 
because of Hays’ office warning 
that any reference to Italy’s strong 
man would stir up both Facist and 
anti-Facist trouble. 

Producer was preparing George 
Slocombe’s ‘Romance of Dictator,’ 
sub rosa biography of the Italian 
head man, but has another story 
to substitute. 








Mahoney-Durante Test 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Metro will make its test this week 
of Will Mahoney, with a possibility 
if signed he will be teamed with 
Jimmy Durante. 
Latter will work with him in the 
test. 





Sidney for ‘Hatter’s Castle’ 
Hollywood, June 13. 
Paramount will star Sylvia Sid- 
ney in.“Hatter’s Castle’ by A, J. 
Cronin. Scotch novel. 
After ‘Madame Butterfly.’ 








Parsons Herd of Film Stars for Air 
Gets Relief Fund 0.K. Despite Exhibs 





Hollywood, June 13. 
Hays office has been flooded with 
protests from exhibitors throughout 
the country following acceptance 


last Tuesday by the. executive 
board of the Motion Picture Relief 
Fund of Louella Parsons’ plan to 
have 13 picture stars broadcast on 
a nationwide hookup for General 
Motors. Fund is supposed to realize 
one-third of the money received for 
the broadcast, but at the meeting 
the actual amount was not dis- 
closed. Miss Parsons is to get a 
| similar cut with King Features, 
;her employees, getting a like 
| amount. 





Exhibs’ Protest 
Exhibitors claim the Hays or- 
| ganization and its members are 
| double-crossing them on a prom- 
| ise made that the producers would 


;curb all attempts to get picture 
|names on the air in competition 
with theatre business. 


Numerous requests made to the 


ee TE me 


Hays office during the past month 
for players to make personal ap- 
pearances for unemployment ben- 
efits have all been turned down. 

Conrad Nagel, president of the 
Fund, accepted the altruistic ges- 
ture of the chatterer without even 
questioning what would be realized 
by the fund. Other members of 
the committee present were Fred 
Beetson, M. C, Levee, Sol Lesser, 
Frank Wood, William Conklin, 
Edward Earl and Dr. Harry Mar- 
tin, husband of Miss Parsons. 

Broadcasts start July 13 and 
continue once weekly until 13 stars 
and Irving Thalberg have told all 
jto the ether fans. Names sched- 
| ulea to appear besides Thalberg 
;are Mary Pickford, Douglas Fair- 
banks, Norma Shearer, Clark 
Gable, Constance’ Bennett, Ben 
Lyon, Bebe Daniels, Marlene Diet- 
rich, Edward G. Robinson, Kay 
Francis, Conrad Nagle, Richard 
>"> eae and Tallulah Bank- 
} head, 
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Visiting Bankers Get 
The Works on U Lot 


Universal City, June 13. 
More hosting than has ever been 





by a studio to a 


was 


accorded non- 


newspaper convention given 


the American In- 
stitute of Bankers Friday (10). 
Group of 2,000 of the visitors and 
their wives saw a Tom Mix one- 
man rodeo on the lot, were shown 
a serial in work, givén autographed 
stills of the stars and treated witb 
more to-do than the average big 
shot visitor gets. 

Studio would have thrown in a 
free feed if there’d been room in 
the cafe. 

Previous to the convention, Carl 


by Universal to 


Laemmle, Sr., sent notices to all 
players reading: ‘It is Mr. Laem- 
mle’s request that every contract 


player attend and greet the bankers 
as it is most important that we 
impress them with out interest and 
willingness to make their conven- 
tion a success.’ 





30.N. Y. TESTS 
AS WB THREAT 


Burbank, June 13. 


Thirty legit prospects for Warner 





| (10) 


in New 
York by Rufus LeMaire, will be 
tested at the Brooklyn’ studios. 
Tests will be sent here for selec- 
tions. 
LeMaire returned last week from 
his Broadway expedition, which 
followed Jack Warner's order to 


bring more stage talent here to re- 
place locals with telephone number 
salary complexes. 

Though Warner 
for a shutdown during month of 
July, it went on a writing spree 
with new contracts for Dick Powell, 
actor, Earl Baldwin, writer, and ex- 
ercised its options on Joan Blondell, 
George Brent, Bette: Davis, Helen 
Vinson and Shiela Terry. 

All last week. 


studio is slated 


S. S. MILLARD BOBS UP 


Forgot to Get License—Loses Week’s 
Rent 
Chicago, June 13, 

S. S. Millard, former Hollywood 
sex picture promoter, who's been 
doing a hideaway the past couple 
of years, broke out in this town last 
week and was promptly thumb- 
nailed by the police. Millard came 
in with a sexy show, usual lectur- 
ers and ‘living models,’ renting the 
Garrick, former Shubert house on 
a week to week basis, paying the 
first week in advance. 

Show opened Wednesday (8) 
morning but was a thing of the past 
that same afternoon when the police 
pulled the folding act on the con- 
tention that there was no license 
issued to the house for such pur- 
pose. Frantic efforts by the pro- 
moter to get things squared didn’t 
get him to first base with the of- 
ficial ‘No’ bouncing back at him 
each time. 

He originally came here with the 
intention of exhibiting a sex film 
in. conjunction with a stage bally- 
hoo, but found out about four op- 
erators in the booth and changed 
his mind, to only the ballyhoo in- 
stead. Meanwhile the Garrick 
building is holding Millard’s money 
for the first week's rent and intends 
to keep it. 

After five days of legal maneuvers 
a license was finally issued today 
(Monday) and the exhibit went on 
public display again. Document 
was made out in the name of the 
building owner, although Millard put 








Winding Up Features in 18-20 Days 
Has Freelancers Biting Knuckles 





> i 


Hollywood, June 13, | 

Short production schedules fo® 
feature pictures now in force at al} 
major studios has hit the featured 
free-lance players hard, with few of 
them getting more than a one-week 
guarantee on each picture engages 
ment. 

Metro excepted, all studios arg 
scheduling features at from 18 to 24 
days in the making. At Metro, dug 
to the retake system permitting al] 
pictures so many days for improveé« 
ment after they have been com« 
pleted, the shvoting time runs from 
22 to 30 days. 

Two years ago most big studiog 
figured minimum of about four 
weeks to each feature. Unwieldy, 
sound and lighting equipment, 
coupled with lengthy rehearsals, 
were mainly responsible. Featured 
players at that time could figure at 
least three weeks on all important 
engagements. 

One Week and Out 


Where players now receive a@ one« 
week guarantee studio usually sees 
to it that the player is washed up 
in that time, If there's a holdover, 
it’s rarely for more than a day. 

Quickie producers have _ alsa 
stepped up their production, and 
unless they run into trouble, finish 
practically all their pictures within 
seven shooting days. Outside of 
their leads, quickies work most of 
their featured players on a daily, 
basis. 

Taking the jolt with the actors 
are the agents, who find their non- 
contracted players spending most of 
their time in the agents’ offices, 


7. 


a 








WB-RKO Pool Set 


Warners have completcd a pool- 
ing deal with RKO for Pittsburgh 
and Syracuse, taking over the RKO- 
Sheridan Square, Pittsburgh, and 
in exchange turn over the Strand, 
Syracuse, to RKO. Pic.ure deals 
between the companies vere made 
both ways as part of ‘the deal. 








Extras’ Low Period 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Extras averaged 633 wo-king daily 
last week. Best_in four weeks but 
still bad: There were jcvs for 821 
on Tuesday (7), the pea’: day. 

Biggest set the early ; art of the 
week was a Singapore cife at Fox 
in which John Blystone made his 
first scenes for ‘After the Rain.’ 
Started with 145 extras Lut shrank 
from day to day. 

Latter part of the week Edgar 
Selwyn used mobs of around 140 at 
Metro in a state building lobby for 
‘Skyscraper Souls.’ 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Edward Sutherland turned down 
offer of an immediate contract to 
direct at Radio, and is looking over 
four stories handed him by Dave 
Selznick. If he likes one, he will 
consider a contract. 

Sutherland directed Douglas 
Fairbanks’ commonwealth ‘Robin- 
son Crusoe in the South Seas.’ 


Radio Takes Robinson, 


Makes Him Director 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Contract of Casey Robinson has 
been taken over from Paramount 
by Radio and the writer made into 
a director. 

Robinson will meg an _ untitled 
sports reporter story on wiich he 
is now working with Ben Markson. 


Akerson Sticks 


George Akerson has returned to 
New York after battling against the 
new theatre tax. ile remains with 














up the $250 fee. 


} 
| 
| 





TURNBULL—EXPATRIATE? 

Hector Turnbull sailed Friday 
on the 8S. S. Paris to visit his 
married daughter, living in France, 
and may himself settle there for an 





indefinite period. 
Shortly after the Astoria studio | 
| closed down, Turnbull left Para- | 


'mount | 
i 


~* 


the Paramount organization on in- 
formation. 

Akerson has a three 
tract dating from his entrance into 
Par in April, 1931. 


years con- 





According to the N. Y. ‘Sun’ last 
night (13), Akerson is going on a 
leave of absence from Par to serve 
President Hoover as personal sec- 
retary and representative during 
the Chicago convention. 
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Fox Theatres Pool 


+ 


in Bull Days 


Due for Airing by Banking Comm! 





Washington, June 13. 

A Fox Theatres stock selling pool 
In the bull days of the Stock Ex- 
change is quite apt to come up be- 
fore the Senate Banking Committee 
It is said 
to have been first set down for to- 
morrow (Tuesday) but on account 
of the Chicago convention, will be 
held over until Friday or later. 

William Fox in person is said to 
have undergone examination for 
two days last week by William 
Gray, counsel to the committee, at 
60 Church street, New York. Fox, 
then president of the Fox compan- 
ies, is alleged to have been an ac- 
tive member of the pool. Among 
others included in it are named 
some of the men recently mentioned 
before the same committee as in- 
terested in the Radio pool. 

Other Deals 

In the same connection it is said 
the Fox purchase of the Loew stock 
control may be gone into, also the 
Harley L. Clarke entrance into Fox 
Films and his dealings with that 
stock as well as his General Thea- 
tres Equipment Co. 

Last week before the Committee, 
the allegation was made that Radi» 
Corporation of America had se- 
cured control of RKO through the 
stock maniulation of RKO issues of | 
a few months ago and at a cost of 
but 11 millions. Dailies also printed 
Jast week statements by instigators 
of suits against RKO by stockhold- 
ers that the stockholders claiimed 
they had had their RKO stock taken 
up at agreeable prices following fil- 
ing of the actions. 


9) DOORMEN GO 
UNEMPLOYED 





An additional saving of around 
$1,800 a week through elimination 
of 90 doormen from theatre fronts 
brings the RKO reduction in in- 
cidental theatre expenses to ap- 
proximately $3,000 weekly. 

The doormen are out this week in 
all but eight of the circuit’s thea- 
tres. 

Previous cuts affected the ma- 
trons in the ladies’ washrooms and 
all house managers’ secretaries, 
lessening the weekly payroll 
about $1,200. 


Film Critic Ordered 
To Tone Down Reviews 
When Mer. Complained 


Topeka, June 13. 
Critic on a morning paper, who 
has large following, was advised by 
superiors to soft pedal reviews a 
trifle. Order came after H. A. Mc- 
Clure, district manager for Fox- 
Midwest, complained that inability 








.to pay advertising bills came as a 


result of poor business following 
panning of recent pictures. 
Claimed loss of “ae last week. 


Olympics Interfere with 
Rogers’ ‘70,000. Witnesses’ 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Preparations for the Olympic 
games will cause Charles Rogers’ 
‘70,000 Witnesses’ unit to go out of 
town for a football stadium locale. 
It means a few extra thousand on 
the budget sheet. 

Needing a football arena, local 
stadium was found torn up ready- 
ing for the games. Rose bowl at 
Pasadena, second choice, has been 
turned into a ‘saucer’ for the Olym- 
pic bicycle races. 

Unit will go either to San Diego 


or use the Stanford field at Palo} 
Alto. Yootball playing actors will 
be Bill Spaulding’s crew from 
we Oo Ee As 


by | 





TERMS FOR HIP HIP 


$210,000 Annual Rent with $156,000 
Top on Percentage—RKO Offers 








RKO is again dealing for the 6th 
avenue Hippodrome, now dark, 
making its rental offers to the Fred 
F. French Co., owners of the prop- 
erty. Bid made by the theatre cir- 
cuit is said to be a guarantee of 
$210,000 yearly on a _ percentage 
split, with the understanding if the 
split goes to $156,000 within the 
year, rental stops at that figure. 
Present offer takes in one year only. 
A labor situation which closed 
the Hip for RKO will be smoothed 
out, it is expected, the house to re- 
open with pictures only at present, 





if the rental terms are agreed upon. | 





SKOURAS-R KO 
POOL IN N. Y. 
AND N. J. 


Doubleheader deal on between 
Skouras Bros. and RKO for picture 
booking and stage show pool in and 
around New York. Part of the ne- 
gotiations so far unconcluded call 
for RKO to turn over on an out- 
and-out lease the Bardder & Pol- 
lock houses in New Jersey to Skou- 
ras, who also operate the former 
Fox houses in that territory. 
Around eight houses figure in the 
B. & P. deal. 

A second deal, which has gathered 
more headway, is a picture booking 
and stage show pool for the RKO 
Jefferson and the Skouras’ Acade- 
my, on 14th street, downtown New 
York, and the RKO Coliseum and 
the Skouras’ Audubon in Washing- 
ton Heights. 


The operating end of these houses 
are meant to be unchanged in the 
‘deal. 

Under the terms, RKO will han- 
dle the stage show bookings at the 
Academy for Skouras and also take 
over all of the film booking end of 
Skouras’ theatres in and around 
New York. That includes Jersey. 


Fixing the RKO vaude booking 
at the Academy, however, means 
further negotiations between Skou- 
ras and Fanchon & Marco, in order 
to effect the deal, as F. & M. hold 
a vaude booking contract for all 
Skouras spots anywhere. 

Under the proposed deal on these 
houses the Jefferson will stick to 
straight films, with the Academy 
running combo, while uptown the 
Coliseum will stick to combo and 
the Audubon shift from combo to 
straight pictures. 











J. J. Murdock is leaving New 
York today (14) to spend the sum- 
mer with his family at their Beverly 
Hills home. It’s the first summer 
the Murdocks will have spent in the 
west. Heretofore they have sum- 
| mered at their estate in Larchmont, 
N. Y. and wintered on the Coast. 


On his way west Mr. Murdock will 
stop off to look over the Republicans} 
in convention in Chi. 


Adopts NG Policy 


June 13. 
adopting Metro’s 


Hollywood, 

Sam Katz is 
policy on Paramount 
lowing certain amount and time for 
improvements if necessary. 

Means sacrifice «f release dates, 
but is regarded as the safest and 
best means of safeguarding a pic- 
j ture. 








INDIES AND TWIN BILLS OUT 





MAJOR FIRMS 
DOUBLE ATTACK 


Allying Indie Exhibs in Bar- 
rage on Indie Producers 
—Exhibs Sense Their Ad- 
vantage and Will Listen | 
to Reason Only Upon 
Conditions — Exhibs Pri- 
marily Would Like a 30% 
Rental Cut 





40% IN U. S. 2-FOR-1 


First decisive move this week by 
the major companies to end double 
featuring is also an open declara- 
tion of war against the independent | 
producers who have fattened on th 
twin policy. 

Indie exhibitors are being ae 
as allied forces against the ae 
producers. Because of the remiss | 
of unprecedented concessions to 
indie box offices, indications are | 
that this week indie leaders will 
side with the majors. 

Alarm at what impends is already 
manifest in certain important indie 
producer circles. Even the biggest 
of the indie makers concede their 
present success to doubling, and 
have done everything in their power 
to fight early tendencies of the- 
atres to break away from the pol- 
icy, 

Indies right down the line admit 
that from 50 to 75% of their ac- 








Murdock West for Summer 


remakes, al- | 


counts are with theatres playing 
double bills. Such concerted agree- 
ment among circuits and indie 
operators may mean that the inde- 
pendent production field will retro- 
gress to an insignificance even less 
than formerly. 


40% Double Bill 


The industry today figures that 
fully 40% of the theatres through- 
out the United States are double 
featuring, with that tendency rap- 
idly spreading. This means that 
slightly over 6,000 of the 14,000 
theatres now operating are twin- 
ning. 

The account goal of the largest 
indie producers for the '32-'33 sales 
season does not exceed over 7,000. 
Thus, it is revealed, the end of 
doubling by formal agreement 
would reduce indie producers to a 
skeleton and virtually completely 
upset elaborate production plans 
and schedules which are now under 
way. 

Anticipation of this move is now 
seen as one reason for a sudden 
shutting down of production finance 


Public and Press Give Hell to 


Ohio Butchers 





Oe * 


KENT’S TRIPS 


With Foxites o- ‘east for 10 Days— 
To Europe July 1 

Cutting his trip to the Coast short, 
Sidney R. Kent will be back in New 
York in 10 days or so, in time to 
sail for Europe July 1 €6 look into 
reported differences over the opera- 
tion of the British Gaumont chain 
in which Fox is interested. 

Winnie Sheehan, Sol Wurtzel and 
John Stone left for Hollywood Sat- 
urday (11). 

With Kent on the same train went 
Louis B. Mayer, who off in 
Chicago for the M-G convention. 


stops 


KAN’S RADICAL 


EXHIBITION 
DECISION 


Kansas City, June 13. 
The Supreme Court of Kansas has | 
just handed down a decision of wide 


|interest to picture theatre managers 


and distributors, holding that a film 
company cannot contract for the 
showing of a picture in the state 
before the picture had been passed 
by the censor board, and declaring 
that it was a violation of the crimi- 
nal laws to do so. 


The decision further holds that 
until after the film has been ap- 
proved by the state censor board 
the producer or distributor cannot 
fix the price the local theatre is to 
charge * e public. 

United Artists sued R. E. Mills in 
an attempt to enforce a contract for 
the showing of the ‘Devil Dancer.’ 

The court held that to fix the ad- 
mission prices the theatre should 
charge is in violation of the state 
price-fixing law. 





U Retaining Neuman 
Despite His Walkout 


Universal City, June 13. 


Universal has taken up its option 
on Kurt Neuman, director, who 
walked out while megging Tom 
Mix’s ‘Pony Boy’ because the su- 
upervisor, Stanley Bergerman, in- 
sisted on standing behind Neuman 
while latter was filming long shots. 

Neuman will direct an untitled 











offers to indies by certain individ- 
uals who had cash on the line only 
a few weeks ago. It is also held up 
as the climax by major companies 
to a series of efforts to curb the 
indie producer inroads after sev- 
eral of the indie leaders had 
snubbed earlier overtures by the 
Hays organization. 

Indie exhibitors, according to 
their leaders, see the time as ripe to 
force through demands to which 
the major industry has turned only 
a deaf ear for the past decade. 
They do not regard the major 
move as inspired by philanthropy. 
Double featuring is causing more 
harm with the big circuits than the 
indie boxoffices. Indie producers, at 
the same time, they point out, are 
cutting into the sales of major dis- | 
tributors. 








Major Demands 
Two of the highlight demands | 
which indies are presenting among | 
| their terms to become major allies | 
} are: 
(1) A reduction in film rental 
|}commensurate with the decline in 
attendance. This, one indie leader 
calculates, should be at least a 30% 
cut in present major distribution | 
| demands. 
(2) Right of the indie to select | 
a certain percentage of his pictures. 
Other concessions which the 
indie exhibs will seek are held up 
|as strictly measures to protect the 
boxoffice that cuts its feature pro- 
gram in half. Certain of the exhib 
' spokesmen favor a committee of ex- 








comedy as his next. 


MORE ‘BROADCAST’ ACTS 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Calloway’s band will get a 
spot in Paramount's ‘Big Broad- 
east.’ Same for Arthur Tracy. 

Their stuff will be photographed 
in the east and dubbed into the 
picture here. Similar process will 
be used for the Boswell Sisters and 
Donald Novis. 


Cab 





hibitors which would be allowed 
to preview and pass official com- 
ment on pictures as they come up 
for general release. 

Regardless of the outcome of the 
present maneuvers indie exhibs feel 
they are now in the dictatorial po- 
sition. Failure to agree with the 
majors not only means continuance 
|of double featuring but a greater 


sympathy of the indie exhib for the | 


indie maker. 


Ratification of the agreement | 
means that double features will be 
|officially ended next fall and that 
; the war against the indie producers 
will be evidenced at once in the 


present selling season. 


not immediately introducing the 
| Singie feature policy, if approved, 
is that the boxoffice end of the in- 
dustry feels it cannot afford to! 
gamble with publie tastes ove 

| what has already slipped into 
worst period in the history : 
business. 


Over ‘Hell's Cuts 


Columbus, June 13. 
Local newspapers, backed by a 
loud protest from the public caused 
the Ohio State Censors to turn 
about It seems to make an all- 
time low. Incidentally it may prove 
that the public, if interested, can 


rise superior to the prejudices of a 
few ultra sensitive minds given con- 
trol over a public amusement. 
Ohio censors made very liberal 
cuts in ‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ 
eliminating many scenes vital to the 


story including that in which a 
corkscrew is substituted for a wed- 
ding ring. Removal of this scene 
left about half the story without 
clear motivation. 

Loew's Ohio theatre decided to 
book in the remains and take an 
appeal to the public instead of the 
courts. Aided by Paramount, which 


produced the picture, it persuaded 
the newspapers to campaign against 
the cuts. The picture was shown 
in its garbled form with the press 
and public raising such a howl of 
protest the Board overnight not only 
restored the ring scene but author- 
ized the replacement of other cut 
scenes which were essential to a 
proper enjoyment of the story. 





MILLIONS INVOLVED IN 
| NEW FOX LITIGATIONS 


Second suit of an expected legal 
double-header which the Fox prop- 
erties are aiming against William 
Fox in an effort to recover several 
million was filed in the Supreme 
Court, Nassau County, L. L, by Fox 
Films. Service on William Fox was 
reported to have been made yester- 
day (13). he first action, also in 
Nassau, was filed by Fox Theatres 
10 days ago. 

Allegations, according to report, 
are similar in both suits although 
the formal complaints have not yet 
been filed. Manipulation of com- 
pany assets for personal benefit is 
charged. 

Counter action by William Fox is 
seen in the offing. The two actions 
look likely to bust the original Fox 
situation wide open as it was two- 
and-a-half years when William Fox 
fought back the electrics and bank- 
ers for control of the companies he 
subsequently sold to Harley L. 
Clarke for an aggregate $21,000,000. 
Of this sum a salary of $500,000 for 
five years went to Fox for being 
chairman of the Fox Film Advisory 
Committee. 

According to latest reports Wil- 
liam Fox was still drawing his 
$41,000 monthly salary with the 
present suits not indicating wheth- 
er a termination of his service with 
the company is to come or not to 
come, 


KATZ DENIES SCHULBERG 
WILL LOSE TO COHEN 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Sam Katz denied a report current 
in Hollywood that Emanuel Cohen 
would become permanent produg- 
tion head of Paramount upon re- 
turn of B. P. Schulberg from his 
New York vacation. 

Report was to effect that Katz 























Reason for | 


would remain here and work with 
Cohen until the first half of next 
| year’s production was readied and 
| that Schulberg would be assigned to 
the ranks of studio producers, with 
eight pictures to be made under his 
| supervision. 


Major Warner’s Trip 
Hollywood, June 13. 


Albert Warner, head of the 
sales organization, arrives 


Major 
Warner 


tomorrow (14) for the regional sales 
|meet next Monday and Tuesday. 
NO U VACATIONS 
Hollywood, June 13 
Universal has issued a_ studio 
order that none of personne! get 


} vacations this year. 
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Despite Coast's Gum Theatre 
Biz, Skouras Keeps Em Open; 


Indies Rant at Double Bills: 


Los Angeles, June 13. 
Returning from a three weeks’ 
tour of the coast, Charles Skouras 
announced that Fox-West Coast 
does not contemplate closing any 
houses during the summer months. 
Economy cuts will continue, and it 


is hoped that through the continued 
tightening it will be unnecessary to 
darken theatres. 

Coast conditions have taken a 
drop during the past two weeks, 
with the Los Angeles district show- 
ing the smallest fall-off. Entire bay 
region, including San Francisco and 
Oakland, has shown a marked de- 
cline, with the greyhound races at 
Belmont getting the blame. Races 
have been playing to an average of 
20,000 nightly for the past month, 

In Dumps 


Portland, Seattle, Tacoma and 
Spokane have been in the dumps 
for several months. RKO’s recent 
policy change with its houses in 
these cities switching from a full to 
split week has pulled its theatres 
up slightly, but they’re still oper- 
ating in the red. 

Fresno, Stockton, Bakersfield and 
other inlan- cities in California are 
geeing nothing but red ink. 

Local conditions in the neighbor- 
hood houses has not been so bad. 
Downtown deluxers, while not 
making much headway, have been 
breaking even with the exception of 
the Paramount. Loew’s State has 
been getting the best breaks with 
good product and remains the ace 
house of the town. 

Stages Some Help 


Policy change at the RKO and 
Orpheum, switching vaude to the 
Jatter and Paul Ash stage shows at 
the RKO, has built up business at 
both houses, but as yet it’s no rave. 

Hardest hit locally are the down- 
town grind houses that are double- 
billing, and that includes all but a 
couple. All operators of the houses 
have been advocating returning to 
single bills. 

Several meetings have been held 
on the double-billing situation, but 
nothing has come from them, oper- 
ators claiming that the Skouras 
Brothers refuse to agree to the 
elimination of twin features. 





San Francisco, June 13. 


Charlie Skouras this week con- 
ferred with Arch Bowles on mana- 
gerial changes. Tom Soriero was 
shifted from district managership 
of the Oakland territory to Arizona. 
Dick Spier was promoted from 
chieftainship of the Bay district sub- 
sequent run houses to a post that 
gives him supervision of all first 
runs in San Francisco and Oakland, 
including the Fox, Paramount and 
Warfield here, and the Paramount 
and Fox Oakland, in Oakland. 

Jack Frost was brought from the 
northwest to assume Spier’s former 
job. 

Spier, until the Skouras regime, 
was manager of the Paramount 
here, and has since risen to the sec- 
ond highest post in the northern 
California division, second to 
Bowles. 





Part of the Skouras personnel is 
being moved from the Paramount 
building, New York, to the Fox home 
office this week. This represents vir- 
tually the entire Skouras film buy- 
ing department. Skourases, them- 
selves, however, will retain their 
present quarters in the Par building. 

Closer knitting physically of the 
Fox theatre operators and the Fox 
organization is declared by Fox ex- 
ecutives to indicate nothing of a rift 
between the two. There have been 
rumors during the past few weeks 
that differences existed and that 
Skouras had offered to turn back 
his contract as operator. These 
whisperings were at the same time 
discredited by Fox executives, who 
said that the arrangement with the 
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. P-P After Farnol 

An offer to join the Paramount 
Publicity department has been made 
to Lynn Farnol, it is said. He has 
been Sam Goldwyn’s eastern press 
representative for years. Farnol is 
at present on the Coast and due to | 
remain there through the. summer. 

Sam Palmer, many years with 


Publix in charge of advertising on | 
short subjects, will be dropped from | 
report. } 

Added to Arthur Mayer's depart- 
ment yesterday (Monday) were Vir- | 
ginia Morris and Leon Benson, for- 
merly U. P. man who was last in 
charge of RKO publicity in Cin- | 
cinnati. Miss Morris will be gen- | 
eral assistant to Bill Danziger, | 
while Benson will write press book | 
publicity. 


Bicycling Films in | 
Chi to Chisel Rental 
Cost on Print Saving | 


Chicago, June 13. 


Railroading of pictures locally 
has jumped terrifically within the 
past three months, and bicycling is 
no secret. Exchanges know what's 
going on, most of ’em sell their 
flickers on this cycling basis. 

Two theatres in different sections 
of town buy their flickers together 
on the bicycling idea, figuring that 
by making use of one print they 
should receive reductions in price. 
In most cases the exchanges, espe- 
cially the indie outfits, are chopping 
the regular rentals accordingly, fig- 
uring the saving in the print cost, 
and the houses themselves pay all 
tHe bicycling costs. In many ways 
it rates as a life-saver for the indie 
exchanges which operate on a min- 
imum number of prints and who 
are unable to borrow prints from 
sister out-of-town ex¢éhanges as do 
the national distribs. 

Double features have made the 
railroading job perfectly simple as 
far as the time element is con- 
cerned. The old split-second timing 
is no longer necessary, since the 
twin bills make the show long 
enough to cart the prints back and 
forth with plenty of minutes to 
spare, 


Goldstone Won't Let Ed. 
Take Halperins’ ‘Zombie’ 


Hollywood, June 13. 


Phil Goldstone has refused to 
okay release of Halperin Bros.’ ‘The 
White Zombie’ by Educational after 
contracts were signed calling for 
$100,000 cash and $100,000 in notes 
plus a percentage as the brothers’ 
end. Goldstone, who financed the 
picture, claims that after the sign- 
ing Educational wanted to reduce 
the amount of cash and increase the 
notes. 

Picture is currently attached by 
Universal for a $10,000 studio rental 
bill. 

Goldstone left here last week 
for Chicago, where he will stage the 
first sales conference of his newly- 
organized Majestic Picture Co. 
With him were Nat Levine, pro- 
ducer and coast exchange operator; 
William | Montgomery, exchange 
man, and King Charney, head of the 
Royal Laboratory. 

Following the Chicago meeting, 
Goldstone will go to New York to 
make arrangements for foreign dis- 
tribution. 


Multicolor Co-Op 





























brothers is satisfactory to the Fox 
interests. 


Frank Buck with Film 
Frank Buck has been booked by 
RKO to make a personal appear- 
ance with his film, ‘Bring 'Em Back 
Alive’ week June 24 at the State 
Lake, Chicago. This is in addition 
to Buck’s twin personal showing 
next.week (17) at the Mayfair, New 

York and the Albee, Brooklyn, 
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Hollywood, June 13. 
Multicolor laboratory is reopen- 





[st Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week June 17 





Paramount — ‘Thunder Be- 
low’ (Par). 

Roxy—‘Society Girl’ (Fox) 
(2a week). : 

Capitol — ‘Huddle’ (Metro) 
(16). 

Rivoli — ‘Doomed Battalion’ 
(U) (2d week). 

Strand—‘Winner Take All’ 
(WB) (16). 

Mayfair—‘Bring ’Em Back 
Alive’ (Radio). 

Rialto—‘Scarface’ (UA) (5th 
week). 


Winter Garden—‘Dark Horse’ 
(FN) (2d week). 





Week June 24 


Paramount—'Making a Star’ 
(Par). 

Capitol— ‘New Morals 
Old’ (Metro) (23). 

Rivoli— ‘Doomed Battalion’ 
(U) (3d week). 

Strand—‘Winner Take All’ 
(WB) (2d week). 

Mayfair—‘Bring ‘Em Back 
Alive’ (Radio) (2d week). 

Rialto — ‘Freaks’ (Metro) 
(tentative for 25). 

Winter Garden—‘Dark Horse’ 
(FN) (3d. week). 


for 





$2 Picture . 


‘Grand Hotel’ (Metro) (As- 
tor) (10th week). 





| Chaplin, 


weekly “Variety.” 


department. 


——— 


Hollywood : 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printeg 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





Montgomery Stays Mad 
Douglass Montgomery, ‘here for 
three Pasadena Community The- 
atre plays, steering clear of stu- 





idios. Claims he can’t get good 
|parts unless he ties himself up on 
la termer. Wants to go back to 
|N. ¥. in the fall. 





} 
Chaplin’s Gesture 
Probable re-issue of ‘Gold Rush’ 
only anticipated activity of Charles 
who returns here Thurs- 


day (16) after 16 months abroad. 





New title for ‘Phantom of Crest- 
wood’ at Radio is ‘Phantom Faces.’ 





Richard Tucker will produce and 
direct ‘Sisters of the Chorus’ at the 
Hollywood Playhouse about July 1. 





Pearl With Ziedman 
Richard J. Pearl, former Tec-Art 
vice-president, and Benny Ziedman 
will produce six for stage rights. 
Pearl also on Ziedman’s production 
staff for four World Wide produc- 
tions, first being ‘Bacheior Mother.’ 





Goodrich-Hackett at M-G 
Francis Goodrich and _ Albert 
Hackett at Metro to survey possi- 

biliies of accumulated scripts, 





Cohen Leaving U 











ing on a commonwealth plan, sug- 
|gested by E. W,. Durst, receiver. 

First job for the co-op tech- 
nicians will be prints of ‘Tex Takes 
a Holiday,’ which was filmed in 
| Multicolor for Jack Barnstyn. 
| Meanwhile the receiver will look 
|for more lab work to keep the co-op” 
jcrew busy. 


Metrotone’s $50,000 
Bid for Exclusives 
On Olympic Gets Air 


Los Angeles, June 13. 


Olympic Games committee has 
decided to give all newsreels equal 
rights in photographing events at 
the games. Several months ago, 
Hearst Metrotone News is reported 
to have offered the committee $50,000 
for exclusive rights. 

Committee is now toying with the 
idea of producing its own series of 
pictures on the games. Would not 
be for general release but for pri- 
vate showing as a history of the 
games. 

Dickering between Metro and the 
committee is still on for production 
of a series of one-reel sport pictures. 


12 PATRONS HURT IN 3D 
PUBLIX-TEXAS BOMBING 


Dallas, June 13. 

Stench bomb explosion at the 
Publix-Palace here Saturday (11) 
sent six patrons to local hospitals 
and injured six others less seriously, 
all suffering from burns. 

Similar to the recent Publix-Aztec 
explosion at San Antonio, the bomb 
went off under a seat in middle of 
audience during the first night per- 
formance, 

On the injured list is Franco 
Autori, the Chi Civic Opera con- 
ductor. 

Bombing is the third of its kind 
in Texas during the past few weeks, 
two of them in Publix stands, 
closely following P-P’s general 
labor notice for de luxe houses in 
this section. 














Par Adds Arlen 
Hollywood, June 13. 
Paramount is adding Richard Ar- 
len to its Lowe-McLagien lineup for 
‘Riddle Me This.’ 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Salph d’Alberich. 
Phil Goldstone, 
Joe Skirboll. 
Lawrence Schwab. 
Kay Francis. 
Kenneth McKenna. 
Charles Buckley. 

‘ William Fanning. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Paul Trebitsch. 
Ben Serkowich. 
S. R. Kent. 

L. B. Mayer. 

W. R. Sheehan. 
John Stone. 

Sol Wurtzel. 
Leslie Howard. 
O. P. Heggie. 
Paul Bern. 

Jack Bellmaar. 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Muni. 
L. Wolfe Gilbert. 
J. J. Murdock. 











Bdward Small. 


Lester Cohen leaves Universal on 
completion of ‘Animal World’ 
script for New York and playwrit- 
ing. 





Ahearn’s Shorts 
Following completion of RKO 
route in Kansas City, Will and 
Gladys Ahearn return for series of 
Metro shorts. 





Gore’s Unloading 
Five of the Main street houses 
owned by the Gore Brothers have 
been subleased in the past two 
weeks. Gores retained Star and 
Garter and Burbank, both playing 
burlesk. 





Menjou for ‘Farewell’ 
Adolphe Menjou’s’ two-picture 
contract with Columbia halted 
while actor goes to Paramount for 
‘Farewell to Arms.’ 





Harvey Thew on the Par writing 
staff. 





Flash, dog actor, to be featured 


in a state rights picture by William 
Lackey. 





Compton Dissatisfied 
Juliette Compton wants Para- 
mount to release her from her re- 
maining year on contract. Says 
her parts have been insignificant. 





Culver’s Dog Track 
Greyhound racetrack opens quiet- 
ly at Culver City Thursday (16) 
for a 21-day meet, Will be 10 
races nightly, and plays matinees 
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 
Option system pays off only on 
nose and place. 





Lloyd Corrigan back from Eu- 
rope waiting for a Paramount di- 
recting assignment. 





Beall’s Ballyhoo Suit 
Harry Hammond Beall _ suing 
L. A. Animal Farms for $300, six 
weeks publicity service. 





Aben Kandel doing screen treat- 
ment of ‘Virtue’ at Columbia. 





Two for ‘Cat’ 
Paul Gregory and Arman Kaliz 








placed for ‘Cat and Fiddle’ coast 
production. Roy Webb coming 
from New York as musical director. 





Anderson Goes Home 
Maxwell Anderson returned east 
after six weeks at Columbia on 
‘Washington Merry-Go-Round.’ Jo 
Swerling now doing additional work 
on the script. 





Educational Reopening 
Reopening of Educational lot 
slated for week of June 20 when 
Norman Sper’s ‘Jerry of the Jour- 
nal’ series and C. C. Burr’s ‘Torehy’ 
series go into work. 





Holman Likes Hollywood 
Scarcity of vaude bookings 
around New York driving Harry 
Holman back to pictures, ; 





Tom White readvine ‘Philippine 
Islands,’ travelog, for release with 
score by Alois Reiser. 











Second ‘Our Gang’ comedy de- 
layed a month until Dickie Moore 
is finished with ‘Rlonde Venus’ at 


Paramount. 





Herman Gumbin and cousin, Rob- 
ert Gumbiner, producing cartoon 
shorts. 


White’s Maryland Feature 
Tom White leaving in 10 days to 
produce fishing feature in Mary- 


Aa ee 


land using native cast. Story, ths 
tled ‘Nor-easter,’ is an original by 
Walter Woods. Charles Vidor ig 
associate director and Leon Sham«< 
roy will camera. ’ 





Kosloff for Orgy 
Theodore Kosloff back in town to 
routine Roman orgy dance sceneg 
in ‘Sign of the Cross’ for C, BR 
DeMille at Par. 





Retakes for story 


buildup on” 
‘Red Headed Woman’ 


at Metro, 





Booker Becomes Agent 
John Beck, Jr., RKO club booker, 
resigned to handle local vaude de« 
partment of Weber-Simon agency, 





More Rest for Jackie 
Jackie Cooper is given a rest by 
M-G-M while writing staff is worke 
ing out a story that will bracket 

him with Lionel Barrymore. 


New Vaude Combo 
Kenneth Harlan and Al St. John 
have teamed for vaude with the pair 
breaking in at the State, Long 
Beach, last Saturday (22). 





No Play for Help 

In line with present economia 
measures of operating, Charles 
Skouras has declared all vacations 
of Fox-West Coast male employes 
off, including execs. Femme em-« 
ployes will receive one week vaca« 
tion with pay. 


Fineman with Metro 
Irving Fineman, who wrote prizd@ 
Story, ‘Lovers Must Learn,’ now 
here on Metro’s writing staff withe 
out any particular assignment, 





Offers for Friedman 
Phil Friedman, former casting di« 
rector at Universal, returned from a 
four-week jaunt to New York and 
has offers from two major studios to 
handle their talent-seeking forces. 





Fay’s Idea 
Frank Fay is dickering with Fox< 
West Coast to play his unreleased 
feature, ‘A Fool’s Advice,’ in con- 
junction with personal appearance@ 
of himself and Barbara Stanwyck. 





Paramount’s most loaned player, 
Irving Pichel, goes to Fox for ‘After 
the Rain.’ 





Paul Stein, who recently vacated 
his directorial post at Radio, now 
negotiating similar contract with 
M-G-M. 


June Knight’s Term 
Metro and June Knight of ‘Hot 
Cha’ getting together on a long« 
termer, agented by Leo Morrison. 


Last for Gloria Shea on her 13- 
week Warner contract is ‘Three on 
a Match.’ 





Lackey’s Oats 
Back as an indie producer, Wil< 
liam Lackey, former western pro< 
duction head for Pathe, announces 
a series of state-right oat operas. 


Zita Johann’s first for Radio will 
be ‘13 Women,’ due to postponement ° 
of ‘Deported.’ 
Crosby’s Par Dates 

Bing Crosby personals a week at 
the Paramount theatre, here, start- 
ing July 7, then goes to Par studio 
for ‘The Big Broadcast.’ 





Dave Garber heads Charles R 
Rogers’ art and construction depart- 
ments. Bossed construction at 
Pathe for Rogers. 

O. P. Heggie goes into Metro’s 
‘Smilin’ Thru’ on arrival from New 
York this week. 





Flinn Back 
John C. Flinn returned to the 
coast last Sunday (12) after three 
weeks in New York, negotiating 
radio work for Collier-Flinn clients. 


Buddy Rogers spent two days in 
Hollywood last week looking after 
real estate matters. 





Usherette’s Bouncer 
Ruth Wonderly, usherette at the 
Music Box for ‘Hit the Air,’ filed 
complaint against Harry Sugarman 
at the labor bureau, claiming she 
was given a rubber check for $9 for 
working nine performances. 
Foreclose Schenck Lots 
Two lets held by Joseph M. 
Schenck in film row district ordered 
(Continued on page 33) 


LUDDY’S COMMISH TAP 
Los Angeles, June 13. 


J. G. Mayer, Ltd., is suing Ed- 


| ward I. Luddy (Ludwig), Universal 
| director, for $311 


commission. 
Agency figures the director col- 





lected $3,866 at Universal from 
June 13 to October 25, 1930, on 
which he paid only $75 commission, 
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Distribs and Exhibs Moving Slow 
On New Product's Selling Season’ 


+. 


The 1932-33 sales season will be 
protracted late into the fall and will 
go down on record as the slowest 
and most cautious selling, as well 
as buying, film year in the business. 

Companies which have had their 
galesmen out for several weeks re- 
port an unusual caginess on the part 
of exhibitors. Instead of high- 
pressuring, distributors, for the most 
part, are moving as carefully as the 
exhibitors. It is stated greater care 
must be exercised in accepting con- 
tracts, that theatre owners no longer 
can go to the banks for loans when 
necessary as in previous years. 

tealization that selling and buy- 
ing, as well as everything else, must 
adjust themselves to new condi- 
tions, is held up by distributors as 
a summary of the reasons for un- 
precedented tardiness. 

Conceding that the past season 
was below expectations, not oniy at 
the box office but in delivery of the 
number of pictures promised, dis- 
tributors concur with exhibitor lead- 
ers that theatre owners had better 
delay than act hastily. 


Federal Tax Angle 


Reaction of the Federal income 
tax is one of the angles held up as 
retarding sales. Until new prices 
can be put to public test, exhibitors 
are dubious about handling the new 
product situation. 

While the plan of virtually all cir- 
cuit houses is to pass the tax on to 
the public the anticipated effect 
upon the industry as a whole is 
causing consternation. 

Right after England imposed its 
tax on theatres, the decline at Brit- 
ish box offices was 35%. This low 
level, however, was not permanent 
in England, but, film authorities 
agree, it would only have to be short 
lived 
close up a number of theatres. 

Film authorities figure that it will 
be early in July before a definite re- 
action of the public to the Federal 
tax on admissions of 4lc and up, 
which becomes effective June 21, 
can be recorded. 





Democrats-Newsreels 
Stubborn Over Juice 
Cost at Convention 


Newsreels may give Democrats 
a light once-over. Reels Monday 
(yesterday) delivered an ultimatum 
to the Democratic National Com- 
mittee to the effect that if the 
Jeffersonians are so economically 
inclined that they won't pay the 
$4,000 necessary to keep the big 
hall properly lighted the reels will 
snub the event, 

Trouble started when  Jouett 
Shouse, acting chairman, declared 
the newsreels will have to foot the 
lighting bill if they want spot news. 
Shouse angle is that the reels will 
make money on the assignment and 
that if they don't want to spend 
money the Democrats are not con- 
cerned about their making it. 

Republicans, always more pros- 
perous, have agreed to take on the 
lighting responsibilities in return 
for the newsreel publicity. Light- 
ing company in Chicago, according 
to word in New York, is prepared 
to rip out special equipment used 
for G.O.P. unless it gets assurance 
right after the first feat that the 
second convention bill will be paid. 





Ed.-W. W. Western Meet 
Hollywood, June 13. 
Regional sales meeting of Educa- 
fonal-World Wide will be held here 
June 23 and 27 following the New 
York and Chicago conventions. 
Joe Brandt, Joe Goldberg and 
Gordon White will represent the 
home office. 





Herman’s Half Dozen 
Hollywood, June 13. 

Al Herman, who Was producing 
for the now defunct Peerless Pic- 
tures, will do six states righters 
for Adolph Pollock. 

Being financed by Consolidated 
Lab. 


in the U. S. at this time to! 





Sound Advice 


Los Angeles, June 138. 

Theatre manager, with in- 
structions to phone his divi- 
sion chief on all matters, got 
in touch with the boss to tell 
him the sound was haywire. 

‘ERPI isn't giving us serv- 
ice,” he complained. 

‘Fire him and get another 
man,’ the boss replied. 


Writers N.G. Own 
Code in Battle 
For Film Credit 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Newly accepted writers’ code met 
a snag for the first time at Radio 
when five writers fought to get 
screen credit although the credit 
clause in the code only calis for 
two. If sundry scribblers on the 
job can't agree then it rests with 
the producers to fill in at their dis- 
cretion. 

Scrap started on credits for ‘Truth 
About Hollywood.’ Dave Selznick 
stepped in and decided to give fol- 
lowing credits: ‘Adaptation by Gene 
Fowler and Rowland Brown from 
story by Adele Rogers St. Johns. 
Screen play by Jane Murfin and 
Ben Markson.’ ej 














Two ‘Tarzans’ for Fall 


Hollywood, June=13. 


With Sol Lesser holding his 
‘Tarzan’ serial rights $10,000 higher 
than Metro’s top bid, attempt of 
latter to clear up ape story con- 
fusion flopped. Lesser is starting 


his chapter play shortly for Sep-: 


tember release, ahead of Metro's 
sequel. 

Metro wanted all rights to pro- 
tect sequel to its Tarzan feature 


and also to avoid confusion be- 


tween Johnny Weismuller and 
James Pierce, the latter Lesser’s 
Tarzan, 





INDIE JUNGLE FILM 
Holly ‘ood, June 13, 

Indie wild animal picture is being 
made at the old Selig studio by Tom 
Griffith under the title ‘Mad Jus- 
tice.’ It has release set for July 
15. Cast includes Pauline Holden, 
Jackie Searle, King Baggott and 
Jarry Lamont. 

Mad Justice, Ltd., was incorp- 
orated last week by Griffith, Jeffer- 
son J. Logue and George Shippey 
to handle the film. 





AUSTIN’S SPEC LANDS 
Culver City, June 13. 

Two novelty shorts produced in- 
dependently by Harold Ausiin have 
been purchased by M-G-M and will 
be released soon under captions of 
‘Duckhunter's Paradise’ and ‘Perils 
of the Desert.’ 

Metro is retaining the producer 
to make additional shots for both 
pictures, which when completed will 
be dialogued by Pete Smith. 





Ross’ Collegian Yen 
Culver City, June 13. 
Nat Ross, who directed ‘The Col- 





legians’ shorts for Universal five 
years ago, intends doing a new 
series along the same lines inde- 
pendently. He's now looking at 


| possibilities for the leads with pro- | 


| duction of the shorts depending on 

/his success in locating the right col- 

|legiate types. 
Ross is under 


contract as pro- 


| ducer to Van Beuren. 
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As Metro’s Bid Spurned 
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Present Machinery Rusty, Is 
View of Big Distributors 
—Will Experiment First 
and Feel Way — Publix 
for Deluxe Protection De- 
spite Possibly Injuring 
Own Subsequents 





75% OF REVENUE 


First run accounts of the coun- 
try, returning 75% of a film’s rev- 
enue, must be protected by the dis- 
tributors through the exclusive run 
plan in whatever form seems work- 
able, it is now increasingly held 
bythe theatre chains. Producer- 
owned circuits are far in the ma- 
jority on first run representation 
and, it is promised, wil! demand a 
system of distribution designed to 
safeguard their business. 

Sales machinery has become as 
rusty as a 1910 Ford. According 
to some distributor. sources, pro- 
duction and theatre operation have 
moved ahead with the times, but 
the system of distribution remains 
as it was in the beginning. 

For this reason, major distrib- 
utors, wrestling with exclusive run 
and other ideas, feel that any new 
thought in the direction of market- 
ing and exhibiting pictures should 
be given a hearing. 

So far the distributors have not 
advised the chains what system of 
|}sales they will employ this year, 
but at least three companies are 
looked to as leading off on exclu- 
sive runs with this season’s prod- 
uct. 

These are Paramount, Metro and 

(Continued on page 19) 


Chi Censors Likely, 
But No Chief Ziegler, 








Chicago, June 13. 

It appears now that the town is 
finally through with Effie ‘Pinkie’ 
Ziegler as censor-in-charge or any 
other kind of picture’ reviewer. 
Upon further consideration last 
week the finance committee of this 
county 
board will be retained, but will be 
sliced to four people. 

One of these four, however, will 
not be Mrs. Ziegler, since appro- 
priations were indicated only for 
regular censors; not a dime for cen- 
| sor-in-charge which is her official 
rating. 

It is the sincere hope of the 
exchanges locally that Frankie 
Jaames, the latest addition to the 
board, will be retained, since Miss 
Jaames has demonstrated herself 
to be an upright, conscientious re- 
viewer, who leans neither forward 
nor backward in her judgment of 
the moral values of films. 

At the meeting of the finance 
committee last week a flock of 
clubwomen showed to bring pan- 
demonium to the usually solemn 
discussions. The air was filled with 








} é . 

| loud howlings about ‘saving the 
|morals of the children.’ Mayor 
|Cermak, however, refused to be | 


bulldozed by the yelping femmes 
and took a few verbal slaps at the 


board by reminding the clubwomen | 


that the censor board had proven 
that it itself had to be censored. 
He particularly mentioned Doug- 
las Fairbanks’ ‘Around the World 


,in 80 Minutes,’ referring to the 
scene in which Chicago was rep- 
resented with machine-gun fire, 


which scene was personally yanked 


by the mayor after it had been 
okayed by the censors. 

His Honor also took a poke at 
the board for its see-saw mind in 
| first banning a flicker, then cutting 
| and pinking it on second perusal, 


|and often finally giving tt a white | 


' permit. 
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Mayor Cermak’s Views 


indicated that the censor | 
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Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales High. Low. Last.chge 
1,300 Con. F. pf... 3% 3%— % 
1,600 Eastman K.. 42% 40% 4142+ %& 
1,400 *Loew ceeeee 16% 15 16% 
9,400 Par.-P. ...0. 25, 2% 2%+ % 
100 Pathe pf..... 24 % M+ *% 
1,300 RCA ccccocce 3% 3% 3% 
TOG REGO: icecnrces 2% 2% %— % 
L200 W. Biscocses % % % 
BONDS 
85.000 LeeW ..ccccs FO 68 70 +1% 
4.000 Pa Fam 18 174 17% 
8.000 Par.-P,  cseee 16 15 15 - | 
Lf | jf oe 12 11% 12 +41 
CURB 
200 Gan. Th. pf.. % % %— ¥% 
100 Tech. weccoee % % % 
* Ex-div. 











AGREE TO PASS 
10%, TAX 10 
PUBLIC 


Representatives of the affiliated 
circuits in meeting yesterday (13) 
at the Hotel Astor, New York, 
agreed to pass the admission tax on 
to the public in the great majority 
of cases. Only exceptions may be in 
the lower prices, where a possible 
reduction in price may be allowed 
to within the 41c limit. These situ- 
ations are considered scattered. 

Col. Edward Schiller, v.-p. of 
Loew's, was spokesman for the 
group who spent most of the after- 
noon figuring out the tax matters 
after each of the big circuits had 
held private sessions of their own 
during the week. 

Circuits and their representatives 
at the meeting included, besides Col. 
Schiller, Joe Vogel of the same com- 
pany, George Skouras of the Skou- 
ras-Fox group, John Balaban and 
David Chatkin of Publix, and H. 
Hoffman and Harry Charnas for 
Warners. 

The committee was stated as hav- 
ing no other course open for the cir- 
cuits than to pass on the tax to the 
public, because any scheme that 
might be arranged to overcome the 
tax is illegal and could be construed 
as a subterfuge to get around the 
revenue laws. The U. S. revenue 
|}acts specifically provides against 
such plans, 





Los Angeles, June 13, 

Los Angeles theatre managers are 
holding a meeting Tuesday (14) to 
decide who will absorb the 10% the- 
atre tax, effective June 21. 

Chains informed their local men 
that the procedure is up to them 
and looks as if the public will ab- 
sorb tax. 


B&K Offer Oriental 
Landlord Profit Bit 
For 50% Rent Slash 


Chicago, June 13. 
Unable to get a straight rental 
reduction for the Oriental, B&K 
offered the Masonic Temple 
| building, owners of the property, 
|a share of the profits in the house 











has 


| $7500 to $3,500 a week. 

| Unusual terms of the proposi- 
| tion calls for the building to take 
everything from the boxoffice, after 
the regular overhead of the house 
had been deducted, up to $3,500, 
which sum would make up for the 
approximate 50% rental cut. So 
far the building hasn’t signified ac- 
ceptance, with chances’. unlikely 
that it will. 


dividual Publix corporate’ setup, 
|under B&K operation. House has 
been swimming in the red for some 
time, 


1,600,000 Share Stock Market Day 
yFS Leaves Prices Where They Were; 
Par Shows Slight Animation 


By AL GREASON 


Dullness trading day in a month 
or more found the total at 3 o’clock 
around 600,000 shares yesterday 
(Monday) and prices almost ex- 
actly where they finished Saturday. 
Apparently the market was waiting 
upon Washington and the develop- 
ments from Chicago; where G. O. P. 
factions locked horns on repeal on 
the eve of the convention and the 
House made its expected bonus 
gesture. 

Loew slipped a fraction upon go- 
ing ‘ex’ its quarterly 75 cents, 
while Paramount appeared in & 
few major transactions during the 
day with prices slightly up. One 
trade involved nearly 6,000 shares 
at 2%, which was up an eighth 
from the last previous transaction, 
Other amusements were ignored. 
Fox didn’t come out at all and only 
a little over 1,000 shares of War- 
ners changed hands. 

Bonds were likewise listless dur- 
ing the major part of the session 
with prices inclined to shade Satur- 
day's levels, but near the finish 
there was more activity at better 


prices. Principal liens were firm, 
All in all, the day appeared te 
have no significance, although it 


may have meant something that 
previous closings held all around 
in the face of rather sizable losses 
in the grain markets. 


Amusements Static 


Whatever there may be in store 
for the whole market over the im- 
mediate future, prospect looks re- 
mote for any major movement either 
way in the amusements, according 
to any examination of the week just 
passed for a hint of the outlook, 
During the sharp upturn of Friday 
and early Saturday that carried a 
considerable number of active issues 
through their former June tops, the 
picture issues made but feeble head- 
way, with, as usual, the solitary ex- 
ception of Loew's. 

Common stock of that company 
pushed ahead to a double top at 18 
even, for a net advance of 3 and @ 
fraction and for a second time 
backed away. The others did ex- 
actly nothing. Paramount was per- 
functorily bid up for a fraction, and 
so was RKO, but neither movement 
had the appearance of any sub- 
stance, 

Truth is that the whole amuse- 
ment group is being ignored in all 
quarters at this time. Box office re- 
ceipts are at the usual June ebb, 
prospect is that they will go lower 
for a month more or even twe 
months and, after the state of the 
theatre reveals itself in the normal 
late August revival, it will be ample 
time to consider purchases for @ 
possible profit later on, the film is- 
sues being unanimously regarded as 
‘cold weather’ movers. 

There is a chance, of course, that 
a campaign may be undertaken dur- 
ing the dull summer by some clique 
attempting to anticipate distant 
betterment, but that is not very 


low priced stocks in a better posi- 
tion to attract a following and sell- 
ing at equally low prices. 
Amusements have fallen so low 
that there is no incentive to spec- 
ulate in them on the short side, and 
for that reason the theatre shares de 
not get into a technically oversold 
position in which their sponsors can 
run them up against the bears, 
With four of the five active amuse- 
ments selling below $5 the chance 
of pulling an Auburn or a Case in 





if the rent would be chopped from | 


Oriental is controlled by an in- | 


them is negligible, and they will 
have to await basic business devel- 
(Continued on page 12) 
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RKO Recalls Serkowich 


Ben Serkowich is on his coast 
| ward way, again of the RKO explol- 
| tation staff. As the traveling exe 
| ploiteer he was let out by RKO twe 
|}or three weeks ago, but was recalled 

last week by the home office and 
| immediately assigned to the Pacifie 
| Coast territory. 

While moving up and down the 
coast, promoting the RKO theatreg, 
Serkowich will be under the supere 
| vision of Cliff Work, RKO divisional 
director, 





likely, there being too many other’ 
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Bonu Marchers-Police Spol. 
Matinee: Tab Aids Pan, $8,800: 





Sinners’ $14,000; ‘Court’ $17,500 





+ 
— 


Los Angeles, June 13. 


Current week will have no start-| 
ling effect at the box office. Locals 
hitting for beaches on week-end and| 

: 7 oi 
with shoppers conserving cash wa 
the Olympic games, it is catch-as-| 

. | 
eatch-can for the show houses, with] 
their merchandise being scanned in|! 
advance most carefully. 

Pantages will show best take it} 
has had in many a month with | 
‘Desert Song’ unit on stage and 


‘Young America’ on screen. Trade 


having seeped off at the Chinese, 
excursions are now in effect for 


Monday nights with party business 
also solicited to keep take over the 
$20,000 mark as long as possible. 
Paramount should creep ahead of 
its average for last month or so due 
to strength of stage show support- 


ing rather weak drawing opus in 
‘Sinners in the Sun.’ Heavy cam- 
paign on ‘Night Court’ at State 
might help toward around $20,000. 


Short-sightedness of the local police 
department cost the downtown the- 
atres their mat business Friday 
when the local ‘Bonus Army’ started 
its trek to Washington. 

Parade, though small, was tied up 
on Broadway for three hours, finally 
getting out of the theatre district 
around 2:30. What started out to 
be a small crowd of spectators 
finally grew to a mob of nearly 100,- 
000, with automobile and street car 
traffic tied in a knot. Mob was 
good natured, but business for the 
day was shot. 


Estimates for This Week 
Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 50-$1.50), 
‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) and _ stage 
show (7th week). With matinees 
slackening up and special nights 
added should bring around $22,000. 
Last week pulled through with 


treal last week. 
hot it was raining at theatre time 
and grosses dipped. 


'NEGRI-‘HELL’ LIFTING 
SAENGER NEAR $16,000 


13. 


giving 


New June 


Pola Negri, 


Orleans, 
in person, is 


the Saenger its best week in months. | 


House may get $16,000 this week. 
Ann Harding in ‘Westward 
sage’ doing something for Orpheum 
but other houses very light. 
Estimates for This Week 
Saenger (3,400; 65)—‘Merrily We 
Go to Hell’ (Par) and Pola Negri in 
person combo sending returns to 
$16,000, fine. Last week ‘Desire Me’ 
(M-G) $13,000, oke. 
Loew’s State (3,200; 


Pas- 


60)—‘Feller 


Needs a Friend’ (M-G). Poor on 
$8,000. Last week ‘Love Is a 
Racket’ (F-N) also $8,000. 

Orpheum (2,400; 60)—‘Westward 
Passage’ (Radio). Should get $9,- 
000, not bad. Last week ‘Attorney 
for Defense’ (Col) $8,000. 

Tudor (800; 35) —Tenderfoot’ | 
(FN). About $1,800. Last week 


‘Man About Town’ (FN) $2,000, mild. 


Montreal in Weather 








Slough; Even McLaglen 
Film Needs Vaud Aid 


Montreal, June 13. 
Almost everything slipped in Mon- 
When it wasn't 


Despite heavy 


23.500 cut of 33% in prices at main 
528,500. : stems, the fans are not coming 
Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-65),|/pack. Palace has heavy melodrama 


‘Two Seconds’ (FN) and vaudeville. 
Excellent start and should bring 
better than $8,300. ‘Molly Louvain’ 
(FN) lacked names, so total was 
just $9,100 last week. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-75),} 
*Week-end Marriage’ (FN). Started 
off as bloomer and around $6,100 
for 6 days. ‘Dark Horse’ (WB) 
opens Wednesday (15) for 8 days. 
‘Tenderfoot’ (FN) tickled manage- 
ment plenty with $14,700 last week. 

Orpheum (2,270; 35-90), ‘West- 
ward Passage’ (RKO) and vaude-|, 
ville. Ann Harding picture $13,000, 
exceptionally big." ‘Radio Patrol’ 
(U) hardly heavy enough to mean 
anything, so last week showed only 
$9,000, 


$1.50). 
was third week of 


total 
around $35,000. 


in ‘Attorney for Defense’ (Col), but 
cannot see much over $10,000 for it. 
Capitol hasbeen in a slough for 


Loew’s has a McLaglen pic- 
‘While Paris Sleeps’ (Fox) 


week. 
ture, 


and may with the aid of fair vaude 
get $12,000. 


Best picture in town 
‘Congress Dances’ at Princess de- 
serves a good play, but it’s no more 
than a hope for $6,500 with ‘Silver 
Lining.’ Nabes are in a bad way 
without much near by prospect. 
Estimates for This Week 
His Majesty’s (CT) (1,900; 50- 
Dark this week. Last week 
‘Grand Hotel’ 
(MG), which grossed $8,000, putting 
gross for three weeks at 


eygantages (Fox) (2,700; 10-75), Palace (FP) (2,700; 75), ‘Attor- 
h her . Nox) and stage| ney for Defense’ (Col). Not likely 
show. Stage show with p Perry to exceed $10,000 Last week 
en = — "ae, ‘Michael and — Mary’ (British) 

re sappointing on wOO:. | dear oe . 
‘Tarzan’ (M-G) drew kids galore Weather and lack of interest dent- 


and for second run here $7,100 oke. 


Paramount (Publix) (3,595; 35- 
$1), ‘Sinners in the Sun’ (Par) and 


ed gross.to $9,500. 


Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Rich 


Always With Us’ (WB) and ‘Young 


t America’ (Fox). Don’t look like 
stage show. Stage predominating| bringing this house to life. Per- 
Screen may bring around  §14,000./haps $9,000. Last week ‘Clara 


‘Forgotten Commandments’ 


(Par) 
only $11,000 for last week. 


RKO (2,950; 25-50), ‘The Road- 
house Murder’ (RKO) and ‘stage 
show. With pictures so-so, Paul 


Ash in third week skidding badly 
to $7,500. ‘Night World’ (U) not so 
intriguing, with Ash having to do 
the struggling for $8,800 last week. 


State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-75),|° 


‘Night Court’ (M-G) and stage show. 
Had big Hearst advance campaign, 
but will hardly hit over $17,500. 
‘Desire Me’ (M-G) with Garbo fell 
about $30 short of $26,000 last week. | 


Albee’s. Vaud Will Lead 
Quiet Prov. Wk., $9,000 


Providence, June 13. 

Theatres have their hands full 
combatting the beaches and amuse- 
ment parks, and for the current 
are circusing attractions in and 
near by Providence. | 

Looks like the Albee will be the 
only house to get any kind of a} 
decent gross this week, largely due | 
to the vaudeville. Paramount takes 
a nice spurt over recent house aver- | 
age, with week-end weather helping. | 


Estimates for This Week 














RKO Albee (2,300; 15-50-60)— 
‘Westward Passage’ (Radio) and 
vaude, Stage show will be largely 
responsible for nice $9,000. Last | 
week ‘For the Defense’ (Col) $7,500. 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-50) —'Congress | 


Dances’ (UA) and ‘Mystery Ranch’ 
(Fox). 


Second week of straight 
pictures not turning out so well. | 
Lucky to see $4,500, bad. Last 
week ‘Ferguson Case’ (WB) and| 
‘South of Rio Grande’ (Col) "Way 


off at $4,000. 

Loew’s State (3.700; 20-50-75) 
‘New Morals’ (M-G). Proving just 
an old-fashioned headache, despite 


will 


| ‘Shop Angel’ 


Deane’ (Par) and ‘Misleading Lady’ 
(Par). Just another brace of pic- 
tures; $8,500. 

Loew’s (3,200; 35-60), While Paris 
Sleeps’ (Fox) and vaude. Magician 
in vaude may boost kid trade a 
bit, but more than $12,000 not ex- 


pected. Last week ‘Freaks’ (MG) 
and vaude collected $11,500. 
Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60), 


‘Congress Dances’ (UA) and ‘Silver 
Lining’ (UA) merits a nice gross, 
but it isn’t likely it will be over 
$8,000. Last week ‘Shopworn’ (Col) 


and ‘High Speed’ (Col) grossed 
$7,000. 

Imperial (FF) (1,900: 25-40), 
‘Chauve Souris’ (French). This 
house has been slipping of late, 


French getting fed up and English 
not going; 2,500 is best guess. 
Last week ‘Miche’ (Par-French) 
near flop at $2,200, 


~ Tacoma Moderate 


Tacoma, June 13. 
Double feature policy at Rialto for 
midweek change now out with 
shortage looming. Improved prod- 
uct this week helping some. 
Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-35-50) 
|—‘Westward Passage’ (Radio) and 
|‘No Greater Hath’ (Col), split. A 
mild $4,000. ‘Last week, ‘Tenderfoot’ 
(FN) and ‘Roadhouse Murder’ 
(Radio) $4,700. 

Blue Mouse 
25)—‘Hotel 
Near $2,000. 








(Hamrick) 
Continental’ 
Last week ‘Destry’ (U) 


(650; 15- 
(Sono). 


poor, $1,800, Drew kids, but not a 
big count, 

Rialto (FWC) (1,200; °:25-35)— 
‘Mystery Ranch’ (Fox) and ‘Vivi- 
enne Ware’ (Fox) and ‘Desire Me’ 
(M-G) helping in this three-split 


week, $4,000. Last week ‘Man About 
Town’ (Fox), ‘Sinners in Sun’ (Par) 
and ‘Paris Sleeps’ (Par) off at $2,- 
800. 


Garbo's $19,700 
No Sensation 





For Baltimore’ 


Baltimore, June 13. 

The musician-manager setto took 
on an air of mystery over the week- 
end when rumors went the rounds 
that the orchestras will not go out 
at the Century and Hippodrome, as 
announced. According to the agree- 
ment between the managements of 
the three downtown combos—the 
Century, Keith’s and the Hipp—or- 
chestras and stage shows were to 
end this Friday (17). Keith’s ditched 
theirs a week ago. 

Now that the Rivoli is back on 
first-run, the Metropolitan is an- 
nounced to return to first showings 
late in August. This means an in- 
crease in first-run seatage, and the 
chances are that the Auditorium will 
be back again by that time. 

Biz continues under par. Mid- 
summer, with all the big houses now 
cooled, will show a pick-up, but in 
the meanwhile the going’s anything 
but good. Stanley with ‘Merrily We 
Go to Hell’ slightly out in front this 
week, but not smashing any records. 
‘Westward Passage’ and vaude looks 
okay at the Hippodrome. Elsewhere, 
just a week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Auditorium (Schanbergers) (1,- 
600). Dark, 
Century (Loew-United Artists) 


(3,200; 25-60), ‘New Morals for Old’ 
(M-G) and vaude. Last week of 
stage stuff unless the musician mess 
is ironed out. Stan Kavanaugh on 
stage. With no outstanding name in 
picture, biz is just pretty fair; will 
total a $17,500. Last week ‘Molly 
Louvain’ (FN) was weak at $16,000. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 
25-50), ‘Westward Passage’ (RKO) 
and vaude. Feeling let-down some- 
what after last week’s heavy gross. 
Vaude also scheduled to go out here 
beginning Friday. This week will 
go to a rather good $11,000. Last 
week ‘Beauty and the Boss’ (WB) 
and Ben Bernie got big money to 
the tune of $16,000. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) (2,500; 25- 
50), ‘Clara Deane’ (Par). House 
straight picture for first time this 
season. Orchestra and vaude went 
out here a week ahead of schedule. 
Running at a satisfactory, no-vaude 
pace and grossing $8,000. Last 
week ‘Night World’ was all okay at 
$12,000. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-50), 
‘Woman in Room 13’ (Fox). 3iz 
generally off, but this one should get 


Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25- la pretty fair $6,000. Last week ‘So- 


50), ‘Amour et Discipline’ (French). 
Doesn't mean a lot and may get 
$1,800. Last week ‘Pour un Sou 
d’Amour’ (French) grossed around 
same figure. 





every effort se Fs y | > ; 
Y_ citort to sell it to fans. Not! 1 ast week ‘As You Desire Me’ (M-G) 


| was somewhat of a b. o. disappoint- 
Biz was well above average | 


over $9,000, poor. Last week ‘Desire 
Me’ (M-G) $15,900, good. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
‘Society Girl’ (Fox) and ‘Strangers 
of Evening’ (Tiff). Twin bill bait 
probably garner a fair $7,500. 
Last week “Two Seconds’ (WB) and 
‘Street of Women’ (WB) hard word- 
of-mouth, dipping to $6,500. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50)—‘Merri- 


ly We Go to Hell’ (Par). A spurt 
for house at $8,000. Last week ‘For- 
gotten Commandments’ (Par) low 
$4,100. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-30) 


(Tower), ‘Arm of the 


| Law’ (Artclass). A fair $2,000. Last 
-| week ‘Honor of Press’ (Century) 
and ‘Death Valley’ (U) down to 
| $1,650, 





| downtown 


ciety Girl’ (Fox) was just pretty 
good at $6,000. 

Stanley (Loew-United 
(3,600; 25-60), ‘Merrily We Go to 
Hell’ (Par). Biz generally in the 
houses is below par. 
This one will lead the procession but 
won’t cross a pretty good $18,000. 


ment. 


of recent weeks, but for Garbo 


| should have bettered the $19,700. 


Parkway (Loew-United Artists) 
| (1,000; 25-35), ‘Huddle’ (M-G). Far 
from handsome. Will get a better 


|average week here, but won't cross 
$3,800. Last week ‘Scarface’ (UA) 
did a better average week than when 
at the bigger Stanley, grossing a 
$4,200, okay. 

Valencia (Loew-United Artists) 
(1,200; 25-35), ‘Huddle’ (M-G). Day 
and dated with the 
way. Won't keep pace, grossing 
about a fair $2,800. Last week 
‘Scarface’ (UA) was better than ex- 
pected te $2,700, 


Artists) 


uptown Park- | 


Stage Stars and ‘Sinners’ $32,000, 5 





‘HELL’-PASSAGE’ BOTH 
ABOVE $12,000-DENVER 


| Denver, June 13. 





Theatres are down from last 
| week, ‘Desire Me’ not going so} 
| strong at the Paramount after a 
good week at the Denver. 


Spasmodic weather also a curb. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 35-50- 
| 75)—Man About Town’ (Fox). 
| Around $6,000. Last week ‘Vivienne 
Ware’ (Fox) an average $6,500. 

Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-46-65) 
—‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ (Par) and 
stage show. Will be pretty good at 
$14,000. Last week ‘Desire Me’ 
(M-G) and good stage show pulled 
$14,900. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-50) 
—‘Westward Passage’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Fair for $12,000. Last week 
‘Flesh Is Weak’ (M-G) $15,000. Good. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25- 
35-50)—‘As You Desire Me’ (M-G). 
First time a film has been taken 
direct from the Denver to this 
house; $5,000 not so hot. Last week 
‘Sinners in Sun’ (Par) only $7,000. 

Rialto (Huffman) (900; 25-35-50) 
—‘Society Girl’ (Fox). Going along 
evenly on $3,500. Last week ‘Room 
13’ (Fox) $3,000. 








Indianapolis Going 
Light with No Stage 


Indianapolis, June 13. 


Nothing very red hot for the 
downtown area this week; no stage 
show and pictures are just usual in 
rating. Indiana and Circle, Skouras- 
Publix houses, are remaining open 
despite a stench attack two weeks 


ago. Indiana has climbed since the 
attack. Circle, too, is doing a bit 
better. Loew’s Palace is going in 


for morning shows for kids, and a 
revival of two-a-day for a week be- 
ginning June 24. 

Frances Dale of the Berkell stock, 
which closed last week at Keith's, 
opened a new act at the Lyric. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (4th Ave.) (1,100; 25-35- 
50), ‘Street of Women’ (WB). Will 
net close to $4,500, good. Dueto Kay 
Francis pull here, former local stock 
fav. Last week ‘Society Girl’ (Fox) 
fell off some and finished around 
$3,500. 

Circle (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 
25-35-50), ‘Week-end Bride’ (FN). 
Should help this theatre from going 
further in red. Will get around 
$5,000, but will have to climb. ‘Re- 
served for Ladies’ (Par) last week 
surprised house and finished near 
$4,400. Fans seemed to like sophis- 
ticated drama. 

Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 
25-35-50), ‘Tenderfoot’ (FN). Should 
gain to neat $12,000, but will have 
to finish exceptionally well. Last 
week Guy Lombardi on stage and 
‘Love Is a Racket’ (FN) did sur- 
prising $21,000. Biz always slack 
after a week of stage show. 

Lyric (4th Ave.) (2,600; 25-35-50), 
‘Mystery Ranch’ (Fox) and vaude. 
Will obtain $8,500. Jim and Walt, 
local radio favs, on stage will help. 
‘While Paris Sleeps’ and vaude last 
week just fair at $8,000. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
35-50), ‘When a Feller Needs a 
Friend’ (M-G). Due to combo pull 
will close at $7,000; little better than 
usual, Last week ‘Beast of the City’ 
(M-G) fair at $5,500. 


‘MERRILY,’ HIT REPEATS 
STAND OUT IN BOSTON 


Boston, June 13. 
Loew's State experiments on the 








| town this week with its revival of a}! 


| week of clickers that the patrons 
| have asked to be shown. The gross 

might not be anywhere near the 
| town’s highest, but considering the 


| film rentals, the State should come| 
Patrons voted heavy for} 


| out ahead. 
|‘Let Us Be Gay,’ ‘Possessed,’ ‘Hell 
Divers,’ and ‘Madelon Claudet,’ all 
to be shown in the current week. 
The Met has one of the best shows 
| in months, and with ‘Merrily We Go 
|to Hell’ and the Brox Sisters on the 
| stage, it figures to hit close to the 


| $25,000 mark, leading town. 

| The rest of the town’s flicker fare 
is weak. The Scollay inaugurates 
a new price policy effective today, 
offering seven acts and a flicker to 
a 30c. top. 


Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (4.300: 50-75)—‘Mer- 
rily We Go to Hell’ (Par) and stage 
show. Nice pace at under $25,000. 
Last week ‘Man About Town’ (Fox) 
and Dorothy Mackaill in person, 
| $23,500, fair. 
4 Paramount 35- 


(Publix) (1,800; 


Show—Usual Pictures, 


« So-So: Philly Is in Need of Rain 


_ 


Philadelphia, June 13. 


‘Grand Hotel,’ slipping fast of 
late, will close run at the Chestnut 
Street O. H. Saturday night, giv. 
ing it eight weeks in all, satisface 
tory considering conditions here. 
|; The management spoke of 10 at the 
| beginning. lor five weeks the all- 
star feature turned in a neat profit, 
Last week it didn’t hit $13,500, but 
| with the closing not announced un- 
}til the week-end, ‘Hotel’ should 
|hold that pace and perhaps im- 
| prove it, 

Film people are expecting anda 
j}hoping for a rain break. Maybe 
that will help some of the houses, 
but at present it looks like another 





lean week, Fine weather Friday 
night and Saturday drove thou- 
sands to the shore for the third 


week-end in a ‘row. 

The Mastbaum has its best stage 
show aggregation of names in sev- 
eral weeks with Mary Brian, Lil- 
lian Roth and Ken Murray equally 
billed, and ‘Sinners in the Sun’ on 
the screen. Indications are for 
;}some improvement in biz but not 
a great deal. 

The Fox looks due for a mild 
session with another George O’Brien 
westerner, ‘Mystery Ranch.’ Ar- 
thur Lake heads the stage show. 

‘States Attorney’ won some good 
notices at the Stanley, but there 
was no box office rush Friday and 
Saturday. 

No decision yet on 
vain’ at the Stanton. It opened 
last Tuesday and did fairly well. 
No successor has been mentioned 
and it seems likely that picture will 
be held in for at least a few days 
ever regular week, 

‘Street of Women,’ last week at 
the Mastbaum, now in the Kariton, 
and ‘Miracle Man,’ recently at the 
Boyd before that house closed, at 
the Arcadia. The Rene Claire 
French film, ‘A Nous La Liberte,’ is 
a real click at the little (art) Eu- 
ropa and should run several weeks: 

The Mastbaum still figured as 
having one more show after this 
although S-W have made no state- 


‘Molly Lou- 


ment. At the same time, they 
haven’t issued any denial of the 
report. 


The Earle is also again reported 
as giving up vaudeville for the 
summer. Current ‘Forgotten Com- 
mandments’ may mean a little 
something, but there are no names 
of account on the vaude side. 


Estimates for This Week 
Mastbaum (4,800; 40-50-75). ‘Sin- 
ners in the Sun’ (Par) and stage 


show that features Mary Brian, 
Lillian Roth and Ken Murray, May 
go up a little to $32,000. Last 


week ‘Street of Women’ (WB) un- 
der $30,000—bad., 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75). ‘States 
Attorney’ (RKO-Radio). Good no- 
tices but nothing startling in busi- 
ness at start; might hit $15,000. 


Last week ‘Clara Deane’ (Par) 
weak at $11,500. 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75), ‘Mystery 
Ranch’ (Fox) and _ stage show. 
Combination looks weak. Indica- 
tions are for puny $13,000. Last 


week ‘Strangers of Evening’ (Tiff) 
a little better than expected with 
$14,500. 

Chestnut (1,300; 50-$1.50), ‘Grand 
Hotel’ (MG) (8th and final week). 
Ought to hold last week’s pace be- 
cause of sudden closing announce- 
ment. $13,500 likely. 

Stanton (1,700; 25-65), ‘Molly 
Louvain’ (WB), Completes week's 
stay tomorrow and no_ successor 
mentioned. Will probably run an 
additional two or three days. Get- 
ting $8,500 in first full week. 

Earle (2,000; 35-65), Forgotten 
Commandments’ (Par) and vaude. 
May boost house’s recent average 
a little. $13,500. Last week ‘Night 
World’ a weak $12,000. 

Karlton (1,000; 30-50), ‘Street of 


; Women’ (WB). Moved from Mast- 
|baum. $3,200 likely. ‘So Big’ (WB) 


3,500—fairly good. 


Arcadia (600; 50), ‘The Miracle 
‘Man’ (Par). Second downtown 
showing. $2,000 expected. Last 


week ‘Wet Parade’ (MG) beat that 





by a few hundred dollars. $2,300— 
fair. 

50-60) —‘Tenderfoot’ (WB). Joe E. 
Brown's draw good; under $10,000. 
Last week ‘Two Seconds’ (WB), 


Id G. Robinson, fair at $8,200. 


Uptown (Publix) (2,200; 35-50- 
60) — ‘“Tenderfoot’ (WB). Nice 
$6,300 expected. Last week ‘Two 





Seconds’ (WB), $5,900. 


| Keith’s (4,000; 35-50-75}—‘At- 
|torney for the wefense’ (Col) and 
| vaudeville, Not bad at $20,000. 
| Last week, Phil Baker and ‘West- 
| ward Passage’ (WB), ditto. 

Scollay (Publix) ‘State’s Attor- 
ney’ (RKO) and seven acts of 
}vaude. House is only Publix stand 
ito have a second baleony and 


at all times. Holding 


Last week's ‘Vivienne 


sealed at 15c 
lup to $7,060. 
| Ware’ (Fox), ditto. 

State (4,000: 35-50-60).—Revival 
| of (M-G) films may top $8,000. Last 
' week ‘New Morals’ $9,200, 
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B&K Holds Up Loop with Flesh; 
‘Scandals’ Mob and ‘Hell’ $37,000; 
Oriental Building to Nice $27,000 








Chicago, June 13. | 

Only houses that will see the 
sunny side this week will be the 
two big Publix-B.&K. deluxers, 
Oriental and Chicago, and _ the 
Woods, where ‘Grand Hotel’ is con- 


tinuing its pleasant stride after 
eight two-a-day weeks. 
For B.&K. the smiles are due 


strictly to the splurge on the 
stages. Continuing its heavy cam- 
paign to hold up the grosses by 
spending coin for stage attrac- 
tions, the Chicago has been given 
the principals out of the ‘Scandals’ 
show, while the Oriental has the 
Mills Bros. for their first loop 
showing and the holdover of Gene 
Deuanis, mentalist. 

At the two run houses the red 
ink is splashing. The United Ar- 
tists has drawn the Joe E. Brown 
flicker, ‘Tenderfoot,’ for a last min- 


ute fill-in, and from present indi- 
cations the film won’t be able to 
run even a full week. First time 


a picture of this program type has 
been screened in this deluxe run 
spot, and. the public has evidently | 
sensed the letdown. 

At the State-Lake things are get- 
ting worse. ‘Westward Passage,’ 
the one hope in some weeks, caved 
brutally after opening in a spirited 
fashion for the first three days. It 
appears. now that the house will 
get the vaude now at the Palace, 
while that house will go dark. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago’ (Publix-B.&K.) (4,000; 
50-75-85), ‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ 
(Par) and stage show. Rudy Val- 
lee, the Howard Brothers, Ray Bol- 
ger and Joan Abbott, all out of the 
‘Scandals’ for a heavy local produc- 
tion, are helping mightily to hold 


house currently to $37,000. Last 
week ‘Society Girl’ (Fox) had the 
assistarese’ of ‘Everybody’s Wel- 


come’ tab to manage good $36,600. 

Oriental (Publix-B.&K.) (3,200; 
50-75-85), ‘Man About Twon’ (Fox) 
and stage show. Gene Dennis and 
the “1ills Bros. on the stage are the 
real coin-makers. Looks like 
$27,000, one of the best marks in a 
long while. Managed holdouts the 
opening day, and that’s news. Last 
week was fairly stable at $22,900 
for ‘Two Seconds’ (WB) and Gene 
Dennis in combo with the F.&M. 
fWorld’s Fair-est’ unit. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75-85), 
"Race Track’ (Tiff) and vaude. 
Irene Bordoni and Hobart Bos- 
worth headlining, but there’s no 
indication of-any pepping at the 
front gate. Hardly more than 

#$16,000 currently, very weak. ‘Night 
World’ (U) last week was medi- 
ocre, with the help of Benny Rubin 
and Jack Haley, to $18,800. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 35-40- 
60), ‘Attorney for Defense’ (Col). 
Fiouse is wasting away rapidly. 
Slides down far currently to $5,000. 
Spot is about washed up as a 
straight sound theatre. ‘Is My Face 
Red? (Radio) to follow, probably 
this Friday (17). ‘Westward Pas- 
Sage’ (Radio) folded of a sudden 
after a nice start; lasted eight days 
to $8,700, not good. 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,700; 
60-75-85), ‘Tenderfoot\(WB). Maybe 
$7,000. Figured not able to last out 
the week. Came in Friday (10) and 
ready to leave on Thursday (16), 
with ‘Dark Horse’ (WB) to replace. 
Gross at $7,000 means much red for 
the house, since Warners rates a 
guarantee besides the percentage. 
‘Congress Dances’ (UA) was a one- 
week at $10,200, flabby. 

Woods (Jones) (1,200; 50-$1- 
$1.50), ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) (8th 
week). Hoping to stick through 
the summer. Now running around 
$11,000, which means a hearty slab 
of profit. H -se can drop practi- 
caHy 25% of that figure and still 
stay on the happy side. Take here 
follows the weather closely, and so 
far the weather has been generally 
cool enough. 





ye 





Merrily’ Sad Buffalo’s 
Best; ‘Room 13’ 10 G’s 


Buffalo, June 13. 
Business is off in all quarters ex- 
eepting Hippodrome, which gets 
about all there is for it to get. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
e‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ (Par) 
locks to slip to $18,000, off; last 
week ‘As You Desire Me’ (M-G-M) 
nice business at $21,600. 
Hippodrome (Publix) (2,400; 25- 
65)—‘Night Court’ (M-G-M). Good 





! 
' 


up at the old Columbia, where Loew 


formerly played all the big ones 
and where business came in, no 


matter what they 
four weeks of 
is currently 
Sleeps’ and giving it to ’em at 25 | 
and 40. 


past week was ‘Westward Passage.’ 





CAPITAL’S BRIGHT SPOTS | 


500—‘Face Red’ $6,500, Weak 


Washington, June 13. 
Chief interest week is the new set 





did. Following 
‘Grand Hotel’ house | 


offering ‘While Paris | 


Biggest disappointment of. the 





Keith house came through, though, 


okay, at that. | 
Estimates for This Week 
Columbia (Loew) (15-25-40) — ' 
‘While Paris Sleeps’ (Fox). May | 
come through with about $5,500. | 
Last week, final of 


‘Grand Hotel,’ $8,000. | 

Earle (Warner) (25-35-40-60-70) | 
—‘Sinners in the Sun’ (Par) and | 
vaude. House varies little; $17,500 | 
this week against about $18,000 last | 
week, when Horace Heidt’s band | 
helped to pull ‘Molly Louvain’ (WB) 
along. 

Fox (Loew) (25; 
ten Commandments’ 
Looks like drop to 


35-60)—‘Forgot- 
(Par) and unit. | 


$16,000. Last 


week ‘New Morals’ (M-G) got $18,- | representatives 


000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (25-35-50)—Is My 
Face Red?’ (Radio). Will get in- 
different $6,500 against 
Passage’ (Radio) last week at ordi- 
nary $7,800. 

Met (Warner) (25-35-40-60-70)— 
‘Clara Deane’ (Par). Only fair, pos- 
sibly $5,500. ‘Congress Dances’ 
(UA) last week, $7,500. 

Palace (Loew) (35-60-70)—‘Mer- 
rily We Go to Hell’ (Par). Big and 
maybe $16,000, that’s business here. 
Last week, second of ‘Desire Me’ 
(M-G), ended at about $7,000. 


IT TAKES LOCAL SHOW 
TO PEP UP PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, June 13. 

Cooler weather, together with last 
week of presentations in downtown 
sites, giving main stem something 
of an impetus this season, with 
week-end takings indicating a bet- 
ter than average showing. 

Stanley pacing field with local 
talent show, always good b.o. stuff 
around here, and additionally for- 
tified by stage names should man- 
age to make it around $24,000, best 
here in some time. Nothing to 
bring ’em in at the Penn with ‘Sin- 
ners in the Sun,’ which will be 
lucky to get $17,000, an improve- 
ment, but still ’way under par. 

‘Molly Louvain,’ despite lack of 
cast names, expected to build at 
Warner to fairly presentable $7,000, 
with ‘Careless Lady,’ brought down- 
town to Davis after three days at 
Enright in East Liberty, may scrape 
along to feeble $2,800. ‘Woman in 
Room 13’ at Fulton looks weak 
$4,700, picture missing one night, 
Friday, due to $1.50 lecture by Dr. 
Lyman Powell. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,750; 10-15-25-35- 
50), ‘Careless Lady’ (Fox). Edge 
off this one a bit due to previous 
engagement. Maybe $2,800, not so 
hot. Last week ‘State’s Attorney’ 
poor at $2,600, shoved in here after 
good week at the Warner. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,800; 10- 
15-25-35-50), ‘Woman in Room 13’ 
(Fox). Elissa Landi still on the 
outside looking in as a b.o. con- 
tender, locally at least. This one 
won't help her any either. Shapes 
up as poor $4,700. Last week 
‘Young Bride’ (RKO) around $5,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75), ‘Sinners in the Sun’ (Par) 
and stage show. Weak entry and 
will have to struggle to better a 
poor $17,000. Last week ‘Reserved 
for Ladies’ (Par), despite excellent 
notices, brutal at $15,500. 





Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60), 
‘Young America’ and ‘Pittsburgh | 


on Parade,’ with Joe Penner 
Sylvia Froos. sig week-end pre- 
sages good $24,000, best here in some 


time, with credit going to widely- 
ballyhooed local talent show. Last 
| week ‘Street of Women’ (WB) and 
Earl Hines’ band $19,009. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50- 
60), ‘Molly Louvain’ (WB). Nice 
campaign for this one may over- 
come lack of cast names for decent 
7,000. Last week ‘Man About 
Town’ (Fox) at $6,790. 


opening may bring $7,500; last week | 


‘Strange Case of Clara Deane’ (Par) 
Blipped off to $4,900. 


| 


Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35-50) | 


Woman in Room 13’ (Fox). May 
Bet $10,000; last week ‘Careless 





Lady’ with Alice Joy in person did 
$10,700, average. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25)——‘Love 
Affair’ (Col). Business slow, indi- 
cating $6,000; last week ‘Secret Wit- 
ness’ (Col) down to around $5,500. 


road-showed | , 


‘Westward | 


and | 





Howdy, Topeka! 


Los Angeles, June 13. 
Carthay Circle, which runs 
an hour musical program of 
violin and organ every morn- 
ing to meet requirements of | 
| 
| 





the lease while closed, hit a 
new low last week. 

At a 10c top, last week's 
gross was $1.20. 











| 
‘Merrily’ $16,000 ‘and ‘Sinners’ $17,- | ‘Society Girl’ $28,000, | 


Golden Gate $12,500, 


San Francisco, June 13. 

Summer vacation is on and plenty | 
of otherwise vacant seats going to! 
the kids who make the houses look | 
good, even though it takes a lot of} 
dimes to total a hundred dollars. | 
Weather has again chilled up, mean-|} 
ing a few extra bucks. 

RK.O's Golden Gate on the way to| 
its best gross of the season, pres-| 
entation policy with Teddy Joyce, 
m. c., having apparently caught on| 
with the natives. Current frolic is 
a pip and has Bobbe Arnst headlin-} 
ing. Ann Harding in ‘Westward| 
and initial chapter of the 
serial, ‘Last ef the Mohicans’ added 
at mats for the kid trade, apt to pull 
a very nice $12,500, which hasn't 
been seen in this house since salary | 
cuts were first inaugurated. 

Combo of Jackie Cooper and Chic 
Sale, with all that extra Hearst 
plugging, meaning dough to the 
Warfield, another house that may! 
get its best intake in some time. 

Despite protests from theatrical 
city has issued a! 
license for dog racing to Richard| 
Stickle, who will operate at South}! 
San Francisco, hoping to grab off} 
part of the record business currently | 
being done by the nearby Belmont} 
pup circuit, much to the regret of} 
peninsula and local show houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (5,000; 35-65), ‘Society Girl’ 
(ox) and stage show, with Ruth 
Roland featured. Laurel and Hardy} 
also heavily plugged and may help} 
to fair $28,000. ‘Man About Town’) 
(Fox) did poor $24,000 last week. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,270; 35-)} 
60), ‘Westward Passage’ (Radio) | 
and stage show. Presentation | 
clicking, and, together with good 
picture, boosting house to swell $12,- 
500, best in ages. Last week, sec- 
ond of the new policy, slipped to} 
fair $9,000 on ‘Lena Rivers’ (Tiff). 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 36-60),| 





assage’ 


‘Strangers of the Evening’ (Tiff) | 
and vaude. Picture weak and all 


burden falling on Bill Robinson, 
who’s holding house up to fair $11,-| 
000. Olsen and Johnson and ‘Race- | 
track’ (Tiff) polled big $14,700 last 
week, 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 35-60), 
‘Desire Me’ (M-G) (2d week). 
Garbo’s punch not what it used to 
be and $10,000 only fair, after mod- 
erate $17,500 on first stanza. 

United Artists (1,200; 35-40-60), 
‘Destry Rides Again’ (U). The first 
Tom Mix western, and plenty of 
kids, but biz fair at $8,500. ‘Scar- 
face’ (UA) pulled stakes after six 
big weeks, longest run for Frisco in 
two years, and got away with $7,000. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 35-60), 
‘Feller Needs a Friend’ (M-G) and 
stage show with Rube Wolf a draw. 
Hearst advertising helping and 
house ought to hit $19,000, which it 
hasn’t done in many weeks. ‘Room 
13’ (Fox) got under $15,000 last 
week. 

Warners (1,365; 35-50-65), ‘Ten- 
derfoot’ (WB) (2d week). First! 
week surprised by going to nearly} 
$13,000, and deuce stanza may hit! 
$7,500, okay. 

j 





| mosphere 


| others. El 


Dark Horse’ a 


Weather Break Helps: Roxy $60,000; 


Click at $36,000; 


Merrily’ Brings Par. Good $50,000 





Bad weather Sunday and yester- | 
day (Monday), with all indications 
pointing to some more autumn at- 
this week, is generally 
responsible for a fair spurt in busi- | 

The showings will aid in in- | 
the average for June, | 
which with July is always one of | 
the months of the year. In- 
clement weather brought a lot of 
people in from the country over the | 
week-end. 

Roxy, sadly beleaguered, looks up 
for the first week in some time. ie | 
do around $60,000, very satisfactory, 
with the Friar’s Frolic show on its | 
stage, laden with big names, doing 
the attracting. 

Heavily advertised, 


ness. 


creasing 


worst 


over and 





‘Merrily’ Tops Portland | 


At 60c, All Others 35c: 


above the picture, ‘Society Girl’ 
(Fox), and probably aided by broad- 


casting, the first holdover for the 
Roxy in months is in sight. Among 
its names are Pat Rooney, Jay C, 


Flippen, George Price, Joe 
Harry Hershfield and others. 

Meanwhile, Harry G. Kosch yes- 
terday (Monday) applied for ex- 
tension of his temporary receiver- 


Frisco, 


|ship. It was granted. Despite the 
legal entanglements, the holdover 


will doubtless not be interfered with. 

Two weeks’ notice recently posted 
at house is up with end of current 
show Thursday (16). 

Gravy Elsewhere 

The other two de luxers, Capitol 
and Paramount, are both waddling 
in gravy, also. Former, on second 
week of ‘As You Desire Me’ (M-G) 
(Garbo), looks to get $53,000, good, 
while the Paramount will do $50,000, 
perhaps better. 

Latter is believed on mixed draw 
this week to be getting its best lure 
from the picture, ‘Merrily We Go to 


Hell’ (Par), co-starring Frederic 
March and Sylvia Sidney. Stage 
has Dr. Rockwell, -Bthel Merman 


she Dae ont Everett Marshall. 


Portland, Ore, June 13. } 
Two more houses gone dark, but | 
b.o. biz generally sprightly at the 


Capitan legit stock | 


‘Dark Horse’ (FN) soared on its 
first week at the Winter Garden for 
Warner Bros., at $36,000, big, 

Picture opened at an auspicious 


folded after two stormy weeks of | time just ahead of the Republican 


bad biz and co-operative salaries. | 


Hamrick folded his Music Box, with | which it will doubtless last. 


35c. Paramount has ‘Merrily We 
Go to Hell’ (Par) currently, with 


Eddie Peabody in person, and looks 
good for okay results. F.&M. stage 
shows helping to hold the top 
gross spot. 

RKO rpheum making its 35-cent 
top split-week policy stick. House 
has bettered previous grosses. Try- 
ing to build institutional patronage 
without special picture exploita- 


tion. Vaude and pictures plugged 
about evenly, depending upon 
names. This getting down close to 


the grind classification. 

Hamrick concentrating on his 
Oriental and the house is building. 
Currently doing nice biz with Col’s 
‘Attorney for Defense.’ Last week's 
‘The Tenderfoot’ (WB) got re- 
sults, 

Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Fux-Portiland) (3,000; 
25-60), ‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ 
(Par) and Eddie Peabody in per- 


son, looks good for okay $13,000. 
Last week ‘Huddle’ (M-G) poor 
$10,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-35), 


‘Strangers oi Evening’ (Tiff) three 
days around $3,000. ‘Westward 
Passage’ (Radio), four days, $4,000, 
good. Last week ‘Roadhouse Mur- 
der’ (Radio), three days, got $4,000. 
Also vaude. 

United Artists 
(1,000; 25-35), ‘Strange Case of 
Clara Deane’ (Par) going good 
enough for about $3,500. Last week 
‘Trial of Vivienne Ware’ (Fox) 
$4,000. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25- 
35), ‘Attorney for Defense’ (Col) 
looks good for about $5,500, good 
enough. Last week ‘The Tender- 
foot’ (WB) did nicely for this house 
at $6,000. 


(Fox-Portland) 





Dismal Detroit 


Stage Names But Scant Help in 


; Michigan, $26,000 





Detroit, June 13. 

Elimination of opposition has in- 
duced a lethargy over the movie- | 
going population. Three downtown 
and one uptown first run house still | 
open and all suffering. With little 
activity downtown the people are 
staying away altogether. 

Publix is still booking stage at-| 
tractions for the Michigan in an 
attempt to at least keep that house 
out of the red, but with yes and no 
success. Of the various names 
played at that house only two defi- 
nitely made money, with the others 
in the red & on the edge. The two 
to make were the Millis Bros. and 
Guy Lombardo. Some to lose are 
{the Camel hour, Fifi D’Orsay, Vic 
McLaglen, Edmund Lowe trio. Bil- 
yan Tashman lost money and Dor- 
|othy Mackaill will lose money this 
| week, But Publix have stuck to 
their policy with Rudy Vallee 
thapsogy in Black and others 
booked in for the Michigan in the 
near future. 


RKO has eliminated its troubles 
| with the summertime rent in effect. 


‘ 
' 











| 


| meet only cash disbursements. 


With the nut house must 
The 
same goes for the Fox, and these 
two houses have a chance to break 
even or make a little money—on 
paper. 

Estimates for This Week 


Michigan (4,045; 15~-35-60-75)— 


down, 


‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ (Par) and 
Dorothy Mackaill in person. Indi-| 
cated mild $26,000. Last week Fifi 


D'Orsay, Edmund Lowe and Vic Mc- 
Laglen in person and ‘Attorney for} 
the Defense’ (WRB) $25,600. 

Fox (5,100; 15-25-59)—‘Fast Com- 
panions’ (U) and °* Compson in | 
person Prob $17,000, okay. ; 
Last week ‘Socie Girl’ (Fox) fair 
$17,900 

Fisher (2,665; 15-35-60-75)— 
Street of Women’ (WB) and stage 
how. May do $12,000, off. Last 
week ‘Molly Louvain’ and the Mills 
Bros. in person good at $18,700. 

Downtown (2,750; 15-25-50)— 
Westward Passage’ (Radio). 
to $8,000. Last week 
Murder’ was well murdered for a 
poor $5,900. 


it 


| seven days ‘Doomed Battalion’ 
| 


Looks | 
‘Roadhouse | 


and Democratic conventions through 
It’s the 
first in what seems a new political 
cycle. 

‘Scarface’ (UA), inits fourth week 
|}at the Rialto, indicates around $18,- 
000, fair profit for house. Picture is 
getting good play in the mornings, 
while on the owl (3 a. m.) shows it 
is averaging high. It’s to remain as 
long as topping $10,000. 

‘Freaks’ (M-G), booked by Publix 
after that chain found it doing well 
around the country in B and C 
houses, is next to come in but can 
wait. 

A new one will probably come into 
the Rivoli in a week or 10 days, with 
‘Doomed Battalion’ (U) not excit- 
ing up there. On its first week, tak- 
ings will be under $20,000. ‘Aren’t 
We All?’ English-made for release 
by Par, is set as the next for the 
house, 

Influx of coin at Strand and May- 
fair the lightest among the street's 


lease reverting back to Fox. House 
was grossing around $3,500 weekly, 
not good enough, 

Fox-Paramount keeping up a 
steady pace with the only 60-cent 
top admish in the burg. All others 


houses. With a Doug Fairbanks, Jr., 
picture, ‘Love Is a Racket’ (FN), 
Strand augurs only $15,000, while 


Mayfair on ‘Is My Face Red?’ (RKO 
Radio), with Ricardo Cortez and 
Helen Twelvetrees, will be down to 
around $10,000, bad. 

Some small time opposition from 
the Gaiety, with indie pictures on a 
grind, has vanished, house closing 
Thursday night (9) after a fort- 
night’s try. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,102; $1-$2)—‘Grand Ho- 
tel’ (M-G) (9th week). Length of 
stay still indeterminate, but prob- 
ably fairly well through summer. 

Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50)—‘As 
You Desire Me’ (M-G) (2d week) 
and stage show. Demand for Garbo 
in New York will hold picture up to 
good $53,000 on its second week. 
First seven days, $79,000, bt. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-65-85)— 
‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ (Par) and 
stage show. Considerable improve- 
ment over previous week, indicating 
$50,000 or more. Picture seems to 
be having edge on draw as against 
current stage show. Last week 
‘Strangers of Evening’ (Tiff) and 
Lew Leslie tab, ‘Rhapsody in Black,’ 
poor $39,900, lowest in long time for 


house. 

Rialto (2,000; 45-65-85)—‘Scar- 
face’ (UA) (4th week). At $18,000 
a $5,000 drop from previous week, 
but a fair profit at low overhead op- 
eration; set to stay as long as top- 
ping $10,000 v ekly gross, ‘Freaks’ 
(M-G), next i:. to wait a while. 
Third week o' ; cture $23,000, okay. 

Mayfair (2 2 35-65-75-$1)—‘Is 





My Face Red?’ (RKO Radio). Net 
a puller by any means; $10,000, 
prettv bad. Last week ‘Night 


World’ (U), a very flat $9,300. 
Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1)—Initial 

(U) 

uninspiring business at pace that’s 


| doubtful of meaning $20,000 on the 


week. ‘Aren't We All,’ British-made 
for Par release, next in. 

Roxy (6,200; 50-75-$1.50)—Socie- 
ty Girl’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Splurge on its rostrum, with Friars’ 
Club Frolic providing the tease at 
the box office, sending house on fast 
gait for good $60,000. Last week 
‘Monte Carlo Madness’ (Ufa), a ter- 
rible $28,300. 

Strand (2,909; 35-50-75-$1)—Love 
Racket’ (FN). 


Is a Ineffectual 
gross-getter at around $15,900 
Predecessor on spools here, “Week- 
end Marriage’ (IN), a poorer $13,- 
400. 

| Winter Garden (1,413; 35-65-35- 
|} $1)—‘Dark Horse’ (FN). On first 
week $36,000. very good. Maybe a 


four-weeker, carrying it through 
| both political conventions and time- 
‘liness from that in wav. 





iti phi sine 





een er 





; 
4 
j 
: 

















10 VARIETY © 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Tuesday, June 14, 1932 








Swedish-Looking Harding $11,000, * 
June Football $10,000 in Mnpls, 








Minneapolis, June 13. 
Thanks to Ann Harding, the RKO 


Orpheum box office has come to life | 


again this week. This star 1s al-j 
ways a stimulant for grosses here, | 
maybe because she looks Swedish. | 
House is getting some real dough} 
with ‘Westward Passage.’ | 

Outside of this attraction, there’s| 
nary a thing in town with strong 
pulling power. Screen product 
these days seems to be far below} 
par, on the average. Orpheum has | 
the only stage entertainment in| 
town, but its bills are minus any- 


thing remotely resembling box-office 
names. 

State has a good picture in ‘Hud- 
dle,’ but its star, Ramon Novarro, 
and its title are no box-office assets. 
Helped by some nifty exploitation 
and an exceptionally attractive front 
and lobby, however, the house is off 
to a fair start. Since the demise of 
the Minnesota, the State is the ace 
Publix loop theatre here. With gen- 
eral conditions growing worse it is 
doubtful as to how much the closing 
of the 4,200-seat house is going to 
help the theatres remaining open, 
but so far, with State the A, and 


Lyric the B house, business for 
each has more than doubled. The 
Century, another deluxe Publix 


house, is also dark. 

After five weexs of mediocre re- 
turns, W. A. Steffes will call quits 
for his ‘season’ of foreign talkies at 
the Shubert and that theatre will 
fold as a movie house. ‘Buzz’ Bain- 
bridge is planning to reopen dra- 
matic stock there in September, and 
in the interim the theatre doubt- 
lessly will remain dark. 

Estimates for This Week 


State (Publix) (2,200; 50), ‘Hud- 
dle’ (M-G). Now the leading Publix 
house here. Offers no stage enter- 
tainment, but lots of shorts to sup- 
port feature picture. Novarro no 
card here, and football interest not 
particularly keen in June. Picture 
well liked, however, and word-of- 
mouth boosting plus exploitation 
may send it over to fair $10,000, 
which is apout $3,000 more than 
house was averaging before Minne- 
sota’s closing. Last week ‘As You 
Desire Me’ (M-G) $14,000, big. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35), ‘Mys- 
tery Ranch’ (Fox). O’Brien west- 
erns go well at this house, and this 
one is off to a nice start. About 
$6,000 indicated, strong. Last week 
‘Strange Case of Clara Deane’ (Par) 
$4,000, oke. 

Orpheum 


(RKO) (2,890; 50), 
“Westward Passage’ (RKO) ~and 
vaudeville. Business up, due solely 


to Ann Harding, who means plenty 
of box office here. Nothing on stage 
that counts for an iota. Ought to 
reach $11,000. Best week in more 
than a month and, after a stretch of 
terrible takings, sizes up as pretty 
good. Last week ‘Radio Patrol’ (U) 
$6,000, one of worst. 

Shubert (W. A. Steffes) (1,500; 
35), ‘Zwei Menschen’ (German). 
Maybe $1,400, bad. Last week ‘Der 
Liebes Express’ (German) wound up 
theatre’s brief career as foreign 
talkie house; $1,000, bad. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25), ‘Hotel 
Continental’ (Tif). Remaining full 
week and trying to cash on ‘Grand 
Hotel’ prestige. About $1,000 indi- 
eated, fair. Last week ‘Careless 
Lady’ (Fox) and ‘Beauty and Boss’ 
(WB), split, $900; light, 

Grand (Publix) (1,100: 25), ‘Scar- 
face’ (UA). Staying full week after 
fortnight run at U.A. Pantages and | 
week at Publix Uptown. Should! 
reach $1,800, good. Last week ‘Mir- 
acle Man’ (Par) and ‘This Is the 
Night’ (Par), split, $700; bad. 


‘SKY DEVILS, $8,500, 
‘MERRILY’ $6,900, BIG 














; Louisville, June 13. 

Film houses feeling summer 
slump pretty badly. National Play- 
ers almost forced to close legitimate 
stock on account of non-support, | 
but managed to live on another | 
week when Lester Vail, leading 
man, exhorted patrons to more vig- | 
orous support. 

Loew's tries novelty, with ‘Alice 
in Wonderland,’ showing 9 o'clock 
each morning for children. Ex- 
pected to garner extra mazuma. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (5,252: 25-35-50-60) 

Devils’ (UA) and ‘Alice in Wonder- 








‘Sky | 





SUN HOLDING ‘DESIRE’ 


Seattle, June 13. 


One house steps out each week as 
the leader. This week it’s the Fifth 
Ave. Garbo is the cause, though 


heat is hurting all over. This house 
is only one in town where general 
admish is over 50 cents. An extra 
dime is taken at the Fifth. 


Estimates for This Week 

Fifth Ave. (FWC) (2,300; 25-60) 
—‘Desire Me’ (M-G) and _e unit. 
Played up Garbo’s farewell and $12,- 
100 under Garbo normal but happy 
total. Last week ‘Clara Dean’ 
(Par) $8,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-35-50) 
—‘Westward Passage’ (Radio), and 
‘Secret Witness’ (Col) split. Okay 
at $7,500. Last week ‘Radio Patrol’ 
and ‘Menace’ (Col), Nick Lucas 
helping vaude first half of week, 
$5,600. 

Fox (FWC) (2,100; 25-35-50)— 
‘Night Court’ (M-G). With stage 
presentation, Jack Crawford band, 
$5,000 slow. Big last week, ‘Letty 
Lynton’ (M-G), $11,000. 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) (2,- 
000; 10-15-25)—‘Midnight Patrol’ 
(Shef), near $4,400. Last week 
‘Whistlin’ Dan’ (Tif) new low for 
this house, $4,300. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25-50) 
—‘So Big’ (WB). Bad on $3,000. 
Last week “Tenderfoot’ (FN) $3,700. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 15- 
25)—Big Timer’ (Col). Dull with 
$2,000. Last week ‘Behind Mask’ 
$2,300. 

Coliseum (FWC) (1,800; 15-30)— 
‘Tarzan’ (M-G) and ‘Girl Crazy’ 
(Radio) split. Helping a little, $2,- 
300. Last week ‘Young America’ 
(Fox) and ‘Millionaire’ (Fox) around 
$1,700. 


MAGICIAN UPS K. C. 
MAIN ST. FOR $19,000 


Kansas City, June 13. 
After one of the worst weeks in 
Kansas City’s film history, current 
stretch looks like a duplication. Ex- 
ception is the Mainstreet with 








Thurston, magician, heavily circused 


over the ‘picture, ‘Race Track.’ 

The Newman, with ‘Vivienne 
Ware’ has the advantage of a radio 
hook-up with KMBC, giving the 
story as a serial, but is seeing noth- 
ing like the business house got last 
week with ‘Merrily We Go to Hell,’ 
which the femmes bought. 

Nugent Flynn, former manager of 
the Globe, now being razed, has re- 
opened the old 12th St. under the 
new title of Wonderland at a grind 
pd with double bills for 10c and 
15e. 

The Royal, first deluxer here, has 
been closed for the summer by 
Publix-Dubinsky. 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (Publix-Dubinsky Broth- 
ers) (860; 10-15-25)—‘Tenderfoot’ 
(FN). Not much expected from this 
comedy. Probably $3,000. Last week 
‘Broken Wing’ (Par) fluttered badly, 
$3,200. 

Loew’s Midland (Loew) (4,060; 
25-50)—‘New Morals’ (M-G). Looks 
around $9,000, thin. Last week ‘Fel- 
ler Needs a Friend’ (M-G), $8,700. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
50)—‘Race Track’ (Tiff). Billing 
to Thurston, who is drawing. Will 
get clost to fine $19,000. Last week 
‘Rich Always With Us’ (WB) $11,- 


| 500. 


Newman (Publix-Dubinsky Broth- 
ers) (1,890; 25-35-50)—‘Vivienne 
Ware’ (Fox). Just ordinary and ex- 
pects poor $6,000. Last week ‘Mer- 
rily We Go to Hell’ (Par) showed 
real class on $12,000, 


Band wok Veritas’ 


A Good $22,000, St. L. 


St. Louis, June 13. 
Only the Ambassador is headed 
| for anything worth mentioning this 


TO $12,000, SEATTLE 


‘HELL’ FOR $10,000 


0.K. With Columbus Trying Nite 
Ball—‘Famous’ a Good $5,000 





Columbus, June 13. 

Two better than average films 
are on their way to get almost all 
the business in town this week, and 
that won’t be any too good, at that. 
Ohio and Grand are set to get this 
break. 

Night baseball, making its first 
appearance here, may hurt a little, 
but stock company, at the Hartman, 
still showing no signs of inroads on 
films, 

Estimates for This Week 

Ohio (Loew-Ua) (3,000; 25-50)— 
‘Merrily We Go to Hell (Par). 
Plenty publicity and should do good 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Desire Me’ (M- 
G) mighty nice $10,800. : 

Palace (RKO) (3,074); 25-50)— 
‘Molly Louvain’ (FN). Hardly can 
better $4,000. Last week ‘Mouth- 
piece’ (WB) at $3,100 disappointing. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 15-35)— 
‘Tough to Be Famous’ (FN). Gath- 
ering up to $5,000, mighty good. 
Last week ‘Tenderfoot’ (FN) fair at 
$3,700. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 
‘Lena Rivers.’ . Will surprise if more 
than $2,500. Last week ‘Amateur 
Daddy’ (Fox) pretty good $2,800. 





95 


15-25)— 





F sachen-Marce Cincy 
Sock Start, $20,000; 
‘Passage, $7,500, Fair 


Cincinnati, June 13. 
Fanchon & Marco unit idea reg- 
istering favorable start at Albee, first 
RKO key city house to supplant 
vaude with such shows. Herschel 
Stuart and Max Fellerman of the- 


atre chain and Mike Marco and 
Jack Partington of F. & M. on hand 
for policy change. Biz spurt also at 
Keith’s and Family. Albee twenty 
thousand good last seventeen thou- 
sand. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-65)— 
‘Man About Town’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Fanchon & Marco debuting 
with ‘Manhattan’ unit, in which 
Jack Powell is added _ feature. 
Change of flesh policy freely pub- 
licized and mainly responsible for 
$20,000. Last week ‘Strangers of the 
Evening’ (Tiff) and RKO vaude got 


$17,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-50)— 
‘Street of Women’ (WB). Heading 
for $10,000, fair. Last week ‘Scar- 
face’ (UA) $14,500, good. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-50)—‘As 
You Desire Me’ (M-G). Held over 
and pulling $7,500, after $13,500 for 
the first week, very big. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-50)— 
‘Westward Passage’ (Pathe). Ann 
Harding in large electrics and fea- 
ture billing for Irving Pichel, one of 
Cincy’s gifts to. flickers, Fetching 
about $7,500, fair only. Last week 
‘Society Girl’ (Fox) $8,000. 

Keith’s (Lisbon) (1,600; 25-40)— 
‘Attorney for Defense’ (Col). Ver- 
dict of b.o. will be something like 
$2,600, suffering from trailing fre- 
quent bar of justice themes. Sum- 

(Continued on page 21) 


‘MERRILY’ IS B’KLYN’S 
BEST, $42,000 LIKELY 


Brooklyn, June 13. 
Paramount is doing all the busi- 
ness this week with ‘Merrily We Go 
to Hell’ and a colored tab, ‘Rhapsody 
in Black.” The Albee is splurging 
with the flicker, ‘Is My Face Red?’ 
Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75-85) 
—‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ (Par), and 
colored tab. Best in town and may 
reach $42,000. Last week ‘Clara 
Deane’ (Par) $30,100, weak. 














Fox (4,000; 25-35-50-75)—‘Society 
GirY (Fox) and stage show. Ruthie 
King, local air songstress, added and 
may be held over. But $16,000 bad 
Last week ‘Men About Town’ (Fox) 
$15,000. ; 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-50-75)—‘Is My 
Face Red? (Fox) and vaude. House 
now charging two bits for kids at all 
times. Maybe $16,000, slow. Last 
week ‘Westward Passage’ (Radio) 
$12,400, low. 

Metropolitan (3,500; 25-35-50-65)—— 
‘Night Court’ (M-G) and vaude. 
With N.T.G. in person around $16,- 





000, mild. Last week ‘Feller Needs 


|a Friend’ (M-G) only $11,600. 


Strand 








: - s (2,500; 25-35-50)—‘Two 
Morals for ola “at GTae gain, | Week, Lombardo band and ‘Mouth. | Seconds (WH) Robinson. ficker 
mot hot mT Ns 9 Ge" | piece’ the combination. Others will | should do $12,000, okay. Last week 
Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,765; 25- | tn Soet > eyed my the average of | ‘Tenderfoot’ (FN) eti008, met Sad. 
35-50)—‘Merrily We Go to Hell’| 6, 2% “ew weeks. ile 
(Par) $6,900. Last week Agaeies | The Fox is due to get Radio films, | struggling and anemic arownd $11,- 
Court’ $5,500. | now that RKO has no local house. 000. Last week ‘Vivienne Ware’ 
Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,710: 35-| Weetward wpe ma frst o new | (Fox) ditto. 
60)—‘Street of Women’ (WB) $0, | iMC-UP» due this Friday (17). Loew's State (Loew's) (3,000; 25- 
100, weak. Last month ‘Sinners in | Estimates for This Week 35-50) —‘New Morals’ (M-G). Again 
Sun’ (Par) $11,900. Ambassador (Par) (3.000: 35-50-|no name draw, but may be able to 
- Brown (2,000; 25-35-40)—'T wo | 65)—‘Mouthpiece’ (WB) and Lom-/|top $10,000. Last week ‘Feller 
Seconds’ (FN) $3,900, average. Last | barde -band. No draw names in| Needs a Friend’ (M-G) $9,000, mild. 
week ‘Office Girl’ and ‘Ladies of | film, so house depending on band to | Missouri (Par) (3,500; 25-35-50)— 
Jury’ (Radio) $4,300. offset that lack. Looks like good} ‘Molly Louvain’ (FN) and ‘Reserved 
Alamo (fourth Ave.) (1,000: 15- | $22,000. Last week ‘Love Is aj|for Ladies’ (Par). Maybe moderate 
25)—‘Mystery Ranch’ (Fox) $3,200,| Racket’ (FN) $20,200, off a little. | $7,000. Last week ‘Street of Wom- 
good. Last week ‘Cohens and Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-50)—‘Man|en’ (WB) and ‘Steady Company’ 
Kellys’ (U) $2,900. 


} About Town’ (Fox) and F-M unit. 


- , Aeaiainaleie Pet BR SR rte « 


1 (U) $6,500. 





NEW YORK 
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+ Comparative Grosses for May 


Total of grosses during May for towns and houses listed as previously 
reported weekly. 


























































































































































































































May 7 May 14 May 21 May 28 _ 
CAPITOL |Letty Lynton} Feller Needs | Feller Needs | Night Court 

High .$110,400 $54,000 Friend Friend $45,000 

Low.. 29, (2a week) $87,500 $40,000 
Stage Show (Final 6 days) oe 
PAR- World and Sinners Reserved for For the 

AMOUNT Flesh in Sun Ladies Defense i 
High. $95,000 $65,000 $47,200 $48,300 $50,000 
Low.. 35,700) Stage Show_ i a 

ROXY Young Greater Love Woman in Man About 

High.$173,600 America $32,700 Room 13 Town 

Low.. 30,000 $30,000 $32,000 $44,000 
(New Low) ’ 
Stage Show sl 

MAYFAIR State’s State’s Symphony | Night World 
High. $53,800 Attorney Attorney $13,300 $10,700 
Low.. 7,200 $25,800 $13,400 

(2a week) “i 
STRAND Strange Love| Rich Always Tenderfoot Street of 
High. $78,800 $17,200 With Us $16,000 omen 
Low.. 8,000 $19,900 $16,500 
May 7 May 14 May 21 May 28 _ 

CHICAGO Vivienne Rich Always Huddle Desire Me 
High. $71,300 Ware With Us $27,400 $38,200 
Low.. 27,200 $39,800 $27,200 ' 

Stage Show | (New Low) ob nae oF 
McVICKER’S | Clara Deane Lena Rivers Doomed 

High. $53,000 $15,900 $6,300 Battalion (DARK) 
Low.. 6,300 (New Low) $15,200 ne 
ORIENTAL Room 13 Sinners in Night Court Feller Necds 
High. $52,500 $20,400 the Sun $23,300 a Friend 
Low.. 17,000} Stage Show $22,900 Bing Crosby $22,800 

STATE Symphony State’s State’s Radio Patrol 
LAKE $7,200 Attorney Attorney $7,200 
High. $45,300); (2d week) $11,200 $6,800 
Low.. 6,600 (24 week) 
UNITED This Is the |Letty Lynton|Letty Lynton|Letty Lynton 

ARTISTS Night $26,200 $16,700 $10,400 
High. $49,100 $17,700 2d week) (3d week) 
Low.. 10,200 beter oe i an 

May 7 May 14 May 21 May 28 
LOEW’S Tarzan Vivienne Letty Lynton| Feller Needs 
STATE $21,000 Ware $25,700 a Friend 
High. $48,000; Stage Show $17,000 $26,000 
Low.. 10,000 oo 
PARA- World and This is the Sky Bride Clara Deane 
MOUNT Flesh Night $13,500 $12,000 
High. $57,800 $13,000 $15,000 
Low.. 10,000} Stage Show 

WARNERS’ | Crowd Roars | Rich Always |Love of Molly| Two Seconds 
HOLLYW’D $13,000 With Us Louvain $13,600 
High. $37,800} Stage Show $17,000 $6,000 
Low.. 7,000 (6 days) 

WARNERS’ So Big Mouthpiece | Crowd Roars | Rich Always 
DOWNT’WN $12,200 $11,000 $12,000 With Us 
High. $38,800 Vaude $12,000 
Low.. 7.000 

BROOKLYN Se 
May 7 May 14 May 21 May 28 
PARA- World and Sinners in Miracle Man | For Defense 
MOUNT the Flesh the Sun $32,000 $39,800 
$37,500 $30,900 Cliff Edwards 
Stage Show and 
Jack Benny. 
FOX Vivienne Young No Greater Room 13 
Ware America Love $15,000 
' $17,000 $11,000 $9,000 
Stage Show ae 
METRO- Flesh Ils Weak|Letty Lynton| Wet Parade Behind the 
POLITAN $22,000 $27,000 $23,000 Mask 
Vaude $25,000 ' 
ALBEE State’s Carnival Symphony Molly 
Attorney Boat $22,000 Louvain Z 
$26,400 $12,000 $11,500 
Vaude oa 
STRAND Man Wanted | Mouthpiece So Big Rich Always 
$10,400 $15,700 $12,000 With Us 
‘ $11,500 
May 7 May 14 May 21 May 28 
PARA- World and Sky Bride Clara Deane Sinners in 
MOUNT the Flesh $13,500 $8,200 the Sun 
High. $21,000 $14,000 (New Low) $10,500 
Low.. 8,200 Dorothy 
Mackaill 
: Stage Show 

FOX-POLI Amateur Letty Lynton Huddle Attorney for 
High. $26,000 Daddy and _and Defense 
Low.. 6,800 and Scandal Vivienne and 

Young For Sale Ware Night World 
America $10,000 $10,000 . $8,500 
$6,800 
(New Low) 

SHERMAN Mouthpiece | Rich Always Molly So Big 
High. $16,000 $8,100 With Us Louvain and 
Low.. 1,500 $7,900 and Tenderfoot 

Expert $5,500 
ae 1 $6,000 =e alia 
SEATTLE 
May 7 May 14 May 21 __May 28 

FIFTH AVE. Vivienne World and Sinners in Huddle 
High. $26,000 Ware the Flesh the Sun $9,000 
Low.. 7,800 $8,000 $12,000 $15,600 

Stage Show __ | Ted Lewis Bad » 

ORPHEUM Lena Rivers Office Girl State’s Night World 
High. $32,000 $11,700 $10,000 Attorney and 
Low.. 5,300 Olsen- $6,000 Roadhouse 

Johnson Murder 
Vaude $5,300 
(New Low)_ 

MUSIC BOX Scarface Tough to Be | Rich Always Mouthpicce 
High. $17,000 $4,000 Famous With Us $3,000 
Low.. 2,500 (2d_week) _ $3,000 $4,000 ae 7 

LIBERTY Ex Bad Boy Local Bad Strangers of | County Fair 
High. $12,000 and Man Evening $4,600 
Low.. 4,600 Drifter and $4,600 

$5,100 Dragnet 
Patrol 
$4,600 

_{New Low) 








(Continued on page 23) 
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Under Any Conditions; Elliott Pres, 22%. %:'=. 





Columbus, June 13. 
With more than a score of police 
guarding the ballot boxes, plus 
many detectives mingling with the 
William S. Wiliott, of 


was overwhelmingly 


delegates, 
Cincinnati, 
re-elected president of the I. A. T. 
S. E. here Friday (10), as the stage 
hands closed its 31st biennial con- 


vention. Elliott won over George 
EB. Browne; of Chicago, by a vote of 
608 to 236. 

The entire official administration 
glate was re-elected. 

John P. Nick, of St. Louis, was 
named ist vice-president with 564 
votes over Thomas E. Maloy, of 
Chicago, who received 234; William 
P. Covert, Toronto, was elected 2d 
vice-pres.; William J. Harrer, 3d 
vice-pres.; Joseph C. Campbell, 
Guthrie, Okla., 4th vice-pres.; Will- 
fam T. Madigan, Minneapolis, 5th 
vice-pres.; Floyd M. Billingsley, 
San Francisco, 6th vice-pres.; Har- 
lan Holmden, 7th vice-pres.; Fred 
J. Dempsey, Boston, reelected gen- 
eral secretary-treasurer. 

John McCarroll, Camden, N. J.; 
R. E. Morris, Mobile, and William 
Scanlan, of Lynn, Mass., were 
named members of the _ interna- 
tional board of trustees. 
3urke, Boston, and William Glen- 
dening, Atlantic City, were named 
delegates to the A. F. L. conven- 
tion. William B. Allen, Edmonton, 
was named delegate to the Do- 
minion Trades and Labor Congress. 

The town was treated to its first 
big time scene of liquor deliv- 
eries. For three nights a large 
truck bearing Illinois license plates 
drew up to the rear entrance of 
the Neil House and an armed guard 
stood by while case after case of 
liquor was unloaded. No interfer- 
ance. 

Permit System Out 


Abolition of the permit system 
which allows certain unions to em- 
ploy non-union help for 4&4 con- 
sideration was the most important 
piece of legislation. This measure 
was aimed directly at Sam Kap- 
lan, of New York, according to its 
Sponsors, Kaplan haying been the 
subject of numerous’. subversive 
attacks. 

Charles C. Shea, former president, 
was reinstated by the convention, 
in a surprise move Thursday. The 
order to restore him to good stand- 
ing met with practically unanimous 
consent. 

Dual organizations and racketeer- 
ing practices of all types were se- 
verely attacked by the officers of 
the alliance in several addresses 
during the week. 


Work 


Work at any price, but work, was. 


the keynote of the week, all mem- 


bers and delegates being urged to| 


go along with their local employer 
in any way possible and to accept 
salary cuts when needed. The al- 
liance did not put itself on record 
as favoring a lower scale, it being 
claimed that due to varying condi- 
tions in different cities this would 
be impossible, 

All delegates were urged to pro- 
tect themselves and the men they 
represented by insuring them work 
At all times, no matter how great 
the prospective wage cuts might be. 

Officers and delegates went on 
Fecord officially as favoring repeal 
of the 18th amendment. 

Other legislation which passed 
fncluded: IATSE to aid WCFL 
(Voice of Labor) radio station in 
Chicago to construct and install a 
hew super-power transmitter sys- 
tem. 

Reductions in man power by local 
tflnions must be taken up with the 
Alliance officials before final action. 

5,000 Visitors 

More than 1,000 delegates at- 
tended the full-week session here, 
with several hundred putting in at 
least two weeks. They brought over 
4,000 friends and relatives and car- 
ried off anything they wished. Town 


Was thrown wide open throughout 
the week. . 

At the close of the alliance ses- 
Bion an Ohio organization was 
formed and obtained a state charter 


on the spot. Purpose is to promot: 


Welfare of all local unions in the 
state Group will comprise 1,400 
Inembers from Ohio, Indiana and 
Kentucky. Harry E. Coleman, Co- 
lumbus, was elected first pre ent 
of this group. Meetings are to take 
place annually. 


+ 


James F.! 


Stage Hands’ Convention Urges Work Pay Due Manager 





Sherman Krellberg Sued 
For $3,500 by Indie Studio 


man Krellberg, indie producer, for 
$3,500 as royalties advanced by the 
studio to RCA on behalf of Krell- 
berg. 

Krellberg’s 
of the Law.’ 

It is charged that Krellberg was 
to reimburse Ideal $500 per reel for 
RCA Photophone rights. 

Krellberg’s defense is 
studio as a New 
Hudson Heights) 
in New York. 


F & M Sues for $2,552 


Company Tax Refun 


picture was ‘Enemies 


that 
corp. 


the 
Jersey 





Los Angeles, June 13. 
Fanchon & Marco is suing 
Charles G. Johnson, treasurer of the 


fund on its 1930 
chise tax. 

Firm claims that through a cler- 
ical error its entire net profit item 
of $109,960 was reported as the net 
subject to California tax, whereas 
{only $37,671 should be prorated as 
profits taxable in this state. 

Marco submitted a detailed claim 
for refund to the state treasurer, 
explaining that about $13,000 in loss 
deductions, including $9,903 for the 
F&M studio fire, had likewise been 
prorated although most of the losses 
were entirely at the California end. 
Treasurer turned down the claim 
without comment. The current court 
action is F&M’s appeal. 


Ed.-World-Wide Setup. 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Under the new set-up of Educa- 
tional-World-Wide production and 
| distribution, all short product will 
| be identified as Educational and all 
| features contributed by several pro- 
duction units will be identified as 
World-Wide. 

Production of shorts will be con- 
| white fea at the Educational studios 


corporation fran- 





while features will be made at Met- 
ropolitan and Tiffany studios, 





Al Christie’s Spot 


Hollywood, June 18. 





| Al Christie 
| for Educational in charge of produc- 
| tion on six Vanity shorts featuring 
| Bobby Vernon and Glenn Tryon, 
{now that the Christie Film Co. is in 
{the hands of a receiver. 

After the six are made, Christie 
| remains at Educational as story edi- 
,tor and production supervisor. 





' Holding 25c Grind Open 
Columbus, June 13, 


| 

| RKO has decided for the present 
|; the local Majestic, 25c top grind, 
| with the best location in town, will 
|remain open. 

| Announced two weeks ago house 
| would close for the summer. May 
;} close anytime should biz fall off. 





| 


| ‘O'SHAUGHNESSY’ WAITS 


Hollywood, June 13. 

| Production on Metro's ‘O’Shaugh- 
|ressy’s Boy’ called off until the fall 
‘after being a week on location with 
ithe Barnes Circus for atmospheric 
| footage. Meanwhile, 


| strengthened. 





split up until. then with Feery 
starting ‘Flesh’ this week while the 
ij} boy will be co-starred with Lionel 
' Barrymore in ‘Father and Son.’ 


INDIE ‘BARKIES’ 
Hollywood, June 13. 
Having received an okay on his 
story from the Society for the Pre- 


vention of Cruelty to Animals, Ren- 
nie Renfro is working out a deal 
with Larry Darmour’to make an- 
other dog short. 
Renfro's dogs were previously 
used in the Metro Ki 
METRO’S OLYMPIC IDEA 
Hotlywood, June 13 
Metro is di ring with the Olyn 
pic games t6é make a series 
shorts around the various events 


Plans are to film ina Technicolor. 


Ideal Sound Studio is suing Sher- |} 


| 
(at 
can’t do business} 


state of California, for a $2,552 re- | 


becomes a producer | 


story will be) 


Wallace Beery and Jackie Cooper 


Flushing, L. I, June 13. 
Frederick Weiler, former man- | 
Bayside, was | 
held for the Grand Jury, Wednes- 





day, by Magistrate Thomas F. 
Doyle in the Flushing Court, 
charged with grand larceny. 


|Charles V. Bossert appeared against 
'the former manager charging that 
lhe stole $423 from the theatre 

e . } 
| Weiler, who was one of the best | Goldstone Opens Purse 


| known organists in the city, is be- | 


So Brother Can Grind 








ling held in $2,500 bail. 
| Weiler says he began counter | Hollywood, June 13. 
Suit in City Court for $3,000 back 


| Pay from the theatre. Phil Goldstone opened his closed 

} ce money bag long enough to get his 

| brother Henry’s horse opera, ‘Law 

and Lawless, started last week. 

This is the only Goldstone-financed 
° | picture in production at present. 

Talker Projectors | Henry Goldstone says his sound 


men will work on the o!d scale. This 


| But No Films Ready | may be news to the union. Armand 


Schaefer directs. 





‘RCA Selling 16mm. 





Hollywood, June 13. | 


FIRST DIV. AND CRUZE 
INVOLVED IN 2 SUITS 


An Appellate Division decision 
}empowering Louis Nizer, attorney 
| for First Division Pictures, to go to 
| the Coast to question Samuel Meyer, 
|in a suit brought against FD was 
|handed down Friday (10). Ella 
| Marie Mortimer is suing FD for $11- 
1000 on two promissory notes given 
| to James Cruze, Inc. 


| Having made 600 16mm projec- 

tors capable of sound and sight re- 
| production, RCA is now endeavor- 
ling to get major companies to re- 
| duce some of their past releases as 
| fodder for the new tabloid-sized 
| equipment. 
First batch is now in the hands 
|of sales branches and another half 
hundred are being manufactured 
although as yet there have been 
few sales. Price of the equipment is 
$460, with as yet no film for the 
| buyers unless RCA can interest the 


SS aa wedi tae to reduce some Also involved is an $150,000 dam- 
° - a 4 u Hoong rons lage suit started by FD against 

ensing a later market for the| samuel Zierler. Latter, allegedly, 
small stuff, Carol Dunning, creator 





| after being given power of attor- 
|ney by FD, and reorganized James 
| Cruze, Inc. into-James Cruze Pro- 
ductions Inc., Ltd., making himself 
president, holding all the stock in 
the reorganized company and bene- 
fitting himself instead of First Div. 
Suit brought against FD by Mrs. 
| Mortimer on the notes is in connec- 
| track, which is 80% smaller than | {108 bei cg Rr cio gli ans 
"Rk uk chokes Wh eae reed ca | picture contract. Questioning of 
alt 8 team. 6 thich it an. | Meyer, which the Appellate Division 
jaa oS © eS es allowed, is on the counterclaim made 
jess is used. by FD that Meyer received the 
notes from James Cruze, Inc. and 
° ‘ ) followed that with giving the notes 
Devine as Cluck to Mrs. Mortimer, no legal consider- 
Universal City, June 13. ation having bound the transac- 
| Cast for Universal’s ‘Once in a/| tions. Court decision provides that 
| Lifetime’ is set, with Andy Devine | Nizer’s Coast expenses be defrayed 
playing the cluck character. Dr.| >¥ Cruze Productions. — 
| George Lewis, for which Jack Oakie| In answering the suit against it, 
lrefused to make a test. Russell| FP counter-charged that Cruze had 
| Hopton, Ailine McMahon, Zasu Pitts | delivered only five of the 10 pic- 
‘and Onslow Stevenson also con-| tures due, had added $150,000 to 
| tracted. the costs of the finished produc- 
| Picture starts June 17. tions, of which FD was to pay one- 
third and had refused arbitration as 
“— was provided. Also charged is that 
cata 6 4 M4 Mrs. Mortimer is merely a ‘dummy’ 
Radio s Alimony Jail in that she is acting for the original 
Hollywood, June 13. Cruze co. and is actually as an em- 
‘Alimony Jail,’ story of alimony ploye for Hayes, Podell & Schul- 
racketeering by Bobbie Meredith, | man, attorneys in the suit against 
has been bought by Radio. FD. 
Covici, Friede, Inc., has the book. | 


ED’S COLOR SHORTS 


¥ Hollywood, June 13. 
| Educational is considering a se- | Connell, who made a couple of pic- 
‘ries of travel pictures to be photo- {tures for Big Four last year, are 
graphed in Technicolor. 

Pictures will be confined to the | 
South Seas and Asia, with a series | 


|of the Dunning composite process, 
lis refitting his laboratory to take 
|care of 16mm talker film. 

Reducing the film from standard 
to 16mm in the case of silent film 
was a simple matter, but now with 
sound it entails recording of the 
| standard sound track on discs and 
then re-recording ona smaller sound 


























Lab Haunts Indie Duo 


Los Angeles, June 13. 


terprises, Ltd., for a $3,754 lab Dill. 
Hooper-Connell last worked on a 


|on Europe to follow if the first | Wally Wales picture at the Sonora | 


clicks. | county rodeo last year. 


Shorts Sure Losers, Say Exhibs; 
450 Needed, 1,300 Announced 








ture product facing the industry the tration by producers on secondary 


fact that producers are contem- screen subjects is deemed by thea- 
plating some 1,300 short subjects | tre men to be incongruous with the 
this coming season, has aroused/ present film situation and at a time 


theatre men who fear that an over- 
} production of shorts may result to 
the detriment of the industry. Thea- 
tre men taking their own experience 
into account state that at the most 
only around 450 short subjects can 
be absorbed by the industry. That 


when stringent overhead economies 
are looked for in the studios. 


| If the production of shorts were 
limited to the possible absorption 
point by producers, theatre men are 
of the mind, that some $5,000,000 in 


production costs alone can be saved. 


eans a probably overproduction of Companies and the number of 
shorts by nearly two-thirds. horts @ontemplated follows: 
Conferences between producers 
and theatre heads are therefore Paramount ....-ccccscccces 200 
yked for this week or soon there- Warners ......++. cree ». 150 
er in an } mpt to remedy tl} RKO-Pathe Ceceeeeeeseeseos 150 
tuation. The average cost of a Educational ...cccccsccccss 150 
hort as figured conservatiy ly ? ’ M-G-M cee ee ee eeeeeeeeee 159 
» around $6,000. If this is » it Universal ......cccccccccass 150 
ns that the producers are abo ol) er 15 
Lo vend some $7,900,900 in shorts Independent ....... euU 
p juctior ; 
| In‘the face of a shortage of fea-, — Total 1,000 


Reginald B. Hooper and Robert M. 


being sued by Associated Film En- | 


With an admitted shortage of fea-; ture product such a heavy concen- | 


Film Financing Costs Hit 
By Cal. Supreme Court Taboo 
On 3% Interest and ‘Service 


+ 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Decision of the California Su- 
preme Court last week that the 
interest law on loans was un- 
-onstitutional, and that no money 
lenders can charge over 1% month- 
ly interest on loans where the bor- 
rower retains the property on 
which the loan is made, hits hard 
the motion picture financing people 


who have been getting anywhere 
from 10% up on their money. 
Court’s main aim was against 


the service; investigation of super- 
vision fees where the lender grabs 
of an extra amount of money 
for supposed services rendered 
in effecting the loan. Under the 
court’s ruling, ‘only a reasonable 
amount can be charged for investi- 
gation or any cther services, none 
of which can be paid to or retained 
by the lender.’ 

Decision 
vision’ fee which 
has been charging producers he 
was financing and for which he 
usually collected upwards of $1,000. 

A week ago Goldstone announced 
he was through financing independ- 
ent productions. Only picture he is 
bankrolling at present is a western 
being produced by his brother, 
Henry. 


$60,000 Roxy Red Cut 
| $10,000 This Week as 
Court 0.K.’s Receiver 


Roxy receivership was ordered 
continued by Judge Francis Caffey 
in the Federal Court yesterday (13), 
with Harry G. Kosch as sole re- 
ceiver. Continuance of Kosch was 
ordered after creditors testified to 
his fitness for the job. No mention 
of issuance -of receivers’ certificates 
to finance the house was made in 
| the judge’s oral orders, but belief 

outside was that this might be 
later incorporated in the formal 
order. 

| Judge Caffey also sat in the 
Shubert receivership. He found 
that there is no occasion for a co- 
receiver at the Roxy or that a 
showman was needed particularly. 
This was on the apparent premise 
that Kosch was having satisfactory 
operating advice already from Her- 
bert Lubin, Richard Rowland, 8S. L. 
Rothafel himself, and Spyros 
Skouras. These names were brought 
out by Kosch himself. 

The Judge’s remarks were oc- 
casioned by requests from two 
bodies of creditors who asked that 
co-receiver be appointed. One 
body, represented by Attorney J. M. 
yoddard, asked for a showman re- 
ceiver, 

For 


likely ousts the ‘super- 


Phil Goldstone 

















the first three weeks of 
Kosch's receivership the report a 
read indicated a deficit of about 
' $60,697. Gross intake for these three 
(Continued on page 21) 


‘Sta. Barbara Operators 
Forget Walkout Threat 


Santa Barbara, June 13. 

Projectionists reconsidered their 
threatened walkout from Fox- 
W. C.’s Arlington theatre when the 
circuit refused to grant a five-day 
week. Operators agreed to continue 
as is until the existing agreement 
expires Sept. 1, but declared they 
will then demand a five-day week. 

Operators in the three Warner 
| houses in Santa Barbara have a 
five-day agreement. Circuit made 
the concession in return for being 
permitted a one-man crew at two 
houses. 








' 
| 





Co-Op Filipino Meller 


Hollywood, June 13. 


After a full year of promoting 
Philipine dishwashers, bus boys and 
kindred laborers, Dorman Hunt has 

nally completed an all-Philippine 
picture of the ‘Dime a Dance Hall’ 

f tribution in theatres Cae 
ing to tl Philippine trade. 

b7iey 4 ; made on a co-opera- 

} % th parts dished out in 
rear with amounts invested 


; lor 
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Siock Market Goldstone Launches : 
Fe New Fem with Hollywood Production 
(Continued from page 7) At one time every one of the score 
opments, a situation that has existed | but RKO, Gen, Theatre common 0 ystem Ruled Out Week of J 
for a couple of months. fever rae common, were on a reg- ee o une 13 
|ular dividend basis. : 
No Bond Betterment | eae tad eemaidian seven gai ST ae (Pictures now filming, or about to start, are listed b 
Apart from the action of common |...‘ aye selling ae a hrice str an cago, June 13. | by studios. Symbols are: . D—Direct > A sted below alphabetically 
stocks, the theatre bonds were er- | ere are sciing S© & price strangely With the guaranteed financial S—Star.) or, A—Author, C—Cameraman 
ati awk gt sala "3,4, | out of line with their earnings for | packi ae 
ratic, particularly Loew’s, whic h | - | backing of Phil Goldstone, form } 
made several mild starts on the up--| the recent half year, At its bottom | tion of the Majesti : ee “wei ° OOLUNETA MONOGRAM UNIV : 
side and then retraced their course | Loew's common was sold at less} «,. : Majestic Distributing ‘War Correspondent’ ‘Son of Oklahoma’ ‘Jung! MIVERSAL 
while Paramount’s remained atles3 'than three times it current net per | an oe was completed here today|p pay) “ week) ss thai (34. week) we Pos spose: ) seria) 
eee ; aggee yy ge 3 | share: > preferre 1, | (Monday » ri ; pas S108 R —Robert Bradbur —Ray " — 
within a narrow margin of their re- | hare; the preferr d at not much} ct : yh following & three-day|A—Ray Schrock S—Bob Steele . aaa 
cent astonishing bottom, where they | more than twice net, and M-G-M in| meet at the Congress hotel, attended Jo Swerling Josie Sedgwick » A io oy 
apparently had discounted every- proportion. In normal times & price largely by franchise holders from all| Raiph G ata a oa Noah ‘Booty ed 
thing that could possibly happen to | Fate of anything below ten times/|over the country. A second meeting) Lia Lee Julian River ‘Once in’ a Lifetime’ 
a senior security. Both the new net rezcarded as conservative. /|is due in New York this Wednesday ‘ ' Carmen LaRue (Starting) " 
RKO debentures and the old Keith | Yields for these issues are at ab- Officers are: Herm: G aday. Murder of the Night PARAMO " D— Russell Mack 
obligation mere motionless, former | surd levels. At 15 Loew's pays 20%.| New York, presid “i a ae (ar ey t ‘Love Me Toni ht? rf "Arth ~ eee 
wavering around 50 and the latter | preferred between 13 and 14% At) snapir Be ena: ee ae D—Irving Commin zs (oth week). Lino 
close to its all time low asound 5 | 49, and M-G-M preferred at 14 pays | Y ee oston, and Benjamin Ju- | A~—Anthony Abbett D—Rouben Mamoulian Aline MacMahan 
Warner Bros. lapsed prado maction. | i3% %. = 1, Chicago, vice-presidents; di- Harlan Thompson a oe oes Marchand oe Hopton 
: S. iaps ; é i 7 on cali es a sot aie ve ’ rectors inc * Xeene Thor ‘ a Armont fasu Pitts 
price movements being minute on | Emphasizing the frozen state of | t lude officers and Gold- Robert —_. Waldemar Young WA ' 
sizeable dealings. the theatre stocks, they finished last | stone, J. Berkowitz, Buffalo; An- Norman Krasna Samuel Hoffenstein ‘Ti or toe > 
week practically at the same level | thony Luschese, Phile i S—Adolphe Menj George Marion, Jr oe 
Matter of fact, the whole bond de-|as the week before, with the ma- Sam Wolf, att shes ig ores an one pioneer C—Victor Milner ‘ D seeimed taawtien 
partment was a good deal of a dis- | jorit f the activ onan olf, attorney for Goldstone, White Eagle’ S—Maurice Chevalier Siemon: Brae 
: Devi jority oOo e active dé scriptions who with Kin 2) | (Starti ) Jeanette MacD »uston Branch 
appointment. Prices spurted on the | bearing guctinanl ‘witeea — tues. ite - “ g Charney of the|p—rambert pile Charlie penal Wells Root 
news of the bank investment group | Volume was very moderate, with + aboratories, Hollywood, ac-|A—Fred Myton Charles E. Butterworth Saws eae 2 
as outside buyers sought to antici- | Loew, 20,000 shares, and Saramiouth companied Goldstone here. S—Buck Jones Myrna Loy ighael atten Robinson 
s ’ , Olle 5, are . ¢ ~ ~ ¢ e 
— See cacera and then feH | 31,000 shares, the leaders. Total in Plans call for a minimum of 26 ‘y a mg te fae ttn Zita Johann : 
; : . 3 . zn ol oy Smi Sn aan Tat P 
— 4 arge part of the way as the | Warners was only 6,500 shares and pictures the first year, to be divided ” ve tg Mt eam Elizabeth Patterson <2 Saree, See 
rly birds took what profits they | Fox less than half that at 2,500|imto special features and westerns 1 ton Ethel Griffies oneal eee 
— and retired from the gam- | shares. at a total expense of emia $3, *|A—John Miles ———- Cawthorne Leila pone 
e. owever, it seems th: Aer niet »~ | C—James obert Craig villi ic 
i , — ' ms ‘th it the Bonds Are Skittish 000,000. Franchised exchange in| SN mes Brown, Jr. Ethel Wales William ticciardi 
almost unbearable pressure on the ; participate i eg “nee ak hn Ba George Davis Cabin in the Cotton’ 
bond department had lightened, By comparison the bonds were | po,,; — in the profits after the] hen Alenss ee isewll aelt the Ween’ D 5g SECM ree) 
probably for the reason that old volatile and almost unanimously on : gative costs come out, thereafter | Evalyn case (6th week) P ae  papimaetgs Asan 0g ‘ 
holders withdrew offerings as they the down side for an agere gate loss oe 50% of the profits. To guar-| J: Farrell MacDonald . aeons Soares Paul Green aaeacs 
took heart from the view that, how- | °f & points, 1% decline for Loew antee Goldstone’s primary invest- a pe ap cy . sal Ramet 4 C—Barney McGill 
ever much the investment group 6’s and 2% and 2% each for the|ment in the venture, an allotted Joyzelie rene enee G—Charse Lana. SP ~<a aaa 
might refuse to follow prices up, older Paramount 6’s and the newer $200,000 has been subscribed k George Irving S—Tallulah Bankhead og 
they were pretty sure to give sup- 5% Ss, both within a point or two of | members of the organisati dy Zasu Pitts Che Gary Cooper Henry R. Walth in 
port at further critical moments. In their bottoms. Some effort appeared | quarters of the ii + aren ssend- ‘ FOX ares oly + aaa Tully Marshall — 
other words, bond holders felt that |t0 have been made to mark these | pany will be in tng gg com- 7a Year’ care weak eee 
they were now reasonably safe from bonds up in the early part of the genera} wd a New York with a| D—William i Vast Paul Porcast Eamund aeons’ 
a sudden collapse in bonds from week when enthusiasm for liens was | amor é 1anager to be selected from|A—Frank Craven ee Compton John Marston ‘ 
nervous selling, and were disposed at its height, but all the gains were rag the members. a kt te masts oe Ri 4 Harry Cording 
to hold on, except where there were subsequently lost and more besides. a ne of the salient points laid S—Sanet Gasner " ‘Blonde Vennas’ prvillen A ome ag 
: - ae e ’ . ae 4 BP Alderso 
serious situations to face. The Par-Famous bonds at one time | COW? by Goldstone is that the per- Charles Farrell (4th week) Charles Middleton 
News about the film industry dur- | W°T® UP to 21 and Loew’s obliga- centage system for ,| Robert McWade D—Josef von Sternberg Snow Flake 
y dur- || : merly in use by A—S 
ing the week was not favorable tions at the same time climbed to indie exchanges be ruled out CG ld Ameen naeee et ae Russell Simpson 
: 7 , > | we A : 7 -~|Maude E . : s F . - = ; 
while several items were bearish. 7214, both issues dropping back sub- | stone has flatly refused to fi os George Mecher C—Ray June ee area eterson 
Half year income statement of War- sequently between 4 and 5 points or | any picture on perce ; nance! mana Vokel S—Marlene Dietrich Virginia Memensie 
ner Bros. was worse than had been |™ore. Warners’ .bonds were per- PRERSRIAES SOT ENST. ‘After the Rain’ Herbert Mar Florine McKinney 
Yooked for, showing as it did an sistently weak and turned over in (24 week) }iopah ay’ lll pala ‘Two Against the World’ 
operating loss of more than $5,000,- considerable volume, ending the week yy 1 + Blystone madnet Mineseth O'Censee D~Arél (5th week) 
000 and Consolidated Film Indus- at their bottom on the movement at Roxy Labor Deal? See tee Gane Morgan A Marion — 
pra passed the quarterly 50-cent 11, compared to the former bottom Uni — : Peggy Shannon a Jerry Horwin 
payment on its preferred. The open of 9%. Sales of RKO debentures, of nion negotiations with the Roxy, | aia" prov iataeen ten nie ae 
~ewre price on that issue had | COUrS® represented scattered and as indicated by Receiver Harry stessasae fi hssens Bis “gos = el s Raeiienes’ tens 
; “e ve | o : 4 . , ~ CK ae STE ‘e > 
abundantly foreshadowed such ac- discouraged holders, bulk of the is- Kosch, for the latter house, may be Robber 8 Roost’ D—Chester M. Franklin Neil Hamilton pind 
— } hs erg however, voted the | SU° being in the hands of RCA, satisfactorily concluded this week D—Dave Hewara’ » Same Brsteres) ene Sv aen 
yam $2 quarterly on its first pre- which unaerwrote the unsubscribed Labor contracts at the Rox . A-~Sane new. HE fay ce Herbert — Pet aa 
oles one of the inactive list |POrtion of the whole issue, pre- pire Thursday (16) and y €X-|S—George O’Brien Gilbert Roland Maude Teeen 
stocks, which is now so closely held sumed to be pretty near the whole|to the present » according ‘Walking Down Broad- J0°Yce Compton Clara Blandick 
as to be without much significance, | W°T*®- may be fav nt outlook, the Roxy way’ Marian Shilling Alan Mowbray 
except as reflecting the fact that|_Warner_ statement covered 26 the. © favored with a salary cut by “ti ae Roones Haan nn Ag 8 
the company is holding its head up. | Weeks te Hen. of mmeamemia. ose ee ae fete ton erokeien Srdkting Deaninete Walter Walker 
Stress on Ill N oss of $5,267,690 after amortizati umber of men S—James D Hel ‘rome B H am 
ews i : zation ° ‘ unn en Jerome Eddy ale Hamilton 
of films, depreciation interest, pro- Marian Nixon Paul Porcasi 2 Harold Entwistle 
snabasian Re magpie anyhow to|vision for investments in qubaiti- METRO po gy Pence ecen Saaee 
on adverse news, and thelaries and other charges. Heavy C 2 ‘Washington Whirlpool’ Touis Alberni Roscoe Karns ‘i 
sappearance of the senior Consoli- | ch _charges, Heavy autious Howard (7th week) Nadine Doree Ride Him Cowboy’ 
dated Film i ower charge-offs are included in the D—Charles B i Jimmie Eagles (4th week) 
Sateen etlala Diitaied cneas | arene Sierestiey of radio ¢ write- — A—Htenry Bernstein ‘The Last Frontiers = 2184 AS 
the gro ae though expected, made | down of properties of radio division John Mechan (To start June 20) A—Fepneth Perkine 
pba ten. ook tat much ‘worse.|these charges being against capi- (Continued from. page 2) on SS ere yan eh a C—Ted MeCord 
ist is now down to four | ti ” ‘et ‘ a ‘ —Ray Toland an Beuren serial) —2ee saaeee 
dividend payers, excluding from the|a profit of $2 peed the orth mae pen believes stage people belong on the pm ee Barvymere 4 rorey ig op . . “oom sree 
group Eas 2,498,515 was realized on | s 4 aren Morley +0 tigger ate w ° 
and tudmeanedee thaane Electric | purchase and redemption of deben- rea pg he believes their re- | William Collier, Sr. Ruth Tod Harry Gribb 
: , ch are only! tu , yards, both spiritual and iane Sinclair uth Tos arry Gribbon 
distant relative res, and credited to earned sur- and monetary ine Otis Har! 
s. The surv " ar , » | Reginald Barlow RAD Lhe 
the dividend colu ivors in| plus. Last item represents purchase e greater in the drama, still he |©. Henry Gordon ‘Kone Frank Hagney 
T peer ae tee pro are the three; of debentures in the open market goes. But it’s not so bad to work William Morris 0h wack? Russell Simpson 
Loew’ ew’s common,|ard their cancellation, diff in Hollywood for th satnels, Gttiane D—Merian C. Cooper panty &. Sey 
w’s preferred and M-G-M—and | betwe on, ifference J e summer } Oscar Apfel A—Edgar Wallace *Revolt’ 
Universal. Only one b en purchase price (believed to | months, he explained in passing Berton Churchill Merian ¢C. ¢ (3d week) 
f ond has so|have been around $25 Pi we Henry Kolk Merian C. Cooper D—Willi leter 
ar defaulted, General Theatre 6's,| tion price of $103 tar and redemp- ictures themselves, Mr. Howard | Aiwoy Wwe james A. Creelman dave theta de 
4 eo ; ¢ ‘ . ~ a. wyn War __Bddi ; ’ —Mary McCall, Jr. 
bowed Heed being in bankruptey ‘a profit eing regarded as see are a director’s medium, as | James ——<- s.. ome raiatnn Niven Busch 
eedings. Consolid e stage is an actor’s medium. Ar- | Charles Hill Nailes Fay Wrav Erwin Gelsey 
One by one divid ‘onsolidated balance sheet shows | tisticall ; - AI- | wilfred Noy “e Douglas Pairbanks, J 
PR Bo lla ell area fino ela e+ 7 apne ws | tistically, pictures present a new, an |Charles Coleman The Mest Dangerous = C—Ernest Haller « 
piecemeal in the case of |cash, were $20,32 ¥ U4i,-99 | interesting, an impressionisti rf : . ae S—-Douglas Fairbank 
the larger units like Fox and Par- | biliti re $20,329,463; current lia- | of telli Se a ae “Speak Bastty’ ah. ‘oben Nancy Carrot 
amount, and suddenly as in the case bilities $12,590,106. ing a story. A resourceful di- | ,, (6th week) D—Frnest TB. Schoedsack Preston Foster 
. + * ‘ ‘ — re S] : v Iieh . ate 
of Columbia Pictures and ages a Statement in connection with i can tell his story almost |C—Key iingoe A—Ricbard Connell ae 
s se- onsoli 3 ris int Aan ri u ’ k 7 we > - ‘ , Sheil: arry 
nior RKO subsidiaries, Keith and ea ated Film’s dividend an- Me os +2 actors. When pressed for |S—Buster Keaton ce James Creelman Betty Gillecte 
Orpheum preferred. At th cement added that company |2 Working explanation of this last Jimmy Derante a See Arnold Korff 
count there are four divide ieee had earned its preferred dividena | theory, Mr. Howard made clear that Bw ye my Tool Met Walter Walker 
. ; J ir ge 6 P . € Hy aur , tre . McC oe . 
dos ail U0 nak Ges hoe pig i ee it ‘was decided to di- props, sound, photography, are all in mae Sasi Banke pe ey Black 
Amesemaent enterprisss, net an pad } ert the additional funds to work- inherently dramatic, can suggest Hedda Hopper Fay Wray iieths Aver 
viting picture of a whole industry ngs capital. Company also said sal- |a story. =o‘ | Gener Toler eae” a ech Frank Reicher 
S , stry. aries had been reduced all around. Actors are only so n pinse Pan cssose ” mame Par hes 
ummary for w ; : . 1any props at ‘Skyscraper Souls’ nie: A t Lee Kohimar 
y eek ending Saturday, June 11: _ he thinks. The director can |p—paca, Sy”? A ritany — aa Marlow 
take anybod $ —Edgar Selwyn anh “yes. Richard Alexander 
STOCK EXCHANGE intriguing. y at all and make him | A—Faith Baldwin s- Bartlett Cormack William LeMaire 
Go pd geen make him look like an Eleanor Harris "Sal tement oe ee 
. Ow. Sales, Tesue and rate Net chg. | 2ctor. A good dire C. Gardner Sulliv : usmon¢ C. Henry Gordon 
2 % we ag lO High. Low. Last. for wk. iv re ctor, that is. Mr. |Cc—mnill Daniels an Gregory Ratoff Yola D’Avril 
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HOLLAND GROUP "Sen ee Talking Figur ) 
° e 1 es 
Set in English, French | ar ef a Done 0 ontention 
’ e : 
Paris, June 4, i 
Shooting of ‘Don Quixote’ with Girl who Pow raged a ats as 
\ Chaliapin will begin the middle of on the wings of angels, dis- 0 ritis ota 
July, and be done in Spain in vil- — 
ally ; . cussed actors’ salaries when 
an lages reconstructed for the Barce- dining with picture execs + 
lona exhibition, if political condi- ‘Seam Werat? ahs elated. | 
tions permit. : ; ; ‘ 
al In ior ciehabiaat Chaliapin will my, tee Bighees pals “soter in Names Beat Trademarks Toronto, June 13. 
stein the world. He named $10,000 Cl els i 
ak 5 ‘ at wee to the ; , , ose on the heels of the current 
take a rest and a course in reducing as his figure for a five day job.’ So Hammons Hunts Em hers : Rat aoc - 
to be suitably thin. Studio work ‘What was his part,’ asked | quota situation in France and Ger- 
P b na rs . as ¢ 
Amsterdam, June 13. will be done in Elstress. Arrange- the exec. Hollywood, June 13. many come rumblings of similar de- 

Philips Eindhoven controlling the | — poe = peetese are ROW PeRe- ‘They got somebody else,’ With four well-known. screen| Manes whieh will be made. by Cannes 
greatest acoustic interest in Europe | tically completed, with the scenario | said the girl comics already signed for as many] dian and British film producers at 
has become identified with a new | made on treatment by Paul Morand, | ; Sa Lae Po ax3,...| the pending Inter-Empire Trade 
Dutch group headed by Will Tusch- with John Farrou doing the Elstree | ica of shorts foe the new Zam * Conference in an attempt to over- 
insky which is said to have revolu- script, and the French continuity | tional program, E. W. Hammons is| throw American film domination in 
tionary plans for exploitation of being prepared by Nicolas Farkas, | @a i to ll | negotiating with several others to| the Dominion’s motion picture mar- 
sound, who is also the operator. } rive each series a name in prefer-| ket. 

New set-up has taken charge of English production will be done | . a t aan or the ‘ i th “ : | EE POCCREEY WES Ney oe 
the Miller Patents and with the| >y Nelson Film, with the director | ence to selling the product on &/ 4 10% quota with a sliding scale to 
capital background they are re- | Pot yet set, whereas the French pro- or uota all | ‘brand’ trademark. 25%. One Canadian producer will 

F ported to have, it is said radical | duction will be done by Nelson and | | Already signed for future product| Seek a 25% quota ‘hat will ulti- i 
changes are likely in the whole se a the latter a French organi- | are James Gleason and tasaliy,| ~~ wees ee ys = ee Dee oo = j 
European sound field, both as | zation. Hi: P Moran 1 Madk.} siicee te i keds a ee 
‘ to its technical side and in its finan- The French version will be di- Produce Abroad arry Langdon, Moran and Macl ‘| dicted, is uncertain. Freak aspects : 
ait Unk aeemielion angles. rected by Bernard Deschamps, with / and Tom Howard. | are so numerous that anything : 
M. <Andrieff as artistic advisor. | | meht happen. Public, press and i 
Andrieff was the art manager for | ————= — have lately been indulging in 4 
; ° ° Siti Gonte) - Slane tel aa ; ‘FRENCH WOULD EXTEND a wild program of patriotic ballyhoo } 
Outright Sale Gives pe og Pasi fai pag tea — | With the exception of Paramount, and flag-waving that leaves the ' 
poser The whole production wil] | ™@Jor American companies figure UOTA TO BLANK FILM Canadian film field fairly fallow for 
n ser. lit is “e eC ic: ret < a | ‘ Ahi iepmibaicel F 
German Product Edge | be entirely supervised by Jean de pa“ iplsene ny Romine ; oo ser Q > RBerE Sennen. 
| Limur, production manager of Van- and contingent laws abroad by pur- | | Daughters of the Empire, some- 
8 0 UJ S e S d | a Sen — = ew ; 7 ichasing cheap foreign-made fea-| =) | thing similar to America’s D. A. R,, 
ver ows inl we en ites only the English and |tures rather than go to the expense Paris, June 4. | called for more British films during 
siin . « | . . : | : . 
uaa versions will’ be wade. of yee = their — aaa Following the recommendation by | aoe, Sonreecren at Toronto 
" _a ® : yer Sadost® : 7 : ; quarters in kuropean territory. | a “oe oo ee ;} and received generous news space : 
have held their own in aaoten er | the r ginal with suhi-titied ts al- considering its own production there| 2 Strict quota be established on) glican Church, leading religious de- : 
in all Seandinavia phen 1 oer agg pi . aaeih oe Distril jf ti | were denied at the New York home| films, several moves now come to nomination, also adjured the gov- | 
all See é , dinary Ameri- | ready being negotiated, Distribution | \n,  ox according to executives, | restrict other branche f > in. | ernment’s motion-picture bureau to : 
can pictures have fallen flat. Even} for France will be done by Comptoir |._ maore ot thas ever to concentrate | Retee CLher SRERCNES GE Ey is increase the entr facilities f ; 
pictures with no outstanding quali- | Cinematographique Francais, pe A pranrele a iat i concentrate | dustry. First is a quota on positive | British films. Effe # , oa ee 
ties used to take in nice money Financial arrangements were fa- all picture activities in Hollywood. | film De i = — Wffective June 18, the 
ese ; , euyge 5 - s . rig - | “ ; . 25% Canadian conte c 'g< 
ac hg PR cage ~ Amsenies ; pecsintep ™ > are ait ot bie zel and Winnie Sheehan during | 99,900,000 feet of raw film, of which | forced, says Major J. C. Boylen, 
la” tiene aeeatecased in thie market Lert cures ~ yee : sad the re ‘: a ms their recent stay overseas, is return- | more than one third came from the head of the Ontario censor board. 
*s dominated in this market, and, | money in cash, and the balance as|i1. +) the Coast this week with in-| States. For the sccond half of 1932 |, Added to these straws in the wind 
of course, stili do in quantity. The | participation in the production. structions. to resume production of ; is the phenomenal success that has 
only opposition then was the novel- | Balance of cast not definitely set| onion original: oot bane a new quota has been established | heen greeting Gaumont-British- 
ty of Swedish pictures. Norway and | yet, and Jean de Limur making : eee ae a - yg ngewe _ in which the States allotment is (Continued on page 46) 
Denmark had ‘practically no home | te neg st Bay : ig er 
production With the besiening of} Europe on July 1 are also being as-| Only slightly over 5,000,000 feet, 
tes sadiuads 4621.84 = pn te er sociated with a foreign production whereas it should be over 7,000,000 
took place Yerman pictures were venture by Fox. Chief purpose of|t® Permit the quantity equivalent 
rapidly gaining ground in this Kreuger Crash Leaves the Kent trip, it is asserted by Fox - ~ tnt Predrre Aes cgaea 
acacia & : : : executives, is to straighten out dif- . oncert stars: from abroad have 
One reason for the Germans’ Swedish Film Industry ferences arising over the operation —_ e+e headaches, Out of 
chance to step in was that the lead- of the Gaumont circuit since the + hae agogp yor “= jee on U S P} 
: e: + > Wn olic : aris, from 15 to are oreign- 
ing firms of distributors-exhibitors Cri led for Ca ital English end obtained control. cox. Wiliie ustiaunaen Ae mad * e 
were anxious to make themselves p Other foreign language releases |»... , pier ee ee 
more independent of American ee will be dubbed abroad. Owing to no gig ot ve ree gp ge 
a é : . - , : sap, | tax. gitation is now stirred to Pei Re *s 
product. Svensk Filmindustri has Stockholm, June 2. the many Spanish dialects, Spanish | have the State tux all earnings by 
favored the German product this It is yet too early to predict what direct-shat production becomes | »o-eien talent, whether liviig Méte Paris, June 13. 
season, and they have picked the! effects the late Ivar Kreuger’s fi- tary teem for best Spanish-mar- or not, and whether concert, stage First actual transaction under the 
best German pictures obtainable. | nancial operations will have on the | Ket distribution. or screen. new French film restriction gives 
Their entree have been doing —_ Swedish film industry. _ Almost all Another international worry con-|the American industry the appear- 
best business during the past few] of Svensk Filmindustri’s theatres . cerns authors film rights The |. ; 
years. Light German operettas|in Stockholm and elsewhere in Canadian Imports on Leigaig German supreme saan ae ance of getting a break. 
(especially Ufa’s) combining music | Sweden, are located in real estate = yet to decide whether rights for Natan has taken the initiative in i 
py lg have appealed to the os a ara ws be & Toll, U. S. Fikns Down 467: film reproduction should accrue to hig gem e oe peony 
ances. now declared in bankruptcy. composers, meaning that French ‘ ne #rench trade sees the 

The Swedish picture-goers do not, It is also a question for Svensk composers are so deriving no in- impracticability of strictly observ- 
on the whole, prefer German to/|Filmindustri to seek new channels ° rom g d, Up 187, come from showings of German ing the new quota principle. 

English as a language, as both are | for obtaining current capital for the films where their numbers are used |, First of the American features to 

just as foreign here, although un-|continuation of making Swedish in the adaptation. The French are |2@ bought by native exhibitors is 

oe derstood by the educated classes.| pictures, which capital hitherto Ottawa, June 13. | doubly worried since, in the mean- | CheVvalier’s ‘One Hour with You’ 

. It is seldom the language that de-|has been furnished principally by| Imports of films by Canada from | time, remittances to Germany for | (Par) following its release at the 
Jr. cides whether a picture will click |Ivar Kreuger, who, by repute prac-|the U. S. are down 46%, while im- | German authors, whose numbers are Paramount, Par. 

at the boxoffice or not, it depends | tically owned Svensk Filmindustri. | ports from the United Kingdom | played in Paris in films, are paid. First Natan date is at the Moulin 

on picture itself, its story, the way In spite of all the wrong and|have increased 18%, based on foot- Another complaint, on slightly Rouge, with Natan circuit to follow. 

it is told and ‘sold’ to the audience. | crooked things now found out about | age, according to the summary of| different lines, is that some local | 77@m8action involves only the one 

Even Paramount's pictures made |Ivar Kreuger’s manipulations, it|Canadian trade issued by the De-| film companies are permitting their | ®UPJect, but it may turn out to be 
in France in the Swedish language |must not be forgotten that he/partment of National Revenue,| musical directors—in some cases | ‘© entering wedge. 
have not proved successful enough | started his worldwide business on/ Ottawa, for the 12 months ending | foreigners—to inject a large amount 
to warrant the production expenses. sound industrial foundations, and| April 30 as compared with the totals| of foreign music in French pro- 

Neither was their first dubbed pic- his initiative and power to create/for the previous 12 months. ductions. Some French composers SELLING, NOT SHARING, 
ture, ‘An American Tragedy,’ with has brought about the most mar- Film imports from the U. S., end-| have lodged an organized protest 

Swedish dialogue, so _ successful velous shake-up Sweden has ever! ing April 30, 1932 were valued $677,-| against this practice, which, they NEW FOREIGN METHOD 
negte ngs a the other hand, he fc agg eal phy oo ae 223; 1931, value, $1,196,191. say, is repriving them of revenue. 

S very impo . j arte anc From Great Britain, 1932, value, ———_——-—— a — 

The percentage of pictures re- bomb exploded, but an additional | $102,547; 1931, value, $90,243. Foreign producers are revolu- 
lensed this season by nationalities: | income tax may be imposed as a Mex. Bans Velez Film tionizing their dealings with Amer- 
American, 63.5%; German, 24%; | result of the crash. ; ican distributors. Instead of leas- 

roti Swedish, 6%; French, 2.5%; Danish,| The Oscar theatre, Stockholm, is ° Mexico City, June 9. |ing or working their product in on 
2%; British, 1%; Spanish, 1%. in bankruptcy with liabilities ustr Two more American-made talk-|4 shading basis, leading representa- 
Sweden has so far imported the | kroner 400,000. The principal cred- jers, “The Gay Caballero,’ starring | tives trom overseas are considering 
best of the German product, but it | itors are the late Ivar Kreuger’s es- | Lupe Velez, and ‘The Broken Wing,’ only outright sales. The sum of 
is now evident that also ordinary | tate, the actors, foremost Mr. and By Eric Gorrick have been banned. Action was/ 329099 is now considered a gooa 
German program pictures are en- | Mes. Brunius, who have had the taken by municipal government of| average price for complete Ameri- 
tering the market. German pictures | management of the theatre for the Merida, capital of Yucatan state, on can rights to a foreign feature. f. 
will surely suffer therefrom in pres- | last year, and Prince Sigvard for Syd M 15 ground that pictures insult Mexico Certain of the representatives 
tige, and there is not more money | decorations. thee les: arg and her people. pronounce the li . 
j : : eta Australia is seriously making an Where said insulti new policy @ success 
to be had from an ordinary German a agecasiamas Mech 4's ting comes in is hich i i h 

Ar akg pened attempt to enter the world market | not explained. This is the first time| W2ich 18 amazing their own home 
picture t on ~~ an rps can _ Vice Film Pasie Bally for pictures. that Merida has banned films “| offices. Captain Auten, dean of the 
gram picture. good reason why Never before in local i 7 el English picture consuls in the U. S 

‘ ; amd B ndustry ' — 
pl mai ee ° Paris, June 4. |have so many units been in opera- : asserts the demand among Amer- 
eusie = ~re “¥ aaa re — neat One picture house in Paris is|tion at one time. So far they are Paris O. K.’s ‘Scarface’ — distributors for foreign prod- 
eae sa "s = a ‘ ~~ h ad trading on the vice ballyhoo. This | concentrating on local consumption. Paris, June 4. uct on this basis is such that he 
at r* 2a oa. @ nave been obtained | +. the Palace, run by Dufrenne &/| Later, they say, a bid will be made ‘Scarface’ was okayed by the | has cabled an order for seven ad- 

P esis os ‘ A guna g to come forth | V2": lesit producers at the Casino | for a share of the foreign market. | French censor. Film will play the | ditional gaan? 1: features. 

ith : oa ete ae nites de Paris, who recently gave up the At the Efftee studios in Mel- | Agriculteurs and the Bonaparte. Of the 20 whech were in his 
bs gees erures. $ seasons | aude house, Empire, to Natan. bourne two full-length features The interest of Leon Bailby in original quota, Auten states he has 
releases have been one bit of non- P ‘ ; ‘ing | have already been completed, whilst | , a th i |sold 10, and is near closing with 

alace is currently showing - both these houses, and his political | : ar 
sense after the other, with poor HW lit Sinatinat.’ a Gere quite a number of short subjects in@uence had t : | American distributors for seven 
manuscripts, untrained players and og oweckd poe ‘soak ratio titles: are on the release program. Great- ve ped iad a bearing on the cen- mote. 
technical shortcomings a-plenty.|™2" Silent with & cn sub- S;/er Union has just finished a fea- | 5°F action. ( . ig 9 
Howev = . ‘ - _|and publicity reads ‘Murder; Rape; | ture pfeture and will shortly release _ ~ owe em anes —_ 
owever, these pictures have en Vice: Adults Only.’ a aetlen of charts 10 were made in England, while the 
joyed really first-class bookings at ° ; ey r y | remainde re livide i 
the aah theatres in Stockholm House front features in electrics Be is atmitven that the Seatures WEATHER | Seeraaiar unit’ ieee, aaa Boge. 
and the province d they have | that this is a ‘vice film.’ already completed cannot hope for err peng ee apart 
provinces, an ey have de Tle ane |an American market because of bane Deal calls for a down payment on 
aie appealed to the masses, especially their being purely local in dialog 5s at a June 13. ai part of the American producer 
in the provinces. | ’ . |and atmosphere. However, sales at wave over the week-end | of from $5,000 to $7,000 in cash 
pa eI | Metro’s Spanish East ;should come readily from Aus- killed matinee trade and cut into! with the remainder in short toran 
| Hollywood, June 13. tralian showmen who will thus be | the current week’s grosses all over | notes. 

BACH LEAVES METRO | Metro's Spanish department, ie Mg ta ag Sane me Paris. | Shortage of product, caused by 
on St od omy weed, Fume 15 , wanes ane — ge to inject- in preference to foreign. It is quite | Saas jn | the increasing popularity of double 
on f tea preees a an anew 1 Ie enolate rnp ome Swe possible that, should the showmen Ore : a yeti vune 26. features in the U. 8., is believed by 

oreign department, product, will be moved to New York | refuse to screen local pictures an 7rosses nose-dived over the week- | most representatives to be behind 
18 He _was directing German syn- Salph d’Alberich, who is in charge,' appeal would be made to the gov- nd, attributable to the heat wave the increase in American demand 
chronizations, left here Friday (10) for New York. (Continued on page 46) which drove Londoners out of town. , for foreign product. 
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“MEW BEDFORD, MASS. 


iF YOUR PRODUCT FOR NEXT SEASON 1S HALF AS GOOD 
‘as THIS SEASON'S (LL BE MORE THAN SATISFIED, 5! 


HARRY SEITZ 
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COOPERSTOWN, N. Y. 
HAVE RUN ONE HUNDRED PERCENT WARNER AND FIRST 
NATIONAL THE LAST TWQ SEASONS. AND FIND IT THE MOST 
CONSISTENT PRODUCT ON THE MARKET. WARNERS GAYE 
US REAL 6QX OFFICE PICTURES WHEN WE NEEDED THEM 
MOST. 


















WM. C. SMALLEY 





THIS YEAR'S WARNER BROS, AND FIRST NATIONAL PRODUCT 
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J ELMIRA, N. Y.! 


HAS KEPT OUR DOORS OPEN AND OUR ENTRIES IN BLACK. 
THARRY L. SERINSTEIN 
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“ROCHESTER, N. Y. 
YOUR COMPANY IN THE PAST SEASON TURNED OUT MORE 
HITS THAN ANY OTHER TWO COMPANIES JN THE BUSINESS. 
WILL PLAY ALL YOUR PICTURES AT THE CAPITOL THEATRE 
THIS SEASON. 
















ALBERT P, KAUFMAN 
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‘LOWELL, MASS. . 
AS AN INDEPENDENT EXHIBITOR WITH THREE FIRST RUN | 
HOUSES IN LOWELL YOUR PICTURES HAVE BEEN A LIFE™ 
SAVER TO US. YOUR PRODUCTIONS HAVE STOOD HEAD’ 
AND SHOULDERS ABOVE ALL, OTHERS. MAY YOU RIGHT-. 
FULLY RETAIN YOUR POSITION AS LEADER OF THE INDUSTRY. 
FOR THE NEW SEASON. FRED EB, LIEBERMAN 
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_ PROVIDENCE, R. 1. 
THE MERIT OF WARNER BROS. PICTURES, AS WELL AS THE 
INCENTIVE AND LEADERSHIP OF THE WARNER BROTHERS 
THEMSELVES, STANDS FIRST IN THE INDUSTRY IN MY 
OPINION. “ ae 





EDWARD M. FAY 











i VITAGRAPH, INC., DISTRIBUTORS 
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They got me dizzy delivering all t 1 


CONGRATU! 
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INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


JUST MAINTAIN THE STANDARD OF READY-MADE BOX 
OFFICE PICTURES OF LAST SEASON AND YOU WILL AGAIN 
KEEP COUNTLESS HOUSES OUT OF THE RED. 


M. MARCUS. 













































Mr. John Amendola Mr. Julius Goodman Mr. E. M. Michaels 
Mr. Ben Amsterdam Mrs. Bertha Gordon Mr. Ray Moon 

Mr. Carl Bamford Messrs. Grossman & Frieder Mr. Joe Morency 
‘Mr. Nicholas Basil Mr. Paul Gusdanovic Mr. William Notes 
Mr. E. C. Beatty Mr. John Hamrick Mr. Clinton F. Payne 
Mr. Harry L. Berinstein Mr. A. C. Hayman Mr. Lewen Pizor 
Mr. Henry Bieberson, Jr. Mr. Harry R. Horgan 
Mr. G. Ralph Branton Mr. Moe Horwitz 

Mr. John R. Brophy Mr. Robert Hudson 
Mr. Caldwell Brown Mr. W. C. Hunt 

Mr. W. B. Burhoe Mr. Lewis Isenberg 
Mr. Theodore Chifes Mr. M. J. Kallet " 
Mr. Billy Citron Mr. Albert B. Kaufman 
Mr. M. E. Comerford Mr. Bill Keyes 

Mr. J. A. Davis Mr. John F. Kamier 
Mr. Arch H. Dice Mr. Max Lefkowich 
Mr. Nikitus Dipson Mr. Fred E. Leiberman 
Mr. Fred J. Dolle Mr. |. Libson 

Mr. Frank Durkee Mr. David L. Loew 
Mr. Herbert Effinger Mr. Sidney B. Lust 
Mr. Jay Emanuel Mr. Joseph Makover 
Mr. Edward M. Fay Mr. M. Marcus wi 
Dr. J. B. Fishman Mr. Jule H. Michael 
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; NEW HAVEN, CONN. 
WARNER BROS. PRODUCT WAS A LIFE SAVER TO OUR 
THEATRES THIS SEASON. “ 
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SAM WEISS 
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for keeping this industry on its 
feet in 1931-’32 ... And after 
reading our sensational 7 FACTS 
about next year’s product you 
don’t have to ask whether..... 


WARNER BROS. 
WILL REPEAT 
| IN 1932-’33! 

















have been a life- iv oe 4 ws ot 
q of the red...Head and shoulders above 
] all others ...Leaders.of,the Industry!” 
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Talking 


Shorts 








ARTHUR TRACY A 
With Norman Brokenshire 


-and-Organlude Cortes 
om Po - rgd tg 
i ins. 
mervew 7 V* padio | Winter Garden, N. Ve 
Tracy is a radio singer of rich} Vitaphone No. 1395-5 


voice. He’s an indifferent looker and | 
as here presented as stiff as a 
board. Perhaps in realization of this | 
rigidity he is kept much in the | 
background surrounded by diffused | 
hotography. 

J eocunais Brokenshire, doing the | 
talking, is also from the ether | 
waves. It’s that sort of a short. An| 
excuse for Tracy, whose billing on} 
the air is “The Street Singer,’ to | 
sing three numbers. This he does | 
superlatively well. 

Tracy was used by Max Fleischer 
in one of his Paramount cartoons 
of the bouncing ball series some 
time ago. That probably doesn’t 
effect this short one way or the 
other. Land, 





‘RULE ’EM AND LEAVE ’EM’ 


With Glen Tryon, Sam_ Hardy, 
James Gleason 
Masquers Club Comedy . 
14 Mins. 
Mayfair, N. Y. 
Radio 


Another of the series of buffoon- 
eries produced by the Masquers 
Club for the benefit of their treas- 
ury. As with the others of the se- 
ries, well-known screen actors are 
seen in bits and many work with- 
out getting their mugg directly be- 
fore the camera even once. 

What plot there is concerns the 
return to one of those Woolworth 
kingdoms of the rightful monarch 


(Glen "“ryon) and the_ scatter- 
brained antics of the imbecile 
usurper (Sam Hardy). Sound ef- 


fects are incorporated for hu- 
morous purposes, as, for example, 
when locomotive effects are used 
for the stopping and starting of a 
stage coach. 

This ‘_n’t as funny as the others, 
but with that list of names in the 
cast it oughtn’t to be difficult to 
find play dates. And, at that, it 
compares with the average com- 
mercial short. Land, 


*YOU’RE TELLING ME’ 
Comedy Sketch 
20 Mins. 
State, N. Y. 
Metro 

One of the Boy Friends comedies 
and up to standard. Story opens 
with three college pals, one of 
whom has graduated and is going 
home. He urges the others to come 
and visit. They motor the fliver 
down and arrive about the same 
time he does, Family is not en- 
thusiastic, but they salve the pa- 
rents, 

After that it’s mostly roughhouse 
stuff, with the boys rapidly wear- 
ing their welcome out until they 
wreck the car and their host takes 
the matter, and a club, into his own 
-hands. Several good gags and good 
speed, which will probably provide 
it with a welcome almost. any- 
where. 





JOHN P. MEDBURY 

‘Mandalay’ 

Travelaugh 

8 Mins. 

Mayfair, N. Y. 
Columbia 

Another of the series of trav- 
elaughs whose popularity with au- 
diences throughout the country has 
been pronounced. Medbury, news- 
paper columnist, vaude author, and 

wradio broadcaster (on the coast) is 
one of the glibbest lads in the 

y smartcrack industry. He converts 
ordinary travel footage into comedy 
novelties that can, and do, play the 
best houses, 

This one is on ‘Mandalay.’ Med- 
bury has probably never been there. 
He hasn't been most of the places. 
Films are picked up by Walter Fut- 
ter in Hollywood and given over 
to Medbury to allow his fancy to 
roam. His technique is to comment 
humorously on the scenes or to 
have what he is saying timed for 
droll combination with the uncon- 
scious comedy of natives, ete. 

Once in a while some scene may 

’ be intrinsically so interesting that 
audiences will feel curiosity con- 
cerning it. But they can expect 
anything like a serious explanation 





‘WHAT AN IDEA’ 


With Harriett Hilliard, Armand 


Harriet Hilliard, Armand Cortes 
and the Danny Dare girls are fea- 
tured in this Roy Mack-directed 
short which is a revuette that starts 
off very straight. . Shows Cortes as 
the engrossed playwright being 
driven nuts by interruptions from 
maids, bill collectors, his wife, et al. 

In a reverie, the desk toys and 
decorations become metamorphosed 
into living puppets doing song and 
dance and other specialties. That 
leads in the revue fdea with Harriet 


Hilliard a more decorative than! 
talented number leader. In one 
terp routine she was positively 


stilted and ungraceful in her stuff. 

Danny Dare chorus stood out 
with ensemble numbers while a 
‘Dracula, Frankenstein and Hyde’ 
number was a la ‘Crosby, Columbo 
and Vallee’ in its lyric style, with 
three people in personating = the 
monster characters. 

A comedy relief to an adagio 
threesome was Karry, Mooney and 
Noyes’ hokum dialog business, 
while in terpsichorean formation, as 
they continue their argument over 
a bridge game. The monstrous trio 
also fit in as kibitzers. Lucille Page 
is another specialist with a dance 
eccentrique. Three Harmony Misses 
also in the cast. Miss Hilliard, top- 
featured, is m. c. at the Hollywood 
restaurant, a blonde eyeful who 
should coach up on her dance 
routines. 

One of the brighter WB musical 
revuettes. Sig Herzig and A. 
Dorian Otves authored, David 
Mendoza musical director. Abel. 


‘CURIOSITIES’ 

Novelties; 10 Mins. 

Translux, N. Y. 
Columbia 

When ‘Curiosities’ are good they 
are usually very good; but when 
they become careless and dip too 
deep in the library they become a 
rehash such as the current release. 

California’s redwood trees are 
known to every school child and 
tourist. The one about vibrations 
from bells breaking glass is about 
as established in the public mind. 
Regular newsreels cover the baby 
bear field. 

Horse that rides before trains on 
Tenth avenue has been seen in the 
newsreels as well several times be- 
fore. 

About the only item of difference 
is that of the California hay dealer 
who has a couple of trillion dollars 
coming to him in compound inter- 
est on @& 25-year-old promissory 
note, = Waly. 





‘NAPOLEON’S BUST’ 
With Ted Husing 
Travesty | 
15 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 1377 

Military slapstick travesty with 
some funny slants. Ted Husing 
plays the Little Emperor with 
rather old-fashioned low comedy 
method, but some of the comedy 
tricks are effective. 

Napoleon arrives in the trenches 
at Waterloo in a Chevrolet attended 
by tin-hat doughboys in the 1917 
uniform; dictates business letters to 
a Minsky stenographer in his dug- 
out and ali the other gags. Heavy 
effect of cavalry charging is good 
spectacle. Action cuts back to Na- 
poleon in his office dugout. He 
blows the noon factory whistle and 
the cavalry charge is frozen into a 
still, to resume when the whistle 
blows again. 

World War battle stuff is staged 
as a background for the comedy. 
Laughs are spotty and not well sus- 
tained, but high lights of comedy 
carry the subject as a fair program 
item. Rush. 





‘MY FIRST BIG SHIP’ 
Educational 
Running Time: 20 Mins. 
Sydney, Austraiia 
Thomas Mariant 
Sydney, May 16. 

Deals mostly with the pilot sys- 
tem employed in Sydney Harbor 
and was evidently mace for local 





from Medbury. He leaves that for 
Burton Holmes. Land, 


WHEN IN ROME 

E. M. Newman Travel Talk 

10 Mins. 

Winter Garden, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 1352 

Another in the Newman travelog 
series and among the best. 

Short takes in highlights of Rome, 
including shots of the Duce, the 
Vatican’s Swiss Gardens and tops 
off with the gorceous fountain dis- 
play in the Villa d'Bste. 

It’s well cut, moves fast and 
covers lots of ancient and modern 
territory. 

It’s one of those travelogs which 


prompts your neighbor to « ment 
that it’s ‘very interestin:’ : it did 
even with the tough mob 


press section of the Garden. Abeh 





consumption only. May find favor 
abroad with the nautically inclined. 

Walter Sully, a newsreel man of 
| experience, has gotten some splen- | 
| did camera work into the subject. 
| Quite satisfactory for over here, and | 
may be liked elsewhere, Rick. 








Miniature Reviews 


‘The Doomed Battalion’ (U). 
Saga of the Austrian Tyrol on 
the Italian front during the 
World War, with beaucoup 
snow and ice stuff for hot 
weather appeal. Basically, not 
a woman’s picture. No names, 
but capable of sustaining U’s 
bally as the ‘All Quiet’ of 1932. 

‘Love Is a Racket’ (WB). 
Columnist story worked into a 
neat comedy drama, Doug 
Fairbanks, Jr., playing an in- 
teresting role and a first-class 
comedy performance by Lee 
Tracy. Bohemia of Broadway 
night life done in a debonair 
style, with side angles of gang- 
land melodrama, Better than 
average b.o. 

‘Get That Girl’ (Talmadge). 
Just a jumble with a little bit 
of everything and too much of 
Richard Talmadge. 

‘The Dark Horse’ (FN). 
Timely political satire with 
Warren William featured as 
the ballyhooer of Guy Kibbee, 
the dumb political candidate 
for Governor. Bette Davis and 
Vivienne Osborne also present 
and contributing nicely to an 
effective picture. 

‘Society Girl’ (Fox). Conven- 
tional prize fight yarn with 
leads not at home in their 
parts. Miscasting chiefly re- 
sponsible for picture’s failure 
to reach first rate class. 

‘Is My Face Red?’ (Radio). 
Broadway columnist hero in 





what average layman will 
probably consider real low- 
down. Well-done production 


with some fine acting by Cor- 
tez, Helen Twelvetrees, Toler, 
Armstrong and Zasu Pitts. 

‘Texas Pioneers’ (Mono- 
gram). An effort to produce a 
better than average western. 
Spirited action and a weak 
story, but out of the ordinary. 

‘While Paris Sleeps’ (Fox). 
Gripping melodrama in which 
Victor McLaglen plays a seri- 
ous characterization. Great 
for excitement addicts and 
should do well outside the de- 
luxers. 

‘Le Roit des Resquilleurs’ 
(‘King of Gate Crashers’) 
(French Made). Recording bad 
and photography hardly rates, 
Action shots are mostly li- 
brary newsreel. Songs and 
singing used of no particular 
quality except for the native 
French or French speaking 
customers. 

‘Diary of a _ Revolutionist’ 
(Amkino). Regulation Soviet 
propaganda with a few sim- 
ple cha¥acters. For strictly 
Russian trade, okay, but to 
average fan second rate en- 
tertainment dealing heavily in 
travelog-newsreel matter. 

‘Liebe ist Liebe’ (Ufa). Ger- 
man Made, with songs and 
music okay for the arties over 
here. Music is okay and re- 
cording fits. Usual type of 
German plot, thin and lacking 
punch besides being sluggish- 
ly evolved. 











JOAN CASTLE’S TESTS 
Joan Castle is awaiting word on 
tests with WB and U, both made 
within the past week. 
Miss Castle, formerly with Fox, is 
now in New York. 


The Doomed Battalion 


Universal production and release featus- 
ing Tala Birell, Luis Trenker and Victor 
Varconi. Directed by Cyril Gardner from 
story by Trenker; adapted by Trenker and 
Carl Harti. Continuity, Paul Perez; 
dialog, Patrick Kearney; camera, Charles 
Stumar and Sepp Alligeier; supervisor, Paul 
Kohner. A Marcel Vandal and Charles 
Delac production. Running time, 74 mins. 
At the Rivoli, N. ¥., commencing June 11. 


Maria Di Mal....cccccccessse--- ala Birell 


Florian Di Mal.....sesee.s.--.Luis Trenker 
Artur Franchini....-...+++..Victor Varconi 
Captain Kessler.....es+eseees+4 Albert Conti 
Austrian General...Gustave Von Seyffertitz 
Italian General........++:. Cc. Henry Gordon 
Innerhofer. ...cccccceccssess Gibson Gowland 
ANGE|NlO. .cccceccccce eesteseds Henry Armetta 


man’s picture, the 
‘Doomed Battalion’ title makes no 
effort to disguise that. Properly 
exploited, with emphasis on Uni- 
versal’s ballyhoo that this is the 
1932 ‘All Quiet,’ will offset much of 
the femme antipathy, with the 
added advantage that the Tyrolean 
mountain scenes on the _ ice-clad 
Austre-Italian frontier shape up 
visually as good hot weather at- 
mosphere. 

In the original Marcel Vandal- 
Charles Delac German version Luis 
Trenker, who authored and _ co- 
adapted the story, is also featured, 
as he is here. He also co-produced 
the German version. He is as im- 
pressive in the U release, despite 
the dialectic linguistic limitations 
which, in truth, are highly effective 
considering the native locale. Same 
goes for Tala Birell and the others. 

Film might be captiously dis- 
missed as rather slow and stolid, 
but that is the general character of 
the theme, although cinematically, 
and for fan purposes, that criticism 
obtains. 

Story itself is also of generally 
familiar pattern, save the ski-sol- 
diers’ heroics in discovering the plot 
to undermine their mountain-top 
stronghold. This crucial military 
point, Mount Collalto, may or may 
not be historical fact. Its presenta- 
tion is fraught with stark realism, 
however, forcefully getting across 
the urgency for desperate retention 
of this Tyrolean pass. 

Tyrolean battalion that is doomed 
to be blown up when the attacking 
Italians complete their tunnel has 
been ordered to retain its position 
at any cost. Trenker is the scout 
who invades the enemy camp to 
learn just when the explosion takes 
rlace, which is the battalion’s sole 
life’s salvation. 

Against this militaristic maneuver 
is the situation of the Italian troops’ 
commandant (Victor Varconi), being 
the old friend of Florian Di Mai 
(Trenker) and his wife (Tala 
Birell), in whose house he is head- 
quartered during the Italian occu- 
pancy of the otherwise peaceful 
Tyrolean village. 

Trenker does some excellent work 
regardless of the individual limita- 
tions, virtually dominating every- 
thing. Tala Birell, as the anxious 
w'fe, is even more limited, while 
Varconi as the attacking com- 
mandant is similarly eclipsed. A 
mild attempt at some comedy relief 
via Henry Armetta as the orderly 
shouldn’t have been mentioned. 

Production is photographically 
superb. Stumar-Allgeier’s camera 
work will rate an award of some 
sort. Much of it is authentic, 
having been shot in the Austrian 
‘Tyrol, with the production com- 
pleted at Universal City. 

‘Battalion’ will have its best mer- 
chandising opportunities over the 
summer as a hot weather release, 
although it’s one of those pictures 
that depends on the mood of the 
auditor, That condition in itself 
doesn’t augur well, generally, for 
popular release; but with proper 
| ballyhoo—and the picture is replete 
|with opportunities for exploitive 
stunts—it should fare nicely. 

Its multiple linguistic advertising 
appeal for German and Italian trade 
should also be capitalized. Abel. 


essentially a 











The Woman’s Angle 








‘The Dark Horse’ (FN). 


tainment—and Warren Williams creates a draw—for city gals. 
| town women still want more gallant, romantic hero and less trifling with 
| the sacred American institutions of politics and divorce. 


‘Society Girl’ (Fox). 


Wise laughs and swift action make enter- 


Small 


Winning personalities of James Dunn and Spen- 


cer Tracy pitted against a stereotyped yarn about the awkward, lovable 
-prizefighter who is led on, then jilted by his society girl friend. Swanky 
clothes, backgrounds and ‘references to the way of the idle rich do not 
compensate the ladies for a love story that seldom rings true. 


‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ (Par). 


Modern love story with first rate ‘lux- 


ury’ production, and script and direction aimed at the masses while clev- 


erly masquerading as high society stuff. 


With Sidney for sympathy and 


March for charm, femmes will consider this an afternoon well spent. 





‘Love Is & Racket’ (F. N.) The 


Broadway locale divested of plausi- 


| bility by too much superficially established and unconvincingly developed 


BILL CUNNINGHAM’S SPORTS 
| REVIEW 
| ‘No Holds Barred’ 
10 Mins. 
| Translux, N. Y. 
Educational 

Snatches from various wrestling | 
contests are grouped together with 
|comment on the different holds and 
;} comparisons between the different 
| physiques by Bill Cunningham. 

A lot better material, however, 

been offered in newsreel cov- 

erage of regular mat events 
, Waly. 





melodramatic detail. 
ture consciousness. 


‘Dopmed Battalion’ (U). 


Will create only a faint ripple on the femme pic- 


‘All Quiet on the Alpine-Austrian Front.’ 


War story, planted in a beautifully photographed locale, neglects com- 


pelling character development that 
film, depressingly titled, 


would interest the ladies in a tragic 





‘Is My Face Red?’ (REKO-Radio). 


New York columnist and his news 


sources exaggerated beyond the belief of audiences, interested though 


they may be in colorful personalities and locales. 


sacrifices fanette sympathy with 


Melodramatie 
hero who 


plot 


a scoop-the-town is too 


heavily smart-alec to be ingratiating. 


LOVE IS A RACKET 


Warner Bros. production and _ release. 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., featured: directed 
| by William™A. Wellman. Sub-featuring for 
Lee Tracy, Ann Dvorek and Frances Dee, 
Story from the novel by Rian James, Brooke 
lym newspaper man; adaptation by: Courte 
ney Terrett. Cameraman, Sid Hickok. At 








the Strand, New York, June 5, Running 
time, 74 mins, 

JIMMY cccescasssces Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Sally cccccccsevccccccscocceees- ANN Dvorak 
MEATY. 062 00 eeeveccccccecesees- Frances Dee 
Stanley Fiske..... -+-.-Lee Tracy 
BROW oc ccese yi ..-Lyle Talbot 
Max Boncour.. .-.-Andre Luguet 
Burney ...++.«- ..Warren Hymer 
OMS socsecccas -- William Burress 
OGRE Ac oc-cke ans Chaeencesvie Terrence Ray 
Hat Check Girl,..... «+».-Marjorie Peterson 
CAMEEED 65s caccerenesetoecegs Edward Kane 
BEMREEO 665+ aheees ceweececs Cecil Cunningham 
CUPIOT cccc coches ceadedbeosends John Marston 


A shrewdly-wrought comedys 
drama blending the newspaper lo« 
and gangland that can play 
anywhere to better than current 
average figures. Ovght to build in 
week stands. 

Picture has persuasive comedy, 
capital melodramatic moments, en-« 
gaging romance and a cast of play- 
ers that handle it neatly. Quartet 
of principals.may not be of first- 
grade marquee draw, but all four of 
them are back-grounded with recent 
successes and are of the up-and- 
coming younger group. Title evokes 


cale 


interest immediately, and the sub- 
ject lends itself to attractive ex- 
ploitation. 

These incidentals promise well, 


and the screening supports anything 
the advance campaign holds out to 
attract the customers. Release is 
the second strong attraction almost 
in a row for young Fairbanks, whose 
‘Union Depot’ is still fresh in mind. 
He does a nice job in this new role 
of a quiet but sophisticated go-get- 
ting newspaper columnist who's 
smart but not smart-aleck, plays the 
love game with his eyes and his 
heart both open, and baitles or 
takes it with agreeable grace and 
jauntiness. 

Ann Dvorak makes a light part 
stand out by the neatly-paced play- 
ing of a quiet role, and Lee Tracy 
as a genially humorous reporter is 
a tower of strength on the comedy 
side. 

Melodrama is_ sufficiently hoked 
up for suspense, and the dramatic 
devices are ingenious, even if they 
sometimes are often implausible. 
Completing a workmanlike whole, 
the dialog is crisp and agreeably 
garnished with chuckles. Story 
treatment takes a middle course to- 
ward the newspaper locale, dealing 
with it as a cheerful 3ohemia 
rather than glorifying the trade in 
the old-fashioned manner, or crue 
sading against it as a vicious influ- 
ence according to the more recent 
attitude of anti-tab preachments. 

Footage is sprinkled with up-toe 
the-minute references of Broadway 
as it revolves’ about the newspaper 
and first-night mob, with glimpses 
of the Sardi and allied clientele. 
The 44th street restaurant gets 
plenty of free advertising, but its 
introduction gives the picture some- 
thing of reality for the initiate and 
intriguing suggestion to the gener- 
ality of fans who follow the chatter 
of the days in the newspaper col- 
umns. Air of being in the Broad- 
way know ought to give the subject 
a certain piquancy in the hinterland. 

Says the hero to the ingenue who 
has got involved ina nasty mess over 
carelessly circulated bad checks: 
‘You couldn’t have got yourself 
worse jammed if you'd had Congress 
to help you.’ 

Melodrama is more theatrically 
effective than it is logical. Idea that 
anybody could gain access to a 
gangster’s pent house at the dead 
of night to bump him off is far- 
fetched, but these heavily melodra- 
matic passages are rather done with 
the tongue in the cheek anyhow, and 
the speed of the make believe gives 
it synthetic tension. 

Technical production is first rate, 
with its natural treatment of a va< 
riety of atmospheres; happy-go- 
lucky rendezvous of the newspaper 
crowd, pent-house elegance with the 
racketeers’ exaggerated grandeur, 
bustle of railroad station, and other 
phases of fast-moving city life. 

Rush. 


GET THAT GIRL 


Richard Talmadge Productions and inde- 
pendent release. Directed by George Crone: 
Pased on an original story by Charles R; 
Condon. Richard Talmadge starred. 

In cast: Shirley Grey, Carl Stockdale, 
Fred Malatesta, Jimmy Guilfoyle, Lloyd 
Ingram, Geneva Mitchell, Victor Stanford; 
Billy Jones. On double-feature bill, one 
day, June 8, at RKO 85th Street. Running 
times, 67 mins, 





Rough-and-ready boys, highly im- 
aginative girls and a handful of 
adults sums up the draw ‘Get That 
Girl’ should realize. Too many 
story odds and ends are garbaged 
together to make this anything ex- 
cept that kind of entertainment. : 

No one hero in any western ever 
beat up the army of men single- 
handedly and as frequently as ac- 
complished by Richard Talmadge in 
this. Every time the theme threat- 
ens to wane in the handsprings, car 
stealings, hypodermics, svengali 
characterizations, the director called 
out the mob of male extras and let 
Talmadge clean house. 

Even ‘those papers,” a_ party 
heiress, a salesman, a wicked brain 
specialist are included in the scrame 
ble. In other words, just a job too 
| Sloppy all-round to rate ther 
) comment Waly. 
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THE DARK HORSE 


First National production and 
Featuring Warren William, 
Guy Kibbee and Vivienne Osborne in 
‘anonymous’ story. Directed by Alfred E. 
Green from screen play and adaptation by 


release, 
Bette Davis, 


the late Joseph Jackson and Courtney 
Terrett. Camera, Sol Polito; art, Jack 
Okey; film editor, George Marks. Running 


time, 75 minutes. At the Winter Garden, 
Y., for a run commencing June 8. 


N. 
Hal Blake..........+.+.....Warren William 





Kay..-++-++- eee eee ee eee ee Bette Davis 
Hicks.....-- JeeSeehi 6cbecovanss Guy Kibbee 
oS Perr. ecccoccccocoseoce Prank McHugh 
Maybelle......esseeeeee--Vivienne Osborne 
Black....- PPUTYTL CTT LL Tree Sam Hardy 
Clark. .ccccccocsecs eveeees-RObDert Warwick 
ONS. 4360¢80400 ceccccclcces Harry Holman 
Gre@@MN. .cevccceres eb beentsetsec Charles Sellon 
Sheriff... cscccessece re ey ee Robert O'Connor 
Underwood. .ccccccccccsees Burton Churchill 

‘The Dark Horse’ will probably 


| 
prove a dark horse boxoffice winner. 
Having the undeniable advantage | 
of being the first of the new politi-| 
cal cycle, FN should again benefit 
from this priority as when Warren | 
Williams’ ‘Mouthpiece’ performance | 
preceded the others of the criminai | 
lawyer cycle. Incidentally, — | 
piece,’ which did so much to im- 
press William, should now react in| 
favor of ‘The Dark Horse.’ 

Titular player of the present 
flicker is Guy Kibbee as the dumb 
gubernatorial candidate who is bul- 
lied and bulldozed by his political 
party, who put the lightweight 
‘Hicks from the Sticks’ over, thanks 
to the ballyhoo of Warren William 
as Hal Blake, the demon promoter 
and publicist. 

In further support is Bette Davis, 
doing an intelligent piece of work 
as the secretary who hung onto the} 
$35 a week job just to get William 
out of the alimony club into this 
gpot. On restrospection this plot 
element doesn’t stand up, but that 
can pass off under celluloid license, 
as it doesn’t particularly mar the 
immediate cinematic proceedings. 

Vivienne Osborne, one of the best 
light femme heavies on the screen, 
is the alimony-grabbing wife who 
holds an arrest order over William's 
head as a club throughout. Frank 
McHugh, for once away from those 
roles which 
have gotten to be a habit with him, 
does nicely as the promoter’s aide- 
de-camp. Kibbee, of course, turns 
in an expert job as the’dumb can- 
didate in his usual benign manner. 

Highlight comes with his jam ina 
mountain cabin retreat with the 
spiteful alimony-grabbing frau as 
the bait. A strip poker scene and 
the would-be Gov's getaway in his 
long underwear, plus complications 
at a barbed wire fence, punctuate 
the climax with enough suspense 
and comedy hoke for general b. 0. 
strength. 

Press sheet credits authorship to 





a pseudo-anonymous source ‘close 
to Washington politics’ (although 


this is a state affair), which should 
be okay for general exploitation. If 
adhered to, Melville Crossman’s 
name should be eliminated from the 
screen titles; that’s the scenario 
pseudonym of Darryl Zanuck, the 
WB-FN ge. m. of production. 

‘Dark Horse’ has the advantage 
of general timeliness, and is okay, 
if exaggerated, film fare, but 
could stand some exploitive build- 
er-uppering, since it lacks’ the 
psychological sympathy of a phil- 
andering ‘Mouthpiece.’ The ti- 
tular role here is played by Kibbee, 
and while Warren is the scintillat- 
ing power-behind-the-throne, he is 
still the No. 2 guy in the public 
mind. That’s one aspect which 
can’t be entirely sluffed off. 

In the main, however, it’s a bit 
above par for this time of the year 
and should get some nice grosses 
both ways. It didn’t cost FN much 
to make this one, but with the 
Broadway impetus it should sell as 
grade A product. 

For William, who is fast develop- 
ing under the Warner grooming 
process, ‘Dark Horse’ will not be 
especially advancing, yet it won't 
set him back. He is personally 
taking every advantage of his his- 
trionic opportunities, more than im- 
pressing favorably with his script 
assignments. His resemblance, in- 
cidentally, to the Barrymore type 
of histrionics is apparently being 
suggesting more 
and more, even unto makeup and 
attire, of the desire to go in for the 
Barrymore profile stance. Abel. 





Le Roi des Resquilleurs 


(‘King of Gate Crashers’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
(With Songs) 


events. 











Pathe Natan production and release. Di- 
tected by Pierre Colombier. Scenario by | 
Pierre Colombier and Rene Pujol. Music | 
by Ralph Irwin and Oberfeld. Starring | 
Georges Milton. American premiere at the 
Fifth Avenue Playhouse, N. Y., week of | 


June 10. Running time, 94 mins. 
Bouboule ..... $60 06660009066 Georges Milt: nm 
Le Controleur...cccccccccccscccessess Kerny | 
Mme. FranciS....scsccsesessess Mady Berry 
BMD 6c dccacicovee cocccceeeHielene Pedrieres 
GROG ccsciercvcsicecsversed Helene Robert 





When this picture hit the Moulin) 
Rouge in Paris some 20 months or, 
s0 back, it proved a native hum- 
dinger for the French, according to 
report. Some kind of a European 
quirk, that patriotism in entertain- 
ment selection. In America it’s 
quite different. This film even for 
French-Americans is a dud of the 
most phoney type. 

Only acting type in the whole cast 
that would spring any kind of be- 
lievable reaction in American minds} 
is Mady Barry’s role as the bulky 
and formidable mama But even 


| overdone in 


her stuff is a little overdone and 
somewhat slapsticky. 

Such a theme as a gate crasher 
could hardly prove attractive to 
American customers, yet it mightn’t 
be hard to feel that in Europe a bird 
who can always get things for noth- 
ing might turn out to be a hero. 

Even under these circumstances 
selection of the short, pudgy Georges 
Milton for a romantic hero is away 
offside. Milton, so far as can be 
judged, is the distinctly French type 
of singer comedian. 
mostly facial expression and wide- 
arm gestures. 

Fact that much of 
screenable without dialog 
laid to the way the film 
with the main action 
library newsreel 


the action is 
may be 
was made, 
spots being 
Shots of sports 


Shan, 


Merrily We Go to Hell 


Broadway screen is kneedeep this 
week in journalist heroes, plastered, 
slightly jingled and cold sober. This 
one las the plastered hero, a 
charming irresponsible immacuately 








No voice, but} 


' SOCIETY GIRL 


Fox production and release. James Dunn, 
Peggy Shannon, Spencer Tracy featured. | 
Directed by Sidney Lanfield. Adaptation by 
Charles Beahan and dialog by Elmer Har- 
ris from John Larkin’s, Jr., play of same 
title. George Barnes, photog. At the Roxy, 
New York, week of June 13. Running time, 
72 minutes. 

SUMMRY SERINE 2 icc cccestihesss James Dunn 
Judy Gelett. ..- Peggy Shannon} 
re eocceceeesevess- Spencer Tracy 
Warburton... -»-Walter Byron) 
CUrPlY..secceces Cece erereeereeee Bert Hanlon | 
Alice Converse....ees+.+..Marjorie Gateson | 
Miss Halloway.........+...-Eula Guy Todd 








James Dunn takes his tirst si! 
back through miscasting in this 
quick adaptation of a play from the 





legit. sesides that unfortunate mis-|} 
hap, they also switched the finish 
;and further spoiled the script’s 
chances. Correction of those two) 
errors might have brought better! 
results. As is, ‘Society Girl’ falls 
short of first rate classification. | 


Spencer Tracy, as a fight manager 
with most of the sympathy, has as| 


|easy time copping whatever there is 


| 
} 


| 


to cop. Every moment he's on yells 
for the Dunn role. 
posed to be a mugg pug who falls! 
for a fabulously rich society gairl,| 
and vice versa. Dunn is only a half-| 
way mugg, while ‘Tracy’s is 100%.| 
The apparent indecision whetl.¢* to| 


The boy is sup-| 


| go the limit was Dunn’s chief deter- | 


rent. 
Miss Shannon is also out of place 
as the not so good girl who starts 


|}out with Johnny Malone for the fun| 


| more 


Paramount production and release, star- | 
ring Sylvia Sidney and Fredric March. 
Adrianne Allen and Skeets Gal 1gher fea- 
tured Directed by Dorothy Arzner. 
Scenario by Edwin Justus Mayer, based 

;} on the novel, ‘I, Jerry, Take Thee Joan,’ 
by Cleo Lucas Photographed by David 
Abel. At the Paramount, New York, June 
10 Running time, 82 mins. 
re | a Sylvia Sidney 
i: te Pere eET etree Fredric March 
Claire Hempstead......... Adrianne Allen 
SEE: ‘ale StaiSra'n Sip 66:4a0.¥ dba Skeets Gallagher 
| Ee a Pe eae Florence Britton 
SPER errr. eee re Esther Howard 
_ A a ees George Irving 
a a -Kent Taylor 
IOUS 44065640606) 6 000004 Charles Co!man | 
Butler bad eed 640 00040000088 Leonard Carey 
Housekeeper ....cccessecs Milla Davenport 
PC dh -< ae e660 460006004 Robert Greig 
OS a eee Rev. Neal Dodd 
gee ere ere eee eee ree Mildred Boyd 
Stage Leading Man........... Cary Grant | 


played by Fredric March ina light | 


and graceful way. Persuasive 
playing by this young actor and by 
Sylvia Sidney puts the release in 


the running for good _ boxoffice 
prospects. In less happy casting 


a sometimes muddled story would 
have raised a question of its fate. 
These players, however, turn the 
trick. Both the young people have 
a substantial following, and this 
one will gain them more well-wish- 
ers. 
ably will be on the side of femi- 
nine interest, story having to do 
with the trials and tribulations that 
beset young married people, when 
a temperamental young husband 
with a broken heart and a burning 
thirst and an emotional little rich 
girl clash after the wedding day. 


Broken heart is left from an un-| 


fortunate love affair and the thirst 


seems to be inherent in the reporter | 


genus on the screen. Anyway, 
here it evolves inte many compli- 


cations, some of them humanly in- 
teresting, some of them not quite 
clear and intelligible. Maybe the 
aberrations of romantic young 
couples aren’t meant to be intel- 
ligible and maybe they somehow 
add to the engaging charm of young 
couples such as these. Anyhow, 
they’re both very real people, and 
their fate engages interest, even if 
it doesn’t arouse any vivid emo- 
tional reaction. 

All this is to say that the play- 
ing of the two leads by March 
and Miss Sidney is the substance 
of the entertainment. What hap- 
pens isn’t of great moment, except 
as it affects two engaging charac- 
ters. Fitting most neatly into the 
picture is the suave vamp character 
of The Other Woman, played with 
a great deal of poise by Adrianne 
Allen, a decorative and svelt blonde 
who brings a new distinction to the 
vamp type, which has lately been 
becoming a brunet stencil. Skeets 


Gallagher has the assignment of 
the inevitable shadow of. the 


drunken reporter, playing a strictly 
utility tole with commendable sim- 
plicity. 

Story opens in a cheerful spirit 
of comedy, moves along to a ro- 
mantic measure and comes to a 
strong finish in a touch of senti- 
mental seriousness that rounds out 
a fairly absorbing, if slightly com- 
monplace, history. Of dramatic ac- 
tion there is practically none, play 
being pitched on a plane of polite 
comedy, and the running time is 
rather overboard for that style of 
entertainment. Eighty-three min- 
utes is quite a stretch of attention 
for a narrative that concerns itself 
in a large measure with pleasant 
persiflage and drawingroom gath- 
erings, be the romantic tangle 
drawn ever so tight. 
of husband and wife 
become tiresome if too often re- 
peated, as they are here, and the 
18th Amendment debate can be 
the domestic 
well as im the political forum. 

Only here the tenuous story is 
supported by the fact that the peo- 
ple concerned have early made 


clashes 


Strength of the picture prob- | 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 


jing all the exteriors, deserved bet- 





Recounting | 
can 


scene as | 


themselves likable and engaged the | 


interested sympathy of the audi- 
ence, a special tribute to the two 
people who play the parts. 

Fine direction probably also ac- 
counts for much of the picture's 
effect, notable for its artful direct- 
ness, direction that stays in the 
background and works through its 


| cavern the stool pigeon, screaming | 


impersonal medium, instead of call- | 


ing attention to itself by trick an- 
eles and strained devices. As 
much cannot be said for the dialog, 


which is often extremely ‘literary’ 
and must have been a sore trial to 
director and players both. Rush. 


that’s in it. And her idea of fun is| 
than cutting paper dolls, for 
which the producer bent far over 
backwards in attempting to suggest. 
As usual the fighter breaks training 
for the lady and the customary dis- 
astrous knockout in the big fight 
follows. Thefe’s not the spark of a 
new idea at any time. 

When Malone is carried back to 
his dressing room in bad shape after 
the dive, and his manager pleads 
with his unconscious pal to wake 
up, it sounds and looks like a satire 
on the similar bit by Cooper and 
Beery in ‘The Champ.’ Only Jackie 
Cooper did it much better. 

Much of the scenery is nature's 
own, necessitating only transporta- 
tion and a good panorama picker. 
Which helped out on production 
costs. But otherwise there was no 
cheating. Everything else, includ- 





ter script and casting treatment. 

Stripped for the ring, Dunn will 
be a big disappointment to his 
femme following. He’s plumper 
than Willard at Toledo and about 
the most awkward leading man to 
have yet stepped into a picture prize 
ring. 

Some of the 
wrong 
It has 
a girl 
cinths 


dialog brought the 
kind of laughs at the Roxy. 
a deese and dose guy telling 
that her ears are like hya- 
or some sort of flower. 
Bige. 


WHILE PARIS SLEEPS 


Fox production and release. 
Victor McLaglen, Helen Mack, 
Bakewell, Rita LaRoy. 
Dwan; author, Basil 
Glen MacWilliams; 
ett. 





Features 
William 
Directed by Allan 
Woon; cameraman, 
sound, George Lever- 
Horace Hough and Earl Rettig, as- 


sistant directors. William Sistrom, su- 
pervisor. At Loew’sa, New York, N. oe 
one day, June 9. Running time, 60 mins. 


Jacques Costaud..........Victor McLaglen 
ee. |. rere --Helen Mack 
Paul Renoir........e....William Bakewell 


TUG coccccccccccccccccecce Jack La Rue 
Fifl. ..cccsccccscccccccvceses-Rita La Roy 
ROCA ..ccccccsccccccceccess Maurice Black 
COnciOrme oo. ccccccvccccscssoeDt Farley 
Mme, Golden Bonnet.....Lucille La Verne 
MMOD 5.0.54 +snrancead eccesees-Faul Porcasi 


Concierge’s Husband..........Eddie Dillon 





Originally booked for the RKO 
Hippodrome in New York, but with 
that house suddenly shuttered for 
the summer this Fox programmer 
sneaked in for its metropolitan bow 
at Loew's New York, daily grind. 
Film is not as bad as that might 
Suggest. At the same time no dif- 
ficulty is encountered in compre- 
hending why the Roxy didn’t want 
it. What ‘While Paris Sleeps’ has 
in abundance is action and melo- 
drama, and that has merit these 
days. Accordingly it may be put 
down as a successful picture out- 


j}money on a 


daughter, now orphaned of her 
mother and thinking the father 


dead as a war hero. 
have their eye on the girl. 


fighting and several sequences of 


considerable tension result. 
Picture is short, just about an 
hour. Its tempo throughout is 


brisk and its narrative is straight 


White slavers | 
Lots of | 


} 


| 
| 


forward and gripping with well de- | 


veloped menace. It is perhaps too 
grim on one hand and too shy on 
cast strength on the other to ap- 
peal to deluxers. Land. 


TEXAS PIONEERS 


j 
j 


Trem Carr production and Monogram re- | 
tease starring Bill Cody and Andy Shu- 
ford. Story and direction by Harry Frazer 
Photographed by Faxon Dean Cast Lé 
Roy Mason, Sheila Manners, John Elliott 
Frank Lackteen, Harry Allen, Chief Stand 
ing Bear, Iron Eyes, Ann Ross. At Loew's 
New York theatre, one day June 7 1s 


one-half 
mins 


of a double bill. Running time ot 


Apparently someone around Mon- 


p26 ; - - F |ogram got curious as to what would 
;out Tracy’s superior qualifications | 


happen if a company more 
horse 
form. 


money, 


spent 
opera, 
It takes brains 
but the money 


runs true to 
as well as 
helps. In this instance the 
are not lacking, either, though not 
quite a getaway from the old formu- 
la. The result is a picture which 
should be able to single along the 
C line and take top shelf on a dou- 


ble-header, in spite of its rather 
thin story and short length. With 
about 100* Indians and almost as 
many extras. for a cavalry back- 
ground, this looks like more than 
the usual allowance. Direction is 
intelligent and good photography 
goes with good sound. 

Weakness is that the author-di- 


rector could not get away from tra- 
ditions and while the customers 
may not notice, it seems a bit 
strange that Cody and the heavy 
should indulge in a personal fist 
fight in the thick of an Indian at- 
tack on the fort. Also implausible 
is Andy Shuford dropping over the 
stockade and making a getaway 
under the noses of the enemy. 

Plot is the somewhat familiar one 
of the army officer who pretends de- 
motion to be thrown in with the 
antagonists. In this instance he is 
to find who is giving the Indians a 
chance to get guns, and the post 
wagon train operator is suspected. 
False tips lead the cavalry out on 
the plains to save an emigrant train 
while the bulk of the braves attack 
the fort. This provides for two 
stirring sequences, both well han- 
dled. It is well away from the usual 
western, and a relief, 

Bill Cody gets better than usual 
chance in this and he comes 
through. Shuford does his usual 
performance and the cast in gen- 
eral is up to the needs, including 
three Indians, one a girl who sug- 
gests that a love episode has been 
eliminated, which might account for 
the brevity of the picture. 

‘Texas Pioneers’ ought to get 
enough extra bookings to bring 
back the added cost. 





Diary of a Revolutionist 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 


Mejrabpomfilm production and Amkino 
release. Directed by J. I. Urinov. Story 
by J. A. Protazanov and Urinov. Photog- 
raphy by B. A. Kozlov, Music by V. A. 
Oransky. At Cameo, N. Y., for week 
starting June 4. Running time, 51 
minutes. 

Fedor Rybakon.........G. V. Mouzalevsky 
Bagour ...... ccccccctooed. B. Blasheviten 
Colonel Belov.......++++.+-5. A. Martinson 
Elena, his wife...l........-Sophie Magaril 
Engineer ......+++++00++-M. M. Tarkhanov 
Chauffeur ......+.++seeeee.-.A4. Timontayev 





Made in the U.S. S. R., this Soviet 
talker, like many that have preceded 
it from Russian film factories, is 
based primarily on apparent bene- 
fits that have accrued since the 
Revolution, with a bare, simple nar- 
rative pasted on to partly cover up 
the obvious propagandic motives. 
Nearly all pictures made in the 
Soviet are careful to get over ad- 
vertising of that republic. This one 
is no exception. 





side the deluxers. 

Two elements are combined in 
the story. First a raw melodrama 
of Parisian denizens who go in for 
white slavery and other allied en- 
terprises. Against this is a romance 
obviously intended to capture some 
of the hoydenish sweetness of Gay- 
nor-Farrell’s ‘Seventh Heaven’ with 
the locale similar. They are par- 
tially successful in this with Wil- 
liam Bakewell and Helen Mack 
good types of the sort but neither 
very well known and extremely du- 
bious for billing. That goes double 
for Rita LaRoy as a sympathetic 
sewer queen. 

Just a trifle brutal even for this} 
era of stark realism is the disposal | 
by the white slaving gang of one| 
of their members who turns police 
informer, In the basement of a 
bakery used as a blind by the gang | 


| 
is a large oven. Into this flaming | 





and begging for mercy, is tossed to 
be cooked alive. Scene is all too 
effective. After seeing it American 
schoolmams may decide to eliminate 
Paris from their Cook’s Tour. 
Victor McLaglen ably performs 
oue of those doomed to inevitable 
disaster men. Picture opens with a 
jail break from a French tropical! 
hell-hole. By means not disclosed | 
MecLaglen reaches Paris where his 








| objective is to find his 18-year-old}! 


There is less story, less drama and 
less action, however, in this exhibit 
than in numerous that have pre- 
ceded it. Film deals in a handful 
of personalities, mostly charting the 
course of a revolutionist who has 
apparently worked hard for the 
cause. 

Action opens on a celebration in 
Red Square, Moscow, of the pres- 
ent, with columns of the Soviet 
army spectacularly photographed. 
After an indoor celebration in the 
evening, the central character is 
pictured jotting down notes in his 
diary, with cutbacks to the days of 
the struggle in which Rybakon di- 
rected the offensive against counter- 
revolutionists in the south of 
Russia. 

Characters are plain, simple per- 
sons for fear, obviously, that any- 
thing else might make them look 
like aristocrats of the old Czarist 
regime. As 
mostly uninteresting as such. 

Much effort is made to 
the beautics of Russia, its 
tional advance, industrial improve- 
ment, etc., on the ad angle. 

A minimum of English titles 
merely enough to provide the thread 
of a story but poorly couched, are 
superimposed on the film. Bulk of 
the acting, in the Russian manney, 


a result characters are | 


|type of 
Answer | 


— 


IS MY FACE RED? 


RKO Radio production and release. Heleg 
Twelvetrees and Ricardo Cortez featured. 


tobert Armstrong, JiN Esmond, and Arline 
Judge sub-billed. Directed by William 
Seiter Supervised by Harry Joe Brown. 
Original story by Ben Markson and Allen 
Rivkin. Dialog by Partlett Cormack. Came 
eraman, Leo Tover. Sound, D. A. Cutler, 
Assistant director James Anderson. At 
Mayfair, New York, week of June 10. Rune 
ning time 67 mins, 

Peggy Bannon..........-: Helen Twelvetrees 
WeEtmmm Posterecccstcccccess Ricardo Cortez 
Mildred Huntington..... ... Jill Esmond 
Hid: DEMIONGY « ccccceccsacee Robert Armstrong 
tee De aéeckaek tah oh Cewmaa v0 cd Arline Judge 
Telephone Operator.....+...+..-- Zasu Pitts 
Tony Mugatti........ neoWashs Sidney Toler 
FEOEGOD. «> 4. ccken bese eeccees Clarence Muse 
Angelo Spinello......... ..Fletcher Norton 


is off with two on 
week. Actually, 
there’s nothing new. It's simply 
second wind and a new spurt on 
the earlier newspaper eyele of which 
Front Page’ and ‘Five Star Final’ 
were the most memorable examples. 
Incidents ot realism 
and plausibility are applied to a 
wholly incredible Hollywood proto- 
Winchell in ‘Is My Face 
Credo is that nothing is sac- 


Columnist cycle 
Broadway this 


more or less 


Red?’ 


jred, everything is news, and a news- 


j 
| 


, the 


| 


| paperman, 
brains | 








per a rodent. 


se, 


As it happens, it’s an entertaining 


picture that has the grace of not 
| getting too serious in denouncing 


press in general or columnists 
in particular. Nobody bursts a 
blood vessel in that big moment of 


calling the dirt-digger the knave of 
spades. Many people will be grate- 
ful to be spared the hysterics. Radio 
resisted the temptation to hire 


Dwight Frye and have him sock Ri- 
cardo Cortez in the eye. It was the 
expected sort of thing. 

All things being weighed and the 
question of fidelity to fact dismissed 
as unimportant, ‘Is My Face Red?’ 
stacks up as a picture at which 
Radio can express a_ reasonable 
measure of gratification. Title is 
breezy and topical and should help. 

Written, bought, and produced in 
a hurry in Radio’s effort to have a 
columnist story along with every- 
one else, the result is happier than 
was anticipated. Harry Joe Brown 
was the ‘artistic buffer’ as Panl Bern 
calls supervisors and William Seiter 
the working director. Experienced 
picture-making is readily detectable 
throughout. 

Cortez, who is a long way from 
looking like any newspaperman out- 
side a journalism school, succeed in 
making the keyholer quite believ- 
able as the picture unreels. It's a 
crack acting job by Cortez and fol- 
lowing ‘Symphony’ brings the actor 


front and center again. Recalling 
that Cortez dates in pictures as a 


contemporary of Rudolph Valentino, 
he’s been sticking around a long 
while, bobbing up for half a dozen 
‘semi-comebacks.’ Right now he’s 
proving himself a better performer 
than anyone previously imagined. 

Helen Twelvetrees is of minor 
importance in the script but shows 
attractively. Her career under Pathe 
and Radio auspices since leaving 
legit has been oddly checkered. 
She’s still sticking, however, and 
that’s a lot. Meanwhile, the trade 
has anticipated more than was de- 
livered, but with that probably the 
fault of a series of so-so and sappy 
pictures that wouldn't do anyone 
much good. 

Notably overboard on make-up 
Jill Esmond was sufficiently in type 
as a society girl who temporarily 
was smitten with the know-all col- 
umnist to leave behind an impres- 
sion. Better still was Arline Judge 
as the secretary. A handsome girl, 
she is mobile enough to cop some 
laughs. This picture will advance 
her professional standing. Or should. 

Robert Armstrong and Sidney 
Toler by their nicely shaded avoid- 
ance of pitfalls that less adroit ac- 
tors would have found disastrous 
aided the telling of the narrative 
enormously. Armstrong was sup- 
posed to be a highly ethical re- 
porter. This was a somewhat prig- 
gish character conception to begin 
with, but Armstrong not only re- 
moved any self-righteousness, but 
kept the columnist-hating reporter 
human all the way. Toler as a 
sinister Italian, who killed a fellow 
Fascist with a cheese knife and 
later plugged the columnist for 
breaking the story, was bloodthirsty 
but not maniacal, Plenty depended 
on that distinction for the melo- 
dramatic element. 

Laughs, of which there are a good 
many, came in great measure from 
Zazu Pitts as the telephone girl at 
the ‘Gazette.’ She pulled the more 
obvious gags. Their familiarity did 
not prevent her gags from register- 
ing on the Mayfair's composite solar 
plexus. Land, 


Erin’s Two Bids 





portray | 
educa- | 


is overdone and theatrical. VPhotog- | 


| raphy mostly good, recording fail 


Char, 


i 


Paramount and Metro are both ine 
terested in crin O'Brien-Moore. 
Former wants her for ‘Riddle Me 
This,’ which she did on the stage. 

Miss Moore worked out one shorte 
term contract with Metro last year. 





Dowling’s Travel Shorts 
Hollywood, June 13. 
Dowling is now at Catalina 
filming the first of six ‘Camera Exe 
shorts for Edue 


Pat 


pedition’ travelog 
cational release, 


Herber 


Brownell photographing, 
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A COLUMBIA CONTRACT IS YOUR 


HEATRE'S SUREST, SAFEST BOND. You * 

ow that you can bank on Columbia. That is 

why exhibitors this year are buying Columbia 
pictures FIRST! 

















Already contracts for next season are coming 
in with a rush! The word is out! The whole 
industry is talking about it] COLUMBIA IS 
DOING BIG THINGS! 





We offer exhibitors for next season the finest 
line-up and variety of pictures in the industry 
—everyone with an assured definite box- 
office value —each one excellently cast and 
brilliantly produced. The stories are timely, 
novel and up-to-the-minute. 


THEY ARE MADE BY SHOWMEN-FOR SHOWMEN! 


There has always been a good profit for you 
in Columbia pictures. This will be truer than 
ever this comjng season. 


Our merchandising direct to the public has 
‘been the envy of the industry. We will con- 
tinue to help exhibitors and create an even 
greater ticket demand at their theatres. 





We are now ready to screen pictures listed on + 
next season’s line-up! Buy Columbia Pictures 

FIRST for 1932-33 and you buy box-office 
insurance. Get in touch with your Columbia 
exchange or salesman at once. 
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Stag Balcony 


Seemingly new is the idea of a 
stag balcony, which originated with 
a manager who figured on closing 
the shelf for the summers but who 


changed his mind when an ac- 
quaintance remarked that he 
stopped showgoing in the summer | 


because it was too hot to sit close 
together. He liked to sprawl and 
be comfortable when the weather 
was hot. 

That gave the idea and the stag 
balcony was the result. Only men 


are admitted, and they are at lib- | 
and | 


erty to take off their coats 
their shoes, too, if they desire, and 
loll around. Not enough to crowd 


and it is unwritten law that there | 


must be a vacant seat on either side 
of each patron unless they desire to 
sit together. Smoking is permitted, 
and there is a large water cooler. 

Seats bring top scale and the 
idea has taken hold so well that 
some of the patrons come two and 
three times a week, just to be cool 
and comfortable. 


Can’t Repeat 
Last year plenty of theatres cased 
over the hot weather 
staging merchant giveaways on a 
large scale. 


figures. 


In a majority of cases there can} 
Merchants | 


be no repeat this year. 


still want business, but, like the 


theatres, they want to sell without | 


undue cost. The idea was so over- 
played last year that an encore is 
not feasible. 

In some sections the purchase 
check is working this year, more 
particularly with the out-of-town 
shoppers who come in and do a lot 
of buying in a day. Co-operating 
merchants issue slips with each 50c 
and $1 in purchases; $10 worth, 


from one store or assorted, is good} 


for one admission. 


Merchants pay off at 2% and the 


Rouse takes a nominal 5c loss, which 
is made up by tickets, bought to go 
with the free admissions. More defi- 
nite than the gift idea, and more 
quickly sold. Majority of the stores 
in the average town should be in- 
eluded, or it can be held to one of 
each kind. Former is the better 
Way. 


Cartoon Tie-In 


Akron, O. 

Dick . Wright, of the Warner 
Strand, is riding on a couple of 
newspaper tie-ins that are panning 
out free mention for the theatre and 
*The Tenderfoot.’ One is a hook-in 
to the ‘Times-Press,’ which has just 
started the Mary Mixup cartoons. 
It is offering a buck a day for the 
best home-grown gag that will 
match the Mary series. At the end 
ef the contest Wright will give a 
theatre party to all the winners. 

The other gag is being worked 
with the ‘Beacon-Journal,’ the traf- 
fice police and the Akron auto club. 
It is a theatre party -to the boys 
who have supplemented the regular 
police at school crossings during 
dismissal time. There are about 
750 of these, of whom about 300 will 
graduate this year. They are going 
to parade to the theatre, with all 
the trimmings. 


Police Cars 


Universal is advising its exhibit- 
ors that a maker of police patrol 
cars is making a demonstration 
tour of the midwestern cities with 
a fully equipped radio car. Where 
possible, it will tie-in with theatres 
playing ‘Radio Patrol,’ but the car 
will not be routed to march with the 
tour of the film. 

Most exhibs are planning to tie- 
in with the local police equipment 
where such is available. In one or 
two spots the theatres have rolled 
their own, placing a loudspeaker in 
a camouflaged car, with a connec- 
tion to the offices, the wire running 
across the marquee and down to the 
car, being kept as inconspicuous as 
possible. 


Free Chocolates 


Winnipeg, Can. 

One the anniversary of the the- 
atre’s birth, Manager Bostick of the 
Lyceum presented each femme pa- 
tron that day with a free box of 
chocolates. 

Business was terrific. Cost of 
candy which, advertising the 
brand, was a cut-rate tie-up. 


Not ‘the First 


Kenneth V. Woodward, of Union- 
town, Pa., got a lot of local public- 
ity lately when he booked in a Rus- 
sian picture, blew it up in his ad- 
vertising on the strength 
press notices and hoisted the price. 
The next day he came out with the 
admission that the picture was poor 
and cut the price back expressing 
the managerial opinion that the pic- 
ture was ‘lousy.’ 

He is by no 





means the first to 


franki: admit error... Some years 
azo an exhibitor in Towa made the 
Associ d Press with an advertise- 


slump by | 


Often the retail price) 
of the donations ran well into four 


ment that his picture was not worth ; 
while, but the first was George | 
Bieich, back in 1918, when he had | 
| Paramount’s ‘My Cousin’ with Ca- | 
In his weekly announcement | 
Bleich said: 
| 
picture, but you 
graph records. Come and see what | 
he looks like.’ It also was Bleich | 
who was the first publicly to apolo- 
size for a picture that was regard- | 
|ed as rather too raw. That was the | 
sort of policy which gave him a 
|stranglehold on Owensboro, Ky., un- 
itil his death. 


| ruso. 
‘This is a pretty poor 
have his phono- 


Ping Pong Players 

Manager in a section where ping 
pong is still more or less of a craze 
j}has arranged for a _ contest for 
school children, following the close 
of school. 

At first he figured on having the 
preliminaries played in the foyer, 
but an experiment in the closed 
house one morning demonstrated 
that it would interrupt the picture, | 
since there is no way of sound- 
proofing the space, 

His present plan is to play off the 
early games in the window of a fur- 
niture store. Plenty of room, with | 
| a barrier to prevent the kids from | 
crashing into the plate glass in their 
excitement, and a nice display of 
| ping pong and other game tables 
which the store desires to sell. Not 
forgetting plenty of cards and lithos 
for the current show. 

Games will be played, on a regu- 
| lar schedule, each morning from 11 
to 1, with the winner of each week- 
ly section eligible for the final tour- 

nament to be played at the theatre. 

Yigured that the public shows} 

will make for better publicity and | 
|at least assure a packed house for | 
the playoffs. If it works, an encore | 
| for adults will follow. 


Bill Collecting 


Manager who happened to learn 
that the light and power co. was 
anxious to collect its May bills 
promptly in order to meet a note 
without going to the bank proposi- 
tioned the president to offer a ticket 
to the theatre for each bill paid be- 
fore June 4. 

He offered to sell the tickets at a 
big discount with the further offer 
of nc pay if the scheme did not im- 
prove collections at least 15%. Both 
he and the head of the company 
were a little surprised when the re- 
ceipts were about 60% better than 
usual, bringing in sufficient to get 
rid of the commercial paper. 

Theatre got its profit from the ad- 
ditional tickets sold those who were 
using the one free ducat and also 
got the advantage of a lot of pub- 
licity both in the company ads and 
in the reading columns. Might not 
work again in the same town, but 
will for others. Herald for the week 
starting June 6 was enclosed with 
each bill sent out and reached every 
family in town. 


Three for One 


Moderate sized town is getting 
good results from a three in one 
ticket which is offered for $1.50 and 
includes a table d’hote dinner, the 
show and a ride home in a taxi 
anywhere within the town limits. 

Tickets seil for $1.25, of which 85 
cents goes to the restaurant for its 
$1 dinner and 15 is paid the taxi 
company, which gives the theatre 
its regular admission in return for 
putting the idea over. Taxi com- 
pany is glad to make a flat deal be- 
cause trade is slack during the hot 
months, and the restaurant figures 
they'll come back if they like the 
dinner. 

Payoff for the buyer is that he 
knows just what the evening will 
cost him before he comes downtown. 
Sale is only 15 or 20 tickets a night, 
but the idea is growing, and the 
exhib is trying to figure out a way 
to toss in a glass of soda or an 
ice cream on the way home. 








For Sunburn 


There may be a hint in the ex-. 
perience of an exhibitor last year 





who got badly sunburned on an auto} 
trip in May and found relief 
in a remedy put up by the local | 
druggist. Latter told the exhib he | 
was trying to move the remedy, but} 
found it difficult In the face of a 
horde of advertised patent 





| better. | 


that he was back the following day! 
with a proposition. Druggist made! 
up a gallon of the stuff for him, and 
just before the boat docked on a big) 
excursion the next week a throw- 
away was passed around, the main) 
lines reading: ‘Sunburned? Don't 





| theatre and get quick relief.’ Fol- | 
| lowed the announcement that an ap-| 
| plication could be had in either the} 
jmen’s or the women’s lounges.| 
About 200 took the offer and the} 


| druggist reported the sale of nearly | charge of its 


/150 bottles the following day to 
‘complete the cure. But the crowd) 
thanked the theatre man rather than 
the druggist. : 





Free-Wheeling 


Regular carnival merchan- 
dise wheel of 24 numbers set 
up in Central theatre, (bur- 
lesque) lobby, on 42nd street, 
New York. Anybody can spin 
it. 

Nos. 7, 11 and 13 good for 
free admission. 











Hookup with Parks 
Syracuse, N. Y. 

Tiguring the good will will offset 
any loss in business from the free 
‘opposition,’ local theatres will co- 
operate with the municipal admin- 
istration in providing talent for 
summer programs in the Thornden 
Park amphitheatre. First perform- 
ance set for June 28. Programs will 
be given Tuesday and Friday nights 
thereafter. 

Ken Sparnon's orchestra, from 
Keith's, will play every other week, 
alternating with James Ventura’'s 





orchestra. Keith's, only stage show 


intervals. 


[ 


in town, will also contribute acts at; Portecting Ist Runs 


Amateur and playground talent 
will be the backbone. Strand thea- 
tre will present medals weekly to 
outstanding youngsters under 
with a trophy to the best prodigy at 
the close of the season. 


Didn’t Work 
Exhibitor who thought he had a 
bright idea has changed his mind. 
He arranged with the ball park to 


erect a sign on the backfield fence | 
with a two-foot hole in the center. | 


Sign announced the current shows 
and offered $10 to any 
the home team who shot a 
through the opening, which, of 
course, meant a home run. 

For a couple of weeks the sign 
got all the attention there was, but 
at the end of the fortnight the club 
managers ordered the sign down. 
Practically all of his players were 
aiming for the hole and the visit- 


jing clubs knew just where to ex- 
pect the liners. No one shot through 


the target, but plenty of hits were 
mitted by the visitors and it was 
too tough on the home nine. 
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Scranton, Pa. 
Publix’s Capitol closed for sum- 
mer, grind picture policy trans- 
ferred to Ritz. 
Neighborhood houses will have 
limited number of afternoon per- 
formances during summer. 


Jacksonville, Ill. 
Damage estimated at $10,000 was 
incurred at the Fox-lllinois when 
fire, which destroyed an auto sales- 
room adjoining, spread to the thea- 
tre building and swept through the 
offices and auditorium. 


San Francisco. 

Shastona at Mt. Shasta sold to 
Robert Patterson by J. W. Bascom. 

Majestic at Willits sold by Mrs. 
Edna Berg to Willits Theatre, Inc., 
headed by Viola Langer and A. G. 
Conquest. 

Fox-West - Coast closing the 
Campus, Berkeley, for summer. 

At the local Paramount exchange 
Al Taylor has shifted from adver- 
tising to sales, Charles Duryk get- 
ting the ad job. Charles Mastery 
changed from shipping to ads and 
booking. 


Pine Bluff, Ark. 
Dr. O. W. Clark, owner of the 
Alamo, appointed Oscar Miller, for- 
merly manager of the Saenger 
here, manager succeeding James 
Topping. Sterling Clark, son of the 
owner, will be associate manager. 


Seattle. 
Floyd Maxwell is managing the 
local RKO Orpheum, replacing Joe 
Cooper. Maxwell resigned from the 
John Hamrick outfit to take on the 
RKO job. He formerly had also 
been with Fox-West Coast. 


Albany. 
It has been decided by RKO to 
reopen Proctor’s as a 15-cent rrind 
on a straight film policy. 
House will play films following 
Warner’s second runs here. Date 
not given. 





Buffalo. 
The Broadway, indie picture 
house, operated for the past 17 
years by Saul Wallerstein, closed, 
Wallerstein relinquishing posses- 
sion, 





Des Moines. 
Cecil, Mason City, Ia., in operat- 
ing consolidation with the Palace 
and Strand, Blank houses. Tom 
Arthur, 
manage all three houses. 


Morrison, Il. 
Henry Burch has resigned as 
manager of the Capitol, and will 
devote all his time to his orchestra 
interests. 


East Liverpool, O. 
Ceramic theatre, largest house in 
the upper Ohio valley, is dark in 


medi-| accordance with an agreement with 
cines, though he felt his own was’ the State, opposition first run house, 


to alternate operation every two 


It worked for the exhibitor so well| weeks throughout the summer. Lack | 


of patronage and alleged excessive 
cost of pictures is said to have pro- 
moted the move. 


Canaan, Conn. 
Rossi Cabol theatre chain to erect 


manager of the Cecil, to! 


| 








Los Angeles. 
Principal Theatres has closed the 
Alhambra, downtown grind house. 
Theatre for a while was operated 
as a foreign picture spot similar to 
the Filmart, but reverted to double 
billing about two months ago. 


New York City. 

Harlem black belt’s new managers 
sees B. Mitnick now taking care of 
the Renaissance theatre and Eddie 
Cantor supervising the Gem, a post 
he held once before. Renaissance 
theatre, which passed out of the 
hands of Charity & Sweeney re- 
cently, now being operated by the 
owner, L. Robinson. 





Los Angeles, 

Stanley theatre, Long Beach, ac- 
quired by Popular Theatres, Inc., 
from R.H. Cohen. W. A. Sobelman 
new manager. Bonita, L. 
changed operation from Gore Bros. 
to Wyatt & Thompson. Interest of 
O. W. Lewis in the Alhambra, Al- 
hambra, sold to E. F. Edwards, who 
will reopen the house June 22, Prin- 
cipal Theatres owns a piece of the 


- 


house. Victory, San Diego, now 
owned by G. F. Finck. 

Paraanount, Casa Grande, Ariz., 
closed for summer. 

Grand, Miami, Ariz., which had 


closed for summer, will be open two 
days weekly. 

New operators of Bard’s Eighth 
Street theatre renamed it the Olym- 
pic. 


Pittsburgh. 

Cc. J, Latta, formerly chief of the 
Cleveland district for WB, made 
head of the Main Stem division 
here in the John H. Harris zone, 
including houses in Altoona, Johns- 
town, Greensburg, Donora and New 
Kensington. 

Latta succeeds Mike .Manos, who 
returns to Greensburg as city man- 
ager. Manos formerly owned most 
of the theatre holdings in Greens- 
burg, which he sold to WB, also re- 
maining in their employ. 








Steubenville, O. 

Before City Council will consider 
the request of five Steubenviile the- 
atre operators to reduce the month- 
ly city license fee from $50 to $25, 
they must pay their delinquent as- 
sessments. It is claimed theatres 
have paid only $100 in license fees 
to the city since the first of the 
year. Theatre operators claim the 
fee here is the highest in the entire 
upper Ohio valley and that in some 
cities the charge is only $10 a 


}month. Council has promised to con- 


| sider the petition of theatre owners 


j 


a 700-seat house, equipped for films | 


of the|go home to suffer. Go to the Gem land vaude, here. 


Minneapolis. 

Publix has switched Don Alex- 
ander from the publicity staff of the 
Minnesota, now closed, to take 
publicity in 
Moines, succeeding Gene Fox, who 
has been transferred to the Para- 
mount and United Artists theatres, 
Los Angeles. 


Des | 


as soon as they pay up their back 
licenses fees. 
Cedar Rapids, Ia. 
Manager switch here sees Harry 
Holdsberg, from State to Iowa as 
manager. A. E. Wilson, assistant 
manager of the Iowa, gets State as 
manager. L. P. De Wolfe, manager 
at Paramount, returned to Memphis, 
Tenn., Ted Emerson taking his 
place. 
house manager of Par. 
Syracuse, N. Y. 
Milton Korach, former manager of 
the Brighton, has returned here as 
manager of the Palace, Eastwood 
nabe theafre. Succeeds James Roe, 
who has been ill. 








Oswego, N. Y. 

Richardson theatre, last of the 
locally owned houses in operation, 
went under Skouras-controlled Cen- 
tral New York Theatres Corp. Sat- 
urday night (11). Gives latter full 
control of field here for next five 
years, 


16, | United Artists. 
| certain. 


member of | 
ball j 


Johnnie Dostal continues as | 


(Continued from page 7) 
The others are un- 
Sidney R. Kent, to whom 


| the industry ordinarily looks for 


guidance on distribution policy, has 
not indicated his position, but it is 
believed he may oppose an ex- 
clusive plan, from information, 


Exclusive Premium 
Paramount is figuring on trying 

exclusive runs in around 400 sit- 

uations. That company is prepar- 


ing to go out to sell exclusively in 
|towns if the theatre will pay for 
|}that exclusiveness. Par is also 


looking to the split week possibili- 
ties in the country, which it judges 
can play a week if no sub runs are 
sold in their towns. 

In the opinion cf Paramount sales 
authority, the downtown situations 
have been hurt seriously of late 
years through development of good 
| neighborhoods as agninst overseat- 
ed downtown, congested parking 
problems, etc. Many big down- 
town first runs are now worthless, 
no longer returning rental to the 
film companies, it is pointed out. 

Metro calls the exclusive run a 
debatable question, with that com- 
pany on record as not wanting to 
do anything that will hurt the in- 
dependents but at the same time 
girding for a trial on the exclusive 
|thing. Metro, from information, will 
| probably try it in spots where its 
| product is shut out unfavorably, 
either through inability to reach 
terms with subsequent runs where 
Loew operates, or for other reasons. 

One report without verification 
spreading in indie circles is that 
Metro may. not sell sub runs in 
localities where it has its own 
houses and franchises do not inter- 
fere. Metro trial with an exclusive 
run in Wilmington recently, was ar- 
ranged when it was found M-G 
could not sell its product there to 
Warner Bros. 

6 Chicago Spots 

Metro plan if placed into execu- 
tion may be the selling exclusively 
of its product in certain towns with 
the number of houses in each big 
key reduced to a minimum. Six, 
for example, for Chicago is men- 
tioned. In the opinion of Metro, 
these houses, in buying the full 
Metro program, would use nothing 
else on the year on a basis of a 
picture a week. Thus, Paramount 
product, it is pointed out, would 
go into five or six other Chicago 
houses, some other company into 
the same number, with result all 
first runs would eliminate product 
shortage and increase chances on 
making money. 

‘Grand Hotei’ roadshowing at 
$1.50 in regular first runs, with pro- 
tection extended to next winter 
when picture returns to those towns 
on general release, is another phase 
of distribution that is finding favor 
with Metro. Company will probably 
do the same with ‘Strange Inter- 
lude,’ coming. 

United Artists is definitely set on 
its A and B plan, splitting product 
into major and minor groups for 
theatres that will be spotted in 
those classes. Anxious to go ahead, 
UA cannot test its plan until the 
new product is ready, which will 
not be until July or August. 

Publix, which has heavy fran- 
chises with both Metro and UA, 
besides playing the Par product, will 
probably place exclusive runs to the 
biggest test among the chains. 

Having more first runs in opera- 
tion than any of its competitors, 
Publix is anxious to give exclusive 
playing a trial, but it feels that this 
system of sales and exhibition will 
have to be gradual this season in 
order to avoid placing subsequent 
runs into a spot overnight. 

Publix itself operates many 
smaller theatres, including some 
shotguns, and is thinking of itself 
as well as the independents and op- 
position among down-the-line- 
subsequents which must have time 
to acclimatize themselves to the sit- 
uation. 

















Sennett’s Feature Into Work 
Hollyweod, June 13. 
Sennett puts ‘Hypnotist,’ 
| feature picture, into production July 
| 18. He will release it through World 
| Wide. 
/ 


Mack 





Film for William 
Hollywood, June 13. 
Wai vs has bought ‘Match King,’ 
novel, which will star Warren Wile- 
liam, William Dieterle will direct 
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starring - 


SYLVIA FREDRIC 


d | 
SIDNEY MARCH 
. with 
ADRIANNE ALLEN—SKEETS GALLAGHER 
CARY GRANT 

















Sidney and. March! Together for the first 





time. A certain double-barrelled ticket- 
selling combination, in a merry, wistful love 
drama with a definite appeal to young 
moderns,—and their families. From a story 
by Cleo Lucas, now running as newspaper ts he a 
serial under title of “Jerry and Joan.” S os ) 


Directed by Dorothy Arzner. 


wea tad kaa Sam. tee hina, 
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May Production Survey 


Hollywood, June 13. 
After the steady five-week climb to this year’s peak of 39 features 
active simultaneously May 2, the production curve leveled off at 35 fea- 
tures almost throughout the month, In the closing week of May there 
was a sharp drop when 17 features went into the cans and only four new 
ones started. 





May's feature average was 33.8 daily, barely under April. Pick-up in 
short comedies, however, brought the total units working to 36.7, 
Warner led the 


Next group was Universal, 


and Paramount industry with working averages of 


seven feature units. Radio, Metro and Fox. 


averaging four units or thereabouts working. 


MAY PRODUCTION AVERAGES 


In 16 Coast Studios 
Educational, Foy, Hollywood, Standard, dark) 





(Darmour, 


7—May, 1932, Units Active 7-Year Averages— 

Features Shorts Total 1931 1928-30 
Feature Studios 
Warner-FN ..... 6.5 5 7.0 4.2 9.3* 
Paramount ...... 6.9 “ 6.9 4.5 5.3 
Univereal crocess. 4.0 2 4.2 3.1 4.6 
ON PP ee sewe.® 2 3.9 2.4 2.4 
BEGQUTO 3.60% ands. nthe ee 3.7 4.5 5.3 
er re ee FS oe 3.6 1.3 6.2 
Columbia ...... a ae 1.6 2.3 2.0 
ei > 8: a ery 1.0 ae 1.0 5 1.9 
United Artists .. 3 oa 8 1.4 2.1° 
Leasing & Comedy 
POO 6 cece ct ece% 1.4 1.4 1.0 1.1 
ll ) ae oe ee , 4 3 5 9 
SOCSHEE. Ans 0s su ° 5 os 5 9 1.8 
International .., ) os 5 3 ; 
Monogram ......» 4 o« 4 Re 6 
PRs ddrek es 3% 2 es B 2.8 1.9 
Metropolitan ....  .. 2 2 8 2.5 
Working Daily 33.8 2.9 36.7 34.7 47.9 
*Combined studios 
Total units monthly: January, 30.7; February, 33.5; March, 32.7; 


April, 35.4; 


42 FEATURES COMPLETED IN MAY, 1932 


.(Including two serials, one foreign 


May, 36.7. 


version) 


Working Working 
Days Days 
PARAMOUNT METRO 
‘Merrily We Go 7)! |) "e ‘ * ee ee i 38 
ane C yg ee esses seeeeee ‘Red Headed Woman’......... 26 
‘Million Meee EMO iisevcaee O 
‘Make Me a Star’ .......... ee 25 COLUMBIA 
ee, «=POMCHOIORD es b-ccbeces 24 ‘Hollywood Speaks’ .......c++. 19 
‘Man From Yesterday’ ..... ... 24 ‘McKenna of the Mounted’.... 9 
‘Forgotten Commandments’ ,, 11 ALLIED 
UNIVERSAL pom : ; 
‘Back Street’ .......... steece Me 4, 2 = ee oe 8 
‘Brown at Culver’ GT PPT eS eee 47 ‘Indecent’ eorsceeoeevtesece eeeree 7 
“EG TORS: HIOUSS csccccscstcss TREM CARR 
(See BEE Shs b cscs eees oo 36 " » "8 al 
‘M: Fre Hell's Edges 
‘Heroes of the West’ (serial)... 30 7 ae 3 
FOX (Sonoart) eovececesee ee eeeeene 
‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm‘ 34 ‘Honor of the Mounted 
‘Undesirable Ladies’ ......... 30 (Monogram) .....+ecesceceees 6 
“Week Hinds Only” o.cccseccece 26 LIKE-WEEKS 
po | er re | ‘Wid in Scariet’ g 
het ie tinal +4 osecee EB ‘Alias Mar : Smith’ tastes’ « 
WARNER-EN as Mary -¢- eoeeevecsee 


26 MISC. 
(Harold Lloyd). 62 


‘Life Begins’ 
‘The Crooner’ 


‘Movie Crazy’ 


eccceccccccccces of 


‘Night Flower’ eer eseeeersecee rs ‘Last of the Mohicans’ 

Blessed Event ‘dat gle ha reoee 21 (Mascot serial) ..... ianenee ae 

‘Brasseur d'Affaires’ (Fr.) .... 16 , mI ey: : “ 
RADIO Hell Fire Austin’ (Tiffany)... 20 

‘Roar of the Dragon’.......... 49 ‘Gigolette’ (Martel) ...... ee 

eo BY weeeee 36 ‘Drifting Souls’ (Premier) .... 8 

‘What Price Hollywood’ ...... 32 ‘Forbidden Company’ 

Te wee POCO. HOST bic ccccscdes 22 (Chesterfield Invincible) ... 6 


Studio Placements 





Charles Williams, ‘Good Time 
Girl,’ Metro. . 

Norman Houston is writing an 
original, ‘Exposure,’ for Morris 


Schlank’s next premier production 
at Universal. 
Alberta Vaughan, Charles De- 














organization. 
hands, 

The house still faces possible fore- 
' Closure by the first mortgagees who 
have already filed a bill to fore- 
close. Negotiations are on to fore- 
stall such action. 


This is in Kosch's 


Roxy Red 





(Continued from page 11) 
weeks was $97,849 expenses, $158,- 
546. 

Stress on the quality of the ours | 
rent week's show held 





attention) Schertzinger Loses Out 

and Kosch, himself, remarked to the Hollywood, June 13. 

court that it was his expectancy | RS baie ae 

this week would bring a gross of | Victor Schertzinger, brought to 

over $60,000 on which he felt the | Metro to direct: ‘Candle Light,’ is 

house would make something like | Off ah a hneagl 

a $10,000 profit. That's for the | When John Gilbert, : 

fourth week of the receivership. noone a Light, was switched to 

; ; ; Downstairs’ Schertzinger was left 

Occasion for the hearing was that) without a picture. 

the temporary receivership of Kosch | ae 

expired June 16 (Wed). The usual 

general notice had been given ba all Warner's Tech Cut 

employes ending their employment 

on that date. It is expected that Hollywood, June 13. 

this notice will now be recalled, al- Ten cutters and syne title writers 

though certain of the employes may |in Warners’ foreign department out 

be let out. in the first swing of the axe before 
Attorneys for Kosch sought to} the studio closes. 

show how Kosch had cut the house | Clerical help in the same depart- 

nut from $48,000 to around $40,000 ment also let out. 

and the statement was made that — 


the house could be rin for $39,000 REX BELL’S ‘B’WAY’ 


Among the creditor groups | 


who 


or less 


who endorsed Kosch’'s service was! Hollywood, June 13. 
the Fox Film Co., largest creditor, | Rex Bell's first “pict ire for Mono- 
also the Donahue Coe Advertising gram wiil be ‘From Broadway to 
Agency to whom the Roxy owes Cheyenne.’ Wellyn Totman and 
$20,000. Harry Fraser now working on the 
Irom talks before the court, the story, Fraser to direct. 

house may shut down for two or Trem Carr prod tion, and sup- 
three weeks to ‘prepare for a re- posed to start early in July. 


was to 


i\laney, DeWitt Jennings, Rex Lease, 
|Gwen Lee, Beryl Mercer, ‘Pretty 
| Ankles,’ directed by E, Mason Hop- | 
per for Ralph Like 





talph Forbes, ‘Smilin’ Through,’ 
| Metro. 
Niles Welch, ‘Murder of Night 
Club Lady,’ Col. 
Duncan, C. Henry Gordon 


| Ed Pawley, Eric 


Wilton, ‘13 


Wallace Allbright, 


| Mary 
Women,’ Radio. 


Frank Sheridan, ‘Washington | 
Whirlpool,’ Metro 

Armand Schaeffer will direct the 
next Mascot serial, ‘Hurricane Ex- 
press.” Production starts middle of 
July. 
Tyler Brooke, ‘Love Me Tonight,’ 
| Par. 


| Gordon Westcott, ‘Devil and the 
| Deep,’ Par. 

J. Farrell MacDonald, Kenneth 
| Thomson, ‘70,000 Witnesses,’ Charles 
| R. Rogers. | 
| 


Buster Phelps, Hegwiga Reicher, | 


| Ann Kingsley, ‘Three on a Match, 
WB | 

Ines Palange ‘Speak Easily,’ 
Metro 


Raul Roulien, Paul Porcasi, Laska 
| Winter, Murray Kinnell, Stanley | 
| Fields, ‘After the Rain,’ Fox | 
| Wallace Ford, ‘Skyscraper apiece | 
M-G-M. 


Spencer Charters, ‘Two Against 
| the World,’ WB. } 
| Tenny Wright, to direct next 


| John Wayne western, Warners. 

Complete cast for ‘Parisian Ro- 
| mance,’ Allied: Lew Cody, Gilbert 
| Roland, Marion Shilling, Joyce | 
|Compton, Nicholas Sousanin, Yola 
| D'Arvil, George Lewis, Helen 
| Jerome Eddy, Bryant Washburn, 
Paul Porcassi, Armand Kaliz, Lewis 
| Alberni, Nadine Dorce and James 
| Kagles. 

Tenny Wright engaged to direct 
second in series of eight westerns 
| being produced by Leon Schlessin- 
| ger for WB. 





Ne ae 


CINCINNATI 


(Continued from page 10) 


mer closing of this house deferred 
for a week or two. Last week ‘No 


Family (RKO) 
‘Mystery Ranch’ 
of the Press’ (Rischer). 


(1,000; 


15-25)— 
Split week. 
Last week ‘Ghost Valley’ (Fox) and 


‘Love in High Gear’ (Mayfair), 
$2,800. 





New Haven Slows Up; 
Par Leads List, $9,500 


| Houses doing fair balcony biz but} 

light downstairs. Summer scarcity | 
of patrons well on its way already, | 
and closing of Yale spring term} 
washes out stude trade. 

Bijou, former double feature first | 
run, now-on second run grind with} 
two weekly amateur nites added. 

Estimates for This Week | 


Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 35-65) 
—‘Forgotten Commandments’ (Par) 
and unit. Meek $9,500 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Reserved’ for Ladies’ 
ani ‘Harlem Hot Shots,’ revue, low, 
| $8,900. 
| Poli 
‘Man 
| Girl.’ 


| $8,000. 





(Arthur) (3,040; 
About Town’ and 
Will probably catch 


35-50)—| 
‘Society | 
a fair 








| 500. 
| Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35-| 
|50)—‘Two Seconds’ and ‘Man Want- | 
ed.’ Will do well to cop a passable 
1$5,000. Last week ‘State's Attorney’ | 
land ‘Heart of N. Y.’ toppled to a 
weak $4,000. 

College (Arthur) (1,565; 35-50)—) 
‘Bachelor's Folly’ and ‘Night Patrol.’ | 


Latter proved weak and yanked | 
after one day. Replaced by two} 
shorts. Indications for fair $3,000.) 


Last week ‘Night Court’ and ‘Young 
Bride’ a slow 2,500. 


Cracked Safe Mystery 


| Winnipeg, Can., June 13. 
The Lyceum here used to be 
broken into as often as they changed 
| pictures. Managers were changed 
and frantic investigations were! 
made, but the robberies of the the- 
|atre safe in the dead of night con- 
tinued. 
| In the trial of Robt. G. Dean, ar- 
rested in Vancouver by the Mounted 
Police, the mystery broke. Police 
evidence and his confession revealed 
how Dean had rented a room in the 
same block as the theatre and, cut- 
ting a hole in the floor, had wormed 
his way down a disused air-shaft to 
the theatre. 








Brown’s ‘Campus Girl’ 
Hollywood, June 13 


Warners is optimistically an- 
nouncing a new story, to go into 
work after the shutdown, 

Iv's ‘The Campus Girl,’ college 


orivinal, and will be Joe KF. Brown's 


next. 


attempt to get picture material out 


Greater Love’ (Fox) $2,000, so-so. 
(Fox) and ‘Honor | 


$3,500 for week, strictly satisfactory. | 


|chase price added 


| 
| pictures have gone into production 


New Haven, June 13. 


Last week, ‘Desire Me’ and, 
‘Strangers of Evening,’ okay at $9,-| 


|Walter Futter for Columbia re- 


|'ground stuff for ‘Jade.’ When nega- 


So. Calif. Exhibs 


Dissolving 


Allied Branch After Forming 


Own New 


> 
v 





Genius 


Los Angeles, June 13 

Murray Pennock was trying 
to sell Robert Collier of Fox- 
West Coast on an exploitation 
stunt 

It's an automatic man made 
out of metal,’ said Pennock 
and it will walk and talk—if 


you put a man inside to do the 
walking and talking.’ 


Forget Jammed 
Scripts Is New 
Routine at Par 











Hollywood, June 13. 
Sam Katz and Emanuel Cohen 
have gone on record against the 
continued rewriting of weak stor- 
ies by expensive scenarists in an 


of them. In the future if a story 
refuses to jell in its second writing, 
Paramount throws it out. 

Most recent examples of dropping 
yarns are elimination of ‘Nine | 
Points of the Law,’ ‘Goldman’ and| 
|‘Lone Cowboy. All three stories 
j}had been in the adaptation stage 
| for months, each having a high 
overhead charged against it due to 
|the number of high-priced writers 
who had been assigned to attempt 
screen material. 

Two Strikes 

Execs feel that too many stories 
have been going to the bat with 
two strikes on the budget because of 
the writing charge. With the pur- 
it meant con- 
In a number of cases 





| 


siderable. 


with a writing staff and original 
purchase price cost that equalled | 
the amount to be spent on the ac- 
tual producing. 

Studio probably has 25 stories 
that have been handed around to 
numerous writers in the hope that 
someone could turn out an accept- 
able adaptation. At the end the 
stories return to the shelf, 


Bachman and Schnitzer 
Duplicate First Stories 


Hollywood, June 13, 
Discovering they were both pre- 
paring crime stories for Radio's | 
program, J. G. Bachman and Jo-| 


seph I. Schnitzer are considering | 








lother yarns, 


Bachman is holding up decision | 
on his capital punishment story | 
until seeing treatment. Schnitzer, | 
working on ‘Hall of Justice,’ is now | 
looking around for another story as 
possible replacement, Yarns must 
be sent to B. B. Kahane for okay. 





Futter’s Travel Features 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Three travel features, with drama 
in some of them, will be made by 


lease. 

‘Jewels of Mahoubay,’ with a na- 
tive cast was made in the Philip- 
pine Islands by Roy Scott, director. 
Scott is now in China with his cam- 
eraman, Ira Morgan, to film back- 





cast will 
processed 


tive gets here a white 
enact the drama to be 
onto the Chinese scenes. 

Herbert Hathaway wrote both the 
stories. Third travelog is to be 
African. 








Lola Woursell Steps Up 

Lola Woursell, who has been 
handling Sam Goldwyn publicity in 
New York since Lynn Farnol left 
for the Coast, has been promoted! 
to the story department for Gold- 
wyn on the eastern end. 
eeds Leda Bauer, resiguved. 

Miss Woursell will Gyntinue on 
Goldwyn publicity along with her 
new duties. 


‘ | 
She suc- 


Indie Association 


Los Angeles, June 13. 


Southern California branch of 
Allied States will be dissolved at a 
meeting tomorrow. This follows 
formation last week of the Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners of South- 
‘rn California, which will work un- 
ifiliated with any parent associa- 
tion 

Dropping of Allied and forming 
suught about 
division of membership of 
theatre owners between Allied and 
MPTOA. With a purely local or- 
ganization, exhibitors feel they can 
get a bettes representation and big- 
ger membership and thus eliminate 
factional differences existing be- 
tween the members of the two 
bodies. 


new oup was bre 


through 


Metzger Pres. 

Gus Metzger, who has been presi- 
lent of the Allied unit, is president 
of the new group. Ben Bernstein 
is vice-president, R. D. Whitson 
treasurer, George Bromley secre- 
tary and M. A. Kopple asst. sec. 

One of the first problems to be 
worked upon is a new zoning deal. 
Indies want protection against 
downtown circuit house scalings as 
low as 10 cents in the morning 
while playing pictures that won't 
get to the smaller houses until 
weeks later. 

Organization meeting and election 


| was held by representatives of 280 


houses in Southern California, Ari- 
zona and Nevada. 


EXHIBS BALK AT ADDED 
W.E. SOUND OVERHEAD 


fre- 





Western Electric's higher 


| quency reproduction of sound is not 


getting a tumble from circuit or in- 
dependent exhibitors because of the 
additional cost involved. 

Theatre men feel that the present 
sound is satisfactory to patrons, and 
endorsement of Western's theory of 
the ‘perfect sound’ would mean 
added overhead. 





PEERLESS BROKE 
Indie Prod. Ca. Files Bankruptcy 
Petition—J. L. Geller, Pres. 





Peerless Productions, Inc., 244 
west 49th street, New York, indie 
film producing co., has filed a vol- 
uatary petition in bankruptcy, list- 
ing $58,985 in assets to $18,451 in 
liabilities, 

J. Louis Geller, president of Peer- 
less, discloses secured creditors as 
Selective Equities Corp. of Los An- 
geles, five notes totalling $2,509 pay- 
able by Pacific Coast Exchange, 
also of L. A.; Malcolm Lab. Corp. 
of New York, $3,500; Marks & Ma_- 
colm, New York, $1,500, security be- 
ing negative of the production 
‘Love Bound.’ 


There is a total of 25 unsecured 
creditors. Malcolm Labs are down 
for $1,069; Balsey & Phillips of Los 
Angeles, $7,250 on five notes; Smith 
Aller, Los Angeles, $1,200; Consoli- 
dated Laboratories, New York, $1,- 
919; Carol Coon, Hollywood, $3,310; 
Hollywood Exchange, Detroit, .$1,- 
785; J. R. Malcolm, New York, $4,- 
500; Alexander Marks, New York, 
$9,000; Adolph Pollack, New York, 
$4,348; and J. Louis Geller, $2,000. 
‘Film Daily’ is owed $400. Unse- 
cured claims total $51,476.66. 


Assets are two notes of George 


| McArthur, of Hollywood, for $1,000 


each; story and scenario of ‘Child 
For Sale,’ $1,000; estimated percent- 


|ages on distribution of various films 


$15,000. 


Kurtzman B&K P.A. 


Chicago, June 13. 

Charles Kurtzman will fill the 
chair vacated by Bill Pine in tile 
Publix-B. & K. press office. Pine is 
going to the west coast to become 
press contact between studios and 
theatres for Paramount, after have 
ing been with the B. & K. staff some 
six years. 

Kurtzman will handle the Chle 
‘azo, while the other two loop firsts 
runs will have Dave Lipton looking 
after the Oriental, and Eddie Levin 
for the United Artists. 
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AYNOR-FARRELL | 

ONLY SURE-FIRE 
STAR 

TEAM 


reveals “Variety” 
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You’re old enough to know the facts, so... 


Pardon us, while we take our star light 
from under the bushel. 





Besides the greatest team in pictures, Fox 
has other great stars . .. and we mean 


stars. 
Thirteen of them... at the moment. 


We say “at the moment” because Clara 
Bow has just been added ... with more 


to follow. 





Not to mention those brilliant up-and- 
comers carefully groomed and soon des- * 
tined to blaze through to stardom — as 
Dunn & Eilers did in “Bad Girl.” 


‘We don’t believe in boasting, but to “show- 





me”’ showmen, we urge .. . 


WATCH FOX 
THIS YEAR 
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Comparative Grosses for May BT ae — wera | DENVER EXHIBS a 
ay ay ay ay 
’ MASTBAUM | Two Seconds So Big Tenderfoot Huddle TWIN 
= —— High. eee etl tee $38,000 $44,000 $36,000 AG ST B 
OW.» ze ow 200-Piece 
. (Continued from page we —- Orch. Denver, June 13 
_ EARLE World and Girl Crazy | Two Seconds Young Bride , 
BALTIMORE High. $27,000] Flesh $17,500 $16,000 $14,000 joutle bitee nee ru 
~_ 7 Low.. 14,000] $17,000 (New Low) . rd “one 
ae ay ay May 14 May 21 May 28 Vaude clusive booking opposed, resale 
CENTU Rich Always | Sky Bride Sinners in | Two Seconds FOX Paris Sleece : ——s : privilege on advertising accessories 
pigh. “_— ‘Seka $17,500 the Sun $18,500 High. $41,000 “s4aen ‘ee & mag “Sawt aes at demanded, excessive and extended 
ow.. ’ Stiles Eeew } me nt Low.. 10,500] Stace Show $17,000 $12,000 | __ | Service charges called illegal, and 
s tee STANLEY . Mouthpiece Symphony jLetty Lynton Letty Lynton! the admission tax called &@ menace 
KEITH'S Reckless Age Scandal Man W | High, $37,000 $7,000 $13,000 $18,000 $12,000 jat the annual convention of the 
igh. $22,000) $22,000 | Foc sity "$15,000 | “Womec’ | K2Wsz_8000! (Last 3 days) a (2d_week)_ | Rocky Mountain Theatre Owners 
pee 4,000 Morton $5,000 ‘Good |News’ $17,000 | Association at the Brown Palace 
Downey No Vaude (Stage Tab) |Ola Kentucky PITTSBURGH hotel in Denver last week. 
' (ees Stan) Tab May 7 May 14 May 21 May 23~*” The attendance was larger than 
- | : igh. $46,000] $f .i8 | Vivienne | Rich With Us| Two Seconds | *8t Year, and more attention ‘was 
High. $35,500 oe we matty Lynton ee rey High. $48,000 $12,000 are $18,000 $23,000 hare. to problems confronting the 
pen . 10,400 ’ , , $14, Low.. 11,000 Stage Show $18,000 Tashman exhibitor, most of them realizing 
“VALENCIA Ferguson Misleading Night Court | Letty Lynton FULTON B : Roscoe Ates : : : : neve ee eee: ae a te 
High. $11,000 Gees Lady $2,500 $2,600 High. os roken Wing Amateur Misleading Society Girl | could to beat the depression. 
Low.. 1,800 $3,000 $2,700 oer, . +4 $4,200 34 bre 4 $5,400 In the absence of Harry EB. Huff- 
: ——e - 22 2 2 » in Ni York, 2 Ve 
High sabes vetten Meode wireste Sen _—— a Letty arnten a ‘an When a Feller}; Wet Parade Letty Lynton Huddle > ereanheet eter wadneen nen 
ee ’ ’ ’ ’ 9 *é ‘i - 
Low... 2'500 | $5,000 ian, 1300 ped $17,000 $20,000 $15,000 Huffman in which he urged strong 
$19,000 resolutions against double billing, 
DENVER Stage Show and expressed the opinion that ex- 
— _ DAVis Symphony Mouthpiece ®| Tough to Be Destry clusive booking would not work a 
“DENVER | —Grecke — | Corton | —a Two Seconds |{iah- $10,000] °"s8,300 vic "Seseo ml te the reat he one Eee 
e ° ee , 9 
High. $27,700 $8,800 $11,900 $9,900 “$11,100 | $2,800 to the trade in general. 
Low.. 7,000 (3 days) B N Officers, most of them reelected, 
2 4 Stage Show OSTO with the addition of two v. p.’s, are: 
PAR- Grand Hotel Scarface Clara Deane | Night Court May 7 May 14 May 21 __ May 28 president, Harry EB. Huffman; first 
Meee 2}! $11,300 $8,100 $4,100 $5,900 METRO- Sky Bride Amateur Sinners in |Rich With Us|. P» Joe E. Dekker; second v. p., 
pe ‘ 2800 POLITAN $28,000 Daddy un $31,100 Blanche Tyo; third vy. Pp., Russell 
-Ow.. , High. $66,000) Bing Crosby $37,200 $20,400 Boswell Sis. |Hartwich; treasurer, Gus Kohn; 
Hick, eteuie So Big Man Wanted Mouthpiece Young Low.. 19,500] Stage Show | Lombardo’s secretary and general counsel, Em- 
Hig! . se ‘Men $6,000 $5,500 $6,000 athe STATE Foliar Need pana Sasi x mett Thurmon. 
oak S|... | ri 29 eller Needs a Huddle carface s You Desi ; . 
ORPHEUM | Symphony | Misleading State's Are You |High. $40,000} Friend $15,000 $20,000 ‘Me |, Directors: Huffman, Dekker, Tyo, 
High. $20,000) — $14.000 Lady Attorney Listening? |Low.. 10,000) $20,000 $19,800 L. J. Finske, Buzz Briggs, Kohn, 
Low.. 10,000 Vaude $14,000 $10,000 $10,000 RKO Night World State's State's Radio Patrol | 24 Schultz, Harold Rice, Milas Hur- 
—-—~—. | __________|Doc Rockwell] (New Low) MEMORIAL $9,500 Attorney Attorney $28,200 ley and Eddie Ward, 
RIALTO Amateur Devil’s Beast of the Scandal High. $41,200 $12,200 $9,000 (Vaude) and 
High. $4,500 Da2-y Lottery ity for Sale Low.. 6,140 a _ (2d week) Ben Bernie ci 
Low..__2,250' __ $4,000 | _$3.500 84, 000__*__85,500__ | “KEITH'S | "Roadhouse Vanity Fair | No Greater | Strangers of Advertising Pays 
BOSTON Murder $8,000 Love vening 
DETROIT High. $23,000} $10,600 (New Low) $8,500 $9,800 Ios Angeles, June 13. 
Low.. 8,000 Vaude (Loew . Units Alhambra theatre, Alhambra, 
-etimiemians haa Ok May 14 | __May 21. | ___—‘May Start) ___| which shuttered and put a sign 
MICHIGAN |Letty Lynton Night Court | Rich With Us Huddle on the marquee reading: ‘Closed 
High. “even _, 331,200 $16,800 $37,000 $38,200 PORTLAND, ORE. because the rent was too high’ will 
Low.. 16,700 Stage Show Mills Bros. — aan May 7 May 14 May oy l May 28 open June 20 at a $175 reduction 
Pre EROS RE sc ae! Lombardo amour es ad = “1 the By rate Letty Lynton oe en caviar nisdissacel will 
FOX Paris Sleeps | W ; ; ” Siw ines : addy ight istening $16,000 3 
High. $50,000, 317,000 Reem 18° saat y* oe ~“—— High. $22,500] $12,000 $14,800 $9,000 build a new marquee, 
Low.. 14,000! Stage’ Show $17,000 (New Low) $18,600 Low.. 5,000) Stage Show Ted. Lewis — seen 
FISHER | Man Wanted |Letty Lynton|~ Sinners in| “Tena — ane ___ 
High. el 315,300 . ’ $15,200 c peti wh re eee RKO Symphony State’s Night World | Radio Patrol . 
Low.. 9,400 | Jackie Cooper $11,100 ; ORPHEUM $9,500 Attorney $9,000 $6,700 FANCH hy & MA RCO 
Stage Show | High. Vaude $4,500 oe (4 days) ; 
8. | —| =—_—_——_. | —— | Low.. Johnson ‘ FF Al “, 
amouwe acne Tre Beeanee be MUSIC BOX | Blonde Crazy Play Girl Destry Rides Heart of eatured crs 
High. $40,160! $6,000 High. $20,000 $3,500 $4,000 Again New York coeeaiiee 
Low.. 5,000 | ‘ Low.. 2,800 $3,500 $3,200 
UNITES — Sea eae “Tae;, ~ Besire Me | UNITED Scarface Flesh Is Weak! Night Court Fellow _ Needs 
ARTISTS $7,600 Case Dances $13,200 ARTISTS $3,500 $4,600 $4,500 a Friend BERNIE and WALKER 
High. $39,000] (3d week) $4,900 $6,100 High. $13,000 $3,500 : 
Low.. 4,900! _ __| (New Low) _ Low..__2, L The Mad Wags of Malibu 
BUFFALO | NEW ARK, N. J. im “ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN” 
— May 7 May 14 May 21 May 28 
pai _ May 7 _ May 14 May 21 May 28 : : . 
BUFFALO |Letty Lynton! Rich Always Huddle High. $30,300 39 000 “Dadaae wate 5 _ NOVAK and FAY 
High. $42,000) $23,100 With Us $15,400 Low. 5,500} Stage Show $6.000 ; 
Low.. 13,800) Stage Show $31,200 — : ~ — “All Tangled Up for Fun” 
Mills Bros. _ STATE Letty Lynton! Wet Parade Sky Devils w " 
HIPPO. | —Are Vou |eees Bros Feller Needs a|{tigh. $32,000) “$20,000 $13,000 $11,000 TOWN and COUNTRY” Idea 
DROME Listening? $5,600 Friend ow. __11, vaude (New_Low) 
Low... ~ 3'900| ' ), PROCTOR’S| $20,000 $17,000 Attorney R DY K YE 
CENTURY | —Groken — | ~Wleleadine Ferauson | iow’, 999/008) Kate Smith arid 
High. $21,000) Wing Lady * Case CAPITOL >. oane “ ae : ” 
Low.. 4,700) 10.000 $9,100 $8,400 High. $18,000 erguson pitaan and wy vienne The Singing Switcher 
GREAT Mouthpiece Symphony - Scarface ig soe ane _oe = Soe ¥ & M’s “Parisian Revue” 
LAKES $7,300 $7,100 12,000 | HOW-s 2,600) Steady nts rire | 
High. $40,000 i $12, Company $4,900 $4,600 
Low.. 6,600! | = pnd “a JANICE WALKER 
LAFAYETTE) Big Timer | Final Edition Dishonorable KANSAS CITY 
High. $16,000) $7,500 $7,000 $8,800 Doing “Cinderella Brown” 
-Ow.. _5,500' a i: ROSAS May 7 May 14 May 21 __May 28 aps 
MAIN- Night World State’s Woman in Office Girl ¥ & M's “Parisian Revue” 
WASHINGTON High. taneee yaee ror gin wr 13 $15,500 
— igh. $32, aude 15, $12,500 Doctor 
May 7 May 14 May 21 May 28 |Low.. 8,000 Singer's Rockwell STEVE SAVAGE 
EARLE | Rich Always | Mouthpiece | Tough to Be Tenderfoot . Midgets “ ~ 
High. $25,000; With Us $13,000 Famous $18,000 LOEW’S Night Court Huddle Scarface Desire Me As “JOE E BROWN 
Low. e 6,000 $19,000 $14,500 MIDLAND $11,000 $11,700 $12,900 $19,000 With “Star Night” Idea 
Vaude High. $35,000 | Dir. HARRY LEVINE 
PALACE Sky Bride (Letty Lynton Huddle As You Low.. _7,800 
High. $29,300 $14,500 $18,000 $12,000 Desire Me NEWMAN Amateur Clara Deane| Sinners in Street of 
Low.. 8,500) Stage Show $12,000 High. $33,000 Daddy $6,000 un Women iB 
FOLUMBIA | Night Court | Grand Hotel | Grand Hotel | Grand Hotel |Low.. 4400/  sedd? $6.500 $6.000 ° 
High. $19,000 | $6,500 $15,000 1 $14,500 $10,000 LIBERTY Grand Hotel | Grand Hotel Sky Bride Mouthpiece 
ow.. .900 | (3d_ week) |High. $13,400 $13,400 $6,000 $3,500 $3,800 “MALIBU BEACH” Idea 
a nes | Cheaters at yang wan About | Society Girl | Low..__ 2,800! (New Hi High)_|_(2d_week) 
igh. 1,500 | Play oom own $23,500 
Low.. 11,000 $11,000 $17,500 $17,500 Johnny MONTREAL 5 p ts 
(New Low) Weissmuller May 7 May 14 May 2i May 2B FANCHON & MARCO Presen 
| Stage Show | soplniimaon : 
KEITH’S | Vanity Fair State’s Cain and | Radio Patrol lettahe Stones Soander for in , — on were and ZELDA SANTLEY 
High. $20,000 | $5,000 Attorney Roadhouse $6,000 igh. P ate rs ening $13, lesh ” 
Low.. 4,600. $10,000 Murder jLow.. 7,500 ieee $12,000 $12,500 “VEILS” IDEA 
$6.500 
SSS 88.500 ——=| PALACE Tarzan Tarzan Sunshine Letty Lynton 
'High. $32,000 $17,000 $10,000 Susie $11,500 JOE and JANE 
NEW ORLEANS Low.. — 7,000 (24 week) | $12,000 _ NA 
May 7 May 14 May 21 l May 28 | CAPITOL Mouthpiece This Is the Vivienne Flesh Is M Cc K E N 
LOEW'S | Wet Parade "ane “Chaka High. $30,000 and Night and Ware and Weak and Headlining 
STATE $7,500 $11,000 Ware |Low.. 5, Man Wanted Disorderly Sky Bride Impatient STANLEY, PITTSBURGH 
High. $22,000 (jim | “ $8-000 | $10,000 Conduct $11,000 Maiden | “Stitch In Time” Idea 
Hpi ‘ 7aen ew Low) 8; _- $11,000  . ___ $9,000 = 
sane \Rich With Uel Sinn | ~XPRINCESS Hotel Symphony | Symphony | Carnival Boat | 
leh. Chae “ony . eyaton aaa Us| — '" ‘High. $25,000} Continental aos and, F _ and | and BERNARDO DE PACE 
ow. 8, | Stage Show (New Low) $12,000 | Low. 4,500 Ni ena a ad a On Approval Waa se _ 
a j__ |“ Mitzi Green | "Sree ay | con emus wae | Wizard of the Mandolin 
ORPHEUM | State’s | Night World | Radio Patrol | IMPERIAL | Cordon Bleu ‘Soyons Gais | Nuits de | Lee as du | Assisted by CELINE LESCAR 
igh. $19,000) Attorney | $3,000 $8,000 = | High. $6,000 $4,800 $3,500 | Venlee ” | Turf and 
Ow.. 5,30 $8,000 = = Low.. 2,000! (Par-Freneh) (French $3,500 'Blanc Comme HENRI 
STRAND | Grand Hotel | ee Toumh to Be Made) (French | Neige 
igh, J } $4,700 Room amous Made) $2,000 
aed] cd ‘week, | "smc? | Famaus | eS THERRIEN 
.TUDOR | Unexpected | Clara Deane | Two Seconds } (French TENOR 
High. $9,100) Father =| $1,900 j $2,200 SS Mader) 0 “cnr 
fy 1100 $1.900 ay pany MALIBU BEACH” IDEA 
= : j (Continued on page 25) i 
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WHOM WILL THEY 
NOMINATE? 


America is guessing about the outcome of the great national 
political conventions— 


by Bata 








ae 
bat 
iy? 











| AGAIN 
| int932-°33 


i ft 


Gey 
LEO of MGM- 
HE KEPT 


| ~* OF theRED 


In the motion picture business there’s no guess-work! Leo of M-G-M, on 
the basis of his record, will be nominated to lead the industry again in 


1932-33. Watch for his platform! 
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. — noe 
| Comparative Gr i ; BIRMINGHAM COURT RULES AGAINST : 
parative Grosses for May a) Wi ea 
; ALABAMA |Letty Lynton So Big Clara Deane Desire Me ‘UNFAIR PICKET SIGNS ; 
$11,000 $10,000 $9,300 $8,700 F 
(Continued from page 23 Vaude i 
= peer ) RITZ Symphony State’s Crowd Roars | Night World Seattle, June 13. H 
INDIANAPOLIS $3,600 eed $3,500 $3,200 Involving picketing about the Lib- a 
— aay? mac — - EMPIRE | Alias the High Flesh is Wea eo ee 
INDIANA wo ; _ ai are oO - ay 28 peoter Pressure Weak Circus management went into court, with 
° an ymphony ic it s| orgotten 3,500 $6,000 $6,000 3,000 isi i re; 
pies anes Flesh $11,000 $10,000 Cemmand- Vande $ result some — “ widespread 
ow.. 7, (Nee Cow) ments STRAND |Broken Wing| Disorderly | Play Girl le ee ee 
) tegen SE ~ae $20,000 $1,400 Conduct $1,800 Chance Judge defined wording that may 
eee | ae 2 $1,800 $1,500 be placed on banners, but ruled they 
PALACE Night Court |Letty Lynton Huddle Desire Me could not be carried closer than 100 
—_ +1000 we st W508 $7,000 LOUISVILLE | feet of the theatre. Unfair’ not al- 
7 : - = — 2 Rs % st wes —~ | lowed. However, it was oke, said the 
LYRIC Destry Rides | Woman in Scandal for | Cohens and __May_7 |_May 14 __ May 21 _|__May 28 | ae ee See 7 : 
High. $11,000 Again Room 13 Sale Kellys LOEW’S Night Court | Huddle | Feller Needs| Desire Me | ©OUrt to Say “No union employes at 
Low.. 7,500 $8,500 $8,500 $8,000 $11,000 em. a $12,200 | $8200 | Friend | $10,500 | Liberty 
(High) Ow. .__ Se i (ras 38.000 _ eniptngiatimne ' 
~ CIRCLE Ferguson Sinners in Attorney for | Young Bride STRAND ~ Vivienne | This Is the | Man About | Clara Deane » . 
High. . $7,000 Case Sun Defense and | High. $12,500| Ware | Night | Town | $6,200 | Dubin-Elman Chi Exch.; 
Low.: 3,500 $3,500 $3,500 $4,500 Clara Deane | Low. 3,700 $6,700 o> ee ee ee Pe ae . 
PSE (New Low) $4,000 | ~ RIALTO | Lena Rivers "Woman in | Mouthpiece | Society Girl | Take I rincipal Films 
APOLLO Vivienne Lena Rivers | Mouthpiece Man About | High. sah 4 $6,600 | Room 13 $11,700 $11,800 Chicago, June 13 
High. $8,000 Ware $4,000 $4,000 Town  |Low.. 3,700} __ $6,800 Z se phy - 
Low.. 3,500! $4,000 $4,500 ~~ BROWN | Girt Crazy | Symphony | Ferguson |Rich With Us| Dave Dubin and Henri Elman are 
tongs sat 4 $2,900 $3,800 | aa. | $4,100 | this week opening a new local indie 
: | — }____ $3,500 a k . api- 
Shay Reinstated "ALAMO | Sky Bride Vouns |  Gestry | Wessrved or | on nane™ 80 De Rnown ce the:Cum 
oa A LOEW PRODUCTION High. say 4 $2,700 America $2,700 Ladies tol Film Corp. Through Dubin, the 
66 EP K ” Low.. 2,400 | $2,500 ' 2.900 firm starts out with a full franchise 
KE P KLOWNING Columbus, June 13. for the products of the Principal 
(une entury, Baitimore Charles C. Shay, former president SAN FRANCISCO Film Co., Sol Lesser’s organization. 
of the I, A. T. S. E., who resigned} May 7 May “44 ~—«|~Ss«MMiay 221 May 28 | ee av eens. Oe ewe ee 
in 1922 under fire, has been rein- | FOX Letty Lynton| Man Wanted| Huddle | Night Court | Ti FERS BARS, SES Coes er ee 
stated in the good graces of the| bes iad $70,000 $36,000 $32,000 | $20,000 $31,000 centage deal 
International through action at its | Low. 18,000; Stage Show Al Jolson | Mae Murray Eddie Dubin was recently exchange 
AND convention here, which opened last __Peabody __ | manager here for Columbia, while 
WARFIELD 





week, His card in New York stage], ¥ World and | Misleading |Molly Louvain| Sinners in| | Elman was formerly local Tiffany 
’ if, , “ne |High. $48,000) Flesh Lady | $14,500 Sun head. New firm is occupying the 
hands’ local, No. 1, was returned to |, 8.200 | $16.0 oe tg 
tion ow.. , 16,000 $17,500 $17,500 Wabash quarters which formerly 
’ Stage Show 



































hy _ When faced in 1922 with giv- PAR- “Wet Parade So Big |Rich With Us| This Is the petanct: hops se tee eitemptoe aen.7 
Direction:—SAM LYONS ing reasons for expenditures of AMOUNT $12,500 $10,000 $14,000 Night a 
a sums of money during his reign as onmgd bar o4 (6 days) | $8,000 
I, A. president, or-resign, Shay re- | Low 
A FLING OF FUN signed instead, William F. Canavan GOLDEN Big Timer Vanity Fair | Young Bride | Greater Love 
STAN succeeding him. GATE $15,000 $15,000 $9,000 $11,000 
Two sons of Shay have been the- a. $19,000) Vaude (New Low) | Teddy Joyce 











KAVA ey AG re atrical union members several Low. 9,000 | — —— = —— 


Dir..—AL. GROSSMAN _— TACOMA 
7 ’ A LOEW PRODUCTION May 7 May 14 | __ May 21 May 28 
RKO Steady ~ Ferguson | Young Bride State’s 
CHESTER HALE 5 “DANCE DREAMS” ORPHEUM Company Case and and Attorney 
24 BEST STEPPERS (Week June 11) State, Syracuse High. $14,500) and Rich With Us|; Two Seconds and 


Low.. 4,200| Night World $5,900 $5,100 Molly 


A LOEW PRODUCTION $5,800 Bill Louvain 
“PARISIENNE” Buck and Bu b es Vaude Robinson $4,700 
BLUE i 
(June 11) Palace, Washingten uouer sone one was * ome Saeee —— oni 
High $8,300 $2,600 


FRANK RADCLIFF “Rhythm for Sale” Low. 14001 


Personal Direction: Nat Nazzaro 


GENE RODGERS  -nIre CINCINNATI 

May 7 | May 14_ | May 21 | May 28 
“DARK DOINGS” IVAN TRIESAULT _ ALBEE Misleading | Lena Rivers | Clara —— “Yee 
Dir. CHAS. FITZPATRICK Famous International Dancer High. $35,500 Lady. $18,000 $22,000 $17,550 































































































and Pantomimist Low.. 17,000 $22,50 
THE V et 
0 L | v t S j B L E Y _PALACE Wet Parade State’s ‘Letty Lynton Vivienne 
High. $28,100 $14,500 Attorney $18,500 Ware 
“The Songbird of Two Continents” J}Low.. 8,000 $14,500 $13,000 
Dir.: Cargill-Dobson CAPITOL Young Sinners in | Rich With Us Huddle 


























_ = 


Style — Sophistication — Humor PROVIDENCE 


A LOEW PRODUCTION 





DIR: JOHN HICKEY ry Te eer High. $22,000 America Sun $8,500 $11,500 
ANITA AVILA MARY MILES fjtow:- 6.500] __ 37.500 $8:500 
wi LYRIC Ferguson | Night World| Mouthpiece | Two Seconds 
— Jj A Cc A N i L E Sar ar Gy ria. $23,900 Case $6,500 $7,500 $7,500 
DANCERS Chester Hale’s Dream Damsels || Low. 5,000 $8.000 












































SILVIA NELSON “FRIVOLITIES” eres | eet | Mer | ey 2 ey 

: . 8 s s . p ak 

Singer of Charm and Beauty (june 10) Michigan, Detroit. High. $28,000 | $16,000 98.560 Friend mS This W (J 10th) 
A LOEW PRODUCTION GEORGE Low.. _ 8,000) $3.5 $9,200 
: “HELLS-BELLES” ARKO. | wines Worle State's No Greater Radic Patrol 

= - ; ttorney ove 8,900 e 
| a ee DORMONDE ag | Vaude $8,700 $6,300 Publix-Balaban & Katz 
: ( ow | 
STONE and “Scientific Nonsense” _ FAY’S | Paris Sleeps Young Vivienne Midnight 
ERNON Dir.: Johnny Hyde, Morris Office | hh $3,500 Sai oy bey ataee . 0 T tre 
oe ’ ‘ i,v i,v 2 
} TOMMY and BETTY _ Alice Joy Chicag hea 
































































































































ae ° PAR- | Miracle Man Sinners in. | Reserved | Clara Deane ° 
Casino de Paris AMOUNT | $6,200 Sun for Ladies | $5,300 Chicago 
13 MONTHS High. $18,000| Stage Show $10,500 $8,500 | 
a mn Low.. 4,000 Harlem Hot | Horace Heidt | 
The Suave Deceiver The Dancing W onders Shots Band 
Lir.: Wm. Morris Office 
CARDINI MINNEAPOLIS 
+ Direction WM. MORRIS W. E. RITCHIE | May 7 May 14 __May 21 May 28 _ a mem 2 
“The Original T Cyclist” | MINNE- Letty Lynton Amateur “Night Court Sinners in 
RUSSELL "© ‘The Bicycle Bailes. | SOTA $19,200 Daddy $11,100 Sun 
oman High. $45,200} Stage Show. $12,000 (New Low) $23,500 
ARMSTRONG CHESTER HALE’S Low... 11,100 , ow A 
“ ’ \ ’* - —eae | — * 
ae AL GROSSMAN FRIVOLITY GIRLS RKO Scandal! for Symphony | State’s Man Wanted Opening June 24 
vA ie Sale $10.000 Attorney $8,500 
A LOEW PRODUCTION High. ’ $7,500 Nick Lucas $9,700 
S—McCANN SISTERS—3 “FORWARD MARCH” ||Low.. _5,000;__Vaude __ | ____ — X-PARAMOUNT 
ection CHAS. V. Y: G 11) Kelth’s Boston STATE | This Is the So Big | Vivienne Flesh ts - 
Direc n CHA Vv. YATES ene — a High. ee Night $5,000 Ware | Weak PUBLI P 
jLow.. 3,000;  $6.900 | __ $6,500 |} —- $7,000 si} 
a A LOEW PRODUCTION | LYRIC | Lena Rivers | World and | Young Room 13 | THEATRE 
BROADWAY REVUE" |High. $7,000) $4,000 Flesh America | $4,200 ; 
(une (1) Pean, Pittsburgh SS SS) See OS eae 
S| ling tt Yor hl : | New York 
| Dir.: Eddie Meyers Bev. Exchanges Open the Arctic Circle’ are in the making. | 
H A R R Y Se ee Es j Mitchell is opening other western 
T.os Angeles, June 13. | exchanges 


CANDREVA Richard Mitchell, who left Talk- - ’ 


- 


ing Picture Epics several weeks igo REOPENING 2 IN MINN awe ee ee eee 
6 BROS. at has opened the home office of Bev- ' i ae 


Minneapolis, Jun 


ROSE 








q 
i d Ki "als ill & Dobson erly Hills Exchanges on film row T ena EO ae | 
' The Broadway Jester here to handle world rights to Bev-| _ vO Minneapolis 0p heat: 
Dir.: Wm. Morris 3 erly Hills Productions, travel film ¢*! k for a long time are about to 

= — Sea producers. reopen Pantages will go into a B ki A 

i ookin rrangement b 
THE TELEPATHIC HUMORIST ; Present program is to make 15) j9¢, and 15c third-run grind policy & g y 
NORMAN “Arabian Stallions” three ‘and four-reel subjects, with) ,. , pede Gena , lan 
Dir Ch \ Yates tern « ympleted and two in produe- JULY 2 UNGeP? ina f com- SAM HOWARD 








FORWARD MARCH GIRLS | phant story, are in 


ir.: Carg gill and Dobson 

















e , tion. ‘Satan’s Playground,’ Death’ pany headed by Harold & 
CHESTER HALE’S Valley film, and ‘Nuri,’ Indian ele-| Plans are being fori ted t 



































William Poster 
Is My Face Red ? 


4 Ed. (Robert Armstrong) Maloney, columnist on the Examiner, 
sends in this bleat: ‘What Park Row drunkard flipped the chip from 
whose wrong shoulder and. woke up to find himself a cigar store 
Indian?” . 

Broadway’s leading columnist (the sap) is too much of a gentle- 

man to cali a polecat a skunk or he’d tell the world that a certain 
smudge column peep-holer on an evening rag has double crossed — 
himself out of the scene. 
-~ Glimpsed what village nudie with popsie Vanderquiller last day- 
break? ... From Harlem on the North to Broadway on the souse, the 
electric refrigerator sales conventioneers are White Rocking their baby 
to sleep. ... Peggy (Helen Twelvetrees) Bannon is that way about 
guess who, but your Willyum turns on the heat where he finds it. 

Hear.a certain broker must pay yellimony to his aluminum blonde 
heart bumper. ... Wonder why the milk trust major, in conference 
at a 56th St. speak-freely at dawning, swore that those garters were 
sleeve holders, (Was his face red?) The Mrs. should have a more 
elastic mind... . A certain keyhole in the upper seventies reveals 
new scandalliance. The unnamed shipbuilder in question (Ah there, 
Hector!) prefers to ignore the rumor. (Adelaide, be brave). . . The 
rowdy-dowdy dowager who wore two gigolos last night (one on each 
chin) will probably turn this on and take a cold shiver. 

Daughter of American Pickle Co. and son of Amalgamated Horse 
Radish Ltd: are/having a heart-to-heart balk. Happy couple will be 
in the market for new throwing china tomorrow. Business as. usual 
during altercations. ... 

The chaperones got lost overnight in the engineroom on a yacht-cha 
party last Sat.-Sun. Party started optimistic, ended misty-optic. . ... 
Matron of margerine millions, at exactly 3:27 A. M., accosted her 
chauffeur-hubby giving a music lesson to Whose Little Whosis? An- 
other re-penthouse will be Reno-vated this summer (heigho!)... 

A Broadway columnist whose initials are W.P. will soon middle 
aisle it with a Park Ave. angel. Don’t tell me the answer. See if 
I can guess. 

1 Speaking of murder, there’s blood on the cheese knife in a well known 
and a certain beer czar aint been scen since 3 A. M. 






















































































When the police read this, will their face be red? 
re "Fe -. «: neg fo iy: okt must perv 
he a. % 5 
ai 3 & B y et v 
] Ge. se oe ets 
elastic ‘mind. ... A certain Keyhole ix 
ye 6 eS i fe > 
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plenty to cover his. Margic? 
fourteen-bathroom 1b 
&. . The backseaty 
Detutante Dey 
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p It’s all in the picture," 
ig, Mr.“and Mrs. America, 
; You'll want toshoot hime 
but you can’t help loving 
Mrs. Poster’s little: boy 
Willie ( the’sap )‘and 

Walter SS, A 
ou'll trickle out of the 







JILL ESMOND .ABLING vore™ 
Story by Ben Markson and Alten Rivkin: Directed by’ 
William _Seiter, David _O. Selznick _Executive* Producer 


RKO RADIO PICTURE 

ene above is one Of the many 
tkling™ pieces“of news: 

“a we advertising ‘prev; 

7 For in, "g provided 


ou inthe press book RICHARD DIX ‘in- 






“BIRD OF PARADISE” 
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Rroperties" witty DOLORES DEL 
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—shouts IRENE L Ul 
IRENE THIRER ; 
New York DAILY NEWS” “”* 




















YOUR INK RED? 
here s where Mrs. RKO cm 
children ankle up with an 
(Summer time to you) fice "fo, 
not! The first real 1c.) 
, ““Colyumnist” story~ 
om vee’ : st; Story, w 
anead of the field, While the Critics go a 

- JN MGsQqa 


and get “that ; 
—- : way ~ about it and 6 
get their faces lifted) * and box:offices 


e Wel, L 
~Radio ‘s Hollywood : 


9°SSip ‘column >: 


wit, driving action; fop-skill playi 


, the t 

well, , ang of B 
reco wreaavar comedy drama“ne Po 
| mmend it,” bk, NV ato 
—N.¥. American 


and scathin ~: 
tto the hilt ee ond 


"=New York Times 





“A shrewd 
, : ie witty 
Mr. Cortez plays j 


chara 
cter as newse 


handed him -a- the keyhole --.-. theo 
@. rattli ct e Any «the 

sa what to ne acod Story and. he 

s paced PoOrtuni e-e: : 

: Geile Bee excellent. ag 

“New York World. Telegram 
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F-WC.Mitks L. A. Radius 
» For ‘Hotel’ at Chinese 


f Los Angeles; June 13. 

Reversing tactics from its iron- 
clad ruling not to compete with it- 
self, Fox-West Coast has started 
running excursions from towns 
within a 75-mile radius of here 
every Monday night to the Chinese 
for ‘Grand Hotel’ with the first, 
from Long Beach, tonight. 

Circuit plans to milk all the ter- 
ritory where roadshowing of ‘Hotel’ 
will not play. 





H-F Sues for Balance 
On Transferred Leases 


Los Angeles, June 13. 

All that Hughes-Franklin The- 
atres Co. received to date for its two 
houses in Pomona, Cal., is $439, ac- 
cording to suit brought by H-F 
against George Feigenbaum and Jo- 
seph Weisman. 

Deal for transfer of the lease and 
exhibition contracts of the Belve- 
dere and Sunkist theatres in Pomona 
called for $1,750 to be paid H-F. 


“Mayfair’s Rént Cut 


Concession of some $40,000 in 
annual rental on the Mayfair, New 
York, has been given 40 RKO by 
Walter Reade, owner of the build- 
ing where the theatre is housed. 

Cut amounts to around 15%, of 
the total annual figure. 
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STRAIGHT PIX HOUSE TALE 


Organists and Vocalists Get Work 
in San Francisco 








San Francisco, June 13. 
While the town is on a stronger 
diet of stage shows than in years, 
F-WC's straight pix houses are go- 
ing: for talent, too) utilizing organs 
and singers to bolster up the cellu- 
loid programs currently holding 

down local grosses. 


At the Paramount spotlight is be- | 
ing dusted off to feature. the house | 


organist, Baron Hartsough, with an 
assisting vocalist. 

Across thé 3 
has Doc Wilson 
the Fox Oakland, 
chanting. 

Other consolists continuing to get 
a buildup are Mel Hertz at Fox El 
Capitan, and Don George at RKO 
Golden Gate. 


in Oakland F-WC 
at the console of 
with Don Smith 


Kids 15¢ at RKO 


All RKO houses excepting those 
in the Broadway area. have been 
ordered to post lowered 
admissions to a 15-cent top. 

Move is new one 
many of the circuit spots there had 
been no children’s price. 
kids were charged the 
mission fees as adults. 


same ad- 


Ex-Unionist, Now Mayor, 


Favors New Haven I. A. 


New Haven, June 13. 

Superior court refused to dissolve 
temporary injunction obtained by 
Arthur Theatres’ Corp. against city 
officials seeking to restrain local 
Arthur theatres from doing busi- 
ness until a specified number of ex- 
perienced men were employed 
backstage at each house, 

Trouble originated when Arthur 
took over Poli circuit from Fox. 
Arthur immediately cut stage 
crews in houses running only pic- 
tures, claiming one man was suffi- 
cient to carry on backstage duties. 
Union officials insisted on two men 
and strike followed. 

City officials, lead by Mayor 
John W. Murphy, attempted to 
force Arthur to employ two men 
having at least ten years’ experi- 
ence locally, which action would 
automatically return union men to 


jobs. Official contention was that 
reduced crew constituted a _ fire 
hazard. 


In court hearing, Arthur stated 
Mayor Murphy, a former agent ofa 


cigarmakers’ local, suggested he em— 


ploy union men if he expected to get 
along locally. Murphy’s claim was 
to effect his only interest was to 
safeguard public. On hearing of 
court decision, Murphy seeks 
amendment to ordinances forcing 
specified number of crew men, 


SORIERO IN ARIZONA 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Tom Soriero, Fox-West Coast’s 
Oakland City manager, appointed 
division manager of Phoenix, which 
includes all Arizona houses. 
Replaces Albert Stetson, who will 
be given another assignment. 
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Hillman’é Revenge 





Los Angeles, June 13. 
Dave Hillman, formerly on 
the Roxy p. and a. staff, who 
was let out when the bankers 
came in, is back on the coast. 
On his way here he mapped 
out a play, ‘Banker’s ~ Man,’ 
based on the influx of financial 
figures into the picture busi- 








children’s | 
; formerly in | 


In these | 


ness. 











RKO MANAGERS HIRE 
OWN STAFFS—NOT N. Y. 


Shift in the duties of several of 
ithe departments on the RKO thea- | 
'tre end was noted the past week. | 
Among those affected are the Per- | 
sonnel division under Major 
Thompson and the purchasing de- 
partment. Although the latter is | 
still the nominal sector controlling 
the purchase of supplies and ma- 
terials, its work is being supervised 
by a new division, 

This new division 
Cost Control. It’s 
| Benline, 
line 











is Known as 
head. is A. J.} 
formerly with, Fox. Ben- | 
is the last word on all costs | 


maintenance. 


In Major Thompson's end, the lat- 
ter’s duties have been cut to where 
; they are mostly limited now to 
union and labor matters. Thomp- 
son at the beginning also was given 
charge of personnel. The personnel 
end, however, has been laid up to 
the men in the field under recent 


ijmen in the field in the localities 
where applicants desire jobs. 

Main idea this way is to permit 
the local managers fuller responsi- 
bility over their theatres and do 
their own hiring of help. That in- 
cludes all help that comes directly 
under a ° manager’s. supervision, 
from assistant manager and down. 

On the same basis appointment of 
house managers is left to the divi- 
sional or district heads. Some ad- 
visory power on the scheme, how- 
ever, is still left with Thompson, 
but that’s mostly statistical. 








Unionists’ Walkout Shut 
2 Houses; 25% Settlement 


Pittsburgh, June 13. 

Walking out when they refused to 
take a salary slash, projectionists in 
Butler, Pa., near here, finally agreed 
to take a 25% wage reduction and 
went back to work a few days ago. 
Downtown houses were closed as a 
result for more than a week. 

The two big sites affected by the 
walk-out were the Butler (WB) and 
the Capitol (Publix). . 





Lawndale, Chi, 100% Film 


Chicago, June 13. 

Lawndale, Yiddish stock house on 
the west side, has gone to straight 
pictures, playing everything  in- 
cluding foreign films. 

House, closed a few weeks ago, 
intended to stay that way for the 
summer but the owners changed 
their minds. Lawndale is backed 
by a group of politicians in town, 
headed by Alderman Jacob M. Ar- 
vey. 





orders. 
Thus employes who formerly} 
came under Thompson's scrutiny 


in applying for positions with the | 
circuit can now apply direct to the | 


eel 


New Chi Film Clause Calls for ~ 


————_ 


AdmishControlled Protection 





Chicago, June 13. 
The long-awaited and hoped-for 
revision of the local picture release | 
system to take care of the shifting 
effect 
The | 
sell- 
that 


admission prices goes into 


with the new selling season. 
majority of the exchanges are 
ing pictures with a contract 
contains a clause calling for auto- 
matic spotting of protection accord- 


The former re-/| 


t 


ing to admissions. 


lease system which established an 


exhibitor in a permanent week of | 
release without taking into consid- 
eration the possible changing of 
admish has been largely done away 
with, : 
Former ‘week of. release’ system | 
is substituted by a ‘price week’ 
code, in which the week of release 
for a house is directly dependent 
upon the price charged. In the for- 
mer schedule an exhib, buying his 
season’s product, would tell an ex- 





on materials, supplies, renewals and | Change that he was going to charge, 


say, 35c and on that ground would 


route. However, after 
had been sealed, 


immediately 


the release 
the contract 
exhib could 


‘with the 


slice the| blance of 
tariff to 15¢c or 10c, and yet the ex-| 


changes were forced to keep the 
house in the week of release named 
in the’ contract. And in this way 
that house at an admish of 15c was 
running ahead of theatres charging 


20c and 25c. 
Exchanges on Own 


While not acting in unison, due to 
that overhanging threat of the 
Sherman anti-trust arrangement, 
the majority of the exchanges have 
this year adopted that clause in the 
contracts, and in nearly all cases 
hearty approval of the 
exhibs. 

Automatic shift clause is looked 
upon locally as the one thing needed 
finally to bring some note of sta- 
bility to a situation which has been 
diseased with cut-rates, two-for- 
ones and grossly stupid price wars. 
While no setup of price releases has 
been made, most .exchanges are 
working on the principle that 30c 
warrants spotting in A-pre-release; 


|25c admish rates a house first week 


15c, 
spots 


week; 
dime 


of release; 20, second 
third week; while the 


be given a release spot high up on| follow in the rear where they can 


do no harm to the theatres which 


the | are attempting to retain some sem- 


order in the exhibition 


business. 
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CECIL 


BETTY 


STEVE 


FANCHON 


PERRY ASKAM 
‘THE DESERT SONG’ 


MALE CHORUS AND ENSEMBLE 
PERSONALLY SELECTED AND TRAINED BY 


STEWART 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
Meeeco 
BOB McCOY 
as “Ali-Ben Ali’’ 
MDe6ec 


as “Susan” 
WDeeemM 


as “Sgt. La Verne” 
Cree 
NOW ON TOUR FOR 


WILLE 


LABBE 


& MARCO 

















(Formerly with Geo. 





JOAN ABBOTT 


Appearing with Willle and Eugene Howard, Rudy Vallee and Ray Bolger 
This Week (June 10), Chieage Theatre, Chicago—Week June 24, Paramount, New York 


White's “‘Scandals”) 

















A TRIBUTE TO MISS FLORENCE ROGGE 


Who in her final week as Ballet Mistress of the Roxy, New York, presented her original conception of Ravel’s “Bolero,” 


which presentation is being held over for a second week 
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ROXY’S FINE BOLERO 


“The Bolero has been done many times on many stages, 
but not until its interpretation at the Roxy this week has its 
mounting excitement been so much as sensed. The Roxy 
performance of Ravel’s savage chant employs no tricks, no 
production stunts save truly understanding lighting. ap 

“Simply, directly, Florence Rogge has sought to depict its 
fierce but restrained passion, its throbbing, slowly crescendo 
theme. Directing the combined forces of the ballet corps and 
the Roxyettes, she has set them to providing variety in dance 
formations for a number whose basic monotonous repetition 
receives here at last the diversity of treatment it demands 
and wartants. 

“With Gomez and Winona, picked out by magenta spots, 


first stating its case on a black stage, it brings on more and 
yet more dancers, all costumed alike in stylized Spanish 
trousers. Sometimes in distinct groups, sometimes blended 
into one, they stomp, rush, and strike attitudes, accenting the 
various figurations of the orchestration, bringing out its color, 
its yearning, its desire as the stage glows with green or red 
or yellow or blue light. 

“It ends all at once, almost too soon, an ecstatic, frenzied 
triumph, a triumph for the. crew, the staff, Gomez and 
Winona, and Miss Rogge. It grips the house from the 
beginning, carrying the audience along to its climax, and the 
prolonged applause when it finishes is the most sincere 
clatter the Roxy has heard in far too long a time.” 


Cecelia Ager. 
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San Francisco, June 13. 


There are,more acts on local pic- 


ture house rostrums this week than 
there have been since talkers. Some 
85 turns are in a campaign de- 


signed to stem the tide of sinking 


grosses, attribute ad to lightweight 


film product. While stage bookings 
currently are hot the movement Is 
giving work t four of the countrys 


remaining dozen m.c.’s; and pressing 
into service a flock of, unionized mu- 
sicians and stage hands. 

Fox-West Coast leads with stage 
shows in three houses, and organist 
and singer in the fourth. Warfield, 
with a locally produced presenta- 
tion, ‘using seven acts; Fox with 
an F&M ‘Idea’ has six specialties; 
naborhood Fox El Capitan has five. 
To kéep up with the pace Fox Para- 
mount has started featuring its or- 
gan, adding a singer for good meas- 
ure. 

RKO using six vaude acts at its 
Orpheum and five specialties in 
presentations’ produced here for its 
Golden Gate. 

Vet M.C.’s 

These five stage shows have four 
m.c.’s all vets. Rube Wolf is back 
at his ace stand, the Warfield. Jay 
Brower is nearing his third year 
at Fox El.Capitan, record local, run. 
Teddy Joyce, formerly of the east, 
is in at the Golden Gate. Walt 
Roesner, though essentially a con- 
cert conductor of late, takes an oc- 
casional flier at m.c/ing at the Fox. 
Claude Sweeten.sticks to conduct- 
ing at the Orpheum. 

Managers are frank to admit the 
present film crop isnt strong 
enough to hold up those sagging 
grosses, and the intakes of previous 
weeks bear mute testimony. Since 
RKO shifted vaude back to its Or- 
pheum, along with a picture, house 
has jumped from an average $5,000 
weekly to around $13,000. RKO’s 
Golden Gate, substituting presenta- 
tions for vaude, has snapped out of 
the doldrums, running several grand 
a week over previous figures. Dur- 
ing past two weeks Warfield was 
saved from disaster by flesh, once 
when KFRC’s Happy Go_ Lucky 
Gang was on stage to support 
‘Strange Love of Molly Louvain’ and 
following week when Wolf returned 
as m.c. while ‘Sinners in the Sun’ 
was film attraction, 

Stage shows at naborhood Fox El 
Capitan has helped house stay out 
of the red for past two and a half 
years. 


No Bonus Wanted 
By Acts; Only Salary 
Or Percentage Left 


Promises of bonuses to acts ac- 
cepting RKO’s salary terms is being 
tried by the booking office as an- 
other means to further cheaper 
talent buys. The gag is that if the 
act draws business, he, she or them 
will receive something extra at the 
end of the week. 

So far those acts approached on 
the bonus idea have spurned the 
proposition. They figure the only 
alternative to straight salary is per- 
centage, if the theatre wants to 
gamble. 

No definite amount is mentioned 
in the bonus offers, which binds 
RKO to no set sum. The acts are 
asked to leave it to RKO’s discre- 
tion. ; 








Thurston’s 50-50 
Chicago, June 13. 

Publix-Great States circuit, con- 
tinuing its special attractions plan 
of booking, has Thurston for two 
weeks in three towns, starting June 
18. Will split a week between 
Springfield and Joliet, but make it 
a seven-day stay at Peoria. 

Thurston is reported plaving these 
spots on a 50-50 basis, 





Columbo and Commish 

Commission suit against Russ Co- 
Jambo has been started in Municipal 
court, New York, by Lou 
through Harry Heckheimer. 
alleges he. was Columbo's agent ina 
eurrent engagement at Woodmans- 
ten Inn. 


&§ at Woodmansten at $2,500, 


Frisco Sees 4 Houses This Wk. with 
Stage Shows in All for B.0. Support 





| Informal Like 


Ben Bernie introduced open- 
ers, a pair of Jacks, (Benny 
and Osterman) from the wings 
at the Palace Sunday aft,- both 
lads'coming out for a bend. 

After Benny microphonically 


referred -to Canada Dry. (Chis 
radio commercial sponsor), 
Osterman commented: ‘TI never 


laid off in front of a micro- 


phone before.’ 








Donets 





NVA FUND ELECTION 


Drive Figures Await Katz’ Return 
For Release 





Directors of the NVA Fund hold 
their annual meeting (Tuesday) in 
|New York, but it is expected to be 
confined to routine, with the figures 
on the last fund drive not yet ready 
for release. Another meeting, at 
which directors will be elected or 
re-elected, is scheduled for June 22. 

Sam Katz’ return fom the Coast 
is awaited for the purpose of releas- 
ing the collection figures. 

Advance estimates remain at 
$200,000, or around $100,000 short 
of what is needed. The charitable 
and social ends of the NVA each 
need around $150,000 yearly to 
operate. 








B&K Cancels Notices 
On 3 De Luxe Theatres; 
Stage Shows Sticking 


Chicago, June 13. 





After issuing notice to musicians 
in all of its deluxe houses except 





Irwin | 
Irwin | 


to take effect next 
and Katz did an 
about-face and recalled the notices. 
Notice had been in for two weeks 


when B&K changed its mind and 
decided on going along with full or- 
chestras. Houses affected were the 
Oriental, downtown, and the Up- 
town and Tivoli in the neighbor- 
hoods. Paradise, another outlying 
deluxer, originally included in the 
order, closed up last week. 


Attitude of the musicians’ union 
would have called for an ultimatum 
that would have pulled the orches- 
tra out of the Chicago, if the 
notices had gone through and the 
other houses went musicless. Be- 
fore leaving for the Coast to’ attend 
the A F of M convention, Jimmy 
Petrillo, union chieftain, left orders 
with his organization to that effcet. 

Behind the B&K move originally 
was a protective measure, in case 
business demanded the ousting of 
the orchestras, and at the same time 
the circuit felt the union would 
come through with a_ reduction. 
Present scale is around $96 a man, 
with B&K understood trying to get 
it down to about $75 per. Union 
has repeatedly refused to do any 
more cutting, claiming the mu- 
scians are now working at a mini- 
mum scale, 

What caused B&K to change its 
mind about the notices is not clearly 
known, but one theory is that the 
anticipated b. o. spurt downtown 
this week had something to do with 
it. Current on the Chicago stage 
| are the Howard Bros., Rudy Vahee, 
| Ray Bolger and Joan Abbott, while 
| the Oriental has the Mills Bros, 

Dennis and an F&M unit. 


Gene 


Heidt with RKO, Frisco 


San Francisco, June 13. 


the Chicago, 
week, Balaban 





| 
| 
| 
| 


|eight weeks, 


Horace Heidt is set with RKO for | 
Band will play either 
here or across the bay in Oakland, 


VAUD ON AND OFF FOR 
CHICAGO’S STATE-LAKE 


RKO’s State-Lake, Chicago, was 
back in vaudeville for about 15 
minutes last week, with the vaude 
never getting as far as the stage. 


The on and off decisions were made 
| Friday morning (10), with a few 
l‘agents among the losers. 





|’ It was decided to revert the State- 

Lake to stage shows June 18 with 
| six or seven acts and a picture at 
50c top. In a few minutes another 
| decision to keep the State strect 
| house in straight films was reached. 
| Meanwhile the «booking office 
| commenced to line up an opening 
bill and had one ‘set before the 
change of mind took place. Several 
agents made long-distance calls at 
day rates tc acts wanted for the 
opening bill. Max Richards phoned 
Thurston § in Louisville. The 
magician accepted. Then Richards 
had to wire the information that 
the date was off. 

State-Lake has been in straight 
pictures for about two years, Its 
profit reached $175,000 in the first 
year and a half, but a loss of $60,- 
000 has been recorded in the last 
six months. 


LIGHT EM UP 
WHEN SHOW'S ON 


RKO’s vaudeville theatres are 
paying oh an average of $150 more 
a month in electric light bills as a 
result of Martin Beck’s orders for 
brightly lighted auditoriums while 
the vaudeville is on. 

Excepting cases where the nature 
of the act disallows audience lights, 
the RKO vaudeville theatres are 
now never in darkness. This is an 
extension of the old belief that a 
well lighted stage is necessary for 
the proper presentment of variety, 
with Beck going. further by lighting 
up the rest of the house as well. 

Beck tried the same thing years 
ago on the Orpheum circuit in the 
west. His contention then, as now, 
was ‘Let them see our beautiful 
theatres.’ 


RADIO WEEK FOR ALL 
RKO VAUDE HOUSES 


A Radio Week during the fall in 
all RKO vaudeville theatres, with 
NBC mutually participating, is up 
for consideration. Idea was re- 
ported suggested by Chester Strat- 
ton, booking office contact between 
the network and vaudeville circuit. 


It is suggested that each RKO 
theatre use a stage show of radio 
acts supplied by the local or near- 
est NBC chain station, with regular 
vaudeville turns filling in if neces- 
sary. ; 

















COMMISH SPLIT 


RKO Agent for Bordon? Letting in 
Artist Bureau 








First instance of a commish split 
between NBC’s artist bureau and a 
franchised RKO agent is occurring 
this week in the Irene Bordoni 
booking for the Palace, Chicago. 

The agency splitting the 5% with 
NBC is the Charlie Morrison office, 
which has been Miss Bordoni’s ex- 
clusive RKO rep in the past. Divi- 
sion is at RKO’s orders and based 
on the singer’s blanket contract for 
radio and stage with the network. 


Palace Keeps in Red 


| RKO’s Palace, New York, slipped 
i|back again last week for $4,700. 








| 
| 
| 





|or possibly dividing the time be- | Gross was $12,500, 


| tween the two cities. 
| Booking is in keeping with pres- 


lent policy of RKO on coast to try 


stage bands in various spots. 





| 
| 
| 


Home Ground Break-in 
New Haven, June 13. 
Rapp 


Barney opens Friday 


(17) 


Palace hasn't seen a profit yet on 
its new four-a-day grind straight 
vaudeville. It’s in the fifth week. 


PERLBERG’S HOPS 
Hollywood, June 13. 
Bill Perlberg’is flying east to- 
morrow (Tuesday), stopping at 





| 
| 


at local Paramount as a break-in Dallas; New Orleans, Chicago, De- 


\for his RKO band act. 


| Rapp using 14 men in addition to, 
Columbo and a band opened May three girl entertainers for 20-min- | 


ute act 


troit, to line up acts. Will not 
rive in New York.until June 27. 

He is making entire trip by 
i plane et 


ar-~ 


Loew Suspends Own Unit Shows: 
Replace with F & M Ideas and Vaud 


——— 





Prudent Sir Harry 





Sir Harry Lauder, upon re- 
ceipt of a nine-cent money 
order in delayed payment for 
one of his autographed pho- 
tographs, remailed the order to 
Martin M. Wagner, to cash 
and hold for him pending his 
American arrival. 











WHITEMAN AT PAR 


Band. Going in Broadway House ‘at 
$8,500 for week 








Paul Whiteman’s orchestra opens 
Friday (17) at the Paramount, New 
York, for one week. Deal was closed 
Saturday through Whiteman’s per- 
sonal manager, Jack Lavin, and 
Borros Morros acting for Publix. 
Salary is $8,500. 


Whiteman will have . Miidred 
Bailey, Jack Fulton, Jr., Red Norvo, 
King’s Jesters, and Red and 
Ramona with him as auxiliary 
talent. Selbys’ dance team, not cer- 
tain. 

Rubinoff, house maestro, will 


probably be shifted to the Para- 
mount, Brooklyn, during the White- 
man week. Band will do a full 45- 
minute presentation doubling over 
from the Biltmore Cascades, 


White ‘Scandals’ Ban 
Forces Last-Minute 


Shift of B&K Show 


Chicago, June 13. 

With evetything set for a replica 
of ‘Scandals’ at the Chicago this 
week, with Rudy Vallee, the 
Howards, Ray Bolger and Joan Ab- 
bott, B&K discovered at the last 
minute that George White refused 
permission for the use of the num- 
bers from his show. 

Publix originally okdyed the num- 
bers, stating it would be squarey 
with White, and sent Boris Petroif 
from New York to put on the show. 

Whole siage show had to be re- 
vised then with a crew working all 
night to get out in time. 

Same show minus the Howards 
moves to the Michigan, Detroit, 
next week for B. & K. 

Latter move to the local Uptown 
but later rejoin the others for the 
Paramount, New York, opening 
June 24, 

Topheavy overhead of the ‘Scan- 
dals’ combination was considered 
too stiff for the Detroit house, 
Howards alone getting $4,000. 








MARCO ON COAST 


Sudden Return From Midwest— 
Jolson-Cantor for Northwest 








Hollywood, June 13. 

Marco returned here unexpectedly 
by plane from Chicago today (Mon- 
day), a week ahead of time. Un- 
derstood the Skourases want fur- 
ther readjustments of prices paid 
for the F-M units. 

Opening days in Segttle and Port- 
land switching July 7 from Satur- 
days to Thursdays. Shows there 
will be strengthened with Al Jolson 
and Eddie Cantor to be booked 
shortly. 


‘lee-Lee’ as Tab 


Los Angeles, June 13. 

Sid Goldtree, producer of the oft 
| pinched ‘Easy for Zee-Zee,’ startled 
local theatre men by offering the 
show as a tab for the picture houses. 

Goldtree says he will book it in- 
dependently if the circuits are too 
| pious. 














Jack Claire Acting 
Jack Claire, 10 years with George 
Choos, vaude producer, as his gen- 
eral manager, has gone back to the 
stage. 
He is in the Neville Fleeson act. 





Diamond Boys Out 


Diamond Boys were forced off the 
|New York Palace bill Sunday (19), 
when Hugh Diamond injured an 
te 

Flash Devils replaced. 





| 





Loew’s will disband its picture 
house unit production department 
July 1, necessitating a change. of 
policy by 13 major theatres in the 
east and middle west. :Affected are 
nine Loew, three Publix and ona 
RKO theatres, comprising, with 
Loew’s Capitol, New York the pres- 
ent Loew unit route of 14 weeks. 

‘After July ist the only Loew 
stage producing will be for the one 
Broadway week at the Capitol, un- 
der Louis K. Sidney. Scrapping of 
the production force and the units 
is described as an economy measure 
for the summer only, with Loew’s 
contemplating resuming on old 
basis in the fall. 

Paradise (Bronx), Valencia (Ja- 
maica) and Jersey City, the unit 
route’s three metropolitan weeks 
following the Capitol, may go into 
a modified vaudeville policy. Balti- 
more and Washington stay in pres- 
entations with Fanchon & Marco 
units replacing the Loew shows. 
The remaining Loew unit towns cut 
down to straight pictures. They are 
Pittsburgh, Columbus, Cleveland 
and Syracuse, 


3 More for F. & M.? 


A gain of three additional weeks 
by F. & M. through Loew’s move 
may result from a decision by Pub- 
lix to take the F. & M. Ideas in 
place of the Loew shows and in 
preference to straight pictures in 
Chicago, Detroit and St. Louis. 

Keith’s, Boston, RKO’s Loew unit 
stand, may revert to vaudeville, 
giving that town two RKO vaude- 
ville spots for the first time in sev- 
eral years, unless RKO changes its 
mind. RKO’s other week there is 
the Memorial. 

Loew’s decision en vaudeville for 
the three met houses is due this 
week. 


BLANCHE SWEET AND 
GILDA GRAY IN UNITS 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Charles Foy and Co. in Fanchon 
& Marco’s ‘Bughouse’ open June 30 
at the Pantages, Hollywood. Gilda 
Gray in ‘Ubangi’ gets under way 
at Loew’s State, L. A., June 24, 
Blanche Sweet’s unit goes into the 
local State July 8. 

W. S. Freethy training a line of 
12 girls in aerial work for Gae Fos- 
ter’s ‘Birthday Party.’ ‘Taj Mahal’ 
will feature Flo Lewis, Pasquale 
Brothers and the O'Connor Family. 


Texas 100% Vaudless 


Dallas, June 13. 
Departure of F&M units from 
Publix-Palace leaves Texas all set 
for another vaudeless summer. 
Palace, lone vaude spot in the 
southwest, reverts to straight picts 
Thursday (16). 


Hines as RKO Traveler 


Bernie J. Hines has been released 
from the Poli Circuit by Harry Ar- 
thur at the request of RKO so that 
Hines may assume a position with 
the latter company as traveling in- 
spector, 

Hines formerly was assistant to 
Herschel Stuart, now with RKO 
when the latter headed Poli for Fox. 
Later Hines served Arthur in the 
same capacity. 

Hines is already engaged on his 
new duties with headquarters in 
New York. 














Mind with Maiter 
Hollywood, June 13. 

When Bill Arms takes out his 
portable talker truck to play the- 
atreless towns, he’ll carry Miss Ce- 
cil, mentalist, and her act. 

Formerly known as Paby 
she is now 21. 


Cecil, 


" RODNEY PANTAGES’ SPILL 


Los Angeles, June 13. 
Rodney Pantages while in a mo- 
torboat race Sunday.at La Jolla, 
Calif., in his ‘Little Shot’ turned 
over and suffered minor bruises. 
CHASE FOR COAST RKO 
Chicago, June 13. 
Chaz Chase has been booked by 
| RKO for the Coast time. 
Comedian closed with ‘Vanities’ 





on the road last week and jumped 
| here, 
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New Low in RKO's Playing Time 
28 Weeks Using Not Over 150 Acts 


RKO’'s New York vaudeville book- 
ing office book is now down to 28 
weeks of playing divided 
‘evenly between the east and west. 
There is room for about 150 
acts a week, lowest on record. 

At the start of the past season, 
jn September, 1931, the RKO vaude- 


time, 


only 








| 


ville: books contained over 60 weeks | 


and 80 or 100 weeks were predicted. 
This biggest drop within any one 
season was cue to an anti-vaude- 
ville trend for lessened operating 
costs by the theatre department. 


Besides the time reductions, sal- 
aries on. the RKO bills will hit an- 
other new bottom through imme- 
diate inauguration of several addi- 
tional cut salaried weeks on the 
short route that remains. 
the general slashing, nine of the 14 
remaining RKO weeks between Chi- 
cago and the Pacific coast become 
25% cuts for all acts. 

The 14 western weeks take about 
20 weeks to play. The nine 25% 
cuts, varying as to location with 
each route, are in addition to the 
regular salary reductions most acts 
now have to make in order to ob- 
tain bookings beyond 
weeks in advance. 





BEN BEYER AWHEEL 


Ben Beyer, comedy cyclist, is go- 


ing to straddle the wheel again. It’s 
the depression. 

Reyer, who achieved considerable 
of a reputation as a cyclist and who 
was the attraction”at Luna Park, 
Coney Island, in the summer of 1903, 
riding down the chutes into the pool 
on a unicycle, left vaudeville some 
years ago to go into the garage busi- 
ness in Brooklyn, where he did very 
well. 

Recently this started to dwindle. 
When business dropped too low Ben 
got out the wheel and started to 
practise in the space where he used 
to park the cars. He announces he 
is as fit as ever and is after an 
opening date in Brooklyn. He 
argues that as a member of the 
Brooklyn Garage Owners Board of 
Trade he can carry his own audi- 
ence anywhere in Kings County. 

Ben's going to hold on to his 
garage, but wants something on the’ 
side. — 


Several Acts in Musical 


Vaude turns slated for ‘Ballyhoo,’ 
Jegit musical Lew Gensler, Norman 
Anthony and George T. Delacorte 
are producing, include Milton 
Charleston, Paul Draper, Priscilla 
Guerney and Jack Stillman, last 
two as a team. Hector’s Dogs is 
another. 

All were placed by Henry Weise 
of the Jenie Jacobs agency. Doro- 
thy Sands, from legit, is tentatively 
set. 

‘Ballyhoo’ is 
Chester Conklin from films. 
lin is now on the Coast. 





also trying to get 
Conk- 





Barred from Own Show 


Louis Loomis, producer of ‘Hot- 
Chot-Chot’ at Werba’s, Brooklyn, 
Was barred out of his own show 
Friday (17) by the. cast and thea- 
tre management for failure to pay 


off salaries. Outfit is a Negro 
troupe. 
When it came time-to pay off, 


Loomis told the cast he was unable 
to pay them because he hac given 
about $125 tc the tenor to bury his 
wife and had no more money left. 

When Loomis tried to get in the 
thertre both the cast and manage- 
ment refused to let him in. 


to see the box-office statement, al- 


Under ; 





one or two! 





| absence, 


AGAIN, ON THE SIDE 


lary together, 


ANOTHER CHANCE 


Hubert Bruised Twice 
Palace But Going Again 


Fritz at 


Despite 
vious engag 
will take another 
Palace, New York, 
June 25. 

Three weeks ago 
withdraw from the Palace bill after 
the second show when he cracke 
his head against a hidden piano. 
Last year he drew a broken ankle 


mishaps his two 

Fritz 

chance 
the 


in 
ements, 


pre- 


at 
week 


Hubert had to 





VAUDE, RADIO 


ACTS SET FOR 
WB SHORTS 


Excepting the change in the cast- 
ing head, Warners’ shorts produc- 
tion staff under Sam Sax at the 
Flatbush studio will remain un- 
changed from last year’s when the 
°32-’33 works start June 20. The 
new casting head is Stuart Stewart 
back at Warners after a year’s 
Meg 


Herman Ruby continues in charge 
of scripts. 

The production schedule calls for 
95 one-reelers and 42 two's. Six 
of the latter, in Technicolor, were 
produced this spring on the Coast, 
balance to be made east. Among 
series by stage singles will be 10 
by Jack Haley, six by Joe Penner 
and four by Ruth Etting. Capt. 
Frank Hawks’ aviation subject, on 
this year’s list, was produced a week 
before his crack-up. 

Radio series and a sports string, 
latter by E. M. Nguman, are on 
the sheet. First of ihe radio shorts | 
will have Kate Smith, Boswell Sis- | 


Hubert 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
} 


‘staff comprises Roy Mack, | 
Alf Goulding and Joe Heneberry. | 





Sat. Nite Specials 





Acts for personal appear- 
ances at the Saturday midnight 
shows at the Palace, New York, 
are being booked in the regular 
manner, through agents in ‘thé 
RKO booking office—but no 
commish. The agent’s pay is 
a pair of tickets, amounting to 

2 if purchased at the box of- 
fice. 

The agents are asked to ask 
their best known acts to ap- 
pear. Those who assent re- 
ceive billing on a blackboard in 
the lobby. All get the billing 
and some do show at the the- 


$14,000 FOR FRIARS IN 
| STAGE DATE AT ROXY 


| 
| —_——— 














Engagement of the Friars at, the | 
| Roxy, New York, is proving more 
satisfactory than anticipated. Based | 
on an indicated gross of $60,000, the | 
| club will benefit by about $7, 000 | 
| without any deductions, while it is a 
lgood break for the members appear- 
ing in the ‘Frolic.’ 
Total share to the club is pom “3 
| the gross, with 2%% off for ad 
| tising. Minimum salary to ‘eae } in 
lthe minstrel first part circle is $75. 
| Spec ialty people there and in the 
|olfo are on percentage with indica- | 
tions shares for the latter will reach | 
| $300 per member or more. Total ad- 
vantage to the Friars and members | 
lis 
| $14,000. 


} 





Mike Donlin’s Act 
Hollywood, June 13. 


| batting around pictures, 
in a new act shortly. 


Being written by Charles Wil- | 
liams. 


will break 





ters, Abe Lyman’s band, Stoopnagle 
and Bud, Sid Gary and Jerry Wald 
jin the cast. For a name band 
series of 138 the George Olsen and 
Jack Denny orchs are set to date. 


first week, one each by Haley and | 


| Penner. 


| No vaudeville acts will be used | 


|this time, same as last year, with 
Warners buying people only and 


providing its own material 


figured to amount to nearly | 


| 
Mike Donlin, ex-Giant who’s been | 


| Work starts with two short in the | 


Beck Reported as 


Set for Present 


Palace Show—No Summer Musical 





DICK POWELL’S PLANS 

| MC. With Long WB Contract and) 

Shifting Around 

Sittapei 

Powell, m.c. at the Stan 
has just signed a long 
screen coritract with WB, 
the Ambassador, St. Louis, 
weeks, starting July 1, 
due on the Coast 


June 13. 
Dick 
who 


ley 

-term 
to 

Six 


goes 
for 


until September 1, 


when he goes into ‘Radio Girl with | 
Bebe Daniels Before that he goes 
to the Mastbaum, Philly, for a fort- 
night beginning Friday (17). 

This is Powell’s last week in 
Pittsburgh, with Stanley reverting 
to straight pictures Friday. His 


Mastbaum engagement will wind up 
his current WB stage contract, 
| which expires July 1. 


./13-PEOPLE ACT 
AT $a0 SALARY : 


A new low of $1.60 per show as the 
average pay for the members of 4 
vaudeville act in a first line theatre 


is being set at the RKO Palace, New | 


week. 
Square 
still 


York, this 
|its Times 
| Palace 


Mostly through 
location, the 
considered the 
| variety theatre of the country, 
spite its change to four-a-day 
performances. 

The players receiving 
average per performance are the 15 
| members Of the Lester Cole singing 
act. It is in the Palace for the 
| week at $450. Minus the usual 
| commish (10%), that’s $405 for the 
| seven days, or $30 each for the cast. 
Palace does four daily and one 
| extra on Saturday nights. 


is 
de- 
in 


the $1.60 


| 
Downes’ Break-in 

Downes, 
‘Our Gang,’ 


| Johnny 
Roach’s 
new act. 

He’s breaking it in.at a hideaway 
— New York. 


is trying out a 





as he is not! 


ace | 


formerly of | 





From Trouping to Headlining 
In 25 Years by York and King 





By Chick York 





York and King are international 
selves as headliners on both sides 


favorites, having established them- 
of the ocean. They are as hugely, 
a goal seldom scored by any 





popular in England as in America, 
professional. 

New York, June 7. 
Editor Variety: 


This, our twenty-fifth 
brings back many 
pleasant memories that might in- 


terest you, especially the part ‘Var- 


iety’ played in bringing us to light | 


and aiding us in our climb to star- | 
dom. 


When we started out ‘Variety’ 
was just a little shaver in short 
pants and we were lucky if we 
could obtain a copy every two 
months or so because we were play- 
ing the tank towns with repertoire 


companies, tabs, medicine shows and | 


showboats. A few years ago we 
made a world tour and whether we 
were in Capetown, South Africa or 


New South Wales we bought our 
weekly ‘Variety’ even though it was 
some late by the time it reached 
| us. 


Loomis | 
says he w , fused permission | 2 Tattler 
mow We Was SVEN resus I =~ |homa, alone—her sister arriving on 


though the show is on a 60-40 basis. | 





‘Frenchmen’ Show Off 
Chicago booking of the Friedland- 
DeMilt 


a regular legit is cold. There's a deal 


on for the show to go into the Steel 
Pier, Atlantic City, instead. 
‘Frenchman’ was supposed to 


open June 19 at the Chi Woods or 
Cohan on a straight legit 
basis with the Shuberts at $2 


. 


Ma joined up with 
Was managing and acting in 1907 
as one of the King Sisters. I re- 
member her well as she hopped off 
in a little town in Qkla- 


the troupe I 


a later train—I was scared to death 


because I had hired a sister team. 
Right from the start I made a 


'grandstand play 


50,000,000 Frenchmen’ tab as | 


' 


rental | 
.00 top. 


and told ma that 
if she was lonesome I would be an 
ideal playmate for her, but she gave 
me that well known icy stare and 
told me -she joined the public h- 
brary in every town we played and 
preferred reading. 
Married on Ma’s $80 

Well, after two years or of 

trouping together we got to kind of 


so 


anniver- | 


like each other. I was spending the 
twenty-five per I got as actor-man- 
ager buying her perfumes, flowers, 
and whatnots. As. soon as I found | 
out she had $80 saved up, I popped 
the question and we became one. 
{In about a year and a half I wired 
home for money and we became 
| three, as True was born. 

Py that time York and King 
were getting pretty well known in 
the mid-west as a good small time 
jact, as ‘Variety’ called us when it 
caught us working at the Old Ma- 


. 





to come east and try our luck. We 
didn’t know a soul in New York. 
Arriving we went to the ‘Variety’ 
office, then located where Loew’s 
State now stands and asked if they 
knew of a good agent for a sure 
fire man and women comedy act. 
One of your boys -aust have been 
on Rosalie Stewart’s payroll for he 
sent us down to the Fitzgerald 
Building to see her. She asked us 
what we did and I told her ‘The 
|}Old Family Tintype.’ She didn’t 
know what I was talking about but 
called the Fox office and got us 
three days at the Folly in Brooklyn 
so she could look at it. 


Told the World 
When we left Rosalie’s office Ma 
turned to me and asked me if I 
was crazy and what was all this 
‘Tintype’ business. I explained that 
I just got a great idea and we were 








jestic theatre in Chicago. As soon | 
as Ma was up and a’rarin’ to go 


| death trails out to.the coast. In one 
of those small burgs in Canada we 
got a wire that True was in bed 
with measles I took the capital and 
bought a ticket for Ma back to St. 
Louis. That left me with just 
enough to eat on for a week, so I 
crabbed a freight to Chicago and 
got a job as a blackface comic with 
a minstrel show, 
better Ma wired me that she was 
ready again and we booked the two 
act on the old Western Vaudeville 
circuit, me doing black and Ma tan. 
It went all right until I got an idea 


of playing the tanks with a tab 
troupe and with the couple of hun- 
dred we saved we started out, and 


inside of a year had the reputation 
through Texas, Oklahoma, Iowa 
Kansas and Louisiana of being the 
best and cleanest show on the cir- 
cuit. We tahbed in town halls in the 
winter and under tents in the 
| summer. 
j About 15 we 


years ago 


we booked one of those famous } 
;}Out some 
| to 
| Album 


When baby was | 


decided | 


going to do a new act. Well the 
i|Folly date was only four days off 
so Ma and me got buzy and dug 


and I went 
and had the 


old costumes 
scenery builder 
made that we were going 
out of. The rest is history. 
clicked and exploited ourselves 
in and year out in ‘Variety,’ 
letting the world know that York 
and King were and 
doing a good the | 
critics said we good | 
act. 
Now 


a 


to come 
We 


year 


working 
at least 
doing a 


alive 
or 
were 


aof 
act, 


Ma and me 
years and we still 
at the Capitol theatre, 
this week and next, 
cover the route lists in 
‘Variety’ we find that 
only woman 
quarter century ago 
cether. 
let’s hope 
as well in the next 25 
did in the past. And thanks 
to ‘Variety’ for all of its kindnesses 
CHICK YORK AND ROSE KING, 
Per: Chick York 


are toge ther 
are 
New York, 
in checking 
this week’s 
we the 
team of a 
still to- 


and 


are 
man and 
of a 
hat we all get 


years 


along 
as we 


+ sical 


25 | 
headlining, | 


again | 


+ 


Max Gordon’s possible summer 
| musical at the RKO Palace, New 
York, appears to have been dis- 
| posed of through Martin Beck’s 
negative to Harold Franklin when 
the subject came up. Beck is re- 
ported to have stated he is content 
with the Palace’s present show of 
10 acts of vaude continuous at $1 
top, and satisfied it will win out. 


Franklin who is the RKO theatre 
said have advocated 
a musical revue try, to be produced 
by Gordon who is the record holder 
of three successive musical smashes 
on Broadway. Scheme on Gordon's 
| part at least was for RKO to put 
up the production backing, around 
$50,000 for a lightly backgrounded 
summer show, with Gordon doing 
everything else for 50% of the net 
if and when. Beck is the circuit’s 
| vaudeville director and a 25% hold- 
| er of Palace stock. His final sayso 
in the matter seems to stand, 
It is.reported the Palace with its 
| current style of continuous straight 
vaudeville has yet failed to disclose 
la profit at the end of any week. 
Gordon, if producing the Palace 
vue, would have placed his con- 
musical talent with the 
The several people under 
| contract to Gordon for that purpose 
|e headed by Clifton Webb and 
' 
| 


operator is to 


| tre sds 
| show. 


Charles Butterworth. An erroneous 
report also joined in Beatrice Lillie. 
If Gordon does not stage for the 
summer, he will probably farm out 
the talent to another producer. As 
reported elsewhere in this issue 
Gordon is now alligned with Para- 
mount, as the head of the company’s 
play dept. New York and as its 
stage producer. The new job per- 
mits Gordon to produce outside, 


in 





Snecial Music for 
Supper Show Only 
May Close Up Vaud 


, Newark, June 13. 
Question of a special pit band to 
play the supper show at Proctor’s, 
local RKO house, may shove that 
house onto a-straight film policy. 
Negotiations now on look unlikely 
of bringing settlement, and the 
house may discontinue vaude as @ 
result for the summer. 











LeBlanc May Sue for 
Hit and Run Arrest 


Fred LeBlanc, ef LeBlanc, Due 
Charme and Ray, was acquitted of 
the charge of leaving the scene of 
an auto accident in a Brooklyn, 


N. ¥. Court June 6. 
LeBlanc was accused by Lewis 
Gold, non-pro, living in Brooklyn, 


of striking his car and driving 
away. LeBlanc was forced to spend 
a whole day in jail. 

LeBlane says he is preparing suit 
against Gold for $10,000 damages 
for false arrest. 





Joe Penner’s Dates 


Pittsburgh, June 13. 

Joe Penner, at the Stanley this 
week, will make three shorts for 
WB at the Brooklyn studio during 
July. 

Penner has a new show in view 
for early August, probably the Phil 
Baker show, negotiations having 
virtually been completed. 








————————————— 


Viennese Girl Here 


Greta Kellar, European music hall 
and revue single, is coming over to 
America for the Dwight Wiman mu- 
in the fall. William Morris 
office is bringing her across. 

Miss Kellar is a Viennese. 


WALDEON-HAERIETT TO F&M 


Chicago, June 13. 
months at the Frolics 








After nine 


cafe, Jack Waldron goes to the 
Coast to open in a Fanchon & 
Marco unit some time in August. 
Mike Marco made the booking per- 
sonally while. going through town 
last week, 

Waldron will revive his former 
act with Miss Hlarriett, who is now 
Mrs. Waldron. They plan a belated - 
honeymeon trip before starting to 
work. ; 
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Showing House 10 Miles from 


Chicago’s Loop, but It’s a Pleasure! 





Chicago, June 9. 

2KO is back with vaude showings 
at the Ritz every Wednesday night. 
It’s a sleeper jump from town, but 
the bookers and agents don’t mind 
the 
a load of acts. 
last summer and are gratetul. 
the Coast 
booked out of here by Bern Bernard 
it’s an added incentive for both 
agents and acts 


They still remember 
With 


be an appreciable increase of acts 
around at this time. 
Break for the Ritz, too, which 


started off with a packed house the 
initial showing night. At 30c top 
there’s plenty of bargain here, what 
with double features and even two- 
for-ones. Flood of the latter last 
week, with most of the ducats out 
for a long time but still being hon- 
ored. This is quite a sizable house, 
around 2,000, and mainly on the 
lower floor. 

First bill, comprising eight turns, 
held more than ordinary interest 
through the presence of Adler 
Bradford, standard adagio act, 
tempting a comedy talk routine. 
Reason is rather peculiar. Team 


,was interested in playing the Coast 


time, but the salary was a hitch, so 
the dancers suggested doing two 
acts for their regular salary, and 
this was the other act. Needless to 
comment on the merits of the idea, 
because that’s probably all it will 
ever be. Adler and Bradford as a 
flance act is probably one of the 
best in the business, and that's 
where they belong. Fay Adler prob- 
ably saw Gracie Allen and others of 
the kind and figured she could do 
it, too, but it had best be forgotten. 

Heller and Riley, another former 
standard picture-house team, proved 
they still remembered their old rou- 
tine, only they colored it up with 
some smut, George Riley is a boy 
with a retentive mind, so perhaps 
it’s not surprising to see him doing 
everybody’s act. Miss Heller is the 
class of the act, her appearance and 
vocalizing as good as ever; but that 
Riley material—ouch! 

Frankie Jaxon, better known in 
local colored circles as ‘Half Pint,’ 
trotted out a seven-piece band be- 
hind him and stayed on the stage 
long enough to put everyone to 

(Continued on page 45) 


10 miles as long as they can get} 


time of five weeks being} 


and there seems to! 


and | 
at- | 
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| $10,500 BUYS ‘WHOOPEE’ 


| Circuit 


Secures All Production 
Rights for Stage 

eee a. 

Deal has been. concluded by RKO 
| with Flo Ziegfeld, William Anthony 
McGuire and Sam Goldwyn, where- 
by RKO acquires the rights to 
musical ‘Whoopee’ for a stage show. 
Price not known but figured some- 
where around $8,000. A separate 
deal for the music of the show has 
been closed by RKO with Walter 
Donaldson and Gus Kahn, for 
around $2,500. 

Original negotiations for the show 
had both RKO and. Loew bidding 
with terms at the time being 
around $40,000 for some four of 
Ziegfeld’s musicals of which 
‘Whoopee’ was one. Out of the 
| group, Loew's took on ‘Rio Rita’ 
now on tour as a tab. 








Hip, Toronto, Dark 


RKO . vaudeville loses another 
week when the Hippodrome, To- 
ronto, darkens June 17 for the 


summer. 

The house is a Shea-Publix part- 
nership proposition, operated by 
Mike Shea. 





RKO GETS WEISS TRIO 


Los Angeles, June 13. 

Bruno Weiss Trio, perch act, 
brought here for the Shrine Circus, 
will remain on the coast for RKO 
dates. 

Act was the only one brought here 
for the Circus, that didn’t return 
east. 





Air Act Set for Loew’s 


Reis and Dunn, on NBC and CBS 
commercials, booked through CBS 
for nine weeks with Loew, begin- 
ning July 9. 

Air team opens at the Triboro, 
Brooklyn. 


| ‘Russian Revels,’ replied the 











*.RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT® 83 
(Week. June ti), Los Angeles, Calif. 


ROSETTE and LUTTMAN 


In “Dance Stories” 
With GRACE & BEATRICE WYLIE 
(Dir. of Max Tishman, Plunkett office) 


DE VITO 
and DENNY 


with 
DOT STEVENS 


in “Lady Harrower's Reception” 
(Direction of Chas, Wilshin) 


LITA GREY 
CHAPLIN 


“The C harming Chantress™ 


Personal Mgt. Nicholas Gyory 
(Booked by Weber-Simon) 











RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 88 
(Week June 18), San Francisco 


THE GENIAL ROTUND 


LARRY. 
R ICH 


with 
CHERI 
“Miss Pert of Paris” 
TOMA GENARO 
South America’s Newest Dancer 
OMMY LONG 
' “The Elongated Express of Comedy” 
AL Ss 





- “Oklahoma's Ambassador” 
. ENGLAND ONG 
The Chinese Helen Kané 
JOE BELL 
“The Voice with a Heart” 
GILBERT LAWRENCE 
and His Snake Hips 


And the 


RICH RHYTHM BAND 


(Direction of Blondell & Mack) 








RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 82 
(Week june 18), Los-Angeles, Calif. 


GLORY E. LEE 
and HARRIS TWINS 


TWO JACKS AND A QUEEN OF PEP 
(Direction of Sam Shannon) 


VIC OLIVER 


Europe's Gift to. America 
with MARGOT CRANGLE 


(Direction of Phil Offin) 


CASS, MACK and OWEN 
“On the Up and Up” 


(Direction of- Sam T!shman) 


Tells You About Women Here, 
There and Everywhere 














RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 86 
(Week june 18), Oakland, Calif. 


The Dark Cloud of Joy 


BILL 
ROBINSON 


“HOT FROM HARLEM” 
. WITH 
JOHN MASON 
PUTNEY DANDRIDGE 
MYRA JOHNSON 
NAOMI PRICE 
FERDIE LEWIS 
JEL! SMITH 
JACKIE YOUNG 


and 


“THE BROWN BUDDIES” 


Chorus of Eighteos 

















Competition 





Chicago, June 13. 
With Rudy Vallee, Howard 
brothers, Ray Bolger and Joan 
Abbott at the Chicago, and the 
Mills Bros., Gene Dennis and 
an F&M unit. at the Oriental 
this week, someone asked an 
RKO booker what the opposi- 
tion was at the Palace. 








booker, and he wasn’t kidding 
either. 


Alternative Tab or 


Vaude for Indies 
In on Percentage 











Tab versions of plays available 
for stock, to travel any route lined 
up among indie theatres, and book- | 
ing of vaudeville on a percentage | 
basis, with an orchestra carried, are 
two new slants by which encourage- 
ment in the use of vaude is being 
sought, Both plans have been 
worked out by Jack Linder, indice 
booker. 

First of stock play tabs to travel 

intact over whatever route is laid 
out, will be of ‘Common Clay.’ It 
goes into the new Peekskill, Peex- 
skill, N. Y., June 22 for two days, 
with Rialto, Poughkeepsie, tenta- 
tive for June 24-25. 
Along with the stock tab plan or 
as a substitute for it, Linder has 
a: bill of five acts, including a flasn, 
on a percentage basis. Booking ar- 
rangements with the theatre will be 
similar to that for film, with a per- 
centage split over a_ stipulated 
figure. 

With each five-act, bill, Linder 
will supply a five-piece band, to 
work as desired by the theatre, 
either in pit or on stage. 
Company lined up for first, ‘Com- 
mon Clay’ includes Valerie Bergere, 
Herbert Warren, Alfred Rogali. 
Edna Butler, Virginia Moray and 
Jack Howard. Mark Linder wiil 
also plays parts in this and succeed- 
ing plays. 


Vande Trial on L. L OX: 
More Vaude in Autumn 


Returning to vaude on a trial 
lately after years of shying from it, 
A. H. Schwartz’ Century circuit on 
Long Island is retaining stage 
shows over the summer in Free- 
port and Huntington, according to 
plans. 

Refusing for a long time to try 
vaude again since Pantages booked 
the house, Schwartz offered Free- 
port on a four weeks’ trial. It’s 
now beyond that, with trial okay. 
Same true of Huntington, with pos- 
sibilities strong for .six or eight 
houses in fall from Schwartz as in 
years back. 

Arthur Fisher is booking the two 
now in vaude, 


100% STAGELESS 


Pittsburgh for First Time Sans 
Presentations 




















Pittsburgh, June 13. 

Pittsburgh for the first time in 
history—barring a musicians’ strike 
last fall—goes 100% stageless Fri- 
day (17) when both the Penn and 
Stanley go straight pictures for the 
summer. Penn drops the Loew 
units while Stanley abandons F-M 
presentations. 

With presentations out, Stanley 
and Penn are reducing their admis- 
sion scales from 60 to 50c. 





Franks Tries Seattle 
Seattle, June 13. 
Al Franks with musical comedy 
company opened Saturday at the 
State (John Danz). He is up from 
Portland where he operated a group 
of houses, playing Kelso, Long- 








view, Portland and a couple of 








(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


Forkins) 





| (Direction of Marty 





F-WC Opposing Radio 
Competition from Its 
Acts, Insists on Plugs 


Los Angeles, June 13, 
Believing that too much talent is 
given away over the air to the 
detriment of the box office, Fox- 
West Coast is going thumbs down 
on all radio broadcasts of perform- 
ers playing its theatres, unless the 


broadcast is directly tied with 
All other 


pearances are taboo. 


up 


the theatre. ether ap- 


Case in point is the broadcasting 
of the Ted Lewis 
Cocoanut Grove during Lewis’ ap- 


pearance at Loew’s State here last 
month from which time the theatre 
received no plug. Band is slated 
to broadcast again from the Grove 
during its return engagement here 
in two weeks. 

This time, circuit will insist that 
the theatre gets as much mention as 
the night spot. 


band from the 


‘MARCUS SHOW AGAIN 
PLAYING FOR RKO) 


The A. B. Marcus show, which 
cost RKO $15,000 in a settlement 
during George Godfrey’s previous 
regime as booking head, is again 
being booked by Godfrey, and direct. 

Around three weeks have |. been 
laid out for the musical tab, with 
its ensuing bookings, if any, to be 
week-to-week. 

Marcus received an RKO blanket 
contract the last time. When God- 
frey departed from the booking of- 
fice RKO found itself obligated to 
Marcus for $30,000 in bookings 
which it couldn’t fulfill. The pro- 
ducer compromised for $15,000 in 
cash, 





Ist B&K. Production 
July 1 with Jessel 


Chicago, June. 13. 

First local production by B—K at 
the Oriental goes in July 1, with 
George Jessel.as' m.c. Jessel was 
slated to open in the same house 
the following week, but was shoved 
ahead in order to get in with the 
new policy. 

Meanwhile a re-assembling of the 
B&K production department, under 
Louis Lipstone, is taking place with 
name attractions being lined up to 
work with Jessel. 








en 


ADMISH CUT NO 
GOOD, SAY 
INDIES 


Suggestions from independent 
bookers supplying their shows that 
they cut admissions are not being 
received favorably by exhibitors. A 
half dozen in the east, with a top of 
75e, urged to either chisel it down 
to 50c or compromise, are sticking 
to the scale levels regardless 


Those which have cut mainly with . 


a view to increasing trade have 
found in majority of instances that 
this isn’t the solution. In this re- 
spect the discovery by independent 
operators is the same as with 
chains, notably Publix, which no 
longer regards admission paring as 
the avenue to business improvement, 

Indies with the high tops, held 
over from the palmy talker days, 
are hopeful of maintaining the scale 
in the thought depression: will soon 
ease to the point where the price is 
justified. 

Indie exhibs are ‘giving bookers 
as an alibi, also, that they are 
geared too high, even in depression 
times, to chance a cut in prices that 
might mean anything at the box 
office. 


Burt’s Indie Chi Book 
Starts with 3 Spots 


Chicago, June 13. 

Glen Burt, former vaude agent 
here, is back in harness. He organ- 
ized the Theatre Booking Offices 
with three theatres so far and is 
out for more. 

These are the Gary, Gary, Ind.; 
Patio, Chicago, and St. Charles, St. 
Charles, Ill Each of the houses 
will play from three to four acts 
on three splits a week. 








Vaud Back at Kenmore? 


Pessibility of vaude going back 
into the Kenmore, RKO house in 
Brooklyn, is being considered. The 
tentative date set is week of July 
9. : 





; , 
EDGAR BERGEN 


“THE OPERATION” 


EN TOUR RKO CIRCUIT 
Dir.: WEBER-SiMON AGENCY 
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BELOVED 


Now At RKO Palace, New York 


(WEEK, JUNE 11) 


SAILING FOR LONDON SHORTLY TO OPEN AT THE PALADIUM IN AUGUST 


Direction PHIL OFFIN 
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Traveling Leads, 
~ Stock Choruses 
New Wheel Hunch 


Syracuse, N. Y., June 13. 


‘BILLY MINSKY, 41, DIES 


Billy Minsky, the most colorful and 
energetic figure in present-day bur- 
lesque, died’ in his Brooklyn home 


June 12. For some time he had been 





AFTER LENGTHY ILLNESS 


| 


»shows_ out of its two princiyal Phil- 
| adelphia 


MASTBAUM, PHILA., DARK 


WB Earle Also Taking Out Vaude 
July 1, But Continuing with Films 


Warners will take the stage 





houses, Mastbaum and 
Earle, July 1, for the summer. Earle 
continues in straight pictures and 


Hope Held Out at Final NVA Show 
That Vande Back Strong in Fall 








Syracuse is wanted as a spoke in}confined with Pagets disease, a ma- N.V.A. shows at the|the artist-attorney, Louis Handin. 


| | Last of the 


the Mastbaum goes dark. 









































































































the burlesque wheel being lined up |lignant condition of the bones. Stanley, Jersey City, one of the clubhouse this season, given Thurs-| Miss Tucker and MeWilliams 
by Charlie Waldron of Boston. Ne- His brother, Herbert, has been | seyen remaining theatres in the | day night (9) with Sophie Tucker | suggested in briet , apenas Rap se 
tations Wi ‘is . wan av, | taking charge of his various inter- | Warner vaude booking office, is on land Bert McWilliams among those|every one hold on in view 0 ne 
nt gotiations with local show men Ss ete: Pefecter t sek basi gota I : kings | @appearing, was accompanied by a| prospects that vaude looked to come 
at underway, plan calling for a i Minsky was born on New York’s 5 ptr i ge! 7 lags nt statement from Henry Chesterfield | back strong this fall, About 606 
ng week with Utica. |East Side, the son of a merchant.| Ritz Eliz: — es lit eae lthat the N.V.A. will remain in the | actors were present. 
A ] Waldron’s idea embraces travel- His first employment was on the old Prawn : -r ae ha | building and the shows resumed in _ —— 
ot | ing principals and permanent cho- | Naas ‘Wearte Wo a? Sak dee Aone | changed to Friday opening last = S * . 
-yses, each house buying the show] carre xs rs ie s yee comings | week, to conform with a similar the fall. Back to Films Only 
ve . 2} . ate ie ane | ecre tary to Henry L. Goldfogle and | change by Skouras’ Liberty. Chesterfield took occasion to Myrtle, Brooklyn, and East Ruth- 
ng outright. Chorus would be paid by | after that joining his father in the | ; Mr) J ' - 
the company rather than the the-| puyildinge business = Pi thank Jack Inglis, who put on erford, N. J., have returned to a 
ith atre. Among other ventures he built 40-odd N.V.A. shows this year, as film for the summer. 
ve Syracuse has two theatres with|the National theatre on Houston| TRIPLE RECORD FOR ees as Charles Root, Bob Stone and| Both booked by Jack Linder. 
lat stages now dark—the Dewitt and/street and Second avenue. When | — - aa 
re- the Syracuse. Latter has been ysed/|no tenant could be found for the CHICK YORK-ROSE KING iy 
ant for stock burlesque in the past. Winter Garden, atop the structure, = 2 
ith he opened it as a picture house. But f. Le | 
no burlesque was gone from the old York and King’s current engage- Re Naa _ YW La i 
as Londen on the Bowery and presently | ment at Loew’s Capitol, New York, .d His ~ : 
nt, } Miner’s Bowery changed to the pro-|marking the 25th anniversary of venga 
eld 5 4 duction of plays in Italian, Yiddish |their stage partnership and 22d cas 33 
ys, and Chinese. year of marriage, is their first date o> Ai 
ale Drew From Uptown off the Keith and RKO time since Fax | a iN — 
2m Minsky decide@ the Bowery still nl erent fi be hg pa tinge / DA, ’ am Ars > ‘ 
pera sa burlesque. Unhampered by | te hag plc at an or another cir- . , 
: the restrictions which had changed |. -,. i. fen . P ee i 
se the old burlesque to tame entertain- Trinny * npenes pael for be ys 8 ont : 4 
a ment, Billy went to the other ex- any or them soew picture hou: : i, 
rat treme and presently was even cre 7- route for them. i, 
verte ing them down from Broadway pt, aa i4 
He formed an alliance with Hur- | ‘VAUDE PULLED OUT OF 
tig & Semon and put burlesque into | 
the Apollo theatre on 125th street. 
He had the Park theatre (now the ‘YONKERS BY AGREEMENT 
FREDDY Cosmopolitan) for a time, but this : 
ts was one of his few bad guesses ee, ‘ - - : ; : : . 
With the death of the organized Loew and RKO both drop vaude- : 
; wheels, Minsky took a dominating | Ville in th-'r Yonkers, N. Y., theatres OOKED SOLID R- K- Oo | 
nt position and about a year ago star- |June 17 for the summer, under an B * 
n- tled the business by moving into| operating agreement between the | REPRESENTATIVES ; 
— Fox, B’klyn the parent on 42d street. His suc- | circuits. ' | R-K-O EUROPEAN LOEW-INDEPENDEN1 } 
cess 1en emboldened him to <« Both houses are five-act splits. | : 
INDEFINITELY the Central theatre on + ty Pa JACK CURTIS LARTIGUE & FISCHER AL GROSSMAN f fi 
d.: . —* 1564 Broadway 39 Avenue des Champs Elysees 160 West 46th St. «<iy9 \f 
a The Central recently closed, but the ? NEW YORK CITY PAR NEW YORK CITY | 
te Republic continues. St. Paul S Combo Week ; 
3e; a a 
cts : | ee 7 : 
JIMMY MYRTLE Vic Meyer Back St. Paul, June 13. L. E. MEREDITH presents 
CONLIN and GLASS New Orleans, June 13. Split week combo programs are f 4 
? T. H. Stevens has resigned as|set for the RKO Orpheum begin- 
+ Enroute RKO manager or the Orpheum, to enter ning week June 24. Intact show the € 
ick a commercial line. | first half and straight vaude the} | : 
in Direetion, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK Succeedec by Victor Meyer, for- | latter half. RKO PALACE, NEW YORK, NOW (Week June 11) 
‘he Palace Theatre Bldg., merly resident manager and now The shows are to be booked from | ed 4 
uly New York City reappointed. the RKO Chicago office. Direction—HUGO MORRIS ; 
8 ine Sanne as ———_____—— a SS — ———— $$ ——__——_—_— — —— EE : 











LONDON DAILIES COMMENTS ON : 
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_ |BILLY# ELSA NEWELL’S| 











THIRD VISIT TO ENGLAND ; 


THE LONDON ‘OBSERVER’ 
“BILLY and ELSA NEWELL, like most American comics, 
know their job. Miss Elsa has a nice line of the hoity-toity, oops- 
nd her burlesque of a ballad singer astride the 
Ivor Brown. 





Bae 


LONDON ‘EVENING NEWS’ 
“Best of all, and new to me, were BILLY & ELSA NEWELL; 
he is neatly clever and she is a real music-hall artist. | laughed 


till I literally cried. ...” J. G. B. deary stuff... .a 


piano is grandly cruel] stuff.” 


‘VARIETY’ 
“BILLY and ELSA NEWELL, on their third trip to England, 


are the laugh standout.” 


THE LONDON ‘STAR’ 
“Billy and Elsa NEWELL present an extraordinarily amusing 
turn, rich in°jest and burlesque.” A. E. Wilson. 


Thanks to JOHN SOUTHERN for London Pavilion dates. 
Thanks to VAL PARNELL for Holborn Empire date. 
os Thanks to SIR OSWALD STOLL for Stoll Circuit dates. 
And to the B. B. C. for broadcasting dates. 
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AMERICA: . 


; PE: 
woot HARRY WARD (MAX GORDON 


\ 1 HENRY SHEREK (REEVES, LAMPORT & SHEREK) OFFICE) 
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| {|  NEWSREELS 


TRANSLUX 
Saturday afternoon’ while 
Morrow maid suicide was hot on 


metropolitan front pages the Trans- 
lux audiences were listening to the 
direct story, right up to the poison- 
ing, from Inspector Walsh. 
was obtained by Pathe evidently the| 
night before with flares used to| 
light up the subject. It was a clean} 
scoop, so far as the newsreel thea-| 
tres are concerned, and one about | 
which no charges of phoney could! 
be made. 

Rockefeller’s wet attitude was also 
observed exclusively at the Luxer.| 
edly posed for all newsreels, took 
the sharpest slap yet made on film | 
or in type against the oil head, when | 
he stated that oil and water will not} 
mix. Another Senator for the wets 
followed with a laudation of the 
swing-over. 

Cleveland hotel fire was another 
Luxer scoop to Paramount's credit. 
The Par crew arrived with some of 
the fire apparatus. It caught smoke 
and the removing of bodies as wel 
as ruins. 

Paramount bought its cameraman 
a ticket on the Graf Zep’s voyage 
from Germany to South America— 
only reel to go for this particular 
trip. Views of Graf en voyage are 
fairly familiar to newsreel patrons 
by this time. 


Pathe followed up newspaper in- 
terviews with General Harboard and 
got him to denounce on the screen 
the purposes of the Bonus Army. 
Other ‘clips on this subject included 
carloads of new arrivals and details 
of the boys buttonholing their con- 
gressmen on the Capitol steps. 


Embassy and Luxer are taking 
turns in reviewing beer plants. This 
week it’s the Luxer’s turn. Para- 
mount gives Pabst and his brewery 
the one-over, with a beer chorus 
thrown in. 

Each year the English Derby is 
supposed to be the exclusive prop- 
tety of one or more of the newsreels, 
according to the story handed down 
by cameramen. But this year, as in 
others, all reels cover it in practical- 
ly the same old way. 

Retirement of McGraw and induc- 
tion of Bill Terry are formal assign- 
ments for all reels. Same is true of 
the politicians’ baseball game in 
Washington; graduations at West 
Point and Annapolis; Rome aerial 
demonstration, and return to Ger- 
many of the DO-X, 

Over in New Jersey Pathe gets 
Senator Barbor to tell Gene Tunney 
that fighting in the Senate is harder 
than in the ring. In another part of 
that state a dog is used as a radio 
receiving set. 

Universal's contributions include 
a clip showing fruit bargains result- 
ing from an Illinois train wreck; 
Norway celebrating Independence 
Day; Detroit trolley conductors 





Subject | 


| 


| ships which went to the rescue of a 


charging kid fares according to 


the| height; Belmont track; Ohio's arm- 


less horse trainer. The program is 
filled out with two short subjects, 


lone of Futter’s ‘Curiosities’ and an- 


other of Bill Commiaesan's 


Sports 
Reviews. a 


ly. 


EMBASSY 
Not only a scoop but one of the 
most exceptional shipwreck views 
presented in the newsreels is to be 


seen at the Embassy this week. 
Other than that, however, there is 
very little to the program, which 


shows a tendency for the 
library material is any criterion. 
F-H boys got aboard one of the 


burning French pleasure boat in the 
Indian Ocean. Life boats, in addi- 
tion to the smoking hulk, are shown 
in action. Several of the survivors 
are also interviewed. 

Honest Dan Daugherty stayed 
home one day last week. As the re- 
sult the program has a clip showing 
what excellent French scholars the 
red building in Amityville houses. 
One of the girls even sings a num- 
ber in the language. 

Aerial acrobats are popular sub- 
jects in the reels these days. Phila- 
delphia stunter working on the rope 
ladder of a plane, however, tops all 
so far. 

Religion comes in for a play in the 
current bill. Field masses are shown 
in Philadelphia and Rumania. 

Piano player who uses mittens on 
the keys was released in a novelty 
short subject months before I'-H 
decided to contact him. 

W. R. Hearst is making a habit 
of using his half of the F-H reel 
every time he wants to get over a 
message. With each camera ap- 
pearance he is improving, however, 
that lens shyness being less appar- 


ent. This t?lme he goes into the tax 
matter. 
Why the Embassy doesn’t call 


Amelia Earhart Putnam by her full 
name instead of just Amelia Putnam 
is beginning to look significant. 
This isn’t the first time the ‘Earhart’ 
has been omitted. At the same time 
there is a report that another reel 
has a financial interest in the recent 
flight which may or may not ac- 
count for the omission. 

Other Embassy clips. include: 
Mayor Walker answering critics 
(which, for the first time, is getting 


but the-acts were aided by mikes 
anyway. 

Club is in on a straight percentage 
arrangement (25%) of the gross. 
The clubhouse could use a good 
week, let alone some of the mem- 
bers. In the opening lyric it’s kid- 
dingly stated the treasury needs 
coin, But that’s not kiddin’. | 

Bige. 


PARAMOUNT, PARIS 


Paris, June 2. 





PANTAGES 


(‘Desert Song’ Tab) 
Hollywood, June 9. 

Costing $5,500 for seven days, 
Fanchon & Marco’s ‘Desert Song’ 
Idea is a matter of speculative 
booking. It will at least jack 
grosses from the rut now optimisti- 
cally known as average, but may 
not completely pay for itself in all 
spots. 

Employing most of the principals 
used in the Macloon-Albertson 





Apart from the Chevalier-Mac- | 
Donald feature, the Paramount bill | 
this week shows the beginning of a| 
strict summer economy policy. The} 
musical overture has been woven| 
into the Mangan stage presentation; 
but audiences get immediately wise 











no reaction in this theatre); polar 
bears; Untermeyer dancers; plug 
for the Hudson River boat line; 


German beard: English children; 
Prince of Wales addressing farmers; 
Holland children at school; army 
cavalry. 

Interview with 
daughter of the 
Morse code is worthwhile. Blind 
boys in Australia playing 
also affords an unusual subject. 
Waly. 


the 82-year-old 
inventor of the 





ROXY 


New York, June 13. 

A double pullmotor that may pro- 
long the lives of the Roxy theatre 
and the Friars Club is at work on 
the Roxy stage this week. It is a 
combination of the Roxy house staff 
ensemble and production work and 
remnants of the last Friars Frolic. 
Latter was a flop on the road but a 
hit as dolled up and presented here. 
The combined entertainments are 
climaxed by Clark Robinson's inter- 
pretation of Ravel's ‘Bolero,’ held 
over from last week. It’s beyond 
all doubt the most stunning and 
thrilling finale ever staged at this 
theatre, which takes in a lot of ter- 
ritory, and deserving of more than 


jump in. They make it that much 
stronger. First part numbers, with 
Jackson and Howard in the middle 
and. Hershfield, Jans, Frisco and 
Flippen on the ends, include songs 
by Brandeis, Miller, Jans, Howard 
and Price, a dance by the Samuels 
boys and flock of endman gags. In- 
troduction is Eddie Miller's cus- 
tomary fine rendition of the club 
song. Latter provides for another 
name on the program—Victor Her- 


nahoheni’ sion. Hot weather setting in doesn’t 


to the fact that both have been com-} 


easiest} pressed, and that they are not get- | 
Senator Sheppard, who has repeat-| way if the bulk of magazine and|ting in full the usual 


Paramount} 
generous bill which has built up the| 
patronage. 

Economy has been cleverly ef- 
fected, beginning with the opening 
of the Chevalier-MacDonald feature, 
which in itself would be an excuse 
for compressing the balance. Also 
the house front has been so deco- 
rated as to give the impression that 
the house, instead of economizing, 
is making a big splash, with Che- 
valier and Miss MacDonald equally 
big. 

Advertising has been ample, and| 
there is no question but that both | 
conditions and season amply justify | 
economies, and preclude the hope of | 
reaching previous high tides. 

Show opens with a newsreel and 
an animated cartoon. ‘This is fol- 
lowed by a sketch by Paul Collins, 
starring Noel-Noel, and ridiculing 
military life. These sketches, made 
by the Joinville studios, are increas- 
ingly popular, and this one gets 
laughs. 


After this comes a combined mu- 
sical and stage presentation. Or- 
chestra has been cut down to about 
25, and acts as a jazz band, playing 
on the stage where a drap in ‘three’ 
looks like a theatre proscenium with 
curtain closed. The orchestra pit is 
brought up to the level of the stage 
and is used as an apron on which 
the dances are produced. The band 
does some jazz numbers from ‘Hal- 
lelujah,’ ‘Rose Marie,’ ‘Show Boat,’ 
etc., with the Tillerettes coming in 
and doing appropriate dances. Be- 
fore the final curtain the drop in 
‘three’ flies, revealing a_ terrace 
where mannequins are posed, and 
where the dancers also retire for the 
final curtain. 

Lightning of presentation is excel- 
lent, including a very effective 
treatment of the orchestra with 
merely faces of the men lighted by 
individual lamps switching as red 
dots while music is continued from 
the sides. Lighting and staging of 
this very simple presentaticn win it 
a good hand, 

After this comes the feature, ‘One 
Hour with You,’ in the French ver- 





help business. Mari. 


EMPIRE, BIRMINGHAM 


Birmingham, June 8. 


After a week’s absence stage 
shows are back at the Empire. This 
week it is a revue called ‘Sun Tan 
Revue,’ a show that has been work- 
ing a number of spots down below 
the Mason-Dixon line. For the 
money customers get their money's 
worth. Cast is made up mostly of 
young kids just starting out into 
a tough racket and their salaries 








bert, its composer. 

Olio section following the minstrel 
first part in the old time way holds 
the regular turns of Jans and 
Whalen, with Danny Dare, who 
staged the I rolic, subbing for the 
team’s regular girl foil in a swell 
piece of burlesque; Frisco and Flip- 
pen. Gus Van also slipped in here. 
Flippen, who's a blackface comic or- 





a fortnight’s existence. 

Friday night’s business much bet- 
ter than the Roxy’s recent average. 
‘Society Girl’ (Fox) as the picture 
made the stage show's drawing abil- 
ity more evident. Latter warrants 
holding over in the event the Friars 
could supply a new set of names, 
with or without a new picture. That 


dinarily, is one of the few in white- 
face in this show. 

Frolic’s standout number, a mock 
ballet with Price doing most of the 
mocking as the flying gal of 


grabbing the type of laughter that 
seldom is heard in the Roxy. 


work 





‘Bolero’ number is worth anybody’s 
second peek, while new leads could 
easily carry the rest of the repeti- 
tion. It would be safer than an- 


bad picture for another bum week at 
the box office. At least the Friars’ 
relatives would show up again. 

All the blackouts, 


skits and 


action in this big house. 


by the gifted Patricia Bow- 
man. 
| Gomez and Winona, tango team; 


six impressionistic 


are used en 
lighting, 


‘Bolero.’ 
staging 


masse in 
dancing, 


It’s! eration. 
built up beautifully with some toe 


male dancers, | 
other so-so show around another,;the ballet corps and the Roxyettes!.. 

In| Dill that really means anything in | 
and vaudeville sense, are headliners. It 


are i: »out next to nothing. This is 
| evident to even the dumbest theatre | 
| patron, : 

| Total in the show runs to about | 
23, including a _ five-piece band 
which travels with the show. Every 
member, from the trap drums up- 
ward, has a specialty, and that’s 
what is commonly known as earning 
one’s money. Some difficulties ex- 
perienced at the Empire due to that 
little two-by-four stage. Another is 
the lighting problem, 


| Nichols found a bankroll. 


coast production several years ago 
and staged by Fanchon in the $3 
manner, this 90-minute musical is 
far superior to the regular F&M 
units. Perry Askam, who built a 
coast reputation in the show is 
starred, supported by Tanzi, in- 
genue; Nennette Vallon, heavy; 
Charles Boyle, comic; Betty Wille, 
soubret; John Merkyl, Kenneth 
Rawley, Robert McCoy, John Wag- 
ner and Earl Askam. There’s a 
line of 12 girls, another six with 
voices and a male chorus of 290. 
Three full sets are augmented by 
painted drops. Costuming is of 
Broadway quality. 

Almost an institution in America, 
and with a score that has survived 
the years with ease, the Schwab & 
Mandel operetta will undoubtedly 
open new territory to F&M. It is 
equipped to play one-night stands 
in legit houses along its regular 
route, and will also *.it picture 
houses where stage shows have 
been just a memory. Askam’s name 
will help it greatly in the west. 

Penalty of good casting and 
worthwhile production is cost, and 
if the show can beat that drawback 
it will have done more for the cause 
of stage shows than anything that 
has come out of the west since Anne 


With ‘Young America’ (Fox) at 
the Pantages business was good. 
Bang. 


MASTBAUM 


Philadelphia, June 13. 

Mary Brian, Ken Murray and 
Lillian Roth are on this week's 
stage bill bolstering ‘Sinners in the 
Sun’ (Par). Rounded out by addi- 
tional Mastbaum features, it all 
makes for a pleasant, unpretentious 
bill, ideal for the summer trade, al- 
though the opening day seemed to 
indicate that business had sim- 
mered down to summer level. 

A pleasant innovation was the 
return to the presentation idea, with 
the orchestra and ballet combining 
for a musical offering. This was 
the rule rather than the exception 
when the house opened, and sug- 
gests itself as a possible arrange- 
ment that would fill the bill rather 
nicely if the heavily featured and 
expensive star acts are ever elimi- 
nated. 

This time ‘The Merry Widow’ is 
played by the orchestra (wearing 
colorful military uniforms) and the 
ensemble is disclosed on ballroom 
set for a brief waltz interlude. 
Dance number by wunfeatured 
couple 

Milton Charles’ turn next for a 
tour of the organ, in which he ex- 
plains its intricacies and plays num- 
bers using many stops and all the 
combinations possible. 

Show opens with orchestra on 
stage behind light screen, and ballet 
in red and white costumes dancing 
to ‘Crazy People. Worthy and 
Thompson, two colored lads, next 
with neat tap dancing, a good act 
that got lots of applause. 

Ken Murray follows, chatter and 
gags woven in with his leading of 
the band and work with stooge. 
Gives a breezy atmosphere to a 
show that would otherwise tenfl to 
be a little slow-paced, and intro- 
duces Mary Brian. Her song and 
comedy skit give her a chance to 
acquit herself gracefully, after 
which she does her dance number 
from ‘Paramount on Parade.’ 

Lillian Roth, stunning in brown 
crepe gown, sings ‘Between Devil | 
and Deep Blue Sea,’ ‘If It Ain't! 
Love’ and ‘Sing, You Sinners.’ 

Ballet works with her for closing 











| things must be taken into consid- 


Economy must be the rule. 
Show opens with a pajama chorus 
by six gals. 
l but lack experience. 
according to sizes. 


South and Jacobs, only act in the 


Not picked 


rhythm it makes previous interpre-|i8 easy to see that they bear the 
Little of the road Frolic remains.| tations of this composition, inclua-| T@SPponsibility for the success of the 


bits| ing the costly one in the last ‘Van- 
were discarded for specialties and| ities,’ take back seats. The Friars) 
There are|in their cowls step in toward the! ®¢t of the usual variety. 
50 chorus men backing up the leads) finish and help fill up a stage that’'s| 


bill, and succeed to a moderate ex- 
tent. Theirs is a blackface minstrel 


Eacr. of the six girls from the 


in and out of the minstrel first part,| already highly populated. The smack) chorus are utilized at various spots 


with many among them that could 


do a pretty good turn themselves. 


has been delivered before 
| rive, 


they 


ar- 
4 It’s the sort of stage number! time on scene shifts. 
- Programmed names for the endman, that carries an audience along with 


and specialty work are Jay C. Flip-| it, intensifying rather than loosen- 


pen, Joe Frisco, Jans and Whalen,!ing its grip, and at the finish making 


in the bill to either amuse or kill 


Russell Day acted as m.c 


\the middle of the show introduced 


With the house seating only a few | 


an' more than a thousand and the ad- 
adagio troupe, was strong here, too,! mish scale four-bits, all of these 


Gals young and pretty, | 


. and in} 


number, which also closes show. 
Ending was a little abrupt, as the 
| line girls seemed ready for another 
| chorus, and Miss Roth made her 
lexit without waiting for a single 
' encore or spot. Waters. 





| 


PARAMOUNT, FRISCO | 
San Francisco, June 8. 
Seeking a means of keeping pace ; 
|with sudden local rise in popular- | 
ity of stage shows Par management | 
| scrubbed the cobwebs off the organ, | 
|polished up the spotlight, grabbed | 
off a singer, and had a neat little | 
interlude for between pictures. | 
| At the console was Baron Hart- | 
sough, who displayed a thorough | 
| knowledge of his technique with 
|‘Slavish Rhapsody,’ doing the clas- | 
isie in fine style. 
Augmenting his offering was Al 


: 3 eer . Tieburg, who failed to impress with 

Harry Hershfield, Eddie Miller, Joe| its auditors feel that they'd like to nf nesce ge wr Pe gy a — two songs in which he imitated Phil 
E. Howard, Georgie Price, Warren| see more. Pe hong y : oe ysis: ms _maybe Harris. Had neither the ability nor 
‘Jackson (interlocutor), Samuels | Hugo Riesenfeld took the baton pba cone an introduction was un- the voice, and like most other out- 
Bros. and Bob Brandeis. Guest stars) for ‘Bolero’ at the evening show, pagan . jand-out uncredited imitators, failed 
are promised daily. Gus Van showed, With Friars in front of his name this, ,Dorethy Francis, a swell-looking |to land. 
up Friday night. Pat Rooney and| week. An overture was billed but) #/") sang a couple of songs and Public address system over which 
Pat 3d are on the program for reg-| not rendered at that performance.| P!l4yed the mandolin, |'Tieburg miked wasn’t so good 
ular numbers but weren't permitted, Orchestra seems to have been cut in Dark floods were intended to lend Greta Garbo in ‘As You Desire 
to double from Loew's State during) half this week, along with the or-'a ‘sun tan effect,’ but  didn’t.! Me’ filled the house fairly well 
this theatre’s opening day. They | « stra ; pit. ’ Stage was extended Brighter lights are the thine for | thou *h business wasn’t up to Gar- 
joined the troupe Saturday about eight feet over the trench to) this house, ag the house is too dark | bo standard A Paramount com- 

Minstrel first part is 100% Friars permit a larger apron Specialties, and small to work well with the !edy and Par news complet 7 the 
until the finale, when the Roxyettes, came closer to the audience thereby,|) weak amperage. Bobbie. ishow. Bo Ie 


PARAMOUNT 


New York, June 10. 

Plenty of smart showmanship in 
this frameup which carries no pro- 
ducer credit on the perfunctory data 
handed to reporters. Lineup hag 
good names in Dr. Rockwell for vig- 
orous comedy, Ethel Merman for a 
class songstress with musical com« 
edy prestige, and Everett Marshall, 
personable production tenor with a 
—e of recent stage successes to 
1elp. 


Last two names might easily go 


wrong on the presentation stage 
but they’re well handled here, 
framed for mass appeal in both 
cases and letting the artistic front 


ride. 

Feature personalities are ingeni. 
ously surrounded with a lot of help- 
ful accessories, line of girls to fill 
the gaps, couple of carloads of 
flashy scenery, and a brisk arrange- 
ment of 50 minutes alternating song, 
dance and patter. 

Opens with the Gale Quadruplets, 
fourgome of willowy girls who do a 
sort of combined song and dance 
m. c., supplying a few lines of 
rhymed introduction to each spe- 
cialty with accompanying song and 
a bit of stepping. Four girls doing 
stimultaneous reading of lines:is al- 
ways stiff and stilted, and it is here, 
but the animated lassies win for- 
giveness by their sprightly manner 
and their animated dancing. 

After their intro the stage goes to 
three or so, the David Bines line 
making an entrance through a trick 
drop at the back for a pretty toe 
ballet drill in novelty manner. Gale 
quartet is back with the news that 
Dr. Rockwell is next, finishing the 
introduction with a tap routine and 
an acrobatic exit. 

Rockwell goes right to it to the 
accompaniment of a burst of circus 
music and nailing attention prompt- 
ly with his aggressive way of shoot- 
ing the gags hard and fast. Trick 
skeleton to illustrate his travesty 
lecture is made of coat hangers for 
ribs, and umbrella frames for legs, 
for good prop comedy. Hoke gags 
and smart cracks keep up a running 
fire of cackling. Scissors bit with 
the prima donna foil is reserved for 
a later installment, this portion be- 
ing mixed routine of talk. 

Miss Merman accompanied by 
twin pianos and working with a 
mike which somehow does nothing 
to enhance her style of song. Bit is 
brief, made up of three selections— 
‘Sing a New Song,’ ‘My Man's Gone,” 
and for the finish ‘I Got Rhythm.’ 
Simplest kind of offering, but spot- 
ted for best effect and done with 
engaging simplicity and absence of 
parade. 

One of those more or less formal 
ballet ensembles worked in. here 
with specialty stepping in front by 
the Dancing Adams and Dr. Rock- 
well clowning from one side. Ballet 
rather blah compared to the earlier 
one. 

Follows the Rockwell-prima donna 
japery and into an unusual finale 
for the presentation type of show. 

Drop is down in ‘one’ and Mare 
shall takes charge after another 
Gale introduction, opening with the 
solo, ‘Without a Soul,’ admirably 
chosen to display his fine, rich voice, 
with full baritone tones and a bril- 
liant tenor. For his second number 
he used ‘Mandalay,’ a much used se- 
lection that began quietly, but built 
to a click with the flambuoyant 
handling he gave it. Air works 
around a variation in song to a 
paraphrase of Kipling’s ‘Boots’ to 
march rhythm, with a transparency 
lighted to reveal a posed line of 
British tommies and behind them a 
vast mass of American doughboys 
(apparently a film effect) swaying 
in marching cadences. Whole thing, 
blended with the inspiring voice of 
the singer, is an exhilirating spec- 
tacle, Second-class art, but first- 
grade showmanship and sets this 
really fine singer apart as also @ 
performer who knows his job. 

As a finish it rang the bell any- 
how and made a welcome variation 
from the Christmas gingerbread tree 
scenic effects that usually terminate 
these Paramount presentations. 

Rubinoff overture compiled «@ 
group of Franz Lehar melodies 
agreeably and melodiously familiar, 
and the Crawfords co-operated later 
in their organlog, ‘Waltz Fantasy,’ 
with several of the Strauss Viennese 
masterpieces, ag- ceable change from 
pops. 

Feature, ‘Merrily We Go to Hell 
(Par), runs nearly an hour and @ 
half, which with 50 minutes of pres- 
entation tightens up the time, leav- 
ing no room for the usual comedy. 
Business at this early Friday even- 
ing performance was excellent. 

Rush. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, June 11. 


Conchita Montenegro, Fox screen 


player who made a small rep for 
herself in the films ‘Never the 
Twain Shall Meet’ and ‘Ciseo Kid,’ 
is featured in F.&M.’s ‘On the 
Riviera’ Idea, current. Although 


this youthful Mex film actress is of 


slight celebritv, she managed @ 
smail reception upon her entrance. 

Miss Montenegro is utilized dur- 
ing the opening scenes of the Idea, 
which are the slowest. She doesn't 
,do much, having but one special 
material song which she puts over 
jin recitation style and a Spanish 
eustanet dance, Both strictly de- 


(Continued on page 33) 
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FOX, BROOKLYN 


(Continued from page 32) 


pend on audience good nature. 

Parisian train terminal scene 
opens with a4 boy warbling and the 
34-line girls out for the usual song 

dance, tepid. Scene acts as an 
gntroduction for Miss Montenegro 
for 2 special number about ‘Con- 
chita Is Going to Paris’ or some- 
thing along such order. 
” Red Donahue and Uno, vet com- 
act with an unsually clever 
ckass, followed and handed out 
quite a number of laughs. Two 
men, one in blackface, who is Red 
Donahue, attempt to make the don- 
key obey their commands, but the 
ass insists upon playing stubborn. 
He kicks, bites, butts, etc, and 
never misses his cue. 

Miss Montenegro’s castanet dance 
followed, framed in front of the line 
of 14 girls, nicely costumed in shim- 
mering affairs. She follows with a 

tomimic bit which she suppos- 
edly did in ‘Never the Twain Shall 
Meet,’ according to her announce- 
ment. Number didn’t call for any 
histrionic ability, but just gave her 
a chance to do some tall hip weav- 
jng, and she proved quite an expert 
coocheuse. 

A smart juggler-monologist, Ed- 
win George, soloed for about seven 
or eight minutes with an amusing 
line of patter which included some 
humorous political comments. Audi- 
ence okayed him big. 

Closing scene, a water tank num- 
ber featuring Lottie Mayer, Jr., and 
diving girls, closed the unit solidly. 
Number is elaborately staged.: A 
brief toe dance by Agnes Knox 
precedes the tank number. Girls 
then waik into the tank with crino- 
line dresses and reappear with 
short clinging dresses. Two addi- 
tional changes are made in similar 
manner until the girls are down to 
brassieres and trunks. Finale has 
Miss Mayer dragged from the tank 
by a rope until about 15 feet in the 
air, when she lets go and executes 
a beautiful dive into the tank. 

Snappy overture by Freddy Mack 
preceded. Ruth King, announced as 
‘radio’s latest sensation,’ was intro- 
duced during the overture for a 
song. 

Fox’s ‘Society Girl’ featured. 
House capacity, with standees rows 
deep during the first vaude show. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 9. 


Sufficient value in the current 
stage and screen entertainment to 
class it as a bargain. Ben Blue is 
back again as m.c., repeating sev- 
eral of the gags he used a fortnight 
ago. Despite the familiar material 
he scores big, and probably will be 
brought again in two weeks. 

Georgie Stoll’s pit band resumes 
its class overtures this week with 
a medley of Rimsky-Korsakoff 
numbers, Effort was well received, 
with Stoll soloing one number on 
the violin. 

Presentation is minus talent, but 
it’s not missed through Blue's 
clowning. Laughs have been few 
on this stage for some time. 

Alphonse Berg trots his model 
draping act out as the only novelty 
on the bill. Blue follows him with 
a draping bit, winding up by having 
the model undressed and the drapes 
on himself. 

Marie La Flohic, control acro- 
batic dancer, scored in a short rou- 
tine. Louise Glen solos a toe dance 
‘n front of the line girls, also doing 
ballet. Inez King, blues singer, war- 
bles one number in a hot lowdown 
voice. 

Blue and his four stooges in Co- 
lonial costume stopped the show 
doing a minuet with four of the 
line girls. Whole show is built for 
laughs and gets the desired results. 
Ed Smith, division manager, stepped 
in and did the staging, and gets 
eredit for finale, a skating number 
with the line girls working behind 
a scrim, while Blue does his skat- 
ing dance in one. 

‘Sinners in the Sun’ (Par) with 
a draw title gave the house its 
best attendance in some months on 
opening day (Thursday). Par 
sound news and screen song com- 
pleted the bill. Call, 

WARFIELD, FRISCO 

San Francisco, June 4. 

Second week of Rube Wolf's re- 
turn as m. c. and business quite a 
few dollars ahead because of Rube, 
who is now on familiar ground. 
This was a Saturday midnight show, 
and that’s a signal for rough-house 
in this burg. 

Locally-produced stage show had 
nothing hot in the way of talent, yet 
landed nicely as a unit, the Rube’s 
¢lowning and band numbers setting 
him in with his*fans. Wolf and 
band contributed a hot number to 
open the show; later there was an- 
Other number with Paul McNally, 
holding over, drawing the spot to 
¢hant a pop tune in nice voice. 

Chavez Sisters did an acceptable 

Panish cape dance, but those cos- 
tumes needed scrubbing. Barbarina 
and Pal, acrobatic gal with a dog, 
did fairly well with a few mild 
tricks. Clifton and Brent got over 
hicely with their hoofing, but when 

came to the gags turned out to be 
6ne of those ‘Literary Digest’ acts— 
¢lippings from all vaudeville 

Rose Valyda singing a straight 





STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, June 10. 

Exastly 125 minutes of stage show 
here with the second annual ‘Pitts- 
burgh on Parade,’ and at that only 
half of the local talent available is 
being used. There’s so much of it 
that Stanley has divided the young- 
sters into A and B units, with each 
working two shows a day. 

It’s a flashy wind-up for pres- 
entations, house going to straight 
pictures next week, but would be 
twice as effective under a shorter 
running time. Customers were get- 
ting pretty restless near the close, 
but how to cut down represents 
something of a problem. Even at 


the opening, there were but two soft | 


spots at the most, 
pretty sure-fire. 

This burg certainly has a classy 
lot of youngsters, ranging from in- 
fants barely able to toddle off the 
stage up to those of ingenue and 
juvenile age. Most of the tots are 
concentrated in the first part of the 
show, a la minstrel fashion, with 
Dick Powell, m. c., doing their in- 
troductions. This section runs 
about three-quarters of an _ hour, 
opening with a male choir singing 
‘Men of Steel’ against an effective 
steel city background and winding 
up with a ‘Pititsburgh on Parade’ 
number set to descriptive lyrics. In 
between, tots of all sizes and de- 
scriptions disport themselves in 
songs and dances, some of them 
stopping the show. 

Latter half of the show has Powell, 
Joe Penner, Wells, Mordecai and 
Taylor, and Sylvia Froos, with some 
of the more talented tots worked in 
for spots between the ‘pros.’ Pen- 
ner, always a favorite around here, 
has a couple of blackouts with 
Powell, does his old violin bit and 
that ‘Then Came the War,’ a hoke 
song identified with this comic, all 
for swell returns. Penner can’t miss 
in Pittsburgh. 


everything else 


Miss Froos (New Acts) 
smooth sailing with her radio rep 
and her smooth delivery. She 


worked in back of a mike through- 


out and registered solidly in all of 


her three numbers. Wells, Mordecai 
and Taylor, hoofing trio, did almost 
the impossible by tying up the pro- 
ceedings with their hot stepping 
after the show had been going close 
to two hours. A let-down was no- 
ticeable prior to their entrance, but 
they sped things right back into 
high-gear again. 

Although it’s Powell's last week 
in Pittsburgh after three years, he 
wisely refrained from making an 
issue of it, merely singing one cho- 
rus of the first song he ever did in 
this city, ‘ll Get By as Long as I] 
Have You,’ and letting it go at that. 
The hand he got left no doubt about 
the way he has sold himself to the 
customers around here. Finale has 
Powell introducing local doubles of 
movie stars, picked by dramatic edi- 
tors in a city-wide contest, with 
those representing Laurel and 
Hardy and Norma Shearer coming 
off first best. 

It’s a pretty pretentious venture 
for such short preparation, this 
‘Pittsburgh on Parade,’ and there’s 
a flock of credits due Marjorie Alton 
and Jerry Mayhall, co-producers, 
and Ruth Miller, who trained the 
choruses. Miss Alton also wrote the 
special lyrics, and good ones, too. 

Picture ‘Young America’ (Fox), 
and they were standing knee-deep 
in the aisles at the opening show. 

Cohen. 


MICHIGAN 


Detroit, June 11. 

Task to build a stage show for 
Dorothy Mackaill must have been 
a tough one, with the results look- 
ing pretty bad. Miss Mackaill tries 
to overcome the faults of most 
screen personalities when appear- 
ing in public by trying to do some- 
thing. Idea is alright, but she does 
what she does in a very wishy- 
washy manner, assisted by three 
gentlemen, who also appear uncer- 
tuin. Nearest thing to entertain- 
ment on this bill is Sammy Lewis 
and Patti Moore. 

Show opens with a girl dancing 
an Oriental number in behind a 
scrim designed to appear like a for- 
tune teller’s crystal. Flash pan ex- 
plosion and the crystal opens to 
bring on the Evans girls in a trick 
scarlet and silver outfit of con- 
trasts. Number done several weeks 
ago at the Fisher, where it got a 
nice hand. 

On second the Bedwins for some 
tumbling and clowning. Only no- 
ticeable feature was one of the lifts 
used here three weeks ago by the 
Carr Bros. Act seems European 
and not seen here before. 

Sammy Lewis and Patti Moore 
on next for the first part of their 
act. Getting started from the first 
gong, theya worked on the audience 
and scored with their clowning, 
dancing and mugging. Act is dif- 
ferent than seen here about two 
years ago. As good or better than 
the old act. Pace would get it 





song in double voice and then clown 
dancing with Rube was the ten- 
strike of the entire frolic. 

Louis Flint, at the organ for a 
community sing, got good results. 
On only for the Saturday midnight 
show, this feature always gets re- 
sults. 

‘Woman in Room 13’ (Fox) 
picture. Medbury ‘Travelaffs’ and 
Hearst newsreel completed. Bock. 


had 


the | 


across even if it were mediocre, 
which it isn’t. Can play anywhere, 
with the gal mugging for the kid- 
dies that don’t understand the talk. 

Evans Girls contribute modern- 
istic hot dance on the style of ‘Body 
and Sou!’ from ‘Tkree’s a Crowd.’ 
Specially lighted and working on a 
special glittering ramp effect, the 
results were very effective, the 
music being the biggest part of its 
effectiveness. Music a medley of 
hot tunes specially arranged by 
Gene Lucas and the arrangement a 
work of art. In this number the 





and more overcome by the music 
| until they fall completely overcome 
by the heat of the music. Lee. 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


i 
} 
| 
Toronto, June 10 
| Line girls in current Imperial 
prez share honors this week with 
| Zelda Santley. Latter is on 
| mangas but, despite a fairly re- 
cent appearance here, has not yet 
built up a following that will burn 
out the cash register bearings. Her 
imitations continue to show im- 
provement and her Zazu Pitts’ bit 
was a standout. Other takeoffs are 
Garbo, Chevalier, Durante and 
Helen Morgan. Works before the 
plush with a pianist. Act registered 
nicely. 
Miss 
opener 
Merry Widow bit. 
black velvet gowns, close-fitting 
black hats with half-veils, and carry 
walking-sticks. Eye-filling lineup 
then into a high-kick routine and 


as m.c. for 
line for a 


acts 
on 


Santley 
and brings 


stick drills, climaxing with phos- 
phorescent snake-effects on dark- 
ened stage. Nice effect. 

Lamont Brothers, acrobatic, with 


one of the pair stepping out for a 
stew bit that was exceptionally well 
done, got over nicely. 
Pigeons trail with chatter of Con- 
rad pleasantly helping the birds 
over the tougher spots. Charming 
little act that pleased young and 
old alike, though there was some 
apprehension when over a score of 
the pidges flew down from the top 
balcony to the stage. 

Full stage garden set for one of 
those musicomedy weddings. Ballet 
in afternoon gowns and droopy hats 
gain are eye-filling. Another high- 
kick routine in slow tempo and 
Merna Fortune out for a contortion- 
ist number as Madeline Schmid 
warbles. Then the comedy rector, 
the march up the long flight of 
stairs with the bride’s rhinestone- 
| studded train sending twinkles all 
over the down-fronters, and a rous- 
ing finale notable for nice costum- 
ing and colorful setting, plus more 
pigeons from the balcony. 

Overture, organ bit, and filler bol- 
ster ‘Tenderfoot’ (FN). McStay. 








FOX, SEATTLE 


Seattle, June 7. 


It's good. Opening stage band 
presentation. Long-dark house. 
Not big. But carries class. Pep, 
speed and bounce. 

Fox is the town’s most homey 
big house. Location is somewhat 
of a hideaway, but at that, better 


spotted than the Paramount the- 
atre, darkened as the Fox lighted. 
Seating is comfy. Stage is roomy. 
So wih the kind of fare offered 
opening week of the new policy, it 
should click, due consideration be- 
ing given the general condition of 
these times. 

Jack Crawford, rotund, jolly and 
bald atop, with a fringe of hair 
nevertheless, is the band master 
and m. of c. Bob West is at the 
organ and succeeded in putting his 
personality right out into the house, 
as he coaxed the audience to take 
part in his show. He 
in inviting ’em to sing, and while 
| the gang was not sold for a time, 
| warmth came gradually and soon 
jthey did okay, as Bob admitted. 
Lots of pep. This boy wili wear. 

Crawford introduces himself as 
| ‘America’s overstuffed’ band leader. 
|He clowned a lot in the first num- 
|ber as a cut-up boy. Paul Tut- 
|mare, known in days gone as fav 
| band soloist, is in this spot with 
ithe ‘Fox Joy Boys.’ Returns 
| showed both of them liked. Craw- 
|ford, steps, sings ‘Old Man River,’ 
and batons effectively. 
30b and Eula Burroff—he big and 
|strong, she cute and sweet, and 
| both dancers, belong. Their second 
l|appearance is a tango that sweeps 
|the gal off her feet and the spec- 
tators, too. 

Solly Sweet could get by even if 
i'she couldn't sing, but she can sing, 
}and so she’s ‘in’ double. The lass 
|indulges some banter with Craw- 
'ford. Cute number is singing at a 
| couple of young blades in the front 
|row, Miss Sweet walking off stage 
|right up to the bashful boys. She 
|does this in an authoritative man- 
jner. Crowd gets a great boot out 
;}of it when she inveigled one of 
jthe youths to sit alongside her on 
{the orchestra rail, climaxing with 
'a couple of kisses on the 
| that left rouge marks to the glee of 
the audience. Her mannerisms add 
jlo the cuteness and she _ sings 
alongside Crawford in a most en- 
_ticing way. Sally will do here for 





| several weeks. 

On the screen ‘Letty Wynton’ 
(M-G), Paramount news shots 
‘featuring Jimmy Walker, and 


‘Scandals’ at B&K Chicago with ; 
Score Out, but a Wow Anyhow 





Chicago, June 10. 





girls dance, gradually getting more | 


the | 


Girls are in long, | 


Conrad's | 


was snappy | 


cheek | 


Show on the Chicago stage this 
| week, with Rudy Vallee, Howard 
| Bros., Ray Bolger and Joan Abbott, 
all from George White's ‘Scandals,’ 
|may be properly termed a pulmotor. 
If this elaborate flash, embodying 
everything a picture house could 
want in entertainment and 
|drag, fails to get a bang-up 
| then the situation is really deplor- 
lable. 

of busi- 
it looked 


| Anyway, from the start 
ness opening day (Friday) 
like the McCoy. With the show 
running 35 minutes late it opened 
| to a packed house up and down and 
|plenty of standees on the outside. 
|Of all the stage presentations B&K 
|has played in recent years, this one 
|cops the prize. Nothing haphazard 
jabout this production. To make 
| sure it would be done right Publix 
|}sent on Boris Petroff, its ace pro- 
|ducer, to do the job and he turned 

a real one. By the time the show 
|brushes up here and gets in six 
days in Detroit it will be ready for 
the Paramount, New York, in ship- 
shape order. 

From the local end the splash of 
publicity and exploitation put on 
by B&K was one of the best. Pub- 
lic probably learned for the first 
|time about the stars from ‘Scan- 
|dals,’ since the White show was 
practically hidden away at the Civic 
opera house out of the Loop. It 
was also a tough task for Petroff 
;to get under way, with the pro- 
;}ducer forced to change the entire 
|show around at the last minute 

word arrived that George 





| when 
| White refused permission fcr, the 
|song numbers from ‘Scanagis.’ 

Best that could be done wes to 
insert the hit tunes from the show 
into the overture and let it go at 
that. Since some of the numbers 
sung by Joan Abbott were her own 
in ‘Scandals’ that stayed in here, 
too. It really didn’t matter what 
numbers were or were not used. 
With Willie Howard breaking the 
audience into convulsions and Bol- 
ger wowing again with his spark- 
ling hoofing and Vallee topping the 
finale nothing else seemed of any 
importance. 





Meat of what was in ‘Scandals’ 
is all here, even to the lineup of 
16 Abbott girls in specially pro- 
duced numbers. With’ effective 


| lighting, new costumes 2nd sets the 
| Show looked as good here as it did 
j}at $3. top. And that’s saying 
;enough. Petroff’s conception of the 
{production was a showmanly one 
all the way and with novel twists. 
Instead of the usual chorus parade 
in the opening it started right off 
with blackouts, showing the princi- 
pals in their dressing rooms, sup- 
posedly rushing to go on but ac- 
tually stalling. That started it off 
with a big laugh, with Bolger trail- 


b.o, | 
week | 


forma. 
stepe- 


ing the ensuing ensemble 
ition by the girls with his first 
‘centric routine, the tango bur- 
llesque. Joan Abbott came next 
|with two numbers that clicked 
heavily. Miss Abbott, stil a 
youngster, is the most promising 
performer to be turned out in many 
a season, She originally stepped 
into Ethel Merman’s spot in ‘Scan- 
|dals’ and readily adapted herself, 
even acquiring a lot of Miss Mer- 
|man’s style and delivery. Properly 
|} handléed, this girl should go far. 

Nothing can be added about 
| Howards that hasn’t already been 
| said, Willie Howard, today, is as 
{topnotch a comedian as can be 
} anywhere, while Eugene is 
right there as the old standby and 


the 


found 


liminary skits the Howards put on 
j} the $2 blackout and stopped every- 
| thing with that one. Bolger again 
;came out, this time with his soft 
| shoe comedy routine, and kept up 
the bowling. This lad is the orig- 
inal dancing fool and no foolin’. 

Rudy Vallee, getting top billing, 
|maintained his popularity with the 
| strongest reception. They started 
ito applaud at the start of his theme 
|music. His first number is alone, 
without the band, in front of the 
mike in the Fleischmann broadcast 
scene, also from ‘Scandals.’ Willie 
| Howard’s gagging here put Vallee 
over solid, an advantage he fol- 
lowed up when closing the show 
with his band in back of him and 
the imitation of Chevalier, a cork- 
ing impression, Finale was a real 
flash, with the girls out in the 
audience and effective lights play- 


probably indispensable to his 
brother through their years of 
working together. First appear- 
ance in a picture house here for 
|the brothers in several years, but 
j ote reception indicated the local 
| memory. After a couple of pre- 
| 

| 





ing up the entire scene for a 
standout. 
Running time of the show was 


over an hour and 10 minutes, some- 
what too long, but probably cor- 
rected later. A good 16 minutes 
could be chopped here and never 
missed. What rough edges the first 
performance showed weren’t im- 
portant enough to make any differ- 
ence. 

Overture, handled by Charles 
Previn, new house conductor, sailed 
over impressively with the ‘Scan- 
dals’ tunes bunched into good ar- 


rangements and interpretation, 
Previn cast aside his over eccen- 
tric batonning of the previous 


week and with much better results. 
In a house like the Chicago a gag 
conductor is really a gag. They’re 
used to high class music here done 
in a class way. 

Newsreels and trailers surround- 
ed the feature, ‘Merrily We Go to 
Hell’ (Par). Span. 





‘Screen Memories,’ featuring Alas- 
ka mining scenes of 1898. 
Band consists of 16 men, all lo- 


cals. Jack deserves credit for real 
work in getting the organization 
to such high musical status so 
quickly. Trepp. 


Golden Gate, Frisco 


San Francisco, June 10. 
Newly-inaugurated presentation 
| policy apparently catching on, ex- 
cellent stage work of Teddy Joyce 
as m.c. helping a lot. Ben Black 
draws credit as producer. 

Talent array for this 60-minute 
frolic highly satisfactory, Bobbe 
Arnst getting the top announce- 
ment—not as a former musicomedy 
player, but as ‘the wife of Johnny 
“Tarzan” Weissmuller.’ Spotted 
near end of the show, Miss Arnst 
started slowly with two songs not 
peddled as strongly as they should 
have been, but built up to a good 
closing with a fast tune, in which 
she did a bit of stepping. 

Show had a production finale that 
meant plenty, as staged by Black. 
Had Fred Scott, encoring ‘Why 
| Darkies Are Born’ with a mixed 
colored chorus in costume on an 
elevated background supporting 
him, and line of girls coming up out 
of the pit for fast hoofing. 
was a neat flash, colorful and ex- 
cellently done. 

Joyce put the stage band through 
a nut number, contributed a skat- 
ing dance and did a fiddle solo, ex- 
hibiting a versatility and willing- 
ness to work that caught the cus- 
tomers’ fancy and encouraged them 
to plenty of applause, 

Hooper and Gatchett, still doing 
the soldier turn with many of the 
| perennial gags, got over solidly. Joe 
Bell, stepping out of the band 
ored ‘Auf Weiderseh’n’ and was 
forced to encore. Nee Wong pleased 








ment, but encored unnecessarily 
June Werth put over a punchy acro 
dance. Darby and Ruddell im- 
pressed with a neat acrobatic turn 
| nicely costumed and well sold. Not 


a dead spot on the whole show,| 


£ 


Whole | 


ten- | 


with pop tunes and uke accompani- | 


Hollywood 


(Continued from page 6) 


sold to pay $22,232 on notes issued 
by the previous owner. Harris color 
lot in Hollywood also foreclosed to 
meet a $45,578 judgment on a note 
given the late Max Handschiegl, 
| process inventor. 








Edwards’ Plaster 

Salary of Cliff Edwards, when 
playing the Paramount, New York, 
was attached by Guggenheim, Un- 
termeyer & Marshall on judgment 
of $3,000 obtained by Roger Mar- 
chetti, attorney for ‘awards in 
property settlement with his wife, 
Irene. 





James Cagney started for the east 
by 1tmotor last week. 


Serkowich West 
Ben Serkowich arrives here. this 
week from New York as division ex- 
ploiter for RKO under Cliff Work 


Will cover territory between Los 
Angeles, Spokane and Salt Lake 
City. 





‘Lancer’ Gathers Dust 
Paramount shelved ‘Lives of a 
Bengal Lancer’ until later in the 


year. Studio sent company to Khy- 
ber Pass, India, last year to photo- 
graph backgrounds. Erle Kenton, 
| who was to direct the studio stuff, 
|}assigned to meg ‘Riddle Me This.’ 


M-G-M plans to star Robert Mont- 
| somery in a motorboat racing story. 
Byron Morgan working out an origi- 
nal story. 








which was outstanding because of 
lack of usual hoofing 

Ann Harding in ‘Westward Pas- 
sage’ (Radio) on screen. A serial 
| ‘Last of Mohicans’ added at mat- 
inees for kids out of school on 
|summer vacation, drawing extra 
| dollars, Pathe news and Aesop's 
Fables rounded out a lengthy show. 
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HAL LE ROY (3) 
Dancing, Talk, Singing 
16 Mins.; One 


Coliseum 
Last in Ziegfeld ‘Follies’ and do- 
ing a number from that show, Hal 


Le Roy is now working with Jackie 
Heller and Doris Groday. Both are 
definite assets to his turn, one that 
should not go begging for time any- 
where there are vaude theatres left. 

Le Roy, an agile hoofer, does not 
depend on that entirely to get 
across. He indulges in some clown- 
ing and talk with Heller and the 
girl, both of whom prop up the act 
with single specialties, Heller ef- 
fectively selling a song and Miss 
Groday getting there with a song 
and dance. 

Le Roy of the gangly twisting 
legmania does a routine on the ec- 
centric buck order from the ‘Fol- 
lies’ and later a soft shoe creation 
of. his own, his assists joining him 
for a finish. 

Act is nicely routined and set up. 
It can’t fail to score anywhere. 

Char. 


NORMA GALLO and PAUL 
TISEN (6) 

Musical, Dancing Flash 

15 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Coliseum 

Norma Gallo takes the place of 
the girl specialist carried by Paul 
Tisen formerly. It was then Paul 
Tisen and orchestra, a string outfit, 
with the specialty dancer as well as 
a tango team. Latter dropped. This 
is a reunion of Gallo and Tisen. 

Gallo-Tisen’s musical-dance flash 
will serve where flash is wanted and 
the money’s right. The act opens 
on the five-piece string outfit, with 
Tisen leading. Miss Gallo’s first 
dance number is an acrobatic rou- 
tine smoothly done. She later does 
an Egyptian number that runs to 
the acrobatic, while for ‘the close 
it’s a. fast high kick. 

In between Tisen does a violin 
solo: standing out in technique. 
Guitarist at one point doubles on 
‘Song of Songs’ vocally, hardly her 
type of number. 

Close five-acter up here, 
over okay. Cc 


going 
har. 





PRESTON SISTERS (3) 
Songs, Dances 
11 Mins.; One 
Warners, L. A. 


What opens as a harmony trio 
of a sweet, demure nature turns 
into a trio of would-be hotcha dan- 
cers after the second number, thus 
nullifying the entire effect created 
by the three good-looking girls on 
their entrance, Girls won the local 
Whiteman auditions and are slated 
to go east in a month. While their 
voice-blending can be improved, 
mainly in arrangements, it and their 
initial appearance are the act’s 
greatest assets. Going into snake 
hips is a mistake along with baring 
the legs for the dancing. 

Middle girl was once known as 
Esther Pressman and did solo dance 
work besides supplying girl lines 
for club dates. Here she does a 
control kick number that is very 
effective, the only bit of hoofing 
that should remain in. First two 
songs, pop numbers, got over much 
better than the following mixture of 
warble and wiggle. 





‘THREE MODERNS’ (9) 
Dancing, Singine 
12 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Acatomy 

Nino-people all-girl song and 
dance attraction, with emphasis on 
the hoofing, only singing at the 
opening by the trio. Mounted with 
taste and staged effectively, the 
work of the trio taking the billing 
as well as that of the ensemble of 
six rounds out a flash which in all 
respects merits consideration. 

Name trio works ahead of the six 
girls and with them, mixing in at 
the finish when ccme of the en- 
semble members step forward for 
specialties. Costumes and numbers 
lean to the impressionistic in living 
up to the billing. A Harlemesque 
routine by the trio, with odd 
touches, very effectively built up 
toward the end as the big punch. 

Over well on closing five-act bill 
Char, 





AL JOHNSON and GIRLS (3) 
Xylophone, Dancing 
11 Mins.; Two (Special) 


Gg. 0. H. 
Mixed xylophone trio, two girl 
members of which double for a 


dance, stripping to tights for that. 
Qualifies as a novelty turn on 
smaller time bills. 

Playing of the xylophones is most 
of the time too noisy to be effective, 
especially in medium-sized houses. 


BILL TELAK (3) 
Comedy 

16 Mins.; One 
Metropolitan, Brooklyn 


Bill Telak, who has appeared in 
various combinations, takes the sole 
billing for a turn with a girl and a} 
nance stooge, Still offers rather a 
formless idea and lays off much of 
the work of the aides, both of whom 
earn their money. 

Opens with the girl, a distinctly 
personable blonde, smartly cos- 
tumed. She plays for an alleged 
song, broken by comedy gags and 
interrupted by the stooge. After 
that it’s mostly knockabout until the 
close, when the girl takes what 
looks to be the final bow in tights, 
which is a tipoff she can be coaxed. 
Doesn't take much coaxing for her 
to go into a so-so tap routine, 

Rowdy comedy is the chief offer- 
ing, and they laughed plenty over 
here, though some of the ,anto gags 
are a bit raw for a family house. 
That goes double for the exposure 
of the stoog’s torso. Too deliberate 
to be funny and not offering any 
other angle. Good rough turn for 
the two spot in houses where they 
are not fastidious, but too unfin- 
ished to glide over sfnoothly. 


GORDON and REED 

Comedy, Singing, Dancing 

17 Mins.; One 

G. O. H. 

Too much talk mounts the run- 
ning time to 17 minutes, at least 
five more than should be done. On 
so long, the dizzy dame stuff is also 
somiewhat overdone in the hands 
of the girl, with man’s impatience 
over it finally ceasing to be a 
novelty. Having punch in spots 
and some surefire gags, act more 
than passes for houses of this 
caliber. Combo of Davey Gordon 
and Ione Reed. ' 

An intentionally lousy imitation 
and singing bit is worked by the 
girl to build up laughs, with man 
following with pops legit. While 
his voice and diction are not first 
rate, he puts much into the selling 


as an applause _ puller. Later, 
through a meg, his voice sounds 
better. 


Spotted next to shut on a four- 
acter here and over okay. Char, 


RUSSELL, MARCONI and JERRY 


(3) 
Comedy, Dancing, Musical 
12 Mins.; One 
Academy 


Russell and Marconi as a team 
have been together many years, one 
with the violin the other the ac- 
cordian and using both mainly as 
@ means toward a laugh. In Jerry 
for a trio setup, they’ve added a 
girl who mixes good-naturedly into 
the clowning, does a dance specialty 
and plays both the accordian and 
guitar. 

Routine along conventional lines, 
with material hitting with enough 
accuracy to insure trio’s chances 
most anywhere of getting across 


okay. 
Did pretty well down here 
Thursday night. Char. 


REGGIE BOYD and GIRLS (6) 
Dance Flash 
10 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Enough talent and dress to this 
six-people dance flash to entitle it 
to booking in better type theatres. 
Reggie Boyd, all-around dancer, is 
assisted by five girls, four of whom 
work as sister teams, the other as 
a single. 

Act is well staged and routined, 
carrying special scenery and cos- 
tumes that gives it a touch not 
usually associated with the small- 
time. Boyd opens with one sis 
team in a trio dance, then does an 
acrobatic number with the other 
combination, introed as Barbara 
Sisters. They top in quality of 
their work the numbers of the 
other twain. 

Eve Lynn is the single and fair 
in an American Indian single about 
the middle and a toe specialty far- 
ther down. Boyd at one point works 
alone, turning in a neat soft shoe 
acrobatic dance. Char, 


THREE LITTLE SACHS 
Crooners 

12 Mins.; One 

Orpheum, N. Y. 

Three men who work before a 
dummy mike in radio style, grouped 
at a piano. Nice looking and well 
costumed. Mostly crooning with 
burlesque on announcing and the 
crossed channel stuff in which a 
morning exercise broadcast gets 
mixed with a cooking session. 

This was funny when Bell in- 
vented the telephone and the wires 
were supposed to be crossed. Still 





On top of the fairish sister team 
dance number, the girls return to 
their xylos for a medley close, man 


staying at his pounding bench 
throughout. 
Opened here to fair reception. 


Char, 





funny to most audiences inspite of 
the. almost continuous use of the 
idea. Good for a big laugh here and 
|nicely handled. Voices blend well, 
and general effect is excellent. 

Useful neat act for most bills if 
inot too far dewa, 


PALACE 


Grabbing a half-way decent lay- 
out when 10% of the bill eats up 
70% of the salary budget was the 
task glaring the booker in the phiz 
this week. The ‘must’ act was Ben 
Bernie’s band at $6,500, penciled in 
quite a while ago; leaving plenty of 
wide-open spaces and not much 
scratch to fill ’em with. As usual 
in such cases, most of the current 
show is in one spot. Balance is 
rather lightly populated between 
the opener and Bernie, No. 7, and 
the same goes for the two acts fol- 
lowing and closing. 

There are 10 acts on the boards 
outside and in the newspaper ads, 
but only nine on the stage. The 
billed 10th is Pat Kennedy, vocal 
soloist with the Bernie band. They 
even have a special time allotted to 
Kennedy on the clock board out 
front to make it look good, although 


Kennedy is on all through the Ber- 
nie turn, 


Such comedy as jis scattered along 
the way isn’t very strong, but com- 
edy just the same, and that more 
than anything else aided the show 
to battle its general financial short- 
age. In looking for buys with a 
short poke, the booker apparently 
had comedy chiefly in mind. About 
five of the nine acts try for laughs 
and, while few came from deep 
down, there were enough giggles 
Saturday afternoon to cover things 
up. 

Harry Savoy takes the first crack 
at the funny bones, ’way up in the 
fourth spot, and he was welcome 
from the start. Around for a long 
while as Savoy and Mann, and 
probably never pefore in the Pal- 
ace, Savoy might still be vainly try- 
ing to crash in had not the change 
to four-a-day taken place. It’s not 
that Savoy wouldn’t have made 
good at $2, just as well as he’s doing 
this week, but that the nervous 
Palace bookers might not have 
risked the experiment. 

Savoy’s boob delivery is refresh- 
ing at this theatre, where strictly 
sophisticated clowning has_ been 
alone on the menu lately. It may 
take Savoy half the week to learn 
that, although it’s now four daily, 
it’s still Broadway, and his tend- 
ency to milk the ladies and gentle- 
men drier than Pussyfoot Johnson 
mitigates against him. He used 17 
minutes at the opener and had to 
recover from stumbles quite fre- 
quently. A five-minute slash would 
make him a cinch, The unbilled 
lady who does the pitching has a 
change of pace and plenty of con- 
trol. 


Toto followed and also bagged a 
few laughs, but below his own par. 
That Toto is still Toto is guarantee 
enough against floppage, but the 
contortionistic clown’s surroundings 
this time are not so good. He has 
had much better settings in the past 
for his individual work. 


Comedy vein continues in the 
sixth spot, filled by Jane and Kath- 
erine Lee, about the most pleasant 
surprise of the afternoon. Beyond 
their names and the occasional 
lapses into goody-goody character 
by Katherine, these are far from 
the same kids that the present 
younger generation remembers as 
picture stars. The blonde Jane is 
now a first-rate femme comic, and 
the auburn-haired Katherine a 
peachy straight. They were the 
first show’s first smackerino. 


In between the opener, Lester 
Cole and Co., and the Bernie Band, 
the five spots contain only 12 peo- 
ple. Without the opener, a buy at 
$450 for 15 singing men, the setup 
would have been mostly a flock of 
teams. The Cole act comes from 
radio and has been around in vaude- 
ville for a short time. Only the 
well-filled stage saved the singing 
in its cold opening and brought it 
into scoring position. Cole is a 
peppy leader for a full-voiced male 
chorus, and the turn on the whole 
very satisfying for 15 minutes. 
Later spotting would be a lot more 
beneficial. 


Bill goes standard with Snoozer, 
Jr., canine deucer, and Kitty Doner, 
in her eccentric dancing, No. 3%. 
Later on and next to closing are 
the Diamond Boys, perhaps the 
most reliable of all the frequent 
Palace repeaters and the only act 
on this bill that could have followed 
the Bernie band. James Edwards, 
pedal juggler and also standard, 
closes, 


Bernie and the boys were hot 
throughout their 26 minutes in a 
straight band turn. No specialties, 
unless the vocal interludes by Ken- 
nedy and another boy, neither of 
whom plays an instrument, could be 
classed as_ such. The maestro’s 
chatter through a mike was special- 
izing enough for any band act. Stale 
or topical, old or new, the gags 
were glazed with the Bernie finish 
and all sold out. Music isn't a small 
part of the act, either. 


But for $6,500 they could have 
provided a suitable mounting for 
the band. It’s on a bandstand be- 
fore a cheesey looking set of drapes 
and square in the center hangs the 
trademark of the radio commercial 
Sponsor of the band. An old-time 





olio with the Greek restaurant and 





Chink laundry plugs would have 
looked better. 
As usual the bill played more 
than half-way before an audience 
showed up. At the finish they were 
standing in the rear. That’s hap- 
pened every Saturday afternoon so 
far. The trouble is that every day 
hasn’t been Saturday, Bige, 


STATE 


Cab Calloway’s band is the front 
of the show this week and heading 
a set of five acts which go together 
nicely. Business excellent Saturday 
afternoon, but thin on the supper 
swing, though just as enthusastic. 
All standard stuff, well blended. 


Monroe and Grant open with five 
minutes on the trampoline, It’s the 
same turn, including the comedy 
truck, they have done since 1912. 
They work quickly and with sure- 
ness, each taking half a dozen turns 
on the table and then off without 
annoying the customers with at- 
temps at comedy. Only five min- 
utes, but four of those hard work. 
The other minute is the introduction 
of the trick truck which serves as 
the frame for the canvas. The 
crowd seemed to like them, but for- 
got to applaud. 


Donovan Girls and Bishop get sec- 
ond chance and managed to get the 
crowd warming up. They give the 
impression they could get better re- 
sults with a change of style, but the 
people like what they have, It’s a 
sight as well as sound act with both 
girls very easy on the optics. 


Novelle Bros. are third with the 
musical clowning and bird courtship 
that is a family heirloom. It does 
not seem to age, though many in the 
audience probably know the turn by 
heart. 


Lester Allen and Peggy Hoover 
did not fare as well here as they did 
uptown. Allen managed to get them 
taking notice with his mock ballad, 
and the last dance went over to a 
satisfactory bow. 


Part of the trouble seemed to be 
that they were waiting for Calloway 
and nothing else mattered much. 
Annunciator was slow in changing 
and Calloway got a hand before his 
number was posted. After that he 
kept on getting applause. Collected 
strongly on three songs, including 
‘Minnie the Moocher’s Wedding 
Day,’ and the band backgrounded 
him nicely. Pete, Peaches and 
Duke, in unison dancing and a chal- 
lenge, mopped, and a comedy dance 
duo also scored. And yet, after all 
the excitement, they let Calloway off 
without an encore when the curtains 
closed in. Took 25 minutes, but 
probably doing more when the house 
is filled. 

Film program is headed by ‘Night 
Court’ (Metro) and includes ‘You're 
Telling Me,’ a Boy Friends short, 
and the newsreel. 


WARNERS, L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 9. 


Current bill at this downtown 
house is all youth. While-in many 
spots routining is rough and gags 
are childish, entire lineup presents 
a refreshing aspect of young per- 
formers on the upgrade, rather than 
the reverse. 

Burton Sisters and Duke and 
Duke opened brightly. Four girls 
form a band with a male pianist. 
Their modest flash offering has lit- 
tle pretense, yet gets across by its 
lightness and pep. Girls opened at 
a Signal Hill tent show Sunday (5) 
for the summer, but broke off that 
engagement to play a week here. 
Duke and Duke are the regulation 
male tappists. 

Deuce spot was held down capa- 
bly by Takayama, Japanese top 
spinner and juggler, whose: seven 
minutes of toy twirling offered a 
pleasing novelty, well received. 

Preston Sisters (New Acts), an- 
nounced as the winners of the local 
Whiteman talent contest, are not 
hep enough to showmanship to fol- 
low through their first impression. 
Did mildly well with present rou- 
tine, Esther Preston working in gag 
bits with Morrie Amsterdam, m.c., 
now in his third week. 

Dunn and Todd are overlong in 
getting to the man’s uke playing, 
toying with sappy gags. Much bet- 
ter if in half. Dumb girl could go 
a lot farther with better material. 

Another act that almost talked 
itself out of favor was Marvin Jen- 
son, a class buck-and-winger who 
cleaned up with his work on a nar- 
row rail. Has no business trying to 
be a comic, since his hoofing will 
carry him well enough. 

Amsterdam's specialty consisted 
of a couple half-effective blackouts 
and a ‘cello solo of a show tune. 
Act introductions were alright, 
Closing, tie Three Rolling Stones 
are doing their same knockabout 
comedy even unto the face-slapping 
bit and finishing with their slow- 
motion fight. Act is really three 
well-dress freelance stooges 

Except for a control fan kick 
number by Esther Preston, dancing 
was ali tap work, with everyone 
using the tacit walkoff that was 
considered class several years ago. 
Running an hour and 20 minutes, 
this could be cut by 15 minutes to 
a good, speedy show. Routined well 
enough and a great theatre buy at 
$800. House solid downstairs open- 
ing show, 
(Wi) 
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PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, June 11. 

Life is a dizzy whirl for the vaude 
patrons at this spot. They formerly 
used to count five acts before they 
started to walk. Then they started 
the shift system here, and audiences 
sit on the edge of their chairs try. 
ing to figure out when it’s time to 
leave. Four acts, to five acts, then 
seven acts, then back to five acts, 
and currently the shift goes in again 
with six acts on the stage. They 
started to walk here at the finish of 
the fifth act, so that Medley anda 
Dupree, who delivered one of the 
better okes of the day, opened to a 
number of backs. 

They’re starting the first show 
much later now, with only four 
shows on the Saturday grind in- 
stead of five. At the finish of the 
show in mid-afternoon the house 
was just beginning to fill down- 
stairs, after the opening four turns 
had played to a sadly empty theatre. 

Somewhere there’s a line about 
quality and quantity. At the two 
big competitive spots in town this 
week there are the Mills Bros. at 
the Oriental, and a show headed by 
Rudy Vallee, Willie and Eugene 
Howard, Joan Abbott and Ray Bol- 
ger at the Chicago; and both houses 
draw the pick of flicker product lo- 
cally,..It then sums up as a three- 
cornered battle for the patronage. 
Has. :the public made its choice? 
Well, both the Chicago and the Ori- 
ental started out to excellent trade 
yesterday (10), the Oriental with a 
lobby hold-out, the Chicago with a 
full 'main- floor. At this spot there 
was vacancy, row on row, for its 
week-end getaway. Things like that 
don't just happen; somewhere there 
must be a reason. 

This show wasted much time in 
getting started, the two opening 
turns sending the afternoon away 
with an unhealthy dullness, which 
the subsequent acts had a tough 
time in overcoming. In the first 
slug was Feodor Maybaum and his 
‘Russian Revels.’ There were hock 
steps and hock steps and hock steps. 
They, played all the familiar Rus- 
sian music over again. There are 
13 people in this act; a seven-piece 
orchestra, a couple of femme violin- 
ists who mean nothing, Maybaum 
who doesn’t do anything but wave 
his arms and salute, a couple of spe- 
cialty gals who have nothing new, 
and an added attraction, a hock- 
stepper who tosses off additional 
hock steps. Supposed sock of the 
turn was a dance by femme in silver 
paint. It didn’t excite this audience. 

In the deuce the King Bros. and 
Cully are trying to do a knockabout 
comedy turn. The knockabout is 
there, but the comedy isn’t. They're 
evidently three hoofers who are 
learning to talk. From the short 
snatches of legwork it appears that 
everybody would be happier if they 
stuck to the hoof. Queenie Smith 
and Harry Puck are maniging to get 
by here strictly on their personality 
and showmanship. Their material 
is falling apart from weakness, but 
by neat performances they are able 
to inject scme pleasantness into the 
song-and-dance minutes. They 
should spend a few hours hunting 
up a routine better built. 

Surprise of the afternoon was the 
Hobart Bosworth reception. Not 
heavily billed as a sub-headliner, he 
drew the real reception of the after- 
noon. Bosworth at least brings @ 
new idea to the personal appearance 
angle. He worked strictly on the 
sentimental theme and brought forth 
the first sock of the show. He's do- 
ing a lecture on slides. The slides 
are photos of the picture indusiry, 
running as far back as 1909. It’s 
rather interesting stuff, though run- 
ning too long and sadly lacking on 
the real laughs. 

3ut Bosworth is not too anxious 
to get ’em to laugh; he’s stricily of 
the homey type here. He gets a re- 
action to his white hair, to the tale 
of his struggle against T. B. and 
poverty in his early days, and closes 
with an exhortation to the audience 
to stick and slug. It’s old stuff, but 
Bosworth handled it cleanly. Even 
the bringing on of his wife and his 
dog were managed with a deft mitt. 
Perhaps stuff like this won’t connect 
with the wise mob, but for the reg- 
ular family trade this act was fitted. 
At this afternoon show they cot- 
toned to the turn from the hop-off. 

Irene Bordoni sang three songs 
and called it an act. It wasn't 
strong enough to repay for the 
headline position. Closes with an 
impression of Chevalier as_ the 
strong bit of the act, but it didn’t 
hold up as well as expected. Medley 
and Dupree reallv woke this audi- 
ence up with their old hoke turn. 
They've added a stooge to the run- 
ning, but he doesn’t interfere with 
the regular clowning. After aill, 
that fall-apart phonograph is still 
the best stooge for this turn. 

‘Race Track’ (Tiff) feature. 

Gold. 


G. O. H. 


Now and then this 
vaudfilm grind varies its program, 
putting in a couple features and 
cutting the vaude show down from 
usual five acts. This half, with two 
Columbias on screen, ‘No Greater 
Love’ and ‘Behind the Mask,’ it 
trims its vaude to four acts. 

At the 25c top afternoons, includ- 
ing Saturdays, and 35c nights, it’s a 
lot for the money. Four-acter at 
hand includes a nice flash, a novelty 
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Feature, ‘Fwo Seconds’ 


«Continued on page 64) 
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Sex Spielers in Chi Are Whispering 
Annual Tip on Necking Niceties 


TEMES SQUARE 








A 











Chicago, June 13. 

June is the month of love. 
marriage bureaus are swamped with 
biz. And in June the sex lecturers 
start doing some business, after a 
long winter layoff. 
In this town summer is never | 
really on its way until the quaint | 
love-life keynoters, with their bevy 


of dainty maids, direct from the 
burlesque chorus, set up shop in 

7 ' 
some untenanted theatre. Theatre | 


biz being what it usually is in June, | 
that’s the only month these sexers 
can crash into any regular house. 

Chicago usually rates four or five 
of these ‘secrets about sex’ divul- 
gers. This year there’s some talk 
about a depression, so that the town 
will have to be satisfied with one. 

One spot operating at present is 
the Loop-End, At the Garrick 
things are darker. Afcer having | 
spent much coin in exploitation and | 
the building of a gaudy and sexy | 
front, the house remains shuttered | 
because the gendarmes are hesitat- | 
ing about coming through with | 
their official nod. 





But the front- 
designers should be happy, for that 
‘Love and Desire’ lobby itself is 
getting a nice play from the male 
gawking trade for those hot-cha 
posters. 

Formula Routine 

At the Loop-Find the oldtime 
formula remains a winner. For 35 
cents the house is offering the love- 
questioners an old Willis Kent 
flicker, ‘Primrose Path,’ which has 
only just gotten by with an ‘adults 
only’ permit after having been 
banned by the censors for some 
time; while on the stage are a 
couple of sex expiainers and eight 
ladies in bathing suits. 

Of course, the real coin in this 
setup is still from the sale of the 
books. Current paper-back is dis- 
tinctively titled ‘Cyclopedia of Sex,’ 
and though stamped to $1 per copy, 
the big-hearted gent is letting the 
thirsters-after-knowledge stow it 
into their pockets at 50 cents, prac- 
tically a loss. 

Much effort this year to play up 
the under-cover attitude. The au- 
dience is taken into the lecturer's 
confidence as he tells ’em that the 
coppers may come a-running any 
minute and haul him off to the 
hoosegow. But he'll keep on fight- 
ing the blue-noses who are trying 
to prevent him from _ proceeding 
with his enlightening work. He 
hasn't made much money; but, ah, 
well, he’s still determined to carry 





MARRIAGES 


Lillian Lowe to Murray Rann, 
June 12 in New York. Both are 
in ‘Variety's’ New York office. 

Murial Elizabeth Dove, nonpro, to 
Frank Lackteen, Universal serial 
player, June 5, in Los Angeles. 

Frederick Wile and Rita Halle, 
non-pro, June 11, at Pound Ridge, 
New York. Bridegroom is with 
CBS’ publicity department. 

Mrs. Isabelle Lynds Major to Wil- 
liam Farnum, in Santa Barbara, 
Cal., June 8. 

Mary Catherin Hoffman (Mary 
York), radio singer, to Raymond 
Paige, orchestra leader at KHJ, Los 
Angeles, July 11 in L. A. 

Fern Bilberback and L. W. Ar- 


The masses. 


the toreh of knowledge to the 


After the bookseller comes an- 
other spieler; this one is the ‘psy- 
chologist.’ He’s thought up a flock 
of fancy monikers to label each of 
his eight (and not-bad, either) 
frails who parade solemnly in green 
swim outfits. That bathing suit gag 
is a noticeable letdown for the 
muges who expected something hot- 
ter after that ‘men only’ warning. 
But asthe lecturer quickly squawks, 
‘If any of you men came in here 
expecting to see anything dirty, 
you’re going to be sadly mistaken. 
You’re spent your money for noth- 
ing, and you're not going to get it 
back.’ 

Since there's no refund the boys 
in the audience lean back at the 
crack and sit for 30 minutes very 
quietly, except for occasional ex- 
pectorations and match-borrowing, 
while the lecturer calls one gal the 
type that'll make a swell mother, 
the other that will make a not-so- 
good one, There's the would-be 
pants-wearer, the dance-all-night 
femme, the glad-hand gal, etc.; all 
old and regulation stuff, which this 
audience has been hearing regularly 
each time June rolls around. But 
at the close, in spite of the panning 
he’s giving some of the gals, the 
lecturer, with great magnanimity 
of spirit, announces that in spite of 
what he’s said about the girls, 
they’re all okay, and ‘give ’em all a 
great big hand.’ 

The mob files out slowly four 
times a day; some muttering ‘fake.’ 
But for the most part they’re satis- 





No Relief for "“Leggers 


Minneapolis, June 13. 

Proof that conditions are 
making serious inroads into 
the bootlegging industry here 
is found in testimony before 
the grand jury to the effect 
that 20 bootleggers have been 
getting city relief support. 
Fact was advanced by a mem- 
ber of the estimate and taxa- 
tion board as a reason for op- 
posing a new bond issue to 
raise further funds for poor 
relief. 

Bootleggers are being dropped 
by the city from the list of 
those being given food and 
funds. 














Back Broken; Goes On 


Hollywood, June 13. 
William Henry, a dancer in ‘Hul- 
labaloo,’ the Pasadena 
playhouse and son of Leslie Henry 
in charge of the Olympic Games, 
collapsed on the stage Saturday 


night. 

Examination revealed he had a 
broken back, received in a spring- 
board leap while swimming early in 
the day. 


revue at 





Decree for Mrs. Hearst 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Blanche Wilbu Hearst was grant- 
ed a divorce by default Saturday 
(11) from George Randolph Hearst, 
son of the publisher, and was given 
custody of the five-year-old twins. 
Wife also receives the Beverly 


Hills property and half young 
Hearst’s income, not to exceed $40,- 
000 annually nor less than $20,000 





fied; they've learned about life. 


until or unless she remarries. 





Tm Telling You 


By Jack Osterman 





‘WE'RE OFF!’ (By Special Per- 
mission of the Copyright Owners, 
Westchester Racing Association.) 





Horses! Horses! Horses! 
We made our first appearance at 
the Belmont race track last week, 
figuring it would be nice to lay off 
there for a change. First race was 
a steeplechase jumping affair, and 
when our pony fell in the stretch 
after leading all the way, we de- 
cided that at the next race of that 
sort we would bet on the ambulance 
to win. Between races the band 
played the Belmont theme song, 
‘Crazy People. However, we felt 
at home because after looking at 
Stevens’ lunch counter prices we 
thought we were still at Moore's. 





The Easiest Way 
Board of Directors of the Friars 
probably figured that instead of 
closing the club, they would put 
all their members in the Roxy, and 
then close the Roxy. 





Radio Fantasy 
Al Jolson in front of the mike and 
asking, ‘Are You Listening?’ 
And Sid Gary jumps out and says 
‘Not only listening, but I'm taking 
notes.’ 





The Main Reason 





mour, non-pro, will be married in 
Olathe, Kans., July 2. Miss Bilber- 
back is secretary to A. T. Sears, 
general radio station representative 
in Chicago. 

Helen Harper, nonprofessional, to 
Richard J. Pearl, independent pro- 
ducer, June 15, in Hollywood. 

Mrs. Isabelle Major, non-profes- 
sional, to William Farnum, actor, 
June 8, at Santa Barbara, 

Erma Purviance, singer, to Perry 
Murdock, film actor, June 7, at Los 
Angeles. 

Janet-Norton-Shield to Mitchell 
L. Erlanger in New York, June 9. 
Groom is administrative head of A. 
L. Erlanger, Inc. 

Mrs. Ruth Sabre to Dr. Beverly 
Chew Smith, non-pro, Tuxedo Park, 
N. Y., June 9. Bride is known on 
stage as Ruth Shepley, 

Carol Lloyd, niece of Ralph Ince 
and daughter of John Ince, direc- 
tor, wili marry John Griffith, dancer, 
Sept. 1 in Hollywood. Both have 
appeared as dancers in Fanchon & 
Marco units, 


Irene McKinney, dancer to N. C. 
Son, non-pro, June i3, in Glendale, 


After reading that Georgie Jessel 
is going to cover the Democratic 
Convention for a local tab, we 
found out the reason. The Dems 
figure if it begins to look like an 
everlasting session, Jessel can go 
into ‘My Mother's Eyes’ and put a 
stop to the entire affair. 

Incidentally Jessel arrived here 
from Europe, spent a day, and 
hopped right back. Probably for- 
got his tooth-brush. 





Suggestion 
Guests of the Edison Hotel fea- 
ture Lew Leslie's new revue. He 
has already engaged Eddie Lambert 
and Lew Hearn. We suggest he 
grab Al Klein and Joe Frisco and 
open in the Edison lobby. 





For the Records 

The hotel that has always been 

in the hands of the receivers is 
Sing Sing. 

That Would Be Sumpin’ 

At Paul Whiteman’'s Biltmore 

opening, many of the guests com- 

plained and were surprised when 





Cal. The bride's father, W. C. Mc- 


Kinney, is a@ Los Angeles theatre 


owner, 


their waiters informed them that 
the high-hat Biltmore had run out 
of White Rock. We consider that 


what would happen if Whiteman 
ran out of the Biltmore. 





She’s in Again 
Gracie (Burns and) Allen was ex- 
plaining that her landlord was go- 
ing to raise the rent because her 
father had been trying to raise it 
for a month and couldn't. 





Overheard on Broadway 
First Actor—Where are you go- 
ing?’ 
Second Actor——‘I'm going to break 
my act in for the small time’ 





New Angle 
Nat Karson found out that since 
the arrival of the new Palace policy, 
Morris, the elevator man is now 
sending the acts out for coffee. 





Big Tess 
Tess (Aunt Jemima) Gardel!l in- 
forms that if four girls become ill 
in ‘Show Boat,’ she takes their 
places. Great girl Tess, I love every 
acre of her. 





In Our Little Pent-House 

Joe Frisco defines a pent-house 
as a place where the help used to 
live until their employees found out 
the servants looked healthier than 
they did, so they decided to move 
up to the attic and chase the help 
downstairs, 





Little Things 

We asked a certain columnist 
what he intended doing. He replied, 
‘Oh a little column, like Will Rogers 
or Bugs Baer, what are you going 
todo? Bashfully we answered, ‘Oh, 
a little show like ‘Rose-Marie’ or 
‘The Merry Widow.’ 





Ostermainia 

Thanks Ed Sullivan....we hope 
Ziegfeld takes your advice....Lew 
(Hit Writer) Brown figures that 
now-a-days if a show gets to its 
dress rehearsal, that’s a run.... 
Everyone is dickering for the Globe 
theatre but the man who owns it 
-.-.Jim Cagney’s new picture 
should be re-named, ‘Warner's Take 
All’....Gaiety theatre barker yell- 
ing, ‘Hear Bing Crosby sing HIS 
favorite song....Okay as long as 
Bing likes it....Mark Hellinger is 
the happiest sad man on B'way.... 
Abe’s theme song....‘I know You're 
Lyman, But I Love It’... .Novelty of 
the week.... a guest who wasn't 
from Hollywood registered at the 
Warwick....And the height of 
something or other was the wire 
we received asking us to play a 
benefit....the message came collect 





nothing compared to the thought of 


-»» ARE YOU READING? 


land she says everybody 


Diary of 








Tuesday, June 14, 1932 


a Stooge 








By Claude Binyon 





Los Angeles, Wednesday. 

There haven't been any police- 
men around my room today so I 
guess the RKO circuit isn’t going 
to do anything about me breaking 
up the show Monday night. I 
wouldn't be surprised if they could 
arrest somebody for that. 

I was so cramped up from eating 
oranges that I went out late this 
morning and had a couple of ham- 
burgers that made me feel better. 

My banjo is a mess so I might 
as well forget about being a vaude- 
ville actor. Maybe I should get back 
in the grocery business. 





Los Angeles, Thursday. 

All the grocery stores I went to 
today didn’t need anybody so I 
haven't any job. ‘They’re funny 
looking stores with no fronts to 
them and people drive right up in 
their cars. I bet a fellow could 
catch a bad cold working in one of 
them in the winter. 

There was a letter from Mom 
waiting for me when I got home 
is excited 
about going into moving pictures 
and what happened to Tillie and 
me? I should worry. 

I haven't seen anything in the pa- 
per lately about Tillie so maybe 
she's not doing so well. 





Los Angeles, Friday. 

The grocery stores around here 
sure are satisfied with theirselves. 
I've been walking so much my feet 
feel like balloons and still no job. 

Lucky I have some money saved 
up but it won't last forever. It’s 
$153.23 after I pay 40 cents for din- 
ner tonight. 





Los Angeles, Saturday. 
Nothing new except my feet feel 
balloonier than ever. 
The veather is very nice here but 
who cares? 





Los Angeles, Sunday. 

Will Tillie be surprised! I’m go- 
ing to be in moving pictures my- 
self. 

I never would have thought of 
myself as a moving picture actor 
if it wasn’t for a man in my hotel 
named Mr. Whimple. I've seen him 
in the lobby a couple of times but 
I always thought of him as just an- 
other man even if I thought of him 
at all. 

Today while I was sitting in the 
lobby after lunch because I was 
tired of sitting in my room, Mr. 
Whimple came over and sat down 
in a chair beside me. He told 
me his name was Mr. Whimple and 
asked me if I was ever in moving 
pictures. 

‘No,’ I said to him. 

‘'That’s funny,’ said Mr. Whimple, 
‘because you look like a man who 
can act. You sure fooled me and 
I'm in the picture business myself.’ 

‘Maybe I fooled you because I was 
a stooge, Mr. Whimple,’ I told him. 

‘A what?’ he asked me and then I 
told him what a stooge was. 

‘Say,’ said Mr. Whimple, ‘I’m glad 
I found you. That experience on 
the stage is all you need.’ 

I got kind of excited and Mr. 
Whimple told me how he is the 
head of the Surefire Casting Com- 
pany that handles all the big stars 
for pictures. He said he was look- 
ing over his list of stars and saw 
where he needed a fellow like me 
because some big company wanted 
a star of my type in a hurry. 

How much money have you got?’ 
he asked me. I told him that I had 
$149. 

‘Pooh,’ said Mr. Whimple, ‘that’s 
pin money to what you'll be getting 
every week. Come to my office to- 
morrow and _ bring that small 
change with you so we can make a 
deal.’ 

‘Do you mean the $97’ 
him. 

‘No, the whole $149,’ said Mr. 
Whimple. ‘That's small change to 
you from now on.’ He gave me a 
card with his name on it and the 
address of his company in Holly- 
wood, 

We shook hands and I tried to 
thank him but I stutterod, so he 
patted me on the back and walked 
outside. 

I don’t care if I never get a new 
banjo. Oh, boy! 


I asked 





Los Angeles, Monday. 

Well, it’s all over and in a couple 
of days I ought to be a star. 

I went out to Mr. Whimple’s of- 
fice in Hollywood, only it is three 
offices in a building on Santa Mon- 
ica Boulevard. He was sitting in 
the three offices all alone because 





he said his secretary and staff was 


i ot 





out to lunch early, and he shook 
my hand real hard. Then he 
stepped back and looked at me with 
his eyes half shut. 

‘You're perfect,’ he said. ‘There's 
no use wasting film on a test of 
you. We'll just get a sample of 
your voice to shoot over to the 
studio. Where's your money?’ ; 

‘I took out my $147.25 
that’s what was left. 
ple took $145 


because 
Mr, Whim- 
and gave me back 


‘That’s to eat on today and to. 
morrow,’ he said. ‘After that you'll 
be dipping your nose in caviar.’ 

‘I don’t like caviar,’ I told him. 
‘Why do you need the $145?’ 

‘Listen,’ said Mr. Whimple put- 
ting my money away, ‘this doesn’t 
even begin to cover the cost of 
making you a star. Can't you re- 
alize I'm doing you a favor?’ 


‘Yes, sir,” I said to him. ‘I'm 
sorry.’ 

Then he took me into another 
office where there was a phono- 
graph thing and a _ microphone. 
‘Do you know any poems or 
things?’ he asked me. 

I couldn’t think of any poems 
but I happened to remember my 


act that I made up so I told him 
about that, 

‘Fine,’ said Mr. Whimple, ‘When 
I wave my finger you start saying 
your act and we'll make a record 
of it.’ 

He got a record out of a box 
and put it on the phonograph thing. 
He wiggled his eyebrows at me and 
I nodded by head and took a deep 
breath. Then he waved his finger 
and I started saying my riddles at 
the microphone, 

It seems silly but I got nervous 
a couple of times and _ stopped 
talking, but Mr.-Whimple waved 
his finger for me to go ahead. But 
after a while I got really warmed 
up, and just when I was going good 
Mr. Whimple said ‘that’s all’ and 
turned the machine off. 

I told Mr. Whimple I was right 
in the middle of a riddle when he 
turned the thing off, but he said 
that was all right, it would make 
it harder. 

‘That will sell you like a million 
dollars,’ he said. ‘The big studios 
believe me and [I'll tell them you 
have the looks. All that really 
worries them these days is how 
your voice soltinds so we had toe 
make this record to prove it.’ He 
shook hands with me again and 
congratulated me and told me he’d 
get in touch with me as soon as 
he got the okay about my being a 
star. 

It seemed a little bit for $145 
but I couldn't complain when I'm 
being turned into a star. I thanked 
Mr. Whimple all over and took two 
street cars back to my hotel. 

Maybe I'll see my name in the 
papers tomorrow even before Mr. 
Whimple tells me the good news, 
It would knock Tillie over. 


Playing Sing Sing 
Columbia Pictures’ baseball team 
is scheduled to play a nine from 
Sing Sing prison. 


Time and place will probably be 
next week at Sing Sing. 











Tremaine’s In Dayton 
Chicago, June 13. 

Paul Tremaine takes his orches- 
tra down to the Greenwich Village 
cafe in Dayton, O., June 29. Goes 
in for a three-week tentative stay. 
Placed through the local CBS or- 
chestra bureau. 

Paul Specht band is now tooting 
at the Dayton spot. 


Kollege Kut 








(Continued from page 1) 


conspicuous. He's become the head 


man in the speak proprietors’ af-° 


doors fling open 
gone—to 


fections. Speak 
instantly—all hesitation 
admit him. 

Quick to sense the change in the 
speak gatekeepers’ attitude toward 
collegians, the prohibition agents 
have changed their style. Under- 
grad attire is now the smart snoop- 
er’s disguise. Some of the sniffers, 
alert to the more convincing detail 
collegiate dress, even wear tor- 
toise shell glasses. The wiser 
speak owners are putting college 
grads at the door, the better to 
distinguish a real Phi Beta Kappa 
key from the phonies, and to pass 
on the genuineness of gold footballs 
suspended from watch chains. 


| 


—— 
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Artists Scream as Roesner Finishes 


Whistler Paintings in Fish Market 








Laguna, Cal., June 13. 
Laguna, colony of the artistic, is 
agog over certain happenings in the 
Roesner household. 


George Roesner, to forget pictures 
or forgotten by pictures, came here 
with his wife and child a month ago 
to open a fish market. He was so 
exclusive he passed up Arthur 
Caesar on the village streets. Caesar 
was hurt, but felt that if the one- 
time ‘Old Soldier’ wanted to forget 
his past it was okay with a Caesar. 

Things went well for a while, with 
Roesner talking to no one but his 
family and his fish, but now the 
bonafide artists are chanting mur- 
der. For Roesner has decided to be- 
come an artist. He’s even gone fur- 
ther: he’s completed his first oil 
painting, which he calls a marine 
study. 

A Yates Steal 

Picture is framed and hanging in 
the fish market. It looks like the 
back drop for an Irving Yates flash 
act, but it’s Roesner’s pride and joy. 

What caused all the trouble 
among the artists is the signature 
on the painting. It reads ‘Roesner- 
Whistler.’ 

Caesar came over to the fish 
stand and appraised the picture. 
Roesner felt that his writing pal 


was a possible buyer and gave him| 


the ‘old pal’ business. 

It didn’t help. Caesar bought a 
half-pound sea bass for his cat and 
left the joint. 


PLEASURE INFO SERVIC 


Los Angeles, June 13. 

Another hunch in service organiza- 
tions is the Pleasure Bureau here 
originated by Stanley Barbee to 
disseminate information regarding 
all forms of amusement and travel. 
Barbee is president of the L.A. 
Coca Cola Co. 

Service is sold to theatres, night 
clubs, cafes, steamship and rail- 
road companies, dance halls, fight 
clubs, race tracks, etc. Company is 
carrying on an advertising cam- 
paign inviting the public to ’phone 
them when seeking divertisment. 

Charge to the subscribers, the- 
atres, cafes and such is $1 weekly 
for each theatre, race track, cafe, 
on which information is given. 

Anything desired in the pleasure 
line is plugged by the bureau, 
which also has one hour weekly on 
KTM at which time the public gets 
a load of where to spend an eve- 
ning, be it a picture house or boat 
trip. 

Bureau has 30 phones with op- 
erators handing out information 
such as costs, distance to road- 
houses, airplane schedules and 
whatnot. 

In operation only a short while, 
Bureau has about 400 clients. 


$3,500 Verdict for Girl 
Over Minn. Evangelist 


Minneapolis, June 13. 

Luke Rader, ‘showman’ evangelist, 
who operates a tabernacle here and 
broadcasts over the radio daily, 
must pay $3,500 damages to Edna 
Gilbertson, formerly in charge of 
the tabernacle book stall. A jury 
returned a verdict for that amount 
in her favor. 

Miss Gilbertson sued for $25,000 
for alleged slander, claiming that 
Rader called her ‘a thief and a liar’ 
in the presence of others. She testi- 
fied that during services Rader, 
from the pulpit, singled her out in 
the audience, charging that she had 
appropriated to her own use or 
‘knocked down’ proceeds of taber- 
nacle book sales. 

Miss Gilbertson also was awarded 
& verdict of $255 against James 
Neilson, a tabernacle employe, for 
alleged assault. She charged Neil- 
son injured her after Rader, on one 
occasion, had ordered her out of the 
tabernacle, 

Rader has been negotiating for 
the Aimee Semple MacPherson 
tabernacle in Los Angeles. 





RECEIVER FOR TRACK 


Akron, O., June 13. 
S. S. Steinmetz, has 


—— receiver for Northampton, 

Steinmetz 
track. Local owners 
$5,700 in salary it is asserted. 








Mark Twain’s Yankees 





Worcester, June 13. 

High pressure being used to 
lure ‘ourists to New England 
this summer is one of old 
Mother Nature’s phenomenons. 
It’s the eclipse of the sun, due 
to take place in August. 

Yankee resort advertising is 
stressing that the eclipse is 
visible in the VU. S. only in 
New England. Scientists say 
M:z.ine is the best place. 

Just another item to be 
bragged about as being exclu- 
sive for Down East. 


Reno Hotels and Dude 
Ranches Bitter Rivals 


For Divorce Trade 











Reno, June 13. 

Competition between dude ranches 
and Reno hotels has reached such 
a point that runners for the dozen 
or more synthetic ranch establish- 
ments are no longer welcome in the 
hotel lobbies. In fact the hotel 
owners are now trying to figure out 
some scheme to put a crimp in the 
ranch racket as the six-weeks resi- 
dents, here for a divorce, have 
found that they can have a wilder 
time for less money on the ranches 


| than they can in a hotel room. 





been ap- | 


argest racing plant in eastern Ohio. | 
was custodian of the! with him so he could talk with the 
owed him | 


With the falling off of the divorce 
trade during the winter months, due 
to the depression or some other 
cause, hundreds of rooms in Reno’s 
principal hotels are dark each night 
while the dude ranches appear to 
have gone through the winter 
nicely. 

Not more than a year ago lead- 
ing hotels were booking customers 
for the ranches and the gaily be- 
decked cowboys, who drive a car 
much better than they can ride a 
horse, were welcomed at the hotels 
and introduced to the socially 
prominent but lonely feminine visi- 
tors from the east by the hotel 
managers. Now all that’s out. 

The legislature, at its next ses- 
sion, will probably be asked to pass 
some kind of a bill regulating the 
dude ranches and forcing them to 
pay some form of a tax to the state 
and county for the privilege of do- 
ing business. Just how the legisla- 
tion will be worked out hes not been 
determined. 

For their own protection the 
ranch owners are talking of form- 
ing an association. 

Should business pick up and the 
divorce seekers flock to Reno by 
the thousands again as thev did 
last spring, all animosities will 
probably be forgotten. 


Coast Agent Has Year 
To Provide Chi Talent 


Los Angeles, June 13. 
First instance of a local club 
booker getting a national conven- 
tion show one year in advance is 
case of John Beck, who supplied 
the entertainment for the National 
Banking Institute held here last 
week. 
Institute gave Beck a contract 
for the entertainment at the 1933 
convention to be held in Chicago. 


VERA LEIGHTMER FREE 
Chicago, June, 13. 
Vera Leightmer, ex-show girl and 
in the ‘Follies,’ finally broke her 
marital ties from Les Brody, Hun- 








garian artist, by obtaining a divorce | ¢Xpense. 


here. 

They were married in. Budapest 
in 1926. Decree was granted on 
cruelty charges. Four years ago 
Miss Leightmer sued Jefferson 
Seligman, 70-year-old banker, for 
breach of contract, and the case was 
settled out of court. 





Wind Blows Sailor Down 
Topeka, June 13. 
A dash of rain and a 38-mile wind 
ended the attempt by 


Kelly to break the world’s record} 


for flag pole squatting. Sailor Jim 
topped the 35 foot pole on the Crys- 
tal theatre for three days, announc- 


ing he intended staying there for | 


60. 
He carried microphone equipment 


street crowds and over a local radio 
station, 


| 


GESTURE 


Studios Lend Moral Support to Chi 
World’s Fair—No Cash 








Hollywood, June 13. 
After a studio and home office 
canvas Hays office found that the 
| film industry was unanimously not 


| interested in participating in the 


Chicago World’s Fair if it cost any 
money. . 

Picture biz willing to lend moral 
support at no cost to itself. 


EX-TOURISTS 


Los Angeles, June 13. 
Despite rate slices, coast travel, 


indication of paying dividends dur- 
ing this summer. 
Los Angeles Steamship Co., op- 





|erating between here and San Fran- 
cisco, is not replacing the sunken 
|‘Harvard’ during vacation months. 
| Cruises of the French Line between 
here and Vancouver, which gener- 
ally take 35 passengers, are now 
averaging about eight per voyage. 

First excursion train on the Santa 
Fe arriving here from the east since 





Sailor Jim | 


the new low rates went into effect 
dropped 76 passengers. In previous 
years the railroad press agents 


spent the first few days photograph- | 


ing the trains’ extra sections. 
Honolulu’s Siesta 
Low fare rates to Honolulu have 


failed to bring any extra traffic. 
Same for the various ‘Nowhere’ 
cruises. 


About the only travel getting a 
play is the week-end excursion to 
Ensenada at $10 for the round trip. 
Steamship company operating the 
bargain sea voyage plus the oppor- 
tunity to indulge in Mexico's free- 
dom admits that it loses money on 
the sawbuck rate, but the trip is 
made in the slow time of nine hours 
and permits small consumption of 
fuel. 

Their angle is that it costs them 


does to keep the vessels tied up at 
the Wilmington dock, and it may 
encourage some of the travelers to 
take a longer voyage. 





Reno Is Tactful About 
Old Gambler Killing 


Reno, June 13. 

After digging into year-old files 
and rummaging around among the 
gambling places and other spots 
for evidence, a grand jury last week 
reported that it had sufficient evi- 
dence to indict William Graham, 
one of Reno’s big shot gamblers, 
for the alleged murder of W. R. 
McCracken, another gambler. 

McCracken stopped a bullet from 
Graham’s quick acting gun in the 
Haymarket Club, a_ bootlegging 
joint, a year ago and Graham was 
never booked by the police. He 
told a coronor’s jury he plugged 
McCracken when the latter took a 
shot at him following a quarrel. 
Half a dozen witnesses recited the 
same story. 


And So It Goes 


Los Angeles, June 13. 
Combination of business with 
pleasure is netting a dozen young 
ladies pocket money on weekends. 
Employed by a local liquor sales- 
man, they stuff a suitcase with 
bottled goods and take the boat to 
Catalina Island at the salesman’s 
They are met and relieved 
| of their cargo at Catalina and can 
| spend a pleasant weekend there on 

their cut before returning home... 

















Orange Juice Lobbies 


Chicago, June 13. 
Local theatres, dark for the sum- 
mer, are trying to collect a few 
extra coins by renting their lobbies 
to orange-drink dispensers for the 
hot spell 
|locaiions by the orange mob, being 





| spotted usually right on the main 
|roads and yet provide a shady nook 
|}in which the customers can snatch 
|}a couple of minutes out of the sun. 
These orange-lobbies are not only 
jthe legit theatres, but even the 


| snooty film circuit spots, the Pub- | 
an | 


jlix-B. & K. McVickers having 
|}orange pump snuggled under 
}marquee, 


its 


SNUB TRAVEL 


| both by boat and railroad, gives no} 


no more to make the trip than it} 


Lobbies are rated as ace | 


Feds Found Only 3,844 Speaks: Sounds 





Low Tide 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Rock bottom now for the so- 
called McCoy in case lots lists 
'l bourbon and rye $37.50, Scotch 
$40, with a few brands slightly 
higher; gin $40, brandy $60 and 
$65, champagne $60, cordials 
and wines (all standard 
brands) $57.50 to $67.50. Local 
| gin is $12, with plenty take-a- 
| chance stuff even less. 
} Beer gets on the standard 
| 





lists for the first time, quoted 
at $47.50 a barrel. 











| 


Bombs Tossed 
As Dogs Bark 
A Jit Cheaper 





To the accompaniment of brim- 
| stone and fire they recently changed 
| the Nedick company’s barking dogs 
| from losers to winners in five hours. 

A mere nickel was the means of 
the switch. Hot dogs on a ic basis 
instead of a dime. The manage- 
ment sent the price into effect at 
|2:30 p. m. of an afternoon, and by 
|7:30 that night had equaled the 
gross of the entire preceding day. 
That goes for the 90 wiener count- 
ers Nedick is operating in the 
Metropolitan district. 

The changed complexion has a 
bearing on one of the Nedick stands 
paying Walter Reade $30,000 for 
eight months’ tenancy of the May- 
fair theatre corner at 47th and 
Seventh. Spot is being renovated 
now and opens shortly. It was a 
soft drink oasis. 

Coney’s Fireworks 

Most of the fireworks occurred in 
Coney Island. They throw stench 
bombs in other places besides the- 
atres. In this instance the rolls 
and dogs acquired a sulphurous 
tang prompted by the hurling of 
acid, ete., into the delivery wagons. 
There were no disturbances while 
Nedick adhered to the 10c price, 
but as soon as the tags dipped to 
a nickel the boys started hurling 
things. The same thing took place 
with the juice joints. So the chain 
firm is sniffing suspiciously at the 
independent hot-doggers who’ve been 
nickelodeoning it successfully for 
some time, or until somebody within 
the Nedick group played a hunch. 


Percy Deutsch Must Pay 
$1,200 Monthly Alimony 


New York Supreme Court de- 
cision ordering Percy Deutsch to 
pay $1,200 monthly alimony to his 
wife, Eleanore G. Deutsch, has been 
upheld by the Appellate Division. 
Deutsch appealed the order, dated 
Nov. 14, 1931, which also made it 
necessary for him to come across 
with $9,060 in arrears. 

Mrs. Deutsch is suing for separa- 
tion. Her husband is a former exec 
of Brunswick-Balke and is now 











with the Sound Studios. Mrs, 
Deutsch charges she was aban- 
doned, 





MARBLE GAME OMEN 


Los Angeles, June 13. 

First depression note in the pin- 
board game trade here is the labor 
commission claim filed by Alfred N. 
Harrison, assembler, against Arick 
|, & Miller, makers of the roll down 
game, for $63.40 back wages. 

Harrison says he was hired at $6 
a day, which was reduced to $35 
when the boards became common 
and was let out when the territory 


was saturated with the marble 
; Sames. 








BIRTHS 


To Mrs. and Mrs. Walter Abelem, 
a son, at Lenox Hill hospital, June 
6. Father was lately with Guild 
plays. 
| Born to Mr. and Mrs. Roye Rowe 
;}on Friday, June 3, a girl. Father 
lis manager of the Warner theatre 
in Pittsburgh. ' 

Dr. and Mrs. Mortimer 
son, in Brooklyn, June 6. 
doctor for the NVA and brother of 
|} Harry Sherman of Publix. 


| Sherman, 


lather is | 


Like Times Square Got Short Count 


+ 





With a host of padlock actions 
already on the U. 8S. District Court 
docket, Times Square speaks are 
listed for plenty of closings in the 
approaching weeks, following an- 
rouncement by the United States 
Attorney that he was preparing in- 


junction proceedings against the 
city’s liquor joints. Within the 
past months the Square has been 
well affected by the closing of 


speaks, but in view of the govern- 
ment announcement, it looks like 
the worst is around the corner. 

A prohibition survey by the gov- 
ernment administrator, recently 
, completed, resulted in a listing of 
| 3,844 speaks, being made by gov- 
ernment agents. It wasn’t an- 
nounced whether this was the total 
found in all of Manhattan or a part 
of the borough. But speaks won't 





be alone in getting the nudgerio. 

Cordial shops being also tabbed. 
Cordial joints suffer less loss 

when G men turn the key, since 


; they carry smaller stocks than the 
| speaks, with plenty of dummy bot- 


tles on exhibition. Cordial places 
also can get set up in less con- 
spicuous places. In addition, 


speaks carry a larger supply of hard 
stuff, plus their beer supply, which 
cordials don’t handle. 

Landlords May Help 

What could happen is that gov- 
ernment action may not be needed 
in some of the cases. This develop- 
ment is a possibility through land- 
lords and property owners moving 
for protection of their estates. Af- 
ter padlock proceedings are started 
and the defendants found guilty, the 
property involved can’t be tenanted 
for a year. As a result, the prop- 
erty men may shove out their ten- 
ants rather than chance darkness. 

Times Square holds plenty of the 
bars, if not a greater pro rata share 
than other Manhattan sections. 

Two recent Square padlocking 
actions involve the Hotel Plymouth, 
West 48th street, frequented by 
show people, and a speak on West 
45th street. Government claims 
George Hogan and the Plymouth 
operated the alleged barroom at 116 
West 48th street, and that Johr 
Laken is the owner of the property. 
Bill Lyons is charged with running 
the speak at 135 West 45th on prop- 
erty owned by the Longacre Realty 
Co. 

Question also arises is how long 
after one speak closes, will another 
one or two reopen elsewhere. What 
may hurt the speakmen most is the 
loss of furnishings and trappings, 
which the government nabs. 








Petticoat Tangles as 
Prelude to Reno Bout 


Reno, June 13. 

Witn her little brother in tow 
‘Leaping Lena’ Levy landed in town 
last week, gave the Kingfish a five 
dollar bill te risk in a crap game, 
took half of the winnings and then 
settled down for the training grind 
at Steamboat springs. 

King Levinsky, Lena’s brother, 
will do the training while she does 
the bossing and she says that the 
King is going to spoil Max Baer’s 
handsome mug and knock him out 
before the sixth of the 20-round 
scrap on July 4. 

Just to keep the two battlers 
busy Jack Dempsey has gone into 
training again and is working out 
alternately at both camps. He may 
put on the mits with both Baer 
and Levinsky during the training 
period. 

Baer’s wife beat him to the 
punch in Los Angeles by filing a 
divorce suit there after Baer had 
announced he intended to put his 
domestic affairs in-the hands of 
the Reno court. 

The trouble about the Los An- 
geles divorces is that it takes a 
year for them to become real. But 
if his wife goes through with the 
Los Angeles suit Baer will prob- 
ably sit back and let her get it and 
try to worry along for a year with- 
out a wife. 

Domestic difficulties also hit 
Leonard Sacks, Jack Dempsey’s 
business manager and the brains 











behind the Reno fight. He filed suit 
|}for divorce last week and expects 
ito get it in a few days. 


no inten- 
favors be- 
year by the 


Dempsey says he has 
| tions of undoing the 
|stowed on him last 


Reno divorce court.by taking an- 
other wife and the fact that Lina 
_Basquette is still here means noth- 
jing to him, he says. 
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third of the time igs commercial, 








flight and he hit the net on his head ever seen. Said that by depressing 
one | Capital investment in existing sta- instead of landing on his back. stock and by other methods, RCA , 
tions is around $47,000,000, with re- Scalp wounds. An X-ray will de- acquired for $11,500,000 RKO which i 
ews rom e es ceipts and expenses about equal at termine whether there is a skull|had assets of $352,000,000 of which 
| $77,000,000, fracture. $67,000,000 were in’ the clear. 











| Jane Cowl entertainea her, asso- That census of N,. Y. speaks taken 

ciates in ‘1000 Summers’ at a dinner by Feds. reveals 3,494. Since then 
at her home last week (7). 350 new complaints, raising the 
total to 3,844. They won’t stand 
Still to be counted. 





Game worked in Philadelphia Sub- 
way may spread to the theatres, 
Two men entered the change booth 
and told the girl cashier they were 
sent to spray against 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisca, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no credit 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Crosley Radio Co. granted a per- 

















mit for an experimental 500,000 Hung a sheet to protect her clothes, 
| watt station at Mason, O. Only be- Equity bans profit sharing legit When the atémizer stopped the men 
E st {his jaw, preventing him from play- | tween 1 and 6 a. m. to a inter- productions unless entire personnel | Went. Also $700. 
}ing in the orchestra. Richnian says ;ference. Highest powered station is on same basis. or ’ 
a he hit in self-defense. /on record. Thursday night Raymond Hop- 
































yy D> John Wexley back from a Euro- | kins, paige pga cop off duty, es. 
‘ - adying ‘ . ri 7 ‘ . od a gir ance mar: 

Louise Homer given honorary; Federal Hall reproduction in Bry- | Carmen Barnes readying ‘Moth. pean vacation with a new play, yao by eh lie joee os marathon, 

degree of doctor of music by Rus- } ant Park floppo. Committee put- Be Careful as a musical. Horace ‘Washington, D..¢? the girl and started og Erabbed 

Sell Sage college, Troy, N. Y. }ting in entertainment to coax the | Liveright will print at the same nleese . ae he, ee soc, her 

; > apie | time rs mR Billie Burke | Cop used his service revolver and 

——. : ;auarters. Recently ordered to give me. Mrs. Will Rogers, Billi plugged the girl in mi. 

Arthur Tracy gets one-third of | back half the park to the sleepers. and their daughters in from the he scared jor captors off Ss. But 
his income tied up. Edward Wolf, | Ann Orr will return to the stage Coast. Scé é P ; 

former business manager, claimed | Martin Johnson, who hunts wild | for the —— conte, (Coan. ) er La Cassa Guinan at Valley 

that share of his radio earnings. | beasts with his camera for the | SBentre — tee el ace, comedy Pierre S. Dupont over the radio ; 

Suit now on in Jamaica, I. I., court, | moving pictures, 9y Stephen Sanford. 





Plans an airplane 














Stream, just La Casa. Tex quit in 








‘ : ; tells that it costs $4,000,000 a year a huff when Harry Lyons fired two 
By agreement of counsel the sum /hunt for his next venture. r = ae ae ; Thurs- tO support dry forces with drinking of her girls. Troupe played the 
set aside to await court deci- AMPA will continue its lurs- § ™. 
— a ; , P day luncheons throughout the sum- ‘ncreased 25 fold. week out to collect salaries with 
sion. Lilyan Tashman’s taxi in | mew Sage ‘ .| Tex and the gang now at liberty, 
crash with another. Not Seriously | : Trial of Sam Kaplan and 26 other a 
Sold bene ts Rene te a Fed agents shutting booze shops fagubers of operators of Local 306 RKO signs Ely Culbertson for a 
vue and goes to London. ——. E ‘ Ze § 














Theatre Guild has renewed its 


at the rate of 25 or 30 daily. 








for conspiracy set for Oct. 3. Delay 
to oblige Max D. Steuer, of defense 








series of bridge shorts. } 


Agents for parlay race betting | option on ‘Versailles’ and may in- As A counsel, who is going abroad. Walter Jahelka, known on the 
dismissed by court when J. S. Solo- clude it in next Season’s repertory.| With home offices urging use of — ; stage as Walter Blair, attempted 
man announces he is through. ——— air mail instead of wires for Universal Pictures declared Bn suicide by poison in his room at the 

Philip Faversham, son of the/|™Messages, Congress ups the first regular quarterly dividend of 2% Hotel Lincoln Friday, (10). At 

Majestic hotel fighting receiver- Star, will play juve leads with The- | °uNce to 8 cents. Friday (10). Payable July 1. Flower hospital in a serious con- 

: . y r olders. atr Init ¢ Silve seac ; = i s T rment. 
ship sought by tw »_bondh Ider io Unit at Old Silver Be ich, Cape Arthur Swanstrom, who wont Fox Film rights to| ition. Unemployment 


James N. Meehan given 





_ : . - does not relieve him from paying ae ani rf k sil - : a, 

months in Mineola, L. I, for pro Announced that Palace theatre | .); ; his wife, Violet Patrici: 3ronx supreme court Nat Na-| W: 60 st. visited by G men Friday, 

curing men to plug nostrils of one will continue its f addy mbes alimony to his wite, Violet Patricia. In Bronx supreme court Nat Ni (10). They got 50 bottles, the man- 

of Joseph Widener’s horses just be- | indegninel ue on esenPi ay po icy She wants the coin or else. zarro, Jr., opposing temporary ali- ager and seven employees. 

fore a race at Belmont Park. Con- pect ee oe a , > mony pending divorce case of his| aa 

viction found on cruelty charge, onechaiediaien ‘ a hais Giroux, in a Lynbrook, L.I., wife Ebba, Nat Nazarro, Jr., de- Gloria Swanson cables U. A. she 
—— nitery,’ borrows an auto for a ride clared he had been framed by a has found an ideal leading man f 

N. . # ‘Graphic’ offers to let « oa ls ith th bonnet ’ | as é € € & man or 
Continental Bank and Trust Co. and winds up w e 


Sues Roxy receiver in foreclosure of 
$4,250,000 mortgage. Also alleges 
$62,980 due for taxes. 
































fered him a cut if he landed the 
Dempsey-Tunney scrap. 





Accounting places estate of late 
homas Healy, Broadway restay- 
ranteur, at $2,508,537. Mostly made 
in real estate deals. Money goes 
to the widow and children. 


-_——_——___ 
Robert Gleckler, of ‘Hot Cha’ cel- 


Giolio Tebardi, porter in arestau-}Line boats started Friday (10). Rouben Mamoulian may direct John Santoro, Warner Brothers, 
ebrates his 29th anniversary on the | rant, fined $25 in West Side Court | Bobby Sanford managing. | ‘Devil’s Plum Tree’ for Peggy Fears| actor, was reported the prospective 
stage today (Tuesday), last week for attempted assault on | ; /next fall if he can get leave from his husband of the former Laura Bid- 

— Marion Sunshine. Went to the| Lee Lawrie, 


Thornton Wilder is translating 
Obey’s ‘Lucreece’ from the French. 
Katherine Cornell will try it next 
Season at the Belasco, 


.. Brady, Jr., Benjamin 
Hoagland and George Kondtolt will 
open a summer Stock at Rea Bank, 





, may be unloaded on the Square in| narcotics for the late Alma Rubens, 

N. July 2. First wili be Alice got the beer, the driver and the bar- the fall. 

Brady in ‘Road to Rome.’ James K. Rogers, radio singer, in keep. Kitty Coleman, New York actress, 

ae the toils on a bad check charge. _ Three Rajahs, two princesses and attempted suicide by gas, but was 

Howard Rumsey, play broker, | Hearing June 15, N..Y. Repertory Co. started re- | four just professors, gleaned in an revived at the receiving hospital. 

among the complainants against an a —_—— hearsals last week for ‘Thorough- ; Atlantic City raid on fortune tell-| No money, friends or job given as 

alleged speakeasy at 159 W. 724 After being thrown off Main cir- bred, first Play at Westport, L. I. ers. Tough times for royalties, reason. 

Street. Victims assert they went to | Cus in New England, William Allen, Rehearsing at Guild theatre. “June | 


sleep and when 


they woke 
presented with 


exorbitant bills and 
a threat of damage jf they didn’t 
pay. Proprietor Sets three years in 
Atlanta. 


were 


— 


Richman’s petition to 
limit his liabilities for 
in the burning of his 
present value. Petition 
sranted. This will] cut the claim of 
Virginia Biddle, showgirl, and Jo- 
seph White, Who was captain, to 
about $50. They sued for $50,000 
and $25,000, respectively. Cases not 
yet tried. When he got back from 
court he was servod 
the $59,000 suit brought by 
Daley, who asseris Richman 


Harry 
court to 
damages 
yacht to 


the 


sarney 
broke 


six | 








tabloid stafr buy the 
earnings. Some 400 
paper over, starting 


paper of their 
agree to take 
this week. 



































murder, may go to her aid. Never | 
divorced, but estranged the past 
three years. 





Broadway gigolos forming a union. 
To keep prices level and to pro- 
tect women against unscrupulous 
hangers-on. 











basement with her to help with her 
trunks and her gingham Pyjamas 
were too much for his self control. 





Open air charity performance of 
‘Aida’ to be given at Polo Grounds 
June 24. Helen Gahagan for first 
time in heavy role. 





finder of Lindbergh baby, out of 
Coney Island show on protest of 
New Jersey authorities, 





Lee Shubert officially Announces 
‘Americanna.’ No secret. 


Joseph Ornato announces he will 





with papers in | 


make several productions the com- 
| ing season. To Produce as Coliseum 
Attractions. 

Walter Damrosch announces five 
concerts for next season in aid of 
uncmployed musicians. To be held 
jin Mad. Sq. Garden. First Nov. 26. 


Federal Radio Commission re- 
ports to the Senate that advertising 
‘is vital to radio, Only about one- 


through bankruptcy lately, told that 





wedged into the side of a house in 
Long Beach. Got a ticket for reck- 
less driving 


























Core E: Fitzgerald gets the job as 
p.a. for the Playhouse, Surry, Maine. 





Frances Maddux, radio and nite 
club singer, to take a long rest. | 
She's in society and doesn’t have to 
worry about the envelope. | 





Revues on the Hudson River Day 





American sculptor, 
sets the contract to adorn main | 
entrance to Radio City. A logia of | 
three arches, 





Guards at the raided 33 Club were 
agreeably surprised when @ truck | 
driver unloaded six kegs of beer | 
next door. So they went out and 





Walker, Elizabeth 
Marshall 
cast, 


Risdon, Armida 
and Osgood Perkins ji | 





WOR discontinues Publicity for 
announcers, who hereafter will 
Withhold their names. Feels per- | 
sonal announcement out of date. 





Sam Kaplan, head of the N. Y. 
picture operators’ union No. 306, 
takes a licking at the convention 
when the ‘permit’ System is ousted. 
Permit gave non-members working 
papers on payment to the union, 

Zacchini, doing the 
non ball stunt at Luna Park, took 
2 bump I'riday night. Wind pre- 
vented his throwing over in the 


human can- 


bought the 
‘State Fair’ from Phil Strong. 





Supposed pal who betrayed him into | 
a spot with a blonde. 





| 
Felix Hausner, who undertook the} 




















Frances Wilson talking of going 
dramatic. Has a play. Maybe a 
Summer tryout. y 





Flower show opens on St. Moritz 
roof tomorrow (Wed.). Backed by a 
new society to promote roof gardens 
for penthouses and apartments. 





studio job. 

Brock Pemberton, getting up after 
his ‘Christopher’ k. oO. Looking 
around for a new one. Probably for 
Margaret Perry. 





‘Phantom Cargo,’ now in Boston, 








Henry Wagstaff Gribble 
ested in Warners ‘Revolt.’ Had a 
play with that title once. Wonder- 
ing what he ought to do about it. 





inter- 





Gangster plays hit Yiddish the- 
atre, Samuel Gertler to open in 
‘Heart of a Gangster’ at the Lyric, 
Brooklyn, today (14), 


Lorraine Manners 
Georgie Price about 
just telling about it. 


married to 
& year ago but 





William J. 
attorney, 


Morgan, Milwaukee 
tells the Senate Banking 
committee that RKO refinancing | 
last year was ‘the most drastic | 
Ssqueezeout’ of stockholders he had! 








| rector, and Eileen and Josie Sedg- 


Cote d’Or, two fioor restaurant in 


her British made picture, 
Farmer, her hubby. 


It's Mike 


Butler Davenport to do Molliere’s 




















Coast 


Gilbert Kissel, actor here only six 
weeks from England, was given a $5 
Suspended fine for driving on the 
left side of the street. 











dle, who divorced William Rhine- 
lander Stewart, Jr. They met 11 
years ago. 





Dr. I. Jesse Citron must face un- 
professional conduct charges before 
the California state medical board 
in connection with his prescribing 





Burglars stole a claimed $1,000 
worth of clothes from the apart- 
ment of Edith Kenney, actress, 

Jack Dempsey and Lina RBas- 
quette, back from Reno, are talking 
of marriage, 





Ailene| Mercedes, actress and 
dancer, is asking for a divorce from 
Stephen Kingsbury Simkhovitch 
and $1,000 monthly alimony. They 
were married March 18. Simkho- 
vitch is a member of a prominent | 
New York family. A 














‘ . hop to Warsaw and was supposed | «ny} Affected Y g Ladies’ at hi | 
. i - . New air stunt offered at air car- Sam Shipman and David Freeman to have been lost, picked up in his sete emt aid — anes at his 
ele te ie a Seine, te °S | nival at Curtis Airport is an ©88 sell George Jessel a play for him- plane off the Azores. Motion pie- | P . ee , 
Angeles to produc ° race, Rate i take off, oe self and Norma Talmadge. Said to ture projectionist. | Millbrook, (N. Y.) summer thea- p 
- F p | Somewhere and buy an egg, return- suggest Irving Thalberg and Norma ~ , od i "d seas raster 1 
§ against i Acne Bees & & 2 | tre opened its third season yester- 
semetng filed in Wilmin ton by |4NS to the port and carrying it in| Shearer. Paul Robeson given honorary de-/ day (13) with ‘Night in June.’ Edith ] 
Warner Bros. fi & Y/a spoon to the judges. All broken a by Rut rsity. | 
M.P.V. Newcastle, who claims to into a silk hat First man in gets Lilli Harvey at last tells that Grad ge rye d poligan. pie * Barrett guest star. . 
as + #1rs Ss lan Harvey S § é iraduate o 2 : —— 
own 1,000 shares of stock. any Last man has to wear the ~~ — Pcs the wife of Peak nd FS =" Ra ttl “ddver Blight hits Coney and other ; 
h M. Gaites patient in mid. | 24t- “ritsch, German screen lead, for _ fears ublica ae © - deuect, | beach resorts. Sanitary squad after 
Gane newts Minor operation, ; _ | #>out a year. tising stock for sale, cash or install- | the eat joints and asking what they 
PI _Lily Pons ordered by her physi- Chuk T. Mul, also} Chut ment. iput in frozen custard. Even in- 
; Boyd, play agent, has | Cians to take a rest. Now in Paris, 1uK 1. Mui, also <nown as Chu es atetag | Vestigating the hamburgers. 7 
old “After the Fireworks "to Laur- Moy, who owns a string of eateries = gavin Rock, New Haven’s shore | se wener 8 
ence Rivers, Inc. Dramatized by Lydia Locke _Marinovitz, opera | around Times Square, indicted +4 resort, swept by flames in 10-hour; Long Beach abandons the street fe 
" line David yuser, Bets a divorce decree from| selling opium. Held in $10,000 bail. blaze. Damage around $150,000, but parking fee is the hope of coaxing 
Ernest Boyd and Madeline —— her husb i i i is; Alleged he was head of sales sys- ,. : tial s er busi-!< risit e 
from Aldous Huxley’s story. 7 odhaeny mend pth ne Dern raph oa . real loss is potential summ some visitors. h 
f vi nisconduct wi ir . ness. <n 
‘VWiwina? ’ , a 
‘Blow Whistles,’ by Sara Ather- known only as Vivian at the Hotel . ae Tommy Manville, Jr., asbestos 
ton Bridgeman, to be given a try- | Marguery, June, 1931. Police tear up an alleged speak: Ernest W. Stirn, Chicago attor-| millionaire has been er is about to b 
out by Scarborough Players, easy at 308 West 56th street Thurs- ney, tells Senate inquiry that after | be married to Marion Carewe, 
State Moose convention puts on|/day (9), when William Lake of RKO stock dropped from $12 to six| Showgirl. Lately split from Avonne m 
Albertina. Rasch to stage the/ja real carnival for inmates of Au-| Tulsa complains he was Eo and bits his stock was purchased for a| Taylor, another stage looker. of 
dances at the Roxy next week (17). burn prison. First time since the ort regres — mt ay aala te ‘substantial sum, very close to a re- Wr erage - Liars ac 
riots in 1929 that professional talent $5,000 hen c h o 5 spectable price’ after he had insti- John S. Larkin, Jr., will dramatize th 
Hungarian Inn raided last week | has been allowed to show. $5, alt each. tuted legal proceedings. Chas Beahan’s ‘Night for a Lady. ch 
(7). Raiders get 50 bottles of cham- aS perenne : : a8 sal iste rr 
pagne and a case of whiskey. Ar-| Summer Evening theatre opened , soa Tee yey - Aa oe Florenz Ziegfeld plans a new Pullman’ %3Tenames gett in @ ov 
rested 11. on the roof of the Sutton hotel last | 1aun 1 D Ce Deems Follies’ in August, probably with| Pu man,’ ‘By ose Hand? 
, week (7), and thermometer hit a ag b nee Sechaand ci Hus Jack Pearl as chief comedian. Also on 
John Weaver's ‘Joy Girl’ to get |M¢w June low, Ross spoke. Obiect is. to develop PUFPoses touring a composite of the iy Danio Been” by making the “ 
Queceut St & summer theatre with Senator Brookheart, who writes| stage talent, chiefly for opera: De- Const. villes” To round trip to the highest bridge score at the Actas fai 
Queenie Smith. P those bills against ‘the pictures, | velops the voice only, speaking or 2 Dinner Club’s first annual bridge fir) 
Gus Edwards rehearsing a Fan- | loses primary fight for renomina- | singing. Starts Sept. 21. | Dmitri Tiomkin planning an opera tourney. est 
chon & Marco unit at the Holly- Gh 2 ee ee eee Central theatre on Broadway — “ 5 Posen pm Le “ce tee Workers Laboratory theatre to Jer 
tion of his Radio Stars vaude act. Aleograph Co. of Texas, claiming | Show now. ‘tee Paul Peters next fall. erc 
ey to control Iki ; hil to. 
Insurance “policies aggregating patents infringed by Weer tare Gina Pinnera, new dramatic so- Bake cashiman ee Croton River Playhouse, Harmon, * 
$230,000 on life of the late Fred G. tric, files infringement suit in} prano, will debut in ‘Trovatore’ at 2 ; - Y¥., newest summer theatra, E 
‘Nixon-Nirdlinger, ordered distrib- Brooklyn federal court June &.| the Channin theatre. One perform- | William Harris gets Edgar Wal-| opening June 27. Ann Grosvenor at. 
uted by the court, Philadelphia. Brought ann sont several nite he ance June 16, lace’s latest play. me ne produces ee PR veer ' ee : se Rol 
sf amg exas and trying -up here. sks , Ay tar n the ; aries Friedman, tec H 
G men visit the 33 Club, across that W-E be ya Hel to reply to Robert Edmond Jones to stage pada” “lo bee Charles Walton, manager, . 
from Plaza hotel and garner 100 75 specific questions before trial. play festival at the Opera house, ——— 
bottles of wine and 11 employees, —_— — Central City, Col. New theatre in | Basil Rathbone goes back to Lon-| Patrick Cardinal Hayes attacks 
Sam Wren back from abroad. one of the old mining camps near don with the determination to Stay | Swearing on stage in speech at cel- 
Tim Mara, sports Promoter, ask- —— Denver. Lillian Gish will Play over there at least a year. Will re- ebration of Holy Name Society's 
af 25% _ -, or Megs John Barney, husband of Dolores ‘Camille.’ polish his English accent. 50th year. 
0 unney. ays e€ fighter of- Barney, charged in England with j 








Mother of Edward Sed«wiek. di- 


(Continued on page 39) 
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Tuesday, June 14, 1932 


RASSLERS GRUNT NEW 
BOWL INTO ITS DEBUT 


By JACK PULASKI 
Over in Long Island City the 
Madison Square Garden sports pro- 
motional group opeméd ‘the enor- 
mous bowl designed for open air 
boxing shows, with a flock of wrest- 
lers Thursday (9). There were acres 
of empty rows in the 80,000 capacity 
arena but an approximate 17,000 at- 
tendance was fair for this kind ofa 





| 


- ” 

;}ion, Miss Grace Bell of Carmel-by- 
; the- sea, slightly injured in an auto 
' accident. 


News of Dailies 


(Continued from nage 38) 


wick, actress, reported in serious | 
condition from a fall. 





Joan Bennett in the hospital with 
a throat infection and Elissa Landi 
with an infected eye. 





Arrested on charges of failing to 


Mr. and Mrs. Spencer Tracy : : 
(Louise Treadwell) are expecting a|SUPPort his daughter, Lucille, 19, 
late summer visit of the stork. Rudolph Friml became reconciled 

fag F with the girl. Her grandmother had 


4 gh : filed the complaint a year ago. Friml 
Wanda Howell McHenry, wife of | gave the girl a $5,000 check. 


Harry McHenry, leader of a beach | 
club orchestra, granted divorce. 





Julio Olvera, who was killed ina 


’ fall from the wire while with Ring- | 

Joe Murphy, ; actor and _ studio) jing Brothers circus in Philadelphia, 
worker since 1911, is in the Los! , ll be buried in the same plot with 
Angeles County General hospital for Lillian Leitzel at Inglewood ceme 
intestinal operation. tery. Alfredo Codona. husband of 


the aerialist and friend of Olvera, 
News of an auto accident suf- | made the announcement. 

fered by Clara Kimball Young and | ——- 
her husband, Dr. Arthur Fauman, | Lola Weir, 21, who told police she 
| was learned a week following. Ac-|was an a ess, was arrested on a 
| tress’ car skidded and she suffered! yagrancy harge when found war 
severe injuries, but is recovering.| dering around an a rport at dawn 
Same time her accident became|She pleaded not gunty. 


ecard. 

Ed Strangler Lewis. and Dick 
Shikat, the German, grappled to| 
find out who is to go against Jim | 
Londos for the title. Londos had | 
taken the Teuton several times, | 
while Lewis is supposed to have 
pinned Londos oftener than that. So 
except that Lewis won, what it was 
all about few present seemed to} 
know. 


Lewis-is around 50 years-of age 
and displayed a mid-section exten- 
gion that would have delighted Rube 
Goldberg, who used to get a kick 
out of reporting rassling shows. 
has been out west where he 
regarded as the champ. He also 
claims that Jim is afraid to meet 
him but that is doubtless a build-up. 

Shikat seemed to have t 
edge on Lewis until after an 
and six minutes. Ed put the 
headlock on Dick and slammed him 
three times, copping the win with 
the latter toss. 


said he got a bad break from Gun- | 
He added that | 


boat Smith, referee. 
he didn’t want to squawk for pub- 
lication but that Lewis had slightly 
atrangled him several times. Once 
when Dick’s tongue was sticking 
out the boys down front figured the 
man’s wind was shut off, but he and | 
Lewis are the only guys who really 
know. Jack Curley had the show 
and quickly matched 
Sammy Stein. 
Heavyweight Ducats Lag 
Tuesday (21) the first fight card 
goes on in the bowl, with Max 


a distinct 
hour | 
old | 


| known 
| that an auction of some of her per- 
| sonal possessions would be held. 





He | 
was | 


Afterwards Shikat | 


announcement was made 


whe is conductor of 
Staats Opera of Berlin, will con- 


Richard Lert, 
the 





sammie duct the Hollywood Bowl orchestra 
Collision between cars belonging |in one concert, He’s married to 
to Slim Simmerville and Mr. andj Vicki Baum. 
Mrs. George H. Pin resulted in ———— 
death of the couple. Ethel Clayton succeeded in hav- 
nh ie = > ing set aside her interlocutory di- 
Perry O’Brien, electrician, won} yorce decree from Ian Keith. Ac- 
Metro’s annual studio golf tourna-/tress doesn’t want a reconciliation. 
ment with low gross score of 80. but figures by being matrimonial] 
bound again she can collect $4,500 
Dorothy Allen, actress, was con- | which Keith promised her in a prop 
| victed of four counts for forgery.| erty settlement at the time of di- 
She passed checks totaling $51 on} yorce. 
| the account of A. S. Land, who she es 
falsely said was her husband, Joe E. Brown had a tooth pulled, 
a |making his fourth operation at the 
Dr. Alfred Hertz will again con-|Cedgars of Lebanon hospital in the 
duct the opening Hollywood Bowl! past few weeks. 
concert July 5 a 
ee Hilton sisters (Siamese twins) 
Six Mexican musicians comprising | won a $20,000 verdict in San An- 
the orchestra at the ‘Hotel P laya j toni o against their foster parents. 
Ensenada of Ensenada, Mexico,| Twins claimed money was due them 


| boat at San Pedro by 


Lewis with | 


| 
| 
| 


Schmeling and Jack Sharkey boxing 
for the heavyweight title. The tick- | 


et demand except for the front rows 
has been lagging in the agencies 
and it is believed the $23 top is too 
high at this time. 

It has been pointed out that if, the 
match were set back until, the first 
of the month (July) when the new 
admission tax would 
there would have 
chance for big attendance. Under 
the present law all fight tickets 
over $5 have a tax of 25% slapped 
on by the government. New law 
calls for 10% on all such tickets. 

The bowl is a gently sloping af- 
fair with a macadam fiodring and 
firmly fixed seats. It is the near- 
est thing to Boyle's Thirty Acres, 
Jersey City, but the new place is 
much safer. It is sunk into the 
ground and needed no construction 
to get the slope. 


been 





Bob Spencer band into Roberts- 
at-the-Beach, San Francisco, and 
Roland Furness into Persian Gar- 
dens, Oakland. 


| years ago she brought suit for sepa- | 


be working, | 
a better | 


| longing 
| (Lucille Morrison), former film ac- | 


| 





jtress and wife of 
\ Trasker, 


| Harry Leon Wilson and a compan- | 


| were not permitted to get off their | 
immigration 
authorities. They were kept out 
under a new department FUene | 
which only permits entry of ‘recog 
nized artists.’ 


as earnings from exhibitions. 

Henry Nichols Duffy, 13, son of 
Anne Nichols and Henry Duffy, and 
'his pal, Russell Fishbeck, 14, were 
|found in Albuquerque, N. M., after 


Se irunning away from their homes in 
Film Welfare League, charitable| yan Nuys, Calif. Boys wanted to 
organization to aid picture and! see the world. 
stage people, will be incorporated sigan caincntin 
It is hoped to make the org sanization | ° 
national. Mid-West 
Lorraine Messenheimer has | | 


Ned Rafalski, manager of the Oak 
theatre, Chicago, held up by a 
couple of gunmen, who took his car 
and $800. Latter receipts from the 
ee | house, 

tenee Adoree has taken a cottage | 
n Prescott, Ariz., following her dis-| Rudolph Seibert, husband of Mar- 
charge from the sanitarium there. lene Dietrich, 

— | with a heavy guard. Stories went 
'around that’ extortionists were 
Trasker | after him. On way to Germary from 
the coast, 


brought divorce action against Hu-| 
| bert Messenheimer, composer. Four 


rate maintenance. 


— -—-- 


Jewels valued at $17,000 and be- 
to Mrs. Lucille 


Robert Joyce 
film writer, are said to be | 
missing from the Roosevelt Hotel 
vault, where she put them for safe- 
keeping. 





Tptown Village cafe, Chicago, 
robbed of $725 by night bandits. 


While the city officials are think- 


—— |ing it over Sunday picture shows 
Trial of Harvey H. Gztes’ suit | are in at Franklin, Pa. Churches 
against Aimee McPherson and J. | there protesting. 
Roy Stewart, director, for $10,000, — 
has been postponed to June 24. Wayne Short and Slyde Thomas, 


jates said he prepared a scenario | St. Paul boxers, 


gelist and Stewart. 


|; department store. No one hurt. 


Report at Salinas, Calif., has 


Satisfactory results from 
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_H. A. LANZNER, 





Dine and Dance Amid the 
Light and Airy Breezes 


In Our 


>>Roor CGaRDEN<< 


26 stories above the scorching pave- 
ments of the city. With a beautiful 
vista of Good OLD NEW YORK’S 
Skyline and Hudson River. 


To the Tunes of 


@ NOBLE SISSLE'S @ 


Internationally Famous Band 


And Other Entertainment Features 


Largest Single Rooms in New York with Bathe 
for $3.50 


Phone Circle 7-8000 


entral 








went through Chicago | 

















‘METRO’S GOLF TOURNEY 
| 
+ J . 
raneer BRINGS BROCCOLI BOOM 
Hollywood, June 13. 
According to Troy Orr, if 
: Hollywood, June 13. 

aS more banks go under, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer's annual 
B. C. Forbes will have to go to ie. te an ie laved 6ff at 
4 : - his go ourney was played c 
aoe be qyeat ea Ps _— | Lakeside to prove that Holly- 
cata naan } wood can produce the worst 

|brand of golf in the world. Lake- 


ro greens are now broccoli, 
Total of 266 players iggenc the 


6 Golf Courses in Town 


Of 65 000-—Topeka| tourney in an attempt to grab off 
is one of the 179 prizes. aadane who 
ropeka, June 13. |didn’t take some sort of a doodad 

Depression may be hurting thea ome to the wife got lost in the 
> but there re those here who il 
ners: 6 See 1 wires ; First foursome got away at 6 a. m, 
rown has two new sale toat-tites oe id 0 more heaved off before 
vores oop . — — — ; nian someone discovered that the hazard 
of 65,000 population on the eighth fairway was Ben 
Three pri ite courses have closed 1 Azza sleep 
membership lists and me dis Low gross went to Perry O'Brien, 
couraging visitors Prospect View | .yoceri ian with an 80 Hugh 
and Green Hills, public courses, 8€t- | yroore turned in an 84 with an 18 
ting plenty of business. handicap to get low net of 66. That’s 
Five swimming pools all active|the kind of golf it was. 
and 3,000,000-gallon public beach in} Schnoz at 134 
ciiy park crowded. | Jimmy Durante, with Will Ma- 

—_—_—— - o jhoney to give him advice, knocked 

off a snappy 134. Durante has 

ja @ Foxtrotters | never heard of wooden clubs and 

went the 18 playing nothing but his 

caiamiiata midiron for distance and his 
(Continued from page 1) schnozzle for putts. 

Wallace Ford copped the actors’ 
some time and has been doing Near | giyision with a 99. He was handi- 
capacity right along. capped at 20. Leo McCarey was low 

Most of the grey-haired hoofers/qirector with 86. Buster Keaton 
dance one dance and sit out half | turned in a 92. Sam Wocd and 
a dozen, making wise cracks at| Harry Beaumont finished with 99 
their equally aged pals. Few can|and 91. 
handle more than six dances in an | Everybody in the tourney 
evening, They start fast with whirl- | squawked that there were too many 
ing and kicking, but soon slow | gags for good golf. Everything 
down. Same faces and feet on the| from the razz to bird whistles were 
floor nightly with the dance hall | used to detract. Non-pro members 
|now more of a community meeting | of the club spent the morning try- 











56thSt.at7thAve.,NewYorkCity ~~ 


General Manager 





being held on}! 
for a film to be made by the evan- | charges of attempted murder after | 
| they were caught firing guns in a 


Symphony orchestra, 





public hopping spot. 

not a few 
chauf- | 
Iowans | 


place than a 
After the dance 


jing to figure out who were the nmrob 
of screws cluttering up their course. 
are met by their car and Tourney decided nothing but 
feurs. Plenty of retired caused a flock of arguments, with 
came west with  bankrolls and | everyone entered challenging his 


is over 


there’s little chance of dropping itsopponent to a private game. At 
around Twin Ballrooms. |least everyone but Durante. That’s 

~ion first time he has ever cracked 
ee et ee ee if 


Fortune in Mat Game 


Tacoma, June 13. 
It is reported on good authority 
| that Calvin Hellig, former theatre 


the Minneapolis 
Of the former 
many are renewing 
pledges this year. 


Holding that radio, 


145,000 drive for 


200 guarantors 
their 


like the press, 


we for wpe ng on tee yrs te |man of the Nortnwest has cashed in 
NeCvraskKé state supreme "oO rr. “eC - 

| 0,0 
versed the $100,000 libel suit of At- fee the tune of over $30,000 for his 
torney General C. A. Sorenson| Share in local wrestling for one 
against Richard F. Wood and sta- | year. 
tion KFAB of Lincoln, Neb. Dis- Mr. Heilig has a country home on 


trict court previously held the sta-|one of the nearby lakes and is in- 


tion not liable and awarded Soren- | active in the theatre game at pres- 
son $1 damages from Wood for al- pony He is still a showman and a 
leged defamatory remarks in a po- Teg : 

FOC e crow 
|litical speech two years ago. Sta- | gooa = as the rowds at the 


tion contended it had no power to | weeetting shows prove beyond doubt 
censor political speeches, 


|here, Seattle and Portland. 
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PHILIP BARRY’S Comedy 


‘Tue ANIMAL KINGDOM 








“BARRY'’S BEST PLAY."—-Anderson, Journal 
Staged by Gilbert Miller 
EMPIRE Theatre, B’way & 40th St. Evs. 8:40. 
. Matinees Wednesday and Saturday, 2:30. 
Broadway » Fan marae 
MAYFAIR 2:3: || ———— 
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“IS MY FACE 


RED?” “NIGHT 


COURT” 





with 
b Walter Huston, Anita Page, 
Ricardo Cortez e stan ee eles ae 
a ow eh. 
Helen Twelvetrees Lester Allen, Pegay Moves 
| RKO Radio Picture 















SEVENTH AVENUB 


O xX Y AT 60th STREBT 


$1,000,000 Stage and Screen 
Show 


“Friars” Frolic” 


PALACE B'way & 47th St. 


BEN BERNIE & BAND 
JANE & KATHERINE LEE 


DIAMOND BOYS 
and Seven Other *% Acts 










EVES. - — maar a On the Screen — James DUNN in 
ol., . 
“a 2-$1 25¢-35¢-500 “SOCLETY GIRL” —Best Yet 
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86th ST. Bet. Lex. & 30 Aves. a > % 
@ Continuous Shows w A R B Oo 
Wed. te Fri., June 5- 


in ee You Desire Me’ 


the Stage—York & 


CHARLES BICKFORD 
“SCANDAL FOR SALE” 


with 


ROSE HOBART 


Oxiag in ‘Curiosities’ 
Yasha 
Bunchuk 














On Broadway | “ . » fines ' 
Bl st ST. Gentiauses Shows One of the finest play s of 
j 15-47 the year, subtle, beautiful 
=" ‘AYE and tender.” itkinson, Times. 


CHARLES BICKFORD 


“ 9? 
“SCANDAL FOR SALE” Another Language 


with Glenn Anders. Margaret Wycherty, 





with Dorothy Stickney, John Beal 
Theatre, 45th St w f Bway 
ROSE HOBART BOOTH cyns'se. tate Weer Sato s00 
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Broadway 





Vicki Baum can play a harp. 

Ben David moving the office east. 

Tommy Kilpatrick a juror last 
week. 

Burke 
galore. 

Alex McKaig in from the Coast 
this week. 

Get a load of Eddie Carter gar- 


Symon is seeing actors 


Mexico City 


By D. L. Grahame 


Medical students of National Uni- 





gling Russian. 
Harry Lenetska has turned pro-| 
fessional parent. | 
Eddie Elkins prefers blue linen| 
slacks for golfing. 
Belle Baker at a reducing farm at | 
Farmingdale, N. J. 
Mr. and Mrs. Meyer 
ried 25 years June 8. 
The Tavern is getting to be ‘the’ 
after-show chin spot. 
Rose Franken slated for a Euro- 
pean boat ride next Sept. 
Hairdressing salons are popular- 
izing the ‘Amelia Earhart Clip.’ 
Joseph W. Gaites in the Midtown 
hospital for another ear operation. 
Dan Daughesty blossoming out in 


rerson mar- 





corduroy ensemble. Upper part is 
red. 

The Jeff McCarthys will hie} 
themselves to Westchester. this 
week. 

Buddy Kusell has gone in for 
yachting, but not on his own 
yacht. 


Bernie Simon a Westchester com- | 
muter and an early riser, not from! 
desire. 

Back-to-the-soil Pierson (Wayne) 
is around collecting shrubs—any- 
body’s. 

Irving Beck cultivating his voice— 
in preparation for the next hockey 
season. 

Herman Shumlin and Edmond 
Pauker staying at the Grand hotel 
in Vienna. 

Jack Curley has moved offices to 
the Times building. Tin ears there 
for first time. 

Charlie Abramson has a skeleton 
ash try ‘on his desk. Chin wiggles 
*n’ everything. 

Mack Hilliard to be gen. mgr. for 
Lew Brown and Ray Henderson's 
legit productions. 

Harold Winston, director, has» 
stepped out of that Sharon, Conn., 
summer stock troupe. 

Harold Ward inherited a dog 
that’s a probable blue-ribbon win- 
ner except for the tail. 

Jules Murry of the Shubert office 
a grandpop. Non-pro daughter is 
Mrs. John H. Crockett. 

Al Grossman has built a new 
home at Crestwood, N..Y., with a 
housewarming in offing. 

Bill Hardey taking his matutinal 
Central Park canter. Simply ele- 
gant in whipcord jodphurs. 

Bill Murphy, film press represent- 
ative, is now an executive in New 
York’s unemployment bureau. 

Jeanne Cohen hostessed at a din- 
ner Paul Bern of Metro gave last 
week for several young playwrights. 

A Sixth avenue merchant is ad- 
vertising his bankruptcy sale with 
the slogan,eCaught with the goods.’ 

New stationery ordered for the 
RKO theatres will be ordered to 
carry shadow prints of Radio City. 

Bland Johaneson and her mother 
Swapped country and city homes. 
So Bland is now back to civiliza- 
tion. 

Wm. Morris Mayfair bldg. more 
compact but still on two floors, left 
wings on each shut off for conser- 
vation. 

Al Goodman, wife and son will 
vacash in Paris, Berlin and Vienna. 
Goodman will meet Russell Bennett 
in Vienna, 

Louis K. Sidney is nerts about 
card tricks. Makes him the life of 
all parties. He's studying magic on 
the side, too. 

Some of the poolrooms around 
town have taken a tip from film 
houses. They’ve induced a before 
and after 1 p. m. price scale. 

Al B. White, for the Nassau Ken- 
nel clubs, starts another season of 
greyhound racing nightly at the 
Mineola fair grounds June 17. 

Only the below-$50 weekly salary- 
ites rate a one-week vacash at the 
RKO home ossif. No siestas other- 
wise for the more expensive help. 

Fally Markus and the wife were 
rescued in their boat while fishing 
off Far Rockaway, Fuiiy picking up 
a cold through spilling into the 
ocean, 

Some Motion Picture Club mem- 
bers sore at club firing Theiss, the 
headwaiter. Simultaneously, the 
club officers are starting a drive on 
slow pa; boys. 

Swanky estates on Long Island 
are still being thrown open to the 
public for a small fee. Money goes 
to the Wayside Home for Girls at 
Valley Stream. 

Frank Darling, head of West- 
chester’s Playland, writes that 
even he pays daily to park his own 
auto. So, says Darling, there’s no 
chance for any oakleys this summer. 

Broadway pedestrians being en- 
tertained nightly by a hill-billy who 
recites ‘The Lehigh Valley’ and ‘The 
Baggage Coach Ahead’ to baliyhoo 





his sidewalk sale of a booklet of 
poems. 
Paul Yawitz anonymously re- 


ferred to himself as a half-the-size 
bespectacled columnist in 
a 
sock at 'what columnist.’ The Sun- 
day ‘Mirror’ commentator was the 
target at Tex Guinan’s L, I. road- 
house, 


| National Lottery. 


versity spurn the cap and go in for 
black derbies. 

National Railways of Mexico is 
to increase to 50% its 30% fare cut 
for Mex road shows. 

Virginia Fabregas, Mexico’s Sarah 
Bernhardt, has gone to Spain shop- 
ping for plays new to Mexico. 

A temblor started June 3 which 
shook everybody out of bed. Thea- 
tres and cinemas report no damage. 

An automobile emporium adver- 
tises the premium of a piano with 
each motor truck bought for cash. 

Circulation of American money in 
border Mex towns has been declared 
legal by the federal attorney gen- 
eral. 

Civic fathers ban from stage and 
picture theatres children of less 
than three years, contending that 
they annoy customers. 

Depresh has come at last to the 
Public Charities, 
largely supported by the N. L., re- 
ports its income way off. 

U. S. dollar has soared from the 
normal two to one to 3.60 against 
the peso. For 10 smackers you now 
get 36 pesos, which buys quite a lot. 

Mexico has shipped her first prize 
beauty to Europe. She is Dolores 
Beatriz Fernandez del Campo. Go- 
ing to international contest in 
France. 

Theatrical and Cinema Council, 
group which is campaigning for 
more breaks for native stage and 
screen, wants State Department to 
extend to provinces measure de- 
manding that theatres exhibit a na- 
tional production at least once 
monthly and a native picture once 
weekly. 





Loop 





Bill Pine yearning for a new bus. 

Fritz Blocki has a spirited home. 

Glen Burt back in town and in 
biz again. 

Bill Elson on a business trip to 
New York. 

Lou Abramson blew himself to a 
new set of rags. 

Dick Hoffman did a Culbertson 
on Bern Bernard. 

Jack Friedman now booking for 
Capitol films here, 

Ashton Stevens 
from Gene Dennis. 

Coney Holmes visiting the loop 
after a long absence. 

Seymour Shapiro will be married. 
He’s serious this time. 

Jimmy Ray surprised himself by 
breaking 110 at Big Oaks. 

Joe Manne celebrated his promo- 
tion in the DeSylva office. 

Jack Horwits now the ‘man of 
letters’ on Randolph street. 

Tom Carmody goes back a long 
way, and can he remember? 

Leo Salkin is a great straight 
man, especially for the wife. 

Chick Castle once more working 
hard at the music plugging biz. 

Dave Dubin is readying a new 
picture release classification for the 
town. 

Dick Bergen picking up special 
attractions for Publix-Great States 
spots. 

Sam Roberts is in training for 
next year’s auto races at Indian- 


got an earful 


apolis. P 

Phil Davis, the barrister, has his 
script, ‘Hell's Amazons,’ looking 
Hollyward. 


Harry P. Munns still a hound for 
practical joking, with that poker 
face intact. 

Jack Thoma scurrying to Cincin- 
nati and back in advance of Colum- 
bia flickers. 

It’s a toss-up between a boat or 
motor trip to the Coast for the 
Jack Waldrons. 

H. Leopold Spitalny, credited with 
a gag by Jack Osterman, knows 
nothing about it. 

Loop’s latest optic tickler: the 
shorts sported by Cecil Spooner in 
‘Love on Approval.’ 

Molly Goldstein singing again 
after having been a doctor's star 
patient for weeks. 

Boris Petroff and the Missus, 
Dorothy Berke, doing an ‘old lang 
syne’ around town. 

Bill Pine’s departure from B. & 
K, leaves Dave Lipton as the last 
of the old guard of the firm’s p. a.’s. 

Couple of news cameramen did a 
foldup on Irene Bordoni when she 
objected to being snapped in a straw 
hat. 

Musicians have moved out of the 
old hall and into temporary quar- 
ters while waiting for the new 
building, 

Jack Haley goes philosophical and 








panning | 
Broadway playboy who took a} 


wonders why he couldn't have been 
j} born into a period void of turmoil 
and tumult. 

With ‘Counsellor-at-Law’ back at 
jthe Selwyn, Ned Holmes and Col 
| Roche can now resume their mutual 
reminiscing. 

Spike O'Donnell hired the Little 
Theatre on Wabash avenue to give 
his two daughters a chance to strut 

their dance talent. 
| Willie Howard's 


| 
| 
| 
| 


dressing room 


looks like a dispensary. Can tell 
about more maladies than there are 
in the medical books. 

Baseball game between Jimmy 
Garrigan’s band and the Woods’ 
building seng pluggers wound up in 
a 14-4 disaster for the musicians. 





Paris 


Irving Schwerke to Berlin. 

Jean Weber changing pals. 

Sholom Asch to Bad Gasten, 

Charley Gordon back from Lon- 
don. 

Edith Wharton in town for open- 
ings. 

Doug Brinkley back to look over 
field. 

Etta Lee sitting at the Cafe de la 


Paix. 

Cathleen Calhoun Doucet around 
town. 

Tennis matches Paris’ biggest 
draw. 


The Elmer Rice family has ar- 
rived. 

Colette d'Arville set in her new 
home. 
Norman Matson left Sunday for 
home. 
Helena Rubenstein coming back 


again. 
Hector Turnbull back at the 
Crillon. 
Carroll MacComas has disap- 
peared. 
The Gordon Pollocks at late 


parties. 
What Lou Holtz thinks of Bal 
Tabarin. 


Plenty of headaches over no bonus 
passage. 

No one knows what Douglas Cook 
is doing. 

Kiki Hewlett intrigued by red 
cocktails. 


Jennie Dolly to Berlin with the 
Netchers. 
Jean de Limur looking for Span- 
ish types. 
George Oppen among first night- 
errs at films. . 
Beulah Livingstone 
her publicity. 
Pearl Shepheard says her heart’s 
in Hollywood. 
Rob Schless glad all his Warner 
mob left town, 
Ruth Draper in Paris for a few 
days’ mimicry. 
Saul Colin is getting ready for 
another degree. 
Serge Lifar going in for the social 
thing seriously. 
Victor Prahl 
American Club, 
Randy Bartlett talking about old 
Hollywood days. 
Ruth Draper over from Switzer- 
land for a week. 

Josephine Baker in town for char- 
ity performance. 


publicizing 


singing for the 


Herman Shumlin staying with 
friends in Senlis. 
Where has Gerald Kelly been 


keeping himself? 

Edna St. Vincent Millay getting 
ready for London, 

Charles K. Gordon to boss the 
screenified Apollo. 

William Brady to bring ‘Chambre 
d’Hotel’ to New York. 

Mabel Corey called off her Ritz 
brawl to get to London, 

Everyone wants to know where to 
find Charley MacArthur. 

Mare Connelly and Bob Sherwood 
left suddenly for London, 

The Kastners toasting the Huls- 
wits before their sailing. 

Chaliapin giving a rare perform- 
ance at the Ambassadeurs, 

Michel Simon developing quite a 
reputation for temperament. 

Sale of the late Anatole France’s 
manuscripts brings more than $15,- 
000. 

Jeanne Helbling living on her 
yacht while doing a film on the 
Riviera, 

Dope association of foreign critics 
trying to gyp newspaper crowd out 
of dues. : 

Tarl Carroll lingering on a while 
and getting Jim Eitereid to do some 
publicity. 

Irving Marks dividing his time 
between the Shubert and Brady 
apartments. 

Cecile Sorel, veteran 
Francaise actress, 
reminiscences. 

George Kahn sending profuse 
apologies to his friends because he 
went Paris when here, 

Walter Lang cabling his friends 
to keep an open chair with some 
pernod in Montparnesse. 

Norma Talmadge and George Jes- 
sel entertaining at the Grand Ecart 
on eve of Jessel’s sailing. 

Garrett Graham. still 
around on fourth novel. 
Graham staying in London. 


Comedie 
to publish her 





floating | 


Carroll 


When Rex Smith crashed front | 
pages with bogus bullfight story | 


local scribes just about collapsed. 
Blind Tiger, in Grand-Ecart, ad-!} 
vertising itself as Paris’ first speak- | 
easy, with a prohibition setting, but | 
no bathtub gin. 
There are three social crowds 
among Americans in Paris—those of | 








| Elsa Maxwell, Mrs. Symes Lehr and | 
|} the American Women's Club. Ganna | 
| Walska has principally foreigners at | 





London 


Fiveryone gone Yo-Yo mad here. 


Donovan Pedelty coming over on 
vacation. 

Gina Malo goes to the races with 
Lord Decies. 

Warwick Ward off to the Conti- 
nent on a film. 

B. B. C. having mike trouble at 
their new studios. 

Carlyle Blackwell won five grand 
in the Irish sweep. 

Nell Kelly having forced week's 
vacation in hospital. 

Julian Rose’s five return dates at 
the London Pavilion. 

‘Cat and the Fiddle’ 
its 100th performance. 

Anthony Vivian’s band to the 
Berkeley for the season. 

Harriet Hoctor off to Paris for 
vacation after ‘Bow Bells.’ 

Gittoes Davies, Par’s new press 
agent, bought a 10-litre hat. 

Actresses still sore over 
Madeleine Carroll presentation. 

W. L. Passpart estabiishing RKO 
booking office in Charing Cross. 

Henry Sherek taking day off to 
go racing with Charles Gulliver. 

Four London publishers off all 
first movel purchases this season. 

Moss Empires houses in Newport 
and Swansea closing for summer. 

Lawyer discovered similarity be- 
tween Van Druten’s new show and 

Al Green and two Warner direc- 


celebrating 


that 


tors over on holiday and seeing 
places. 
London’s new free show, the 
Haymarket amusement park, is 
folding. 


John Henry, the only star the 
B. B. C. ever made, is still touring 
the halls. 

Roy Fox and band booked fort- 
night at Palladium, opening Aug. 1, 
at $1,600 per. 





liedaal. 


Percy Kent ill. 

Loretta Young going to Tahiti. 

Wynne Gibson moved to Malibu. 

Clarence Brown returns July 15. 

Darryl Zanuck returns June 28. 

Nancy Carroll now calls Beverly 
Hills home. 

Murray Pennock handling Chinese 
exploitation. 

Peter Shaw, English actor, lectur- 
ing on Africa. 

Harriett Parsons wears red, white 
and blue socks. 

Robert Woolseys moved into their 
new Malibu home. 

The Taft Schreibers are shopping 
for suitable names. \ 

Lady Diana MBathurst 
Baroness Von Ulm. 

Gary Cooper’s ensconced in Greta 
Garbo’s former home. 

Barthelmess will vacation in the 
Scandinavian countries, 

Production of ‘Rain' held up four 
days on account of rain. 

Edna Mae Oliver and Roscoe Ates 
back from stage dates. 

Sid Schallmann back from Chi- 
cago with more perfume. 

Wm. Anthony McGuire has only 
one apartment in Hollywood. 

Al Kingston’s new white car looks 
like a convertible ambulance. 

Bud Barsky claims he has eigh- 
teen grand tied up in monkeys. 

Ramon Novarro staying in ’Frisco 
until called for work at Metro. 

Al Feinmann says Hollywood is 
oke. Been here four weeks now. 

Lina Basquette turned down a 
week's personals in San Francisco. 

Allard DeRidder, L. A. musician, 
now conductor of the Vancouver, 
B. C., Symphony Society. 

Paulette Goddard, Roach studio's 
platinum blonde, drives an Hispano 
Suiza and four other cars. 

Marquis and Marquise Henry de 
la Falaise (Constance Bennett) say 
they’ll Europe in September. 

Latest idea to build theatre busi- 
ness is to run country store nights 
with bank buildings as prizes, 

James Whale wants to visit Eng- 
land after he’s through cutting ‘Old 
Dark House.’ Been away two years. 

Arch Reeve is looking around for 
jobs for his two husky sons this 
summer. 

Wife and son of Charles Wuerz, 
Fox-West Coast manager, to N. Y. 
for a visit. 

Sarah Schwartz, at one time nurse 
to Junior Laemmle, is the fav extra 
on that lot. 

Cliff Work is all through flying 
after a 100-minute trip here from 
San Francisco, 

Bernie Grossman between 
compositions is also acting 
Mack Sennett studios. 

Before leaving Oakland, Cal., last 
week Eddie Peabody engaged Lou 
Reis as advance man, F 

Eleanor Barnes, m. p. editor of the 
Illustrated ‘News,’ has a _ brother, 
Brooks, doing police on the same 
sheet, ‘ 

Mrs. Joe Leo won the oil paint- 
ing raffled off by Eddie Cantor for 
benefit of the Jewish Convalescent 
home. 

Cliff Wheeler, indie director, goes 


visiting 


lyrical 
at the 


a English and royalty at the same 
1er fetes, ‘ i time when he embarks for England 





ee 
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Buenos Aires 


By. Harry E. Goldfiam 





Plenty flu’ here. 

Pascual Contursi, perhaps best 
known tango author, died here. _ 

Warners have four huge electric 
signs in center, fifty-fifty with Cine 
Astor, 

Fox's Spanish ‘Mama,’ flop in 
first-run, doing great biz in sec- 
onds and neighborhoods. 

Plenty German films here, mostly 
weak. ‘York,’ German, got panned, 
‘Congress Dances’ making money. 


Irene Lopez Heredia, Spanish 
artiste, doing well here at the 
Opera Theatre with Spanish legit, 

lox ended good month for re- 
leases with ‘Wicked,’ fair, announc- 
—_ ‘ ‘Delicious’ and ‘Ambassador 
sill. 


Total takings at the Colon Granda 


Opera gala performance at the 
opening on May 25 were $36,000 
pesos. 


Warners releasing every Tuesday 
at New Astor. ‘Man Who Played 
God’ clicked, now current replacing 
Tuesday with ‘Union Depot.’ 


Par’'s ‘Shanghai Express’ | still 
red-hot, probably go another fort- 
night. Par intends showing ‘One 


Hour’ in English and French, 

‘Frankenstein’ still holding up at 
Porteno, but the four nurses en- 
gaged to help customers in faint- 
ing act haven't had a call yet. 

‘Excelsior,’ picture maz produced 
locally, dies in its 19th year and 
from ashes rises ‘Film,’ same 
owner—A,. Alvarez, also owns chain 
of cines. 

United Artists released Spanish 
‘Sonadores de Gloria’ at pop prices, 
Teatro San Martin went over mild. 
Features Lia Tora, M. Contreras 
Torres and Paul Ellis. 

Show biz bad, way off last year, 
Calculate admissions about 30-40% 
lower, while overhead that much up 
due to increased duties on _ film, 
Spite of that no showman in bank- 
ruptcy. 

Argentina’s first cine hold-up has 
just taken place. Masked men en- 
tered the San Martin cine at San 
Juan, gagged and bound the owner 
and a Warner representative, Mr. 
Famat, and took $3,000. 

Cables from Santiago, Chile, say 
350 cines there will close, foreign 
producers having issued ultimatum 
that unless sufficient foreign ex- 
change is provided by Exchange 
Committee there will be no more 
pictures. 

‘Arsene Lupin,’ day and date Pal- 
ace and Grand-Splendid, did well. 
Remains at Palace. At Grand- 
Splendid ‘Panama Flo’ replacing. 
‘Private Lives’ at Broadway fair, 
Par to replace next Tuesday with 
‘Ladies of Big House.’ 





Riviera 
By Frank Scully 


Mary Garden in. 

Strawberries still steep. 

Bill Seabrook at Toulon. 

Mrs. Chauncey Olcott in Monte. 

Franco Films studios reopened. 

Bernard Grasset hiding for health. 

Lincoln Schuster’s trip off for the 
mo. 

Betty Compton reading and write 
ing. 

J. P. McEvoy down for summer 
visitor. 

Laurence Vail has a new second- 
hand car. 

Ed Perkins coming back next fall 
for Ballet Russe. 

Kay Boyle’s ‘Year Before Last’ 
due out week after next. 

Vice prexy of foreign press mob 
is a Swedish massage maestro. 

Stuart Benson claiming Art 
Young ruled him out of six lyrics. 

Boske Antheil driving to Paris to 
meet her Guggenheim prize-winner. 

P. G. Wodehouse has the same 
view (from his villa) as H. G. 
Wells. 

Mugg Scully’s ‘Fun in Bed,’ a gag 
book for convalescents, dedicated to 
his first born. 

Ed Hope Coffey of Cannes plenty 
praised for his full col pome in the 
Conning Tower. 

One avowed highbrow who spat 
at the idea of any entertainment in 
talkers, saw ‘Luneville’ six times, 
causing a holdover. 

Grand Duke Alexandre, even with 
his biog a best seller, says he’s 
strapped, as the dough goes through 
six hands before it reaches his. 

Nina Bowyer, Irish poetess, found 
a pension for 92 cents a day, meals 
included, but after waiting a week 
for a meal decided to move to a 
higher-priced hotel and go on an 
18-day diet. 





to direct two pictures for British 
Authors, Ltd., and resumes his real 
name, Alexis Thurn-Taxis. 

Buddy Fisher, Chicago band lead- 
er, probable for reopening of the 
Embassy Club, in two weeks as an 
open-air cafe. 

Robert Vignola threw a party for 
Nan Halperin, who spent an hour 


riding around the hills trying to 
locate his home, 
M-G-M studios repeated its an- 


nual donation to the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff's Relief Fund by prs- 
ducing a one-reel advertising sub- 
ject for its forthcoming picnic, 
which will be exhibited at all the- 
atres in the county. 
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Government started talking about 
entertainment at military training 
camps. Proposition was then for 
private capital to make the venture 
with the approval of the authorities. 


Joe Schenck gave up his position 
with Loew as vaudeville booker to 
look after his numerous picture in- 
terests. Jake Lubin succeeded him. 
Schenck then had Norma Talmadge, 
Fatty Arbuckle and Evelyn Nesbit 
under contract. Studio in the 
Times Square section. 

Van and Schenck and Belle Baker 
were to be at the National Winter- 
garden on the east side. Did their 
own acts and doubled in a three- 
pome. 


Jess Willard had purchased the 
Buffalo Bill Wild West show from 
Ed Arlington. Had been traveling 
with the show getting $500 a day 
and a split. 

Chicago opera company réported 
$30,000 in subscriptions for the en- 
suing season. Galli Curci had much 
to do with it. Had been $4,000 the 
previous year, 


‘Variety’ was campaigning against 


film trade-press showings. Con- 
sistently refused to cover these 
shows, contending audience reac- 


Idea still holds. 

The Shuberts were making an- 
other effort to break into the film 
business. 


tion was needed. 





Universal was advertising ‘The 
Gray Ghost’ as ‘the first and only 
serial ever filmed direct from the 
‘Saturday Evening Post.’ 

Am. Fed. of Musicians peeved at 
the stand ASCAP had taken about 
performing licenses, Restaurants 
were cutting bands to help pay the 
music fee, and the _ federation 
threatened to refuse to play any 
music controlled by ASCAP. Never 
came to a head. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’) 








St. Louis had three outdoor opera 
troupes, two of them playing ‘Oli- 
vette.’ 


Gustave Frohman took over the 
Baldwin theatre, San Francisco, 
then a class house. He was later 
passed by his brothers and played 
the Frohman hits in the tanks. He 
Was the reason Charles and Daniel 
Frohman ‘presented’ their plays 
with their first names underlined 
on the billboards. 

Two professional ball leagues, the 
‘League’ and the ‘American Cham- 
pionship.’ First had eight clubs in- 
cluding Troy, Providence’ and 
Worcester. Other had six. New 
York not represented in either. 


Inquirer was informed there were 
colored circus clowns now and then, 
but that they did not last long. 


. Board of Aldermen in N. Y. passed 
an ordinance against advertising 
vans on city streets. 


. Actors’ Fund incorporated under 
the N. Y. state laws with capital of 
$50,000. More than 200 managers 
and actors named as incorporators. 





Summer snaps were opening and 
closing along Broadway. Post-sea- 
s0n rentals were small and shoe- 
Stringers took chances, with no 
Equity to bother them about bond- 
ing. 


Silbon troupe of gymnasts making 
its first American tour in the Fore- 
Paugh show. 


James Brown, owner of a small 
circus, refused to take out a license 
in Southwest City, Mo., and armed 
three employees to resist the sher- 
iff. One was shot and killed, with 
Wounded on both sides. 





| sound effects having been added. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


eee 


Lewis Milestone will require seven weeks of shooting time to com- 
plete ‘Rain,’ with exception of two scenes, at the Isthmus location on 
Catalina Islands. Two specified scenes will be made at the United 
Artists’ studio, with the entire picture cut and ready to preview upon 
their completion. 

Milestone will wind up cameraing June 18. Figures he can bring the 
picture in at cost of around $300,000, as no time was wasted on location. 
Whenever weather conditions were unsuitable to exterior shooting, in- 
terior stuff was registered. Company works every night due to fact 
that the film, which will religiously conform to the stage play, has two- | 
thirds of its action after sundown. 

Expense of maintaining the company of around 150 is around $5,000 | 
a week for the seven weeks. Walter Huston is playing Rey Davidson 
in the guise of a reformer, with the garb semi-clerical. 





The next six or eight weeks will be the most crucial in the history of 
the picture industry, foresee the major theatre operators, but belief also | 
is that the upturn will begin between July 15 and Aug. 1. | 

When that occurs the circuits will attempt to maintain their present 
economic scale of operation. None will allow heavy overheads to creep 
back any more, 

Some optimism is also gained from what is referred to as ‘a new era 
of pictures,’ as virtually every company has been reorganizing its studio 
setups and exercising greater care in the selection of stories and talent. 
These pictures are expected to incept an era of superior quality of pic- 
tures and will begin to release around Aug. 15. 





Inability of Richard Mitchell, western division manager for Talking 
Picture Epics, to get together with Sol Lesser on a percentage deal | 
whereby Mitchell would take over indie operation of the six western | 
TPE exchanges, is the reason for the latter’s withdrawal from the | 
company. 

Lesser’s plan was for Mitchell to handle distribution and get the short 
end of a 30-70 split. This was okay with Mitchell except the proviso 
that the money was to go to New York and be divided later. Individual 
exchange managers have agfeed to finance their own offices in four spots. 
These are Ray Olmstead, Los Angeles; Carl Milton, San Francisco, and 
Jack Rosenberg, Portland and Seattle. 


Defeat of Senator Brookhart in the iowa primaries prompted a series 
of mild celebrations in film political circles. 

Brookhart and Abram Myers, head of Allied Exhibitors, have con- 
sistently been linked together by film insiders. Both men hail from Iowa 
and it was the senator who is credited with getting Myers his appoint- 
ment on the Federal Trade Commission. It was after Myers had pre- 
sided over the Federal Trade Practice conferences that Brookhart intro- 
duced his bill, aimed to shatter block booking and protection. 

The Allied organization was the only group in the industry which 
favored passage of the Brookhart bill. 


| against the estate. 
| obtained judgment for $6,800. A stipulation made by Baron virtually 





Lee Renee, nee Amalie Baruch, daughter of H. M. Baruch and niece | 
of Bernard and Sailing, Sr., has evidently decided that pictures are all 
right in their place, and the place to see them is on the screen. Miss 
Baruch, under her nom-de-screen, has been flitting in and out of Warner 
shorts for the past year over at the Flatbush studio. 

Miss Renee, or Baruch, supplied sufficient atmosphere for the WB one 
and two-reelers to the extent that she was rewarded with a three-line 
‘side’ in one short. Then came the depresh. Since which time the young 
lady has been contemplating the stage but with no decision to date. 


Unable to secure a New York first run booking for Eddie Buzzell’s first 
directorial effort, ‘The Big Timer,’ after months of negotiation, picture is 
being released everywhere else. It was given its Brooklyn first run | 
recently at the Albee, Brooklyn, through RKO, but New York is holding | 
up. 

Efforts to shunt the picture into the Roxy or Strand, New York, have 
so far not resulted in a contract. Columbia, from accounts, is demanding 
terms. On general release in all other parts of the country, ‘Tig Timer’ 
has also been given its first London showing. 


Film chatter writers who try to get their friends jobs in studios 
through publicity departments get spanked by John LeRoy Johnston, 
p. a. at Universal, in the shape of bulletins posted all through his de- 
partment. 

‘This department is not interested in getting jobs for actors or tech- 
nicians,’ the notice reads. Also it states that no influence will be 
exerted by the publicity department in this regard. It’s aimed at the 
chatterers and their stooges who just know the right player for this or 
that part or berth. 


Picture lobbyists are burned over what they describe as a credit steal 
after the legislative horse had been locked in the barn. It seems that 
an hour after Governor Moore of New Jersey informed anxious delegates 
that there would be no tax on merchandise or theatres, and that it 
would be up to the people to decide at the next election, Sidney Samuel- | 
son, Jersey exhib leader, walked into the gathering place. 

The next day a statement was published giving Samuelson and some 
of the Jersey exhibs entire credit for defeating the tax. 





Showing the ¢sncubation of.a chicken until it breaks the shell has re- 
quired Naturalist Pictures, Inc., operating out of Universal studios, to 
set up a special electrical synchronized motor that will record one frame 
each 10 minutes during the 21 days. 

To penetrate the inside workings of an egg shell required the pro- 
ducers to insert a transparent window in the shell. Other subjects of 
nature being filmed by this company are the antics of ants, termites, 
scorpions, other reptiles and insects. 





Fox-West Coast managers, meeting in Los Angeles at the regular di- 
vision meeting, were asked to outline exploitation plans and ideas for 
the next 10 pictures they are to play. 

Circuit disregarded the fact that of the 10 pictures several were not 
yet released and managers in a number of instances didn’t even know 
the theme of the pictures or the casts. Nevertheless, complete campaigns 
were asked. 





——— 


When it became known that RKO had not booked the 12 Chaplin 
reissues, which Radio Pictures included in its announcement, rival cir- 
cuits made inquiries as to the availability of these shorts. Among these 
chains was Loew. 

The Chaplins are two-reelers made in the old Mutual days but with 


Ike Libson, who was division manager over Cincinnati, Columbus and 
Dayton for RKO, made deals with several film companies for flat buys | 
on various films. When Libson resigned, these same firms asked to be | 


released from their promise as the agreement was made with Libson 
direct on a personal plea, 
They were asked to continue their proposition and later agreed. 
cee se | 
In order to eliminate confusion in the trade which, they say, has ex- | 
| isted since Edward Tinker divorced pictures from theatre interests and 
set up each as separate entities, Fox Film executives state that FF is 


lnside Stufl—Legit 


Saul J. Baron, attorney for the late A. L. Erlanger and temporary 
administrator for the estate, walked out of the New Amsterdam building 
where the Erlanger headquarters are located and has opened his own 
office following a series of differences ‘with former Supreme Court Judge 
Mitchell L. Erlanger, present head of the Erlanger enterprises. 

Recently Baron issued an accounting wherein it was figured that the 
Erlanger estate was worth but $124. Value of the estate was put down 
at $1,000,000, but liabilities leave little net. The attorney has applied to 
the surrogate for a reduction of the $2,000,000 bond which he was re- 
quired to file at the time of appointment. Matter is to be argued next 
Tuesday (21). 

First intimation that Judge Erlanger and Baron were at odds cropped 
up.during the suit of Victor Leighton, former chief booker for Erianger’s, 
Leighton claimed a share of the booking fees and 
clinched Leighton’s case. Judge Erlanger defended for the estate and in 
open court criticized Baron for signing ‘such a stipulation.’ 

Baron entered the office about 10 years ago succeeding 
Joseph P. Bickerton, Jr., his appointment being made at the suggestion 
of the judge. During the proceedings in which Charlotte Fixel sought 


Erlanger 


| the right to sue the estate as the commonlaw wife of the late A. L. 
| Erlanger, Baron withdrew as an executor of the will in order to qualify 


as a witness. Despite the reported dispute with Judge Erlanger, how- 
ever, he must continue as temporary administrator of the estate until 
discharged by the court. 

Last week Judge Erlanger married Janet Nordenshield, friend of long 
standing. They collaborated in the writing of several unproduced plays. 
He was a bachelor, aged 75 years, the bride being 48. He lived with his 
sister Rae who died recently. Latter’s will bequeathed $35,000 to her 
sister, the mother of Leonard E, Bergman, $10,000 to Mrs. Louis F, 
Werba, a niece, the residuary estate going to the judge. 





Bela Blau will bring ‘The Mad Hopes,’ by Romney Brent, recently 
given a coast tryout by Belasco & Curran, to Broadway this fall, but 
without Billie Burke as star, as in the coast tryout. Meanwhile, Blau will 
be with Vladimir Rosing at Magnolia, Mass., to stage several summer 
tryouts. 

‘Hopes,’ for Broadway, will be staged by the producer, who took over 
the direction for Belasco & Curran after Edward MacGregor was let out. 
Brent is en route to Europe to star in C. B. Cochrane’s revue by Noel 
Coward. 


The sign man who painted the house boards for ‘Hired Husband’ at 
the Bijou had an argument about the bill. Unable to get what he wanted 
he removed the signs last week. 

Robert Sterling, who produced the show, thereupon lettered the billing 
himself on oilcloth, the home-mades covering up the empty spaces. He 
claimed the sign guy didn’t follow instructions and that he promised to 
pay only after corrections had been made. Show is co-op. 


N. Y. Supreme Court has set an occupancy value of $300 monthly on 
the offices in the Globe Theatre building which Charles Dillingham now 
occupies. Motion was made by Spear Securities, which brought about 
the placing of Dillingham’s house in receivership. 

Motion means that Dillingham must either pay that $300 or vacate, 


Irving Salkow, young legit manager, suddenly found himself in the 
men’s clothing biz two weeks ago. Happened when his father was 
rushed to the hospital with appendix trouble. 

Salkow has been forced to give up his proposed summer stock in the 
Catskills. 





Feeling among indie producers is that there will be very little, if any, 
financing from Leblang’s next season. Some of the shows Leblang’s lost 
on during this past semester were ‘There You Are,’ ‘When the Bough 
Breaks,’ ‘Take My Tip.’ 


Harry Moses has dropped ‘Phaea,’ German play by Fritz von Unruh, 
Piece has a film background. 

Moses is now abroad to buy shows and arrange a London showing of 
his ‘Warrior’s Husband.’ 


Equity’s latest deputy bulletin informs that 39 tent companies are out. 
There was a third of that number trouping several weeks ago and 10 
times that many two years ago. 





interested in only one Fox theatre in the east. 
Philadelphia. 


This house is the Fox, 


Clara Bow won't talk herself out of pictures in ‘Men Call Her Sav- 
age,’ which Sam Rork is producing for Fox release. Upon instruction, 
Edwin Burke is writing the screen treatment 75% camera and 25% 
dialog. 

Miss Bow has pushed her weight down from 134 to 123. She must 
lose another five pounds by July 15 so production can start. 





Ex-wife of a character actor who recently hit stardom with unique 
characterizations intends syndicated story of how she was forced from 
happy domesticity to divorce and ruin by her husband’s success. 

Formerly a dancer, the girl was dropped by the actor just when the 
breaks started coming for him, Destitute, the ex-wife wound up in dives 
of the Panama Canal region, 


With the selling season under way, Universal is putting into effect a 
new advertising policy. The main feature calls for the company holding 
down on paid space until a picture proves its merit. 

In the past, U has found that money spent in advertising campaigns 
was wasted when the product intrinsically failed to deliver. 


Film heads are set at rest in one particular—they will not have to 
travel to Washington to face the Senate committee inquiring into siock 
methods, according to word brought back by insiders. These add that 
even Harry Warner didn’t have to appear and that his getting on the 
record was solely because of his own insistence to do so, 

WB thrice beat the opposish into B’way with cycle films. In ‘Mouth- 
piece, WB got the jump by a fortnight on the criminal lawyer string. 
With ‘Dark Horse’ last week, it marked the first of the political satires, 
and with ‘Love Is a Racket,’ WB beat in RKO’s ‘Is My Face Red?’ by 
a night. Latter went into the Mayfair. 


Advertising over the Publix chain is being cut 50% for June and July, 
to approximate the figure at which the circuit held its costs in that 
direction last summer. With the reductions, the chain is spending 
around $100,000 weekly on advertising. 


Fox is giving Peggy Shannon a publicity and advertising build up. 
Initial grooming is on ‘Society Girl,’ where she shares same size type 
with James Dunn and Spencer Tracy, Previously at Paramount for a@ 
buildup as Clara Bow’s successor. 

Hippodrome, Cleveland, was some $50,000 in the red when {it 
It's average loss from January 1 until the house shut down has 
been in the neighborhood of $2,500 weekly. 


RKO 


closed. 
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Passes Taxed at Face Under New 
Law; Washes Up Shoestringers 





Unless the next session of Con- 
gress amends the new revenue law, 
the most exacting government ad- 
apply all 
and sports 


missions’ taxes will in 


classes of amusements 
for two years starting next Tuesday 
(21). 
the 

provisions have been ironed out, but 
10% on all tickets priced above 40 
cents is to be collected by the gov- 


ernment. Text of the law concludes 
with the provision that on July 1, 
1934, the tax is to apply only on 
tickets priced at more than $3, 
which is the present law. 

For the past two years the ad- 
mission tax has applied especially 
to the legit and professional box- 
ing, few other tickets of admissions 
being priced above $3. With the 
legit in a decline, an effort was 
made to exempt that class of| 
amusements in the new law. The | 
Senate Finance Committee rejected 
the proposal by a close vote of 10 


wartime and subsequent tax 


to eight. An even split might have 
resulted in a lesser burden to 
Broadway. 


There is some hope of a change 
in the whole tax scheme before the 
season is half over, however. It is 
predicted that the December ses- 
sion of Congress will consider the 
rejected sales tax idea. If so it 
might supersede many other levies 
including admissions, regarded as 
a nuisance tax. ; 


Impost on Passes 


Under the new law free admis- 
sions call for the same amount of 
tax as tickets regularly paid for, 
the law stating that ‘an equivalent 
tax shall be collected based on the 
price so charged to such other per- 
sons for the same or similar ac- 
commodations, to be paid by the 
person so admitted.’ 

That is bad news to small cost or 
eo-operative shows which have 
strung along with ‘pass money’ 
making up a considerably portion 
ef the receipts. The law appar- 
éntly will automatically close shows 
which try to shoe-string in that 
manner. Some houses, particularly 
the Shuberts, have collected 10% 
on passes, such money supposedly 
going into an ‘employees benevo- 
lent fund.’ It was inspired by the 
wartime measure and is now out. 

The status of cut rate tickets ap- 
pears to be_the same as that of 
free tickets calling for the tax based 
on the full face of the tickets. The 
late Joe Leblang contended that the 
price paid by the theatregoer what- 
ever it might be, was the established 
price and the Internal Revenue De- 
partment concurred, In other words 
the tax applied on the actual 
amount tickets were sold for at 
cut rates. The face price and the 
cut rate price were distinguished 
by means of a rubber stamp. A $3 
ticket sold at cut rates and stamped 
$1.50 called for a 15-cent tax. Some 
interpretation may be made now 
although the wording of the law 
would make it seem that a $3 ticket 
sold at $1.50 required a tax of 30 
cents, whether in a bargain agency 
or at the box office. 

That part of the law in effect 
since the war stipulating that 
brokers who resell tickets at a 
premium of more than 75 cents over 
the box office, must pay 50% of the 
excess to the government, is out of 
the new act. Premiums up to 75 
cents called for 5%. Under the 
new law the agencies must collect 
10% of the total price received. 


Agencies Worried 


The agency people are perturbed 
over the tax, figuring it will be 
more difficult to sell tickets... On a 
$3 ticket premium agency price will 
be $4.12% ($3.75 plus 3714 cents), or 
$8.25 fora pair. Agencies charging 
50 cents advance will get $3.85 ($3.50 


,plus 35 cents), and the price per 
Funny figures 


pair will be $7.70. 
like that and $8.80 which came 
with the older laws, expected to re- 


A few inequitable angles se, 





Insull Fade May Revert 
Chi Op. to Auditoruim 


Chicago, June 13. 





RENT’S LEAP 


$300 Too High for Stock in Green- 
wich, Says McCoy 








Proposed stock to have run this 
summer at the Greenwich theatre, 
Greenwich, Conn., by Frank McCoy, 
is cold. 

McCoy claims RKO had given him 
a lease at the rate of $150 weekly 
for the four walls, but that when 
he went to pay his deposit he was 








With Samuel Insull, utilities mag- | 
| nate, now retired from the local | 
| scene, a movement has been started | 

| 
| 


by a recalcitrant faction among the 
trustees and sponsors to move the | 
Civic Opera Company back to the | 
Auditorium. In anticipation of such | 
an eventuality owners of the latter | 
property last week brought in deco- 
rators to bid for the job of going 
over the house. 

Group favoring the abandonment 
of the Civic Opera House, built by 
Insull, is led by Mrs. Edith Rocke- 
feller McCormick. Chief argument 
for the opera’s switch back to the 
Auditorium is the cheaper rent 
angle. Rental at the Insull spot 
figured $3,000 a performance. 








TOSS JOLSON THEATRE 


BACK TO MORTGAGEE 


Jolson’s theatre on Seventh ave- 
nue near 59th street, New York, has 
been turned back to the mortgagee. 
The house which has been a lemon 
was owned by the Shubert Theatre 





Corporation, it being abandoned 
shortly after the receivership 
started. Excessive interest and 


taxes led to that quick decision. 

A second mortgage for $269,000 
was held by J. J. Shubert. Shuberts 
attempted to hold the theatre by 
subletting it for grind pictures. 
Failure to pay fixed charges led to 
the wiping out of the second mort- 
gage.. 

Change in control of the property 
which included an apartment house 
on 59th street was an out for ten- 
ants, mostly professionals, to cancel 
leases. Understood only three apart- 
ments are now occupied under the 
leases made with Shubert. 








Rosing’s Summer Tryout 
Of Group’s Fall Plays 


Viadimir  Rosing, co-organizer 
with Deems Taylor and Romney 
3rent of the Commonwealth theatre, 
new subscription group, will run the 
Oceanside theatre, Magnolia, Mass., 
as a summer stock beginning July 
18. Rosing will try out six plays 
for Commonwealth. 

One ot the shows listed for a try 
is ‘Peep Show,’ which Rosing has 
co-optioned with Arthur Beckhard, 
producer of ‘Another Language.’ 





NO MacLAREN DIVORCE 


Hollywood, June 13 

Report that the Pilgrimage Play 
Association would not ask Ian Mac- 
laren to repeat the lead as Christus 
because of a divorce is incorrect. As 
there was no divorce Maclaren may 
play it 

Another actor rejected for the 
lead is the divorced one 





Blow-Down Final 


Lincoln, Neb., June 13. 

Doc Barrett's ‘Uncle Tom’ show 
strating off to good trade suffered 
complete demolishment when a tor- 
nado wrecked the tent with hardly 
a week of the road behind. 

Conditions ahead not looking 
bright enough, ‘Doc’ put the show 
back in the barns and dismissed the 
east rather than chance the cost of 
a new top. 





to be used, printing the price of 
the tax. 


The 25% admissions tax on pro- 
fessional boxing tickets priced 


more than $5 is out of the new law 
with the 10% levy applying to 
tickets of all prices for all manner 
of athletic exhibitions even includ- 





turn, but it is questionable if the 
agency will be able to charge fancy 


prices for any shows next season. 


The tax collector has ruled that 
tickets sold now for performances 
on and after June 21, are tax exempt 
so that the new tax will not hamper 


advance sales. 











ing games where the proceeds 
| wholly or in part benefit any college 
or university. That takes in the 
Army and Navy football games. 
The Schmeling-Sharkey fight 
tickets have a 25% tax included in 
all tickets above $5 and up to $23 
the top. Fight takes place on the 


Only one or two} date the new tax law becomes op- 


attractions are selling more than 4a | erative, but there is not time enough 


few days in advance at present. 
Tickets in the racks for those shows 
and others may be used when the 
a rubber stamp 


tax takes effect, 


to recall tickets already sold. How- 
ever, tickets for the title bout sold 
on the day of the match 


may be 


told the rent had been upped to 
$300 for the same things. 

McCoy is now staging tests for 
Fox, 





Light Opera Fade in 
Loop Leaves Theatre, 
Unions Holding Bag 


Chicago, June 13. 
Backwash of Tracy Drake's re- 
cent association with light opera 


revival finds his Blackstone theatre 
on the unfair list of the musicians’ 


union, growing out of a claim for | 


$1,150 in unpaid salaries, and “=! Collegiate Wildcatters 


hotel-legit operator suing the proj- 
ect’s chief angel, John Landis, de- 
scribed as a retired broker, for a} 
flock of other debts. Latter includes 
a tab of $800 put in by the stage- 
hands’ union for the crew that 
worked the musical exhibit that 
lasted less than a week, ‘Don Pas- 
quale.’ 

Edward Beck promoted the re- 
vival and got Landis to come in 
with his checkbook. At the advice 
of his brother, a lawyer, Landis had 
the proposition incorporated under 
the title of the Century Theatrical 
Production Company and in the pa- 
per had himself obligated only to 
the extent of $2,500. Opera opened 
two weeks ago and quietly folded 
after the sixth performance, taking 
in around $1,000 for the span. Drake 
took over the receipts intact and is 
now charging Landis with being 
liable for $2,500 more. 

What little there was left of the 
$1,500 that Landis actually put up 
was distributed among the cast for 
transportation following the shut- 
down. Musicians’ union claims that 
Drake underwrote the pit men’s sal- 
aries and asserts that he was. 
chalked up on the unfair list after 
he had failed to answer a couple of 
letters written him on the matter. 
Bill involves two weeks’ salaries for 
10 musicians. 

Blackstone is currently dark. 


21 Special Mats Provide 
$11,420 for the Fund 


During the season just ended 
there were 21 special matinees 
played by legit shows for the bene- 
fit of the Actors Fund. Between 
Oct. 12 last and April 29 which 
ended the Fund’s fiscal year 16 such 
performances played to a gross of 
$23,239,15 with expense items bring- 
ing the net down to $11,420,23. 
During May and up to June 3, there 
were four additional matinees 
which bulked $6,362 without ex- 
penses deducted. 

For the Fund benefit matinees, 
actors appear witheut compensation 
and theatres are gratis. Stage 
hands and musicians are paid at the 
regular scale, however. Back stage 
and pit wages constitute the main 
expense which for the 16 perform- 
acne totaled $10,550. Another de- 
duction from the remainder after 
expenses are paid is 10% which is 
turned over to the relief fund of 
the Authors League. That item 
for the season amounted to $1,- 
268.91. 





‘Follies’ Top Money 
There were seven matinees by 
musicals the ‘Follies’ drawing top 
money of all the special matinees 
with $3,358; ‘Band Wagon,’ $2,702; 


tion on the road getting $775.50; 
‘Scandals,’ $1,494.50; ‘Crazy Quilt,’ 
$1,102; ‘Everybody’s Welcome,’ $331; 
the lowest take either musical or 
dramatic. 

‘Reunion in Vienna’ topped among 
the non-musicals with $2,576; ‘Bar- 
retts of Wimpole Street,’ $2,472; 
‘Grand Hotel,’ $1,586; ‘Private 
Lives,’ $1,300; ‘Good Fairy,’ $1,159; 
‘Left Bank,’ $764; ‘Springtime for 
Henry,’ $660; “Tomorrow and To- 
morrow,’ $543; ‘House Beautiful,’ 
$500. 


topped by ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ at 
$2,646; ‘Cat and Fiddle,’ $1,337; 
‘The Animal Kingdom,’ $1,305; 


‘Counsellor at Law,’ $1,033. 


tax law will not affect the 


Up to now the matineess have been 








sold under the new tax limit. 


tax exempt. 


| Atwell tried to line up the Chamber 


‘Vanities,’ $1,884, with another ed- | 


Subsequent Fund matinees were 


There is some question at this 
time whether the new admissions 
Fund 
benefits for the next two seasons. 





Woods’ Discharge Hits 
Snag in Bank’s Move 


Regain, Inc. a subsidiary of the 
| Sterling National Bank, has _ ob- 
jected to the dismissal of. A. H. 
| Woods from bankruptcy. Bank was 
a creditor for $27,500. 

In the objection, it is alleged that 
Woods had a loan due-the bank in 
Jan. 1931. Producer, it is declared, 
applied for an extension of time 
and in sé doing failed to include 
certain obligations in giving the 
| bank his financial table of assets 
and liabilities. 

Woods made his application for 
a discharge June 1. Discharge has 
been held up by the Regain action 
and returns to the referee, Seaman 
Miller, for both sides to present 
| evidence. 
ao 





One-Nighting in Autos 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Semi-pro company, consisting 
imainly of University of Arizona 
| students, starts from Tuscon next 
week on a projected two-month 
wildcat tour of the southwest in ‘A 
Doctor in Spite of Himself,’ new 
play by Harry Behn, former Metro 
scenarist and present dramatic di- 
rector of the school. 

Local date will be for two weeks 
at the Teatre Carrillo, opening July 
14. Outfit travels in cars with a 
scenery truck and aims at club one- 
nighters. Al Von Beroldingen, for- 
mer ‘Examiner’ reporter, makes his 
legit. bow as advance man for the 
troupe. 





City Committee Stalling 
Clipped ‘Pastures’’ Run 


San Francisco, June 13. 


‘The Green Pastures’ bowed out 
| of Erlanger’s Columbia this week 
after four weeks of smash business. 

But the four weeks could have 
been stretched further, had a press 
stunt of Ben Atwell’s gone through. 
While here in advance of ‘Pastures,’ 





of Commerce and kindred organiza- 
tions for extra plugging on the 
show. Southern Pacific R.R. of- 
fered to run a ‘cent a mile Green 
Pastures’ spécial’ into San Fran- 
cisco for the show, providing other 
groups co-operated. 

But the Atwell proposition was 
shunted from one committee to an- 
other sub-committee, and so on 
down the line, until finally the p.a. 
walked out of the deal, and an- 
nounced curtailment of the run to 
four weeks. 





New Sunday Plea 


Petition requesting Equity’s coun- | 
cil to reconsider the Sunday thing 
is being circulated among actors. 
At Equity’s recent annual meeting 
the question was kept from discus- 
sion. Twenty signatures are needed 
to place the question in motion 
again. 

Petition will be presented, if sig- 
natures are gotten by the actors, not 
by managers, who are keeping out 
of sight, for the time being, in the 





belief the actors’ presentation will 
carry more weight. 





Recovers Salary Cut 


Viola Frayne, legit actress, gained 
an arbiters’ award over Michael 
Blackfort and Walter Hart, produc- 
ers of ‘Merry Go Round,’ amounting 
to about $250. Actress demanded 
salary balance and money advanced 
for wardrobe. 

Miss Frayne’s claim was based on 
a salary cut by the management, 
which Miss Frayne stated she had 
not agreed to. Weekly cut, deducted 
for four weeks, was around $50 a 
week, 





FRISCO’S FIRST ‘BERKELEY’ 


Hollywood, June 13, 

Production of ‘Berkeley Square,’ 
te go into the Columbia at San 
Francisco June 20, is being prepared 
for Ralph Pincus and J. J. Gottlob 
by Arthur G. Collins, 

Miriam Seegar and George Bax- 
ter in the leads with Kathryn Kelly 
|casting here Show ts new for 
' Frisco 
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Charles E. Hughes, Jr, Named for 
Shubert Probe; Longer Receivership 


Charles Evans Hughes, Jr., was 
appointed Special Counsel to hear 
arguments which may result in an 
investigation of the Shuberts, 
Hearings may start this week. 

Examination of one of the court 
orders issued by Judge Francis G, 
Caffey in the matter of the Shubert 
Theatre Corporation receivership, 
discloses the possibility of the re- 
ceivers continuing the business 
throughout next season. It had 
been previously pointed out that the 
court is against receiverships of 
lengthy duration, but in this in- 
stance and because the theatre is 
a peculiar business, Judge Caffey ig 
inclined to allow the receivers suf- 
ficient time to prove whether it be 
possible to pull the Shubert cor- 
poration out. 

In the past week or further 
memorandums opposing the probe 
were filed with the court, opposing 
the petition of the independent bond. 
holders committee. Objections by 
counsel of at least one of the other 
cyeditors committees, criticized the 
language used by the indie commit- 
tee in its letter to debenture holders, 
Judge Caffey served notice that all 
matters must be cleared up by July 
1 at which time he is going abroad 
on a vacation. However, his order 
for hearings by special counsel 
needed only the filling in of the 
latter’s name and his appointment 
of Mr. Hughes answered the ob- 
jectors. 

Creditors’ Day in Court 


In extending the ‘business of the 
defendants,’ the receivers are or- 
dered to continue until the week 
ending Dec. 3, 1932, but on or before 
Nov. 10 the receivers shall apply for 
‘instructions as to any further hear- 
ing to be held for the purpose of 
determining whether the operation 
of said business by them shall be 
continued to a date later than Dec, 
3 and as to what notice of any such 
hearing shall be given.’ That leaves 
the way open for the creditors to 
come into court. It had been pre- 
viously stated that the receivership 
had been extended to Oct. 2 and 
show business wondered how the 
receivers would be able to work the 
business into better financial shape 
so early in the theatrical season. 

In authorizing the second series of 
receivers certificates the sale of 
which is to provide the funds for 
continuing the business, the court 
sets the date of maturity to be not 
later than March 1, 1933. It is pos- 
sible that the court may grant an 
extension, also that the receivership 
will continue until then or longer. 

The receivers when applying to 
the court to extend the receivership 
sought an issue of $300,000 in cer- 
tificates. The court has acceded and 
has authorized an issue not in ex< 
cess of $400,000. Directions are 
however, that $100,000 shall not be 
disposed of except conditional upos 
further application to the court. 

Status of Certificate 

The holders of certificates connot 
limit or restrict the right of the re- 
ceivers to conduct the business a@ 
they see fit, unless at such time 
when the receivers may be in de 
fault in refunding the certificates. 

Chance of Recovery 
There is no doubt as to the 
(Continued on page 46) 


Ten Cent Stock 


Topeka, Kansas, June 18. 

Cheapest stock prices ever heard 
of in these parts announced by Me< 
Owen stock company, opening here 
today (13). Scale is from 10 to 26 
with ladies free at mats whem 
appearing with a paid admission. _ 

McOwen changes. weekly with 
vaudeville presided over by Toby 
Nevius, m.c. of Paramount-Publiz 
and recently at the Rivoli, Omaha 

Seven-piece orchestra and cast 
of 14 people in tent theatre at Fait 
Grounds. 


Youmans’ High Royalty 

Vincent Youmans is getting thé 
unusually high royalty of 4% of the 
gross for doing the score for ‘Ameri¢ 
cana.’ 

This is the second edition of the 
J. P. McEvoy revue. 

Youmans’ own musical produc- 
tion, for the fall, will have Hal 
Skelly in the comedy lead. 
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Opheli Not Mad but Plastered  - Newer and Cheaper Faces Indie Circuit for B d Road 4 
In Schwab-DeSylva Show y 
° e ,? ‘6 > e e ° e j 
ip In Soviet's New ‘Hamlet’ Version ‘cmwovs, swe, Shaping, Outnumbering Fused Lists | 
: Ralph Farnum is partially cast- | 3 : 
es + ing here for the new Lawrence | + : 
l Schwab and Buddy De Sylva musi- | s 
was By EUGENE LYONS 'Pro Leads for Amateur = ©*!) ‘Angels’ Flight,’ slated for pro- | Despite Erlanger-RKO | Expected announcement of a pro- 
eae ‘Moscow. June 1. ‘ duction east about Aug. 15. Schwab ‘ ‘ ‘posed new legit circuit, which ib 
. an That rotten court intrigue in Outdoor Production pone ps Bi gee Piaget and | Pooling, Rent Claim Goes | woud in a measure combine Er- : 
rts. Denmark so well advertised by San Antonio, June 13. ae - Herb «iat aad Wide! Chicago, June 13. | langer's and the Shuberts, reed — 
Shakespeare has just been debunked Donald Brian and _ Virginia/ 4 whiting are writing the music, Talk at RKO the past week por- | delayed for the reason tha t ne i 
py the Bolsheviks. They stripped | O’Brien will appear as the leads in with Sioheet and De Sylva “a book | tends that this circuit may sue the merger is still in a formative stage. : 
tenes Hamlet of all solemnity, all ghost- |“The Merry Widow,’ first of Civic | anq lyrica , Erlanger estate for certain rentals | However, should the new circuit be- 
3 G. mongery, royal pomposity and «hil- | Opera’s outdoor season. This is| ~~ ee Sane allegedly overdue on the Erlanger/come a fact, it is almost certain 
bert osophic pains and—all college profs.| the first time professional talent ; eatre. Chicago. The amount in- } that an independent legit theatre 
A to the contrary notwithstanding— | has been engaged. WHITE’S MOVE HINTS AT olved is around $40,000. | group will form both for Broadway 
hip, found a robust melodrama full of May pave the way for similar ; A settlement is looked for, how- | 2nd the road. 
— humor and other low-down human] guest appearances to strengthen TENANCY OF HOLLYW D ever, since both parties are about | The general idea is conveyed in 
ness stuff underneath. | what has been an amateur ventiure to become involved in pooling op- what is akin to a prospectus and 
had Few plays on record contain SO | Following these performances | ascend erations with the Shuberts. which has been sent to the Shu- 
the many of the pet aversions of the/ June 18-19, Brian and his wife will Looks like George White is walk- The KKO 1ims for back rent | bert bondholders and creditors com- t 
of new Russians: kings, ghosts, intro- | leave for the coast. img out on the Apollo, although his n't affect the pooling, nor vice mittees for their consideration and he 
in- spective soul-searching and _ the aio lease has about three more years tO | versa. approval. It is new clear that the ‘fg 
e is rest. The Vakhtangoff theatre zo. Last week he ordered removed | Re Le theatres operated by the Shubert 
y is went after these aversions hammer 3 Shubert, 3 Erlanger all equipment which he installed | P receivers will have to be included in ‘ 
suf- and tongs. They enjoyed the job a two seasons back at a cost of $50,- New Smash Musical on ithe circuit, unless the court decides 
tL be of wrecking and their—joyousness Subscription Houses: | 000. = La F | otherwise. Shuberts creditors have 
cor- has entered into the play itself. b Several months ago White had his | B’ W Id H ] B ‘been urged to concur on the one 7 
Hamlet for the first time doesn’t P ] M k Hi ' qi about stock burlesque troupes | way ou e p oys l circuit idea on the grounds that it : 
ther put on sanctimonious airs. Ophelia 00 a eup Mle | as nis neighbors and declared h« | | should be a major factor in work- : 
robe blossoms out as a flirtatious full- ? ; would not again produce ne a | Steam Up Coy Angels | in: the receivership into better fi- 
sing blooded girl. The usurping king at Destanation of the out of town street, where most = his Pee | ed nancial condition. 
ynd- last drops the mannerisms pre-| «47 é Sr Waeiinieea halen. ton first appeared, Understooc 1e Owes | cached Geni Saved 
by scribed for villains. bs seme Gomcaay epee aires tO | $25,000 in rent, the lease calling for The Broadway promotional boys, 
ther jnouse shows touring under the man- | $100,000 yearly, a reduction of $30,- | . ; Pit. General plan calls for two organi- 
Hamlet a He Man agement of the American Theatre | 999 over the original figure who in the past were able to cop zations at the start. one to be the 
nas The Prince of Denmark, with- | Society, new group formed by the | It is reported that White con- | $25,000 and $50,000 subscriptions Booking company and the other the 
lers out straying too much from the au- | merger of the Theatre Guild and templates producing in a larger| from angels for summer revues and| Production company. The booking 
' all thentic lines, was able to thi ow off | Shubert subscription audiences, 4S | capacity Broadway house and | the like in the course of some social| department will evidently fuse Er- ' 
Tule a4 ee Bett mee Recents Sl benoente ne ae three ‘cities Warner's Hollywood is mentioned. | pathering, concede that the cock-|langer’s and the Shubert booking j 
road aoe OS “aur “- S a a "So f - be tare Legit has been reported for that | tail parties and the yachting ex- | offices, Statement explains there 
ones ppeeeres Pd rs active, 7 > eae » 5o -_ three bes ar mes cares house several times. About $75,000/|cursions are still as plentiful, but{are five Erlanger houses on Broad- : 
insel ete " hee pe ye > pPoeeny 5 age dete = 0 gt cam 5. wai ‘tom for alterations will be required to| that sort of dough isn’t there any | way and about 20 of the Shuberts, 
the ad “ss he pte _ vehagee Por a d lar née i me hse cep - pee + i fit the house for that type of shows. | more—at least not for show back-| including those operated by the 
Bef ala gyre erg lle Bead Pr herd igh nen evade aot sins. Shubert recelvers and theatres per- 
» Goryt . 2 aS as a “KY, ' or s PE 4S ° | = — ae anes ‘ i 4 
ob- | fastemoving prince ‘who. ikea. to| There are 12 subscription cities, ex- Lupe Understudy Files | 1m the past such sums often were] sonally owned by, the brothers. It 
drink, flirt and plot. His madness |clusive of New York where Shuberts | ° ° . Bony hae peta Ae ne Ap EM fetes eal Spe Seta atest ; 
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or- other friends into his secret, too. | and Boston are two weeks; Pitts- demand for $750 against Florenz | qoyno. Stiles “hannah q 
week And the ghost of his father was | burgh, Cheeeenee. Eieesert, I. Coa | Megielt on the claim she was let| ‘rhat’s the answer to why sev-| Plan for the road calls for a 
afore just Hamlet himself. He donned|Kansas City, Washington, Balti- | 9yt of his ‘Hot Cha’ in violation of a | \ eavtihe ath wtitl im ahnten eink Loses ; 
y for his old man’s armor and a false | more, Buffalo, Cincinnati each one |ryn cf the play contract. Amount ns sieaak Masiaioaed Sn ee See ee wars pe ye 
ade beard and in the mysterious moon- | week. Buffalo and Cincy have been falling due the actress, under this a wtaeete yr re gfe penne ee pects are owned by either side, but 
light passed as a ghost, thus win- | upped from a half a week apiece, | type contract, increases weekly, and |, nF AR 7 se hate ores: it appears that other legit houses 
_—— ning the support of officers who | because of the strengthened audi- js already mounting An arbitration |i" the mild impression of ‘Nonny,/ will be shut out from bookings =| 
yo ey a pa have enveret | e:-ce, ; es ee held this iie . Pree @ and the pape ~~ Rew: from the proposed new circuit. ¥ 
The new kKussian Hamlet zets| Following table shows the the- Mis; Reyes’ contract, she claims, | 7°" wei: Ba ue as that) Booking fees will apply as hereto- 
oe Peabo fe musings off ie |atres which will get the subscrip- was as understudy for Lupe Velez. — er once: hoa eee fore, but should one third of: the 
mote chest in a breezy style with none |tion shows under the new arrange-| Laiter stepped into ‘Cha’ shortly |'™*Y TCoP®n the purse-strings. | profits of out of town theatres be 
rags of the old histrionics. ‘To be or|ment. List shows booking affilia- hefore.the New York opening, with ! ey) Gee eae in excess of the fee, that excess is 
rs to not to be’ is no melancholy discus- |tions of each house as this affiliation Miss Reyes taking her part in| RATOFF’S 662/; % OFF to be paid to the Booking company. ; 
pre- sion of suicide. It’s just a matter- |last stood. In some cases the con- | Washington and Pittsburgh before ‘ 3 /C Present plans call for some a spiit 
rship of-fact problem relating to the job |nections may no longer obtain! yiss Velez went in. Ziezgy claims | : Chicago, June 13. of the other two thirds of expected 
and on hand, namely his hope of boot- | through either circuit giving up its | that Miss Reyes withdrew. Claim| Estate of , larke Silvernail last | profits. Marcus Hefman of Er- 
| the ing out the usurper and taking the | COmtrol. is the second against the producer | Week settled its claim against Greg- | langer’s is named as the proposed 
c the crown himself. Moreover, it’s not] city Theatre Phonines concerning ‘Cha,’ Sisters G pre- Ory Ratoff for $375, for a loan made | head of the new circuit. 
ames a soliloquy: Horatio is present and | Philadelphia. . Chestnut (S).. Garrick (B) viously filing suit on a somewhat three years ago. Settlement was The Production End 
—_ turns it into a dialogue. Png > ge A aetean (Ey Newt! @) | similar allegation. made on the coast, after judgments| ne ‘production end is in a less 
ies of The usurper is a vapid, foppish | Kansas City...Shubert (S)....None. | Another ‘arbitration that will) against Ratoff had been entered | definite status in the proposal, 
le of and most unkingly man. Polonius | p/ashington... Nationa iP): + Belasco (S) probably come up this week is Wil- | both here and in New York. which calls for the raising of a 
s for is a wise-cracking buffuon anxious | Bufialo........Erlanger ()...Tack (S) liam Corbett’s claim against Robert| Local judgment was for $619 and | ¢so9 909 tuna to present shows. 4 
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it an Ophelia on the Make will not come up to the exact total before the opening and not paid off. | by the Production company and air 
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n ex< death of her clownish father which | 19 shows to the two weeks’ stands | Dillingham for fall production. Actor arrived in New York from theatres waiidh ne tard b oa - * 
are, you all mistook for madness is|®"4 six to the week stands. Ar-| Miss Winslow wrote the original.| Hollywood last week and sails | ()¢ ‘epatientiad ania eritedt tenant 
ot be nothing of the sort. She’s merely rangement may be altered, send- | She was set with Dillingham | Wednesday (15) for London, re- erly general . seanaeer Sex the 
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y here a heavy, slow-moving moral tract. ‘obvious, as the subscription shows alates. it EY ce ees work wee ee ae be produced under | with Victor Leighton and Georg ' 
N , , . sh | wi theatre and theatre employees work | fyuity’s new provision demanding : ote } 
to 26 Ow comes the young and fresh | will not be able to keep the the- é eM eile al: ell ny a .. | Loeffler, specialists in such book- } 
pares Soviet culture and tears off those | atres listed open for the season and ©” the same percentage arrange- | salarics for actors in co-op show8,/ings The two firms are said to : 
ion layers of tradition. It’s not a re-|it will be necessary for other plays Ment as the —. —, ge egpgseatteadbe ee ee have lined up a number of stands 
with vision, say the Muscovites, but a | to keep the houses occupied. If the | =ince I. so SOSEE S allow ~— are Tonys -_ Fy pr sege a Gow including houses in the key cities, 
Toby restoration. The slapstick quality,| dropped subscription houses wer hands _to waive salaries ant 0 Coast opening at the Forrest, New | dacsbiscnitianithe anges aa 
Publix ane contend, is closer to the orig-|to be regularly booked, no end to divyy-divvy, the esoagy A ruling | York, che i. sl Bernard Merry, . 
nal than the classic version. ithe road opposition would be ob- Washes up any chance of co-ops) the author, is preducing. , : 
ne There’s an old Soviet joke about | tained, as is hoped for. while it is in force. Ruling is par-| Show _ was originally put in| Foster s Fall Project 
| raid &@ peasant who came to Moscow and | Independent managers touring ticularly stringent in view of the preparation by George Rothschild Several players in Sam Blair's 
t Fa went to the zoo. There he saw a| their attraction with the ATS will opinion a large amount of next sea- and associates, who are now out,/| erstwhile colorcd musicalized tab of 
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But the Vakhtangoff Theatre says 


| flawless. 


|when a guarantee wasn't given, the 


salaries involved in the project. 


; Reported internal dissension, 
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Plays on Broadway 





THE BOY FRIEND 


Melodramatic comedy in three acts pre- 
sented by Carl Hunt and George Miller at 
the Moresco June 7; written by John Mon- 
tague; staged by Hunt, 





Stuart as Donnie are the girl leads, 
with Gertrude Maitland as the am- 
ple mistress of the rooming house 
getting her innings. Brian Donleavy 
plays the tough Eel very well with 
Edward Leiter his runner-up as 
Raincoat. In a comparatively small 


|} part Charlotte Walker is splendid. 


Ca'l Hunt, otherwise known as 
|doc, who was in the Shubert pro- 
duction department, and George 


Priswletop...cscecceceeserenss Faye Martyn 
Goldii o ccccccccccocece Marcella Swanson 
Aur Belle.....eeeeeee--Gertrude Maitland 
Helen... .ccccccccccccccscesss:s Mary O’Brien 
Donnie... .cccscccccecscevecs Miriam Stuart | 
The Eel Bria Donleavy 
RO®Cr.. . ccccccccccccesecestes Walter Glass 
TMNOCeNt. .. cccccccccccseccocs Jessie James 
Flattie.....cccccsecccesesse Kathleen Karr 
Raincoat... ccccccccesvccess Edward Leiter 
Dalsy..ccccccccccccccscoess Emily Graham 
Pierman.....ccccsccevccees Georg Probert 
Mrs. |! Mecccecesses Charlotte Walker 
Butler : Soeucebebesetten Harold Heaton 
Malone} ‘ er ny Fm” Tohn Morrisséy 
FIAMNNCTY..cceeseseceees Ronald Hammond 
A MAN... cccccccssccescecs Eugene Weber 
Title does not indicate that ‘The 


Boy Friend’ is a turbulent play with 
everything in it but the well-known 
kitchen stove. It is a theatrical 
stew that may stick for a limited 
time because of the mixture. 

Scene, an apartment conducted by 
a fat ex-chorister who brags about 
her appearance in ‘The Belle of New 
York’ and who has half a dozen in- 
digent show girls roomers who 
mostly owe her and all of whom are 
very hungry. One who fell for: an 
agent known as Raincoat in an off 
moment is to have a baby. 

3ut there is plenty more plot. 
Donnie, the one jammed up with 
the agent who smuggles in opium, 
needs a hundred bucks for a doctor's 
fee and against the house rules 
brings an alleged drunk home. That 
guy is supposed to pass out through 
bum booze and is stowed away in 
a bedroom. Donnie’s’ girl pal 
Daisy, telephones the man’s wife 
and she also writes the girl’s broth- 
er, known as the ‘Eel,’ about the 
unmarried love result. 

Eel is a tough guy from ™¢troit 
and having stuck up a train is 
wanted by the cops of the whole 
country. But he loves sis and at- 
tempts to pull off a shot-gun wed- 
ding. Twice Raincoat makes a get- 
away, once up the fire escape to the 
roof, which provides a swell cur- 
tain line uttered by the Detroiter 
to the effect that the dope is as 
near to heaven as he ever will be. 

‘The Boy Friend’ is not all melo- 
drama and the author has written in 
some laugh lines that were natu- 
rals. The improbabilities are abun- 
dant in this fecund plot, but it is 
all hoked up. 

Emily Graham as Daisy, Miriam 


as 


| Nulty, 





Miller are the presenters. Latter is 
better known to the trade as Lefty 
to differentiate him from another 
George Miller with the nickname of 
Dusty. It is their first collaborative 
try. 

They have no illusions about the 
show, but figure it has a chance on 
the strength of its hokus-pokus, 

Ibee. 


HEY NONNY NONNY 


Revue in two parts presented at the Shu- 
bert June 6 by Forest C. Haring and J. H. 
Del Bondio; score and lyrics by Max and 
Nathaniel Lief and Michael H, Cleary, 
with additional numbers and skits by Mal- 
colm McComb, Will Irwin, Mann Holiner, 
Alberta Nichols, Herman Hupfel, Harry 
Ruskin, Frank Sullivan, Ogden Nash, E. B. 
White; staged by Alexander Leftwich; 
dances by Dave Gould, 

Cast: Frank Morgan, starred; Richy 

Craig, Jr., Ann Seymour and Dorothy Mc- 
featured. Principals, Joan Carter- 
Waddell, Jerry Norris, Ernest Sharpe, 
Wilma Cox, Jack McCauley, Mildred Tolle, 
Ralph Sanford, 
Nonny Nonny,’ a _ phrase 
coined by Shakespeare in a light 
work, proved an intimate type of 
revue along the lines of the several 
‘Little Shows,’ the teamed producers 
having been associated with the 
managerial end of those presenta- 
tions. It has a fair chance for mod- 
erate money, but with two leading 
musicals finding trade weak, ques- 
tionable if ‘Nonny’ will outdraw 
either. 

Numbers stand out over most of 
the skits, the lyrics coming from 


‘Hey 


by Michael Cleary. The trio has 
collaborated for several years and 
their songs predominate. They 
too, contributed one or two skits 
which tickled the first nighters. 
That particularly applied to a 
travesty on opera at the Met. Otto 
Kahn, the patron, is a character 
who is told that the way to pep up 
opera is to call in Billy Minsky, who 
proceeds to stage ‘Carmen’ a la 
stock burlesque, the big scene hav- 
ing the prima doing a ‘hot strip 





;and 
Max and Nathaniel Lief, with tunes }; 





tease.’ The skit was inserted at the 
last minute. 

Frank Sullivan’s humor is present 
with a skit called ‘Life Is Just a 
Bowl of Eugene O’Neills,” which 
travesties ‘Mourning Becomes Elec- 
tra. Frank Morgan appears as the 
dramatist saying he has completed 
a ‘sexology’ in six parts, which will 
take nine hours to play. He is shot by 
one of his characters, the thick 
script, however, protecting his 
chest. 

Stand-out number by the Liefs 
and Cleary is ‘For Better or For 
Worse,’ which, however, was as- 
signed to one of the show’s weakest 
warblers. Impression was that the 
playing and singing could have been 
improved on at a number of points. 
For instance, Joan Carter-Waddell 
is a most alluring redhead and a 
graceful dancer but rather shy on 
vocal equipment, 


Seymour with ‘Manhattan Lullaby,’ 
well suited to the comedienne and 
she was a welcome interlude later, 
especially with ‘Lady in Waiting’ 
by Mann Holiner and Alberta 
Nichols. The Liefs ‘Three Little 
Columnists’ was an amusing lyric, 
too, with the tag line, ‘Eddie of the 
Graphic, Louie of the Journal, Wal- 
ter of the Mirror.’ 

Refreshing was the ditty ‘In Those 
Good Old Horsecar Days,’ with 
Ernest Sharpe, Jack McCauley and 
Jerry Norris posed at an old fash- 
ioned bar. The bell ringer line was 
‘You start out sober at quarter to 
nine and end up with Sweet Ade- 


line” A number with a swing is 
‘Tell Me Something About Your- 
self.’ ‘On My Nude Ranch With 
You,’ the first act finale, has the 


entire company in what looks like 


celophane, made the more effective | 


by the lighting. 

Morgan was given a reception 
that made him blush. He has the 
right idea in reciting lyrics rather 
than trying to sing and scored with 
‘Easily Amused’ and ‘I’m Really Not 
That Way.’ Dorothy McNulty was 
assigned ‘Be a Little Lackadaisical’ 
‘Wouldn’t That Be Wonderful.’ 

Richy Craig, Jr., ad-libbed as 
m.c. and perked up the Minsky bit 
with chatter of stock burly flavor. 
First appearance’ was with the de- 
pression bit, credited to him as 
originator—with the seat of the 
trousers missing. One of his mono- 
logues was augmented by Mildred 
Tolle, who walked on in full length 
tights and hoofed to results. Quite 
a looker is Miss Tolle. 


‘Hey Nonny Nonny’ started prep- | 


aration.as ‘Words and Music,’ the 
switch being made when it was dis- 


a " |number of individual acts. 
Same writing combo provided Ann | 


j}and 





Plays Out of Town 





MASQUERS’ REVEL 


Hollywood, June 13. 


Last revel of the season at the 
Masquers’ clubhouse came in the 
form of a minstrel show and an olio. 
Affair proved best entertainment the 
club has offered in some time, with 
individual hits by Will Mahoney, 
Frank Fay and Dr. George Leibling. 
Latter a concert pianist and one of 
the leading exponents of Liszt, also 
his pupil, handed the hardboiled au- 
dience a sock with the playing of 
‘Liebestraum.’ 

Usual minstrel 
plenty of time 





first 
and 


part took 
cut down 


up| 


the | 


because the Masquers can usually | 
find more meaningless acts than a 
family time booker. 

Little Billy opened the show with} 
an introductory number, going right 
into the minstrel setup with Sam 
Hardy as interlocutor, Sam Ash, Gus 
Reed, William Arnold, Walter 
Weems, Al Herman, Charles Mos- 
coni, George Chandler, James Mack 
and Freddy Stanley as end men. 
About 40 club members corked up. 
Mud Murray staged. 

Olio started with Billy Sullivan} 

Neely Edwards in two typical} 
minstrel tap routines. Any hoofing} 
by fellow members well received. 

First sketch, ‘The Intelligentsia,’ 
written and staged by Howard Em- 
mett Rogers. Idea has Earle Foxe 
and Noel Madison street sweepers) 
in morning coats, discussing high - | 
brow subjects. John Sheehan and| 
Stuart Holmes appear as rough- | 
necks but get nowhere with the for- 
mal street cleaners. Oke. 

Tyler Brooks and James Eagle, 
latter doing a dame, pleased in a 
neat singing routine. 

George S. Kaufman’s ‘The Still} 
Alarm’ from ‘The Little Show,’ next 
with Alan Mowbray, Crauford Kent, 
Al Austin, Georgie Harris and Harry 
Casey. Class sketch landed from 
the opening. 

‘The Final Judgement,’ with Harry 
Stubbs and Luis Alberni, had a blue 
tag as the only stag incident of the 
show. ‘High Yaller Gals,’ with Lee 








covered a show of that name had 
been done a long way back. Title will 
not make or break this revue, which 
has enough bright stuff to .suffice 
and is a better performance now 


A break | 2 





than at the premiere. Ibee. 


Moran, Billy Sullivan, Glen 
and Bobby Vernon as the 
Clarence Nordstrom 
buck got plenty hot. 

Frank Fay, using his vaude act 
with Nick Copeland and augmented 
by Miller and Mack stooging, wowed 
them. Fay not forgetting the roll 
he dropped on a quickie, was sour 
grapes on pictures. Gathered laughs 
with his panning. Dr. George Leilb- 
ling followed. 

Club has plans to roadshow this 
performance plus a few extra names 


; Tryon 
Seplas and 
hopping the 


for one week, playing one night 
stands. Proceeds for the Motion 
Picture Relief Fund. Only an idea 
yet. 

Audience was not capacity, with 
that $3 tap for guests being a heavy 
jolt these times. Call, 


Teatro Leo Carrillo 


Los Angeles, June 10 

Little 208-seat theatre on Olvera 
street, the synthetic Mexican alley, 
is named after the actor whose 
Spanish ancestry goes way back in 
Los Angeles chronology. Carrillo and 
the sponsors are willing to do non- 
commercial stuff, but are also out 
for: Broadway possibilities. Actor 
helps along, even to making an oc- 
casional personal appearance. 

Three one-acters mostly showed 
off Maude Fulton and Jessie Arnold, 
They were ‘The Wonderful Son,’ by 


Barrington Gates, with Zeffie Til- 
bury, Miss Arnold and _ Sidney 
Bracey; ‘Scarlet,’ by Miss Fulton, 
and with her Miss Arnold and 


Tempe Pigott; and ‘Exit Laughing.’ 
by Miss Fulton, with Bracey and 
David Hartford. Theatre gets $1.50 
top. 

Plays had all previously been at 
the Writers’ Club. ‘Scarlet’ was only 
one that suggested it would have a 
future. If given a faster finish, 
could make a blackout. 

Play shows a pair of snooping 
neighbors who shadow a hired girl 
to an exotic apartment, where she 
happens to work. Owner is away, 
and the snoopers conclude spot is a 
love nest.- Girl, dumb and innocent, 
lets them think it. Snoopers at- 
tempt to lead her back from the 
primrose alley, and when a gentle- 
man announces his arrival the hired 
gal goes good again and the nabes 
lead her off. Lines are sharp and 
were nicely handled by the femme 
trio. 
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| ly as the sassy 





“Ann Seymour scored with 
her characterizations, especial- 


lady in waiting to the queen.” 
H. E. K., Daily Mirror. 


servant and as the 






































eT ee = 











tt ob aa 1 Oth 


~-> =~ 26 be or ~ Oe ws dt ta toh ted td ti oa mm & 


wT 224 


~ 


yA 


yw 





on 
nd 
he 


act 
ed 
red 
‘oll 
ur 
rhs 


ib- 


his 
1es 
sht 
ion 
lea 


ith 


era 
ey, 
0Se@ 
in 
und 
yn- 
Out 


UOC<- 


ved 
old, 

by 
ril- 
ney 
fon, 
and 
ng.’ 
and 
1.50 


1 at 
nly 
ea 
‘ish, 


ping 
girl 
she 
vay, 
is a 
ent, 
ate 
the 
tle < 
ired 
rbes 
and 
nme 

















Tuesday, June 14, 1932 


LEG 


PEsMA# 





E 


VARIETY A$ 





3 L. A. WEEKS 
FOR CORNELL 


Los Angeles, June 13. 

Final week of Katharine Cornell 
in ‘Barretts of Wimpole Street’ 
wound up strong with a take of 
$28,000, about one grand over the 
five-day opening week. Fall-off was 
in the upstairs business, with or- 
chestra capacity every perform- 
ance. Local run gives Miss Cornell 
a profit of about $20,000, mostly 
contributed by the motion picture 
colony, who were frequent re- 
peaters. 


Reginald 
Event’ opened at 
last Sunday without the hoped- 
for draw. Week got less than 
$6,200 in the till, and is in for three 
weeks. 

‘Green Pastures’ opens at the 
Biltmore tonight (11) with a good 
advance. Play is expected to hold 
over through the Olympic 
New York company of ‘Whistling 
in the Dark’ opened at the Belasco 
Sunday. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Barretts of Wimpole Street,’ 
Biltmore (2d, final week) (CD-1,656; 


‘Blessed 
the El Capitan 


Denny in 


$3). Set a new record for non- 
musicals here, getting $55,000 on 


the 12-day stay. 

‘Blessed Event,’ El Capitan (1st 
week (C-1,571; $1.50). Mild at 
$6,200 with the flaps, figured to 
support Reginald Denny, not in 
evidence. 


Engagements 


Osgood Perkins, June Walker, 
‘Pure in Heart.’ 

Ruth Stamm, ‘Showboat.’ 

Sterling Oliver, William Ingersoll, 
Elizabeth Day, Frank Shannon, 
Harold de Becker, ‘Dread.’ (Com- 
plete cast.) f 

Ethel Griffies, ‘Reunion in Vienna 
Coast company, Los Angeles. 

Sam Ash, ‘Cat and the Fiddle’ 
Coast company, Los Angeles, 


CAST CHANGES 


Mildred Coleman replaces Emily 
Graham in ‘Man Who Changed His 
Name.’ 

Margaret Link 
Mauray, ‘Romancers.’ 


Doris 


vice 





Dirt Servers 





(Continued from page 1) 


the broadcast in particular named 
a certain picture celeb ‘playing the 
field” Told of another actor noted 
for his thirst who turns the pic- 
ture of his mother to the wall when- 
ever he takes a drink, as he had 
promised that he would never allow 
her to see him drinking. 

Some other gems of the broad- 
ast: 

‘So and So’s (name of the star) 
mother is worried constantly over 
her daughter's kidneys—or is_ it 
liver ?’ 

‘Such and Such is now living with 
a couple of her most intimate wom- 
en friends as house guests.’ 

‘lll swear those brassieres are 
made of cellophane’ (description of 
a night club show in Hollywood.) 

‘A certain well known star is fa- 
mous for shedding whenever she’s 
in the mood.’ 

This week KHJ turned down 
picture chatterer who came to the 
station with a peeping Tom routine 
which an ice cream company was 
prepared to pay for. 

Counter propaganda against dis- 
gruntled writers who pan Holly- 
wood, after taking industry coin, 
will be used by the Academy of Mo- 
tion Picture Arts and Sciences, 

Aggressve action will be aimed 
€specially against the literary crew 
who have recently been throwin’ 


the harpoon into the colony's pro- | 


fessional ranks with magazine and 
newspaper articles. 

Just what form it will take is yet 
indefinite. Committee to decide on 
Ways and means will be appointed 
during the week. 

Academy board of directors also 
decided to open~its. membership 
doors a litte wider This is to get 
into the ranks recent imports from 
legit who have been exceeding in 
b. 0. popularity some of the old- 
timers now prominent in the asso- 
ciation. 

Between 50 and 75 newcomers to 
Pictures, who have won their spurs, 
will be invited to participate in 
membership. 


| ‘Gas,’ which was tried out in 1926 


games. | 


| Po ‘Phantom Cargo Closes | 
$20,000 PROFIT IN - a #4 cn Film 


Boston, June 13. | 

‘Phantom Cargo,’ Boston’s only | 
jlegit last week, closed at the Ply- 
}mouth Saturday night (11). 
Receipts for the week failed to 
pass the $4,000 mark, but the 
authors and sponsors, one of whom 
is Al Duffy, well-known here and in 


New York as a press agent, were | 
rejoicing this week because RKO- ' 
| Radio had decided to buy it for a | 


film production. 


Future Plays 





at Goodman Memorial theatre, to be 
given production by Actors’ Theatre. 
Robert Caille is casting and 
| will be brought into New York in a 
few weeks. George Kaiser wrote it. 
‘Dread,’ horror play by Fred Her- 
endeen, with Jess Smith and Chas. 
Abramson producing, has Elizabeth 
Day, Wm. Ingersoll, Sherling Oliver, 
| Edmond MacDonald, Frank Shan- 
non, Harold De _ Becker, Curtis 
Carpe, Jack Bohen, in the cast, 
Frank McCormack staging. Smith 
formerly had the Recording Labor- 
|}atories of America, picture studio. 


play | 





Chinese musical, modern story, 
being readied by Dmitri Tiomkin 
for early production. Ramon No- | 
varro may star. 


‘Ace of Spades,’ Edgar Wallace's 
last play, to be produced here early 
in the coming William 
Harris, Jr. 

‘Jewel Robbery’ will be given a 
Chicago presentation this summer 
j by Lodewick Vroom. Lina Abar- 
|banel will have the lead. 

‘Rose of Flanders,’ operetta by 
| Edward Paulton, music extracted 
|from works by Johann Strauss and 


season by 





| Offenbach, opens about July 1 at 
|the Mason, Los Angeles, produced 


|by Theatre and Music Guild of 
|L.A. Cast includes Helene Helne, 
| Miaranne Mabee, May Beatty, Rus- 
| sell Scott, Henley Hall, Naomi My- 
lrick, Arthur Clayton, and singing | 
chorus of 30. Edward Royce stag- 
ing and John Britz musical con- 
ductor. 

‘Berkeley Square,’ Ralph Pincus 
and J. J. Gottlob production to open 
at the Columbia, San Francisco, 
June 20, being rehearsed at the 
Hollywood Playhouse this week by 


Arthur Greville Collins. Miriam 
Seegar and George Baxter leads. 
Others engaged are Henry Mow- 


bray, Lucy Beaumont, Clarissa Sel- 
wynne, Diane Esmonde, Wilbur 
Higby, Frederick Harrington, Rich- 
ard Lancaster, Clara Verdera, Co- 
lin Campbell, and Don Douglas. 


Bride a Suicide 


Chicago, June 13. 
The four and a half week’s bride 
of Frank Delmaine, an official in 
Equity’s office here, committed su- 
icide Thursday (9). She was a non- 
pro. An attack of melancolia was 
the supposed reason. 








Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Dread’ (Abramson & Smith) 
President. 

*That’s Gratitude’ (Revival) 
(Wee-Leventhal) Waldorf. 

‘Clowns in Clover’ (Leslie) 
Ambassador. 

















Delmaine was formerly in charge 
lof Equity’s Kansas City office, 
which has been merged with the 
Chicago force. His first wife died 
in the former city about two years 
ago. 


I 0 Miles Out 


(Continued from page 30) 





sleep. Jaxon and his music is a 
regular radio feature over WJJD. 


his antics a takeoff on Cab Callo- 
way. Away from the mike Jaxon 
‘appears to be a bit confused, al- 
| though footlights are not entirely 
junfamiliar to him. But if he ex- 
| pects to strike out in vaude, that 
| band needs a lot of brushing. 

mixed comedy | 





Van and Vernon, 
‘couple around for many seasons, 
sent over some healthy laughs. Van 
|has a naturally funny face and a 
|schnozzle that reminds of Durante. 
| With Dolly Vernon it’s a mechani- 
} cal process by now. She feeds her 
| partner in that way and that doesn't 
make it edAsier for the comic. 
| Rhythm of Dance turned out a 
| well-dressed but small-time flash of 


| five people, handicapped a good deal 
|when the pit orchestra went hay-! 
wire on the score. It’s not a very 
istrong turn at best, with the type! 
lof houses that used to play these 
| kind of acts not around any more. 
| Same for Grant, Wallace and Kane, 
another dance spree with two men} 
and a good-looking girl. Nice small 
time, but where is that? 

Four Rounders, male quartet of! 
the ‘way back when’ days, caught 
on with this audience as it would 
|with most family crowds. Out in 
the neighborhoods they still like to 


llean back to ‘Barnacle Bill’ and such 
|quaint ditties. St. John Bros. wound 
up the show with a neat and fast 
acrobatie routine of hand-to-hand 
stuff and control work. With nov- 
eltv acts scarce, this one looks good 
enough to play anywhere. ApGa 


'of $1,500 
'much below that for the producers. 


SAN FRANCISCO GROSSES 


very few new shows in sight. Just 
ee an old-fashioned summer in pros- 
‘Pastures’ Four Weeks— Charles pect 
igt aan s 
Ray Show Light } That a revival should lead in 
c Fr ; 7 13 gross is something unusual, but 
ee 6 eek Ghee vlae “9°: | ‘Show Boat’ continues to turn the | 
laries Kays firs oast appear- trick. At the Casino there is always | 


ance in years didn’t pan out so well 
for Henry Duffy and the Alcazar. All 


final stanza may hit below the four- 


| 
| 


‘Music's’ Scale Slash Boosts Gross, 
‘Nonny’ Tops Newcomers with $11,500 








3roadway has 18 current shows. 
Indications are against half of the 
| list surviving July and there are 


a line, and the gross last week again 
approximated $36,000. Factors in 


jlegit cash in town floated into Co- . : 
ih A pe Piaget ee ee the business are the popularity of 
lumbia’s box office, where ‘Green a+ 4 : | 
Pastures’ clo 1 its four-week run the score, the $3 top ticket price and 
as res ciose is oO - eek ¥ * , 
sinberte : gags : he house cap: y. 
Ray, teamed with Dale Winter for t Ss) om . f “a acit} fo ‘Tace the 
; : Slas ) ‘ices ° “ac 
‘House Beautiful, did a mediocre M a ~— ne gpa oe a ee the 
ms . uSsi yettere ‘Oss r 
$4,500 for the first week; second and | “US! freee tag lag Rt conceit : 
previous week. However, summer 


errand mark |continuance questionable, despite 
' ‘Pastures’ pulled a great $15,000,| reduced operating cost. Same ap- 
soing over previous stanzas, and| plies to ‘Hot-Cha,’ which, however, 
going r I us stanzas, : 


playing to near-capacity 


| prevented it from remaining longer 


advance sale for 


Big 


Cornell in ‘Barretts of Wimpole| &t $14,000; ‘Another Language’ 
Street,’ opening at the Curran to-| Stands up nicely, getting about $12,- | 
nieht. After ‘House Beautiful’ bows| 700; ‘Reunion,’ too, making some 
out of Alcazar, theatre goes dark| money. That trio alone is above 
until Duffy finds a suitable piece. | $10,000. 

‘Berkeley Square’ set for June 20 at| At least four attractions are on 
Columbia. | some sort of percentage basis. Not 


Chi Hopes for 
GOP Meet Aid; 


‘Love $3,000 


Chicago, June 13. 

Not much of an 
hand to greet the Republican 
vention mob this week, 


con- 
even should 


it find itself inclined toward legit 
entertainment. Trio with the wel- 


come sign out are hopeful but none 
too optimistic of a rush from this 
source. Indication of what show 
business here may expect from the 
nominating meet is reflected by the 
report that the advance call 
tickets to the proceedings has been 


houses. | 


Katherine 


for 


|is getting better grosses. 


Colored show has been one of the|! Sins’ holds the rating of the most 
best business getters Frisco has| popular musical, with ‘Cat and Fid- 
seen, and onlv a Los Angeles date| dle’ down close to the cushion. 


‘Animal Kingdom’ spurtcd 


| one appears to have a chance to 
survive, 

‘Hey, Nonny, 
zot best money among last 
new shows, but that is only 


| erate for a musical. One week 


$11,800, 
week's 

mod- 
re- 


Nonny,’ at 


Buiterfield Stock Try 


Lansing, Mich., June 13. 

| The Strand, Butterfield’s major 
|house in Michigan's capital city, will 
| try dramatic stock for the first time 


the last half of this week (starts 16). 





assortment on| Six from the Bonstelle Civic the- 


jatre at Detroit, forming the Davi- 
son Players, will open with a three- 
jact comedy, ‘Mike Crazy.’ The com- 
| pany is headed by Arthur Davison. 





Other members are George Stenius, 
Virginia Dillon, Betty Sloane, Phil- 
lip Andre and Helene Blanchard. 
| All have been members of the Bon- 
| stelle cast at the Detroit Civic the- 
atre. 


negligible. Asking price of $17 and The Lansing is the only other 
229 for the series, on the other | Butterfield house open, The Capitol 
hand, might be held too steep for| went dark a month ago and the 
the times anf strictly accountable |Gladmer is dark for the first time 


for the chilly response. 

After five weeks of non-profitable 
business at the Erlanger, ‘Counsel- 
lor-at-Law’ moved yesterday (12) 
back to its original local stand, the 
Selwyn. Entry into the latter spot 
brought the legal whirligig into its 
19th week and a shift in policy 
scale from two-for-one at $3 top 
to a straight $2 and $1 tap. Er- 
langer stay had meant a consistent 
loss all around. Production’s main 
motive for holding on here despite 
a string of carmine grosses is that 
it is out to break the season’s rec- 
ord set up by ‘Green Pastures,’ 19 
weeks. What's to be gained thereby 
is another question. 

‘Love on Approval,’ with a co-op 
cast headed by Cecil Spooner, 
opened last Sunday (5) at the 
Piayhouse to a mixed critical re- 


since it went under the Butterfield 
banner, 


Philly’s Legit Outlook 


Philadelphia, June 13. 

Last gasp of Philly’s 1931-232 legit 
season comes Thursday night when 
Lawrence Weber and Arthur Ham- 
merstein offer the non-musical play, 
‘The Man Who Reclaimed His Head,’ 
at the Garrick. Engagement will 
be for nine days only. 

After that, only possibility for 
summer months is the new Max 
Gordon revue, still persistently ru- 
mored for the Garrick some time in 
July. Lately, however, there have 
been counter reports mentioning 
Atlantic City for try-out of this re- 





ception, but has little chances for | vue 

any real coin or longevity. Locally | “ a 

tossed-together sepia revue, ‘Do i ae eR 

Your Stuff,’ without any mazda} Qyild’s Road Schedule 


names, unveiled at the Adelphi last 
night. Production is strictly on the 
co-op and scaled at $2.50 top and 
without cutrates. 

Nothing in view but Lew Leslie’s 
‘Clowns in Clover,’ with the date 
shifted to the 26th and the stand 
a toss-up betwcen the Grand and 
the Apollo. 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Counsellor ~at- Law,’ Erlanger 
(18th week) (CD-1,319; $3). Back 


week at the latter spot meant a loss 
for the house and not 


Selwyn deal assures the stand first 
money covering all expenses. 

‘Do Your Stuff,’ Adelphi (R-1,100; 
$2.50). Opened cold Jast night, with 
Sammy Dyer, former B.&K, tab 
producer, responsible for the stag- 


ine. the week, and (Mr.) Shirley Din- | For further details write 
‘Love on Approval,’ Playhouse | widdie, theatre owner, the picture 

(1st week) (C-603; $2.59). Cut- | policy the first three days. | 

raters’ response to this one moder-| House opens with legit June 30, JOHN J 

ate, with outlook not so hot. (jar- first bill ‘Snrinetime for Henrv.’ o 

nered around $3,000 for the touch- Shirley Booth (Mrs. Gardner) and 


off week. 
GALLOWAY STOCK AGAIN 
Louise York 

to « anil te plans and a cast for her 


Galloway is in New 


Pittsburgh, June 13. 

Theatre Guild production of John 
Howard Lawson's ‘Pure.in Heart,’ 
with June Walker and Osgood Per- 
kins, is announced for next fall at 
the Nixon week of Oct. 10. It is to 
be the first of the six-play subscrip- 
tion series of the American Theatre 
Society. 

Subscription 


campaign locally is 





to the Selwyn this week, following ae onc ee = ype 
a nip-and-tuck week at the Er-|* res G& POSsIbuty Cf & supp 
| langer tallying around $6,000. Final|™mentary season of four additional) 


productions in the spring. 





Legit-Film Recest Idea 


operate on a 
this summer. 
nandling the 


split legit-film 


Alice Dwyer in cast. 


More on Hoiwzywood 
Hollywood,’ 


‘Reckless another 


summer little theatre at Brookfield, book about that place, will be pub- 
Mass. Launched last year on a/lished soon by Macauley. Written 
three-day week basis venture Harmony Hayes and Dorothy 
panned out well enough to encour- | Lubou, fan mag write: Warren- 
age actress-manager to try again Gross sold the bock to M truley 


Gaston Bell, last year’s stage di- 


rector, will probably repeat. 


Tine film folk aren't dealt with 
any 


1; Tur 
too de itly. 


‘Of Thee | 


last | 
week and topped the non-musicals | 


——as 


| vival of ‘Troilus and Cressida, mild 
for the Broadway at $11,500; ‘The 

| 3oy Friend’ rated not over $4,000 at 

| the Morosco; ‘Hired Husband’ just 

| about paid the rent at the Bijou. 

| 


Several shows may bow out this 
week, but are not definitely slated 
to slide. Next week offers only 
|'something called ‘Gas,’ slated for 
the little theatre in the Chanin 
| building, with ‘Dread’ a possibility 
in an unnamed house. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Another Language,” Booth (Sth 
week) (C-708-$3). Little change 
last week for sole spring success; 


; takings bettered $12,500; 
house. 

‘Back Fire,’ Vanderbilt (1st week) 
(CD-711-$3). . Presented independ- 
iently (Broome Stagers) wholly co- 
operative group; written by Robert 


big in this 


| Ober; opened Monday. 
| ‘Bridal Wise,’ Cort (3d week) (C- 
| 1-043-$3). Chances doubtful; al- 


though claimed better last week not 
much over $5,000. 


| ‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Cohan (36th 
week) (M-1,400-$3). Dipped from 
previous week when Memorial Day 
matinee provided good start; $11,- 


500; week to week. 

‘Counsellor - at- Law,’ Plymouth 
| (33d week) (C-1,041-$3). Run leader 
|;now to moderate money; gross last 
| week again around $8,000. 

| ‘Face the Music,’ New Amsterdam 
| (18th week) (M-1,720-$3). With ad- 
mission prices chopped almost in 
| half attendance improved; but not 
| impressive at about $19,090 for 
| major musical. 

‘Hey, Nonny, Nonny,’ Shubert (24 
| week) (R-1,395-$3). Latest musical 
drew fair break from critics: initial 
| Sross could have been better; $11,- 
800. 

‘Hired Husband,’ Bijou (3d week) 
(C-605-$3). Short cast on percen- 
tage with nothing to divide last 
week: doubtful if gross touched $2,- 

‘Hot-Cha,’ Ziegfeld 
(M-1,622-$4.40). 
week basis; estimated takings last 
week up somewhat; $28,000; new 
‘Follies’ mentioned for late summer. 

‘Man Who Changed His Name,’ 
Broadhurst (7th week) (D-1,118-$3). 
Limited cut-rate deal expires this 
week; light money since start; un- 
der $3,000. 

‘Of Thee ! Sing,’ Music Box (25th 
week) (M-1,000-$5.50). Prize win- 
ner nearest to capacity and only 
musical safe for summer holdover; 
$27,000. 

‘On the Make,’ 48th St. (4th week) 
(C-969-$3). Co-ops hanging on in 
hope of picture or stock share; $1,- 
500 last week, with house taking 
first money and nothing for actors. 

‘Reunion in Vienna,’ Guild (31st 
week) (C-914-$3). Another two 
weeks, although could probably stay 
longer; paced around $11,500. 

‘The Animal Kingdom,’ Empire 
(23d week) (C-1,099-$3). Announce- 
ment of last performances with star 
(Leslie Howard) attracted better 
trade; topped non-musicals at $14,- 
000; continuing with lead change. 

‘The Boy Friend,’ Morosco (24 
week) (CD-893-$3). Partly on per- 
centage; what with pass money the 
sross in seven performances claimed 
about $4,000. 

‘Thousand Summers,’ Selwyn (4th 
week) (CD-1,067-$3). Week to week: 
doubtful of staying; after fair first 
week dropped to around $7,000 or 
bit over, 

Other Attractions 
| ‘Show Boat,’ Casino; revival get- 
| ting best money in town; $36,000. 

‘That’s Gratitude,’ Waldorf; re- 
vival; opens Thursday (16). 

‘Blue Monday,’ Provincetown. 


(15th 
Playing 


week) 
week to 








HAVE AN INCOME YOU 
CAN DEPEND UPON 


Why live in dread of an empty 
pocketbook when your working 








Cliff Theatre, Sea Cliff, L. I., will 
policy 

Edward Gardner is; 
stage end, last half of | 


days are over? You can replace 
fear of a penniless old age with 
the joyful assurance of a 
Guaranteed Retirement 
Income 
to be paid to you as long as you 


live—even though you live to be 
over a hundred. 


KEMP 


Insurance 


551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 
Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838—7839 
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Cable Address: 


IERTW’S” PARIS Representative, 15 Boulevard des Italions 
aie a PARIS, Central 01-57; Louvre, 52-16 


FOREIGN SHOW NEWS ” 


ARIETY’S” LONDON OFFICE, 8 St. Martio’s P1., 
Cable Address: VARIETY, LONDON, Temple 
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~ Twelve London Houses Tenantiess: 
Twelve Shows Close at Season Peak 











London, June 13. 

Twelve out of London's 45 West 
3nd theatres are now closed and 
tenantless and an additional dozen 
plays are scheduled to fold in the 
immediate future. 

Astonishing feature of the lapse 
is that London is near the peak of 
its social season, which climaxes 
with Derby day at Epsom. 

List of attractions bowing out is 
as follows: 

Allwych with ‘Dirty Work.’ 

Comedy, ‘Derby Day.’ 

Gaiety, ‘Hold My Hand.’ 

Globe, ‘Men About the House.’ 

Little theatre, ‘See Naples and 
Die.’ 

Lyric, ‘Dangerous Corner.’ 

Playhouse, ‘Dr. Pygmalion.’ 

Lyceum, ‘The Miracle.’ 

Drury Lane, ‘Cavalcade.’ 

St. Martin’s, ‘Somebody Knows.’ 

Shaftsbury, ‘I Lived with You.’ 

Wyndham’s, ‘The Green Pack.’ 


Seven Show Profit 


There are only seven legit houses 
operating at a profit, including: 

Alhambra with ‘Waltzes from 
Vienna,’ doing $12,000. 

Apollo, ‘Pleasure Cruise,’ at $5.500. 

Coliseum, ‘Casanova,’ which is 
getting $25,000 a week, at which 
rate it is showing a profit, but the 
margin is a disappointment. Great- 
er things were looked for. 

Criterion, ‘Musical Chairs,’ $4,000. 

His Majesty’s, ‘Dubarry,’ $13,000, 
which represents more than $3,000 
net a week. 

Palace, ‘Cat 
$13,000. 

Strand, ‘Party,’ around $5,000, and 
building as it goes along. 

‘Men About the House’ gave it up 
at the Globe Saturday night, having 
played only five days. 


Canadian Market 


(Continued from page 13) 


and the Fiddle,’ 





Gainsborough productions through- 
out the Dominion. Topping the list 
is ‘Sunshine Susie’ (tagged ‘The Of- 
fice Girl’ in the United States), 
wiiich has broken all house records 
for the Uptown, FP-Can deluxer 
liere, and is now in its sixth week. 
Film is now playing its third en- 
gagement in Ottawa, this still in a 
first-run house, something unprece- 
dented anywhere in Canada. Flicker 
is also going nicely with holdovers 
in the maritime provinces. 
Significant that the British origin 
of the picture was played down in 
the initial newspaper advertising, 
with Clarence Robson, eastern dis- 
trict manager for FP-Can, notifying 
maritime house managers to in- 
crease the plugging only when 
‘Susie’ went into its third week here. 
Patriotic Epidemic 


Same company’s ‘Michael and 
Mary’ was a two-week holdover at 
the Tivoli, another FP-Can house; 
while their ‘Lady Panniford’s Folly’ 
was also rushed at the last minute 
into the Imperial, FP-Can's ace de- 
luxer here. As a follow-up, other 
British films are now being dusted 
off, British-International’s ‘Tell Eng- 
land,’ a war film released over a 
vear ago, now being re-shown here 
on the main drag. 


= 


LONDON BUYS ACTS 


Pavilion Signs Group of American 
Turns Inaugurating Policy 





London, June 13. 

The Pavilion is specializing in 
American acts, chosing that line to 
attract attention during the general 
revival of specialty shows on this 
side. 

Bids appear to be directed toward 
name features from the U. S., with 
the group already closed including 
Lilian Roth, Uke Henshaw and the 
Three Sailors. 





proximating 200 houses up here, and 
regarded as one of the highly prof- 
itable units of the Publix organiza- 
tion, the battle between American 
and British film interests should 
reach lively proportions when the 
two groups present their cases be- 
fore the Imperial Conference. 





Ottawa, June 13. 

Plans are being laid for a discus- 
sion on the film situation within the 
British Empire at the Imperial Eco- 
nomic Conference in Ottawa July 21, 
with delegates and trade represent- 
atives present from the British Isles 
and the major Dominions. The ex- 
pectation is that the Conference will 
recommend ways and means for 
preferential treatment of British 
films and encouragement of produc- 
tion on British soil—to the disad- 
vantage of Hollywood. 

Col. John. A. Cooper of Toronto, 
president of the Canadian Picture 
Distributors Ass'n, is in Ottawa to 
confer with government officials, and 
recently Frank C. Badgley, director 
of the Canadian Government Motion 
Picture Department, had a discus- 
sion with Col. Cooper and Arthur 
Cohen, managing director of Fa- 
mous Players Canadian Corp. 

Isidore Ostrer, C. M. Woolf and 
John Maxweli will represent the 
British motion picture industry at 
tha Conference. All film distribu- 
tors in Canada have been asked to 
provide data on imports and other 
trade features, and this information 
is being tabulated for the guidance 
of the special committee which will 
be named at the Conference to deal 
with the film question. 

Arthur Lee, Canadian rep for 
Gaumont, has returned to England 
to study preliminary developments, 
while N. L. Nathanson, managing 
director of Regal Films, Ltd., largest 
Canadian importer of British films, 
is arranging for an early trip to 
London. F. S. Revell, Canadian rep- 
resentative of British International 
Pictures, has also gone to London. 
Lord Beaverbrook, Canadian-born 
peer who is interested in theatres 
and pictures, recently made the trip 
to Canada and had a meeting with 
Rt. Hon. R. B. Bennett, Prime Min- 
ister of Canada. 

The agenda for the Conference 
will not be announced at Ottawa 
until just before the opening of the 
parley. The Conference is expected 
to continue six weeks. Prepara- 
tions are being made for 1,500 at the 
Conference. The last Empire meet- 
ing was held in London two years 
ago. 





It is because the problems facing 
a British or Canadian production 
company are so fundamentally dif- 
ferent from those of an American 
company that the former will seek 
quota restrictions. Claim is that 
American film people can recover 
negative costs and make a profit in 
their home market, whereas British 
must rely on export trade. 


South Africa 


By H. Hanson 





: Capetown, May 20. 
Winter signs, with rain, follows 
hot summer spell. 





The Minister of Mines and Indus- 
tries issues the following notice: 
‘The negotiations in connection with 





The real battle will be over the 
Canadian market, it is felt. 
thentic figures show that at the 
present time this represents just 
over 1% of the sales value of a Brit- 
ish film. Claiming American domi- 


nation and lack of adequate distri-| 


bution arrangements, British and 
Canadian producers will now play 
on political and nationalistic feel- 
ings in an attempt to enlist the aid 


of the various Imperial govern- 
ments, with Australia and South 
Africa pretty well talked into the 
deal. 


The Quota Act of 1927 gave the 
first impetus to British production 
ind meant a firm foothold 
British Isles at least, but the British 
producers will tell the Empire Con 
ference that the English quota basi 
will be inadequate if applied to the 
Canadian market, What they want 
is a start at 10% and a rise to 25% 


With P-P’s Canadian chain 


Au-| 


in the 


Ap- 


I. W. Schlesinger’s diamond cutting 
agreement have finally broken 
down.” Strong opposition was mar- 
shaled against Schlesinger’s enter- 
prise, 


Helen Reynolds, American dra- 
matic mezzo-soprano, has arrived 
| “ y r 
from New York for a tour, 
| Schlesinger has put in effect a 
19% cut on all salaries of man- 











Cheater Trap 


Mexico City, June 9, 

Newspapers have tipped cops 
to a new racket, consisting of 
a man with a camera snapping 
couples in the streets then 
presenting card announcing 
where pictures can be bought. 

Prints assert racket has ma- 
lignant slants; that camera- 
man only takes couples whom 
he figures no like being pic- 
tured together, and _ picture 





dispensary fixes own prices for 
distressed husbands or agi- 
tated wives. 














Royalty Gets the Urge 


Stockholm, June 2. 


Prince Sigvard, second son of the 
Swedish Crown Prince, who has 
studied art decoration under Pro- 
fessor Praetorius in Munich 4Ger- 
many), has made an arrangement 
with Ufa in Germany to become as- 
sistant director to .Dr. Ludwig 
Berger. 

His work will be de- 
voted to an operetta picture in 
which Lilian Harvey and Willy 


first 





TAKING LONDON 
PLAYS FOR N. Y. 


London, June 13. 

American producers have been ex- 
traordinarily active in acquiring 
American rights for plays presented 
in London this season and last. A 
partial list of recent transactions in 
rights includes: 

William A. Brady, after looking 
around, acquired both the Ivor No- 
vello pieces, ‘Party,’ current at the 
Strand, and ‘I Lived with You.’ 

Gilbert Miller has just taken two 
pieces, ‘When Parents Sleep’ and 
‘Musical Chairs,’ both current, 

William Harris takes over ‘Green 
Pack,’ also in the present list, and 
MacGowan & Reed have selected, 
besides other attractions already ar- 
ranged for, a success of last geason, 
‘Autumn Crocus.’ 





WYLIE MUSICAL WARMLY 
RECEIVED IN LONDON 


London, June 13. 

‘Out of the Bottle,’ Julian Wylie 
musical, was warmly welcomed at 
the London Hippodrome Saturday 
(11). 

Outstanding detail of the pre- 
miere was the singing specialty of 
Frances Day. 

Production has 
handled and a 
soems assured. 





been expertly 
moderate success 


Australia 


(Continued from page 13) 





ernment by the producers for pro- 
tection. 

At present there are four separate 
newsreel units operating in this 
country, and many independent 
producers are turning out shorts 
dealing with Australian’ sports 
which should find 2 market abroad. 

English Studio, Too 

It has been reported that one of 
the big English producing compa- 
nies will, in the very near future, 
open its own studios over here. 
Efftee say that now they have fin- 


ished local stories they will go 
ahead on production suitable for 
overseas, 


A private fight between the Fed- 
eral government and that of New 
South Wales is responsible for an- 
other staggering blow tothe Amuse- 
ment Industry—a blow that will 
take some getting over. 


Weight of Taxes 


Because the politicians in charge 
of New South Wales will not pay 
its debts abroad, the Federal au- 
thorities are footing the bill, but 
at the same time have introduced a 
Crarnishee Act that calls for all 
State taxes to be paid into Federal 
coffers. The State government is 
fighting this act and is withholding 
payments due to those who depend 
for assistance upon the government. 
With their spending: money with- 
held these folk cannot afford to 
visit theatres. Just as soon as the 
act became law many city box- 
office receipts dropped to zero and 


have continued down. Pictures 
booked in for extended seasons 
were, in many cases, withdrawn 


after the first week. 

With the commencement of 1932, 
managements really began to feel 
that at last they were getting a 


Fritsch will star, 


Shubert Probe 








(Continued from page 42) 


court's attitude in regard to the 
petition for an investigation since 
he says in his opinion: ‘I should 
not be satisfied unless there were 
thorough investigation of the issues 
raised by the petition.’ Also: ‘The 
sole concern of the court is to dis- 
cover whether the trust estate has 
causes of action on which there is 
likelihood of recovery. However 
strongly it may feel that wrongs 
had been done or might sympath- 
ize with victims of such wrongs, if 
committed, there would be no war- 
rant for spending trust estate 
moneys in avenging them unless 
there were reasonable prospect, ovt 
of the effort, of yielding something 
for the estate itseif. It would be 
outside the sphere of proper court 
activity to champion the cause of 
individuals who may feel aggrieved 
in rights which they individually 
assert, apart from the trust estate.’ 
In that order the court directed the 
estate to pay for the investigation, 
but that if it prove fruitless in re- 
covery for the estate, the independ- 
ent bondholders shall pay the costs. 

Last week in answer to the ob- 
jections filed, the indie group called 
the court's attention to the fact 
that although in his decision of 
March 4, respondants were given 
three days in which to file objec- 
tions, it was not until June 3 that 
the main bondholders committee | 
submitted such an order. At the 
same time counsel for the receivers 
served a memorandum criticising 
the petitioners’ proposed _ order. 
Also William Kiein the Shubert 
lawyer filed an order, all of which 
indicated that a reconsideration of 
the court’s decision was sought, 

In answer to the Klein memo the 
indie counsel stated: ‘It criticises 
the recital of the petitioners’ pro- 
posed orders, suggesting they are 
not essential and are ‘in some re- 
spects inaccurate and misleading.’ 
No misleading recital or inaccuracy 
is pointed out. 

‘The recitals are of the facts al- 
leged in the petition, presumably 
which moved the court in granting 
the petition. So far ag the peti- 
tioners are concerned, however, the 
importance of the order is the ap- 
pointment of special counsel. The 
order as proposed by the petitioners 
is drawn to comply exactly with the 
court's decision.’ 

Old Promotion Attacked 

Hitting further at Klein's memo: 
‘The order proposed by Mr, Klein 
does not follow the decision and | 
need not be considered although ap- 
parently it suits the receivers.’ The 
Suggestion that special counsel 
should not look into any question 
not already raised, unless the peti- 
tioners are able to dig it out and 
file a verified complaint, is charac- 
terized as ridiculous. 

‘If that were required, special 
counsel would not be necessary. If 
done it would tie his hands. Surely 
it would reflect upon his compe- 
tency, if not his integrity. It is 
assumed the court will appoint 
counsel with experience, ability and 
knowledge of corporate and Wall 


London Show World 





Street practices who will do things 
such as necessary to inform the 
court without unnecessary expense. 

‘It seems to counsel for the inde- 
pendent committee that those who 
contributed the funds to the corpo- | 
ration for its corporate purpose | 





break because business had been on 
the upgrade. The whole trouble 
with the industry in this country 
today is the fearful political influ- 





igers, cashiers, doorkeepers, ushers 
ind cleaners throughout the circuit, 





With a world’s tour planned but 
entirely altered, due to receipt of a 
}cable, E. G. Sherman and his 22 


Ingenues, American girls’ band, 
ailed May 6 on the Kenilworth | 
Castle for England and America 

Three of the troupe wanted to re- 
main in Durban, having an offer of 
four months to play in a cafe. The 
immigration dept spoiled their plan 

unless they had a two vears’ guar- 
intee of constant work They had 
to leave with the band. 


ence the entire community is labor- 
ing under. So long as governments 
|continue to war there is 
|for any industry, 
theatrical 


commercial or 


{ 


Folies Economizing 


June 
utting 


13 


down 


Paris, 

Folies Bergere is 
the overhead, 

l‘irst move is home 
Girls which 

|} been a feature there for a long time. 


send the 


troupe, 


to 


Tackson 


no hope | 


have 


are entitled to have the court inves- 
| tigat2 not only the purpose to which 
their money was applied, but also 
the question whether the represen- | 
j tations upon which they invested 
| their money were true. 


| ‘Unless this be proper,’ concludes 
pewng- H. Hyde for the committee, 
| ‘then it will not be long 
will be impossible to procure capital 
| tor any enterprise on public 
scription, No sensible person would 
buy one bond of an issue on repre- 
sentations of stock exchange houses 
if he realized that no matter 
‘al they were 


faise 
him alone to 


how 
burden would 
establish 


| talsity of the representations. 


the 
: 
be on the 


The 


| has been 


| adelphia, 
'announced a 
| ning 
before it | 


sub- | 
| Shubert 


| eal condition of the house, 
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London, June 4, 

Week just ending is considered 
the opening week of the London 
social season, its highlight being 
the running of the Derby at Epsom 
last Wednesday, when show busi- 
ness, in the person of Tom Walls 
romped home with the blue ribbon 
of the English turf. 

Walls’ victory was immensely 
popular, The horse, April the Fifth, 
was bred and trained at Epsom, 
and is the first local horse to care 
ry off the big prize for 100 years. 

Although the heavily backed fa- 
vorite never looked in on the lead- 
ers, the Wallis victory was ac. 
claimed, and business at his Ald- 
wych show, ‘Dirty Work,’ was large 
that evening. 





Walls, who was once a cop, is a 
self-made man. Ever since. the 
war he has turned everything he 
touched into success. 

But he still remains an unassum- 
ing fellow, a fine comedy producer 
and. one of the most popular men 
in London. 





Restaurants Crowded 

Business throughout London was 
very big all the week, the peak be- 
ing Derby night, when restaurants 
and cabarets were packed. 

The Savoy held 1,500 at supper 
at $7.50 a head minimum, with- 
out wines. All the other hotels had 
correspondingly good business. 





Successful Sunday Eve. 


One of the best Sunday night 
productions for some time was 
‘Ourselves Alone,’ by Noel Scott, 


produced at the Globe May 29. 

It revolves around the gunmen 
trouble in Ireland of a past age. A 
West End run looks a virtual cer- 
tainty. The reception was good 
and the notices satisfactory. 


20 Years Ago and Now 

More than 20 years ago R. G, 
Knowles took a photograph of the 
London Pavilion where he was 
playing. 

The bill shows the name of Ju- 
lian Rose on top. 

Rose is now among the heads of 
the non-stop variety bill there. 


Holdout as an Adv. 

West End theatre managers con- 
tinue to war against people in 
cheap-seat queues who leave their 
seats after putting their names on 
them, 

A fortnight ago the Haymarket 
issued an ultimatum against people 
leaving queues, saying their seats 
would be confiscated. The Ambas- 
sadors are following suit. 

It never struck theatre managers 
they might let the crowds in early. 
Probably they prefer the adver- 
tisement of the waiters outside. 


Railway Cafeterias 

English railways system has 
started the innovation of cafeteria 
stands on mainline expresses. One 
train carries the help-yourself food 
bar, with others ready to follow if 
it catches on. 

Food in English trains is not 
really as bad as people make out, 
but the meals generally take over 
an hour in serving. 





Headlines at $200 

John Tilley, holding second head- 
line honors at’ Palladium recently, 
was the cheapest headliner this 
house_ever had. 

Tilley was discovered by the 
Windmill managemert, who were 
the first to inaugur.:e continuous 
vaudeville in the West End, and 
they in turn sold the act to the 
Palladium for $200 with Tilley re- 
ceiving 80% of the money and the 
Windmill getting the balance. 

Actually, an American team, 
Billy and Elsa Newell, are re- 
sponsible for this comedian’s Pal- 
ladium debut. The Newells saw 
Tilley at the Windmill and pre- 
vailed upon Val Parnell, the Gen- 
eral Theatres booker, to give him 
the once over. Parnell went to see 
him, and turned down the material 
he was using. But when he ran 
through a lot of other stuff Parnell 
picked enough for the Palladium 
date. 


ED 





activity of special counsel should 
not be circumscribed.” 
Buffalo, June 13. 
Scrapping of Shubert-Teck which 
acclaimed as a boon to 
local legit is now practically as- 
sured with the announcement made 


| this week that the American Thea- 


tre Society had chosen the Erlanger. 

Mrs. Fitzwilliam Sargent of Phil- 
representing the A.T.S,, 
six show list begin- 
Oct. 3. 

The fact that the Teck 
been owned outright by the Shu- 
berts was long thought to an 
obstacle in the way of playing any 
allied attractions 
where in Buffalo. The poor phys!- 

however, 


has long 


be 


else- 


as its outlying location 18 


to have influenced the de- 


is well 
thought 


cisiom 
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—— 
Publishers End Film Rights 

Authors are riled at the book pub- 
publishers who more and more are 
trying to chisel in for a cut on the 
picture rights. 

The writer feels that the pub- 
Yisher takes 90%, as it is, of the 
book rights, discounting the author's 
average 10% royalty, and now the 
publisher wants to ease in for 10 to 
60% of the screen rights. 

The author squawks because any 
picture deal usually means 10% out, 
to the author’s agent, hence the ob- 


jections to any further division of | 


cinematic income, 

Instances have occurred where 
the publisher, hearing of the au- 
thor making a screen deal, eases in 
his own agent for a 10% cut, on top 
of the 10% which the author’s own 
rep must get. That’s 20%. Syuspi- 
cion is that the pub’s agent splits 
such commish with the pub. 

Authors usually go for it on the 
theory that the picture companies 
don’t want to become further in- 
volved with arguments on copy- 
right or other tangles, and would 
rather steer clear completely off a 
deal rather than incur further en- 
tanglements. That means too much 
to the writer today who realizes 
more from what should be a by- 
product, ie., the screen rights, than 
from the original book publication. 
Hence, they go for the 20% tap and 
more for double agents’ commish. 

A standard contract will be worked 
out, it is hoped, to circumvent such 
complications. 


Binyon’s ‘Elsie’ Book 

Claude Binyon’s /Elsie’ letters, 
which ran_ serially in ‘Variety,’ 
have made their appearance in book 
form under Harrison Smith im- 
print ($1.50) titled ‘A Girl Ought 
to Work.’ 

Binyon, attached to ‘Variety’s’ 
Hollywood staff, is given a fly leaf 
introduction as being close to the 
Coast picture situation. ‘Elsie’ is 
the girl who comes to Hollywood for 
a film career. 

The bright, saucy letters are fur- 
ther enhanced by some clever art 
work by Herman Post, one or two 
a bit spicy in their literal illustra- 
tions of the Binyon text. The hokum 
‘testimonials’ of endorsement on 
the title-cover are also an asset. 

Publication release date is June 
16. 


Newspaper Club’s Finances 


The Newspaper Club which oc- 
cupied pleasant quarters in the 
Hotel Claridge, New York, moved 
suddenly after piling up a bill for 
rent amounting to $2,300. Hotel 
proposed to hold the _ furniture, 
books and other chattels, but finally 
agreed to accept $75 monthly. 

Club now occupies a loft at 507 
Sth avenue. Place has been unoc- 
ecupied for four years. There will 
be no rent until the organization is 
in better financial shape. A claim 
for a tax refund of $1,000 from the 
government is pending. If paid 
that would help the treasury, de- 
pleted through unemployment. 


Time Isn’t Ripe 

Russel Crouse’s ‘Murder Won't 
Out,’ which Doubleday-Doran was 
to issue May 1 has been held over 
to Oct. 1 because folkses aren’t buy- 
ing books right now. 

‘Murder’ is already printed but is 
fm the storehouse (not Cain's) until 
release time. Alec Woollcott has al- 
ready reviewed Crouse’s book, doing 
that recently in his column in the 
New Yorker (mag). 

Another book by Crouse, and via 
the same publishers, will be out 
Nov. 1 dealing with that writer's 
pet subject, Americana. Crouse is 
now the Theatre Guild's p.a. 

James Encores 

Rian James has another motion 
picture in novelized form. This one 
is called ‘The Crooner’ (A. H. King, 
Inc.) and will be made as a film by 
Warner. 

Most lay reucers will believe that 
the columinst has written the inside 
instead of using hectic imagination. 
The crooning gentry are given a 
sincere swat, though in the end the 
hero 


gets some sense and turns 

manager—if that is showing intel- 
ligen: 

Starts off in autobiographical 


| 





| 


| 


| largest 





fashion but presently flounders in | 


and out of a melodramatic kidnap- 
Ping and from there on it is un- 
decided just what it wants to be. 
May be popular with readers of the 
fan type. This is pretty light stuff. 


Pulp Lads Turn Out 
American Fiction Guild, one of 
the recently formed organizations 
Whose purpose it is to aid the un- 
known fictioneer, made its first 


major move the other day when it 
called a conference of representa- 


The pulps 


tives of the pulp mags. 


|it assures one 





News Company. 


‘District Nurse’ ($2.00) 


‘State Fair’ ($2.50) 
‘Undertow’ ($2.50) 


‘A Modern Hero’ ($2.50) 


‘Once a Grand Duke’ ($3.50) 
‘Only Yesterday’ ($3.00) 
‘Epic of America’ 





Best Sellers 


Best sellers for week ending June 4 as reported by the American 


Fiction 
0's ccoe cme canoes os teecees- BY Faith Baldwin 
‘Maids and Mistresses’ ($2.50) ssesaceasee- By Beatrice Kean Seymour 
‘Fountain’ ($2.50) Mae 0 O0SEOSOS SESS oeerTE2e ce ees BY Charles Morgan 
0 ects CeWeSee cpen-ve cesoccecssoee- BY Phil Stong 
cece ccewesesescesecsoesne by A. Hamilton Gibbs 
0+ cbemmomnccet¥eeseess ey bola Bromfield 

Non-Fiction 

‘Twenty Thousand Years in Sing Sing’ ($3.00) ....By L. E. Lawes 
soccceccees- BY Grand Duke Alexander 
CERIO). pds iesccescs 
‘A New Way and Better Golf’ ($2.00) 


ston. He already has the consent 
of the Madison Square ' Garden 
Corp. manager to write a chapter in 
answer to Parker. 





Summer of Conferences 
Writers’ summer conferences, 





Frederick Lewis Allen 
»»»-By John Truslow Adams 
...-By A. J. Morrison 


oomacae 








‘Story of My Life’ ($3.50) wccscccessccceemee By Clarence Darrow 
are the immediate aim of the un- Authors’ New Clauses 
knowns. New authors’ contracts with book 


Excellent representation from the 
various pulp publishers proved en- 
couraging, indicating that the Fic- 
tion Guild has the good-will of the 
mag operators. Conference was the 
first step beyond the usual experi- 
ence meetings held by the various 
organizations comprising new writ- 
ers, and points to the realization of 
some accomplishments. 


What Paris Thinks - 
Thanks to films and publicity 
given the Lindbergh kidnapping, the 
word gangster is now commonly 
used in Franch, with a _ suitable 
mental reaction towards America. 
This is amplified by a serial to be 
published in the daily ‘Paris Soir,’ 
following a preparatory advertising 
stunt in the guise of a trip of the 
author, Maurice Dekobra, to the 
States. Story, announced plenti- 
fully on the billboards, is titled 
‘Mimi Broadway. The Life of a 
Chorus Girl in the Land of Gang- 
sters.’ 





Rapid Fire 


Walter F. Eberhardt, whose pre- | complicated many an author who 


vious adventures with full length 
books has been novelizations of mo- 
tion pictures, comes forward with 
his first home grown plot in ‘A 
Dagger in the Dark,’ (Wm. Morrow 
& Co.) Title really applies for the 
dagger is delivered on page four. 
Eberhardt sprints off on the first 
page and never stops running. There 
is no let down in the rapid succes- 
sion of events but the action fits 
neatly into the plot. No extraneous 


action or false leads to _ bolster, 
either. It’s all essential to the story 
and fits neatly into the pattern 


which forms in the last chapter. It 
also deftly weaves in a mild love 
interest. A private detective solves 
the mystery in an effort to save his 
own skin. Characters not the in- 
spirational amateur young authors 
love to play with. 

Although his first effort, Eber- 
hardt has turned out one of the best 
mystery yarns of the season for 
grip, complexity and puzzlement. 


Hollywood Again 

Another novelized report of the 
Hollywood situation is ‘Hey Diddle 
Diddle,’ by Tamar Lane, founder of 
the extinct ‘Film Mercury.’ 

Lane’s story shows his heroine 
all but going Hollywood as soon as 
the breaks arrive, but his concern 
is more with how producers and 
their relatives gave the bankers a 
taste of bitter medicine when Wall 
Street took over the picture busi- 
ness. 

Not an attempt at literature, but 
interesting reading for the trade. 
Romantic end was written with a 
pen pointed at pictures. Adelphia 
Press publishes. 





Olympics’ 350 Tickers 

Olympic Games committee has 
placed an order with Dow-Jones for 
the rental of 350 ticker system ma- 
chines to be used by the accredited 
sports writers of newspapers who 
will report the games. This is the 
number of news sending 
machines to be at any sport 
event. 

With 


used 
700 sport writers expected 
machine to every 
two writers. Teletype system has 
been installed in all stadiums where 
the games are to be held. 


Mag Boosts ‘Graphic’ 


Common practise of magazines 
advertising in dailies some of them 
with the release of every new is- 
sue, is being reversed by Bernarr 
|Macfadden. Latter is trying to in- 
crease the circulation for his Nev 
| York tab, ‘Graphic,’ by plugging it 
through ‘Lhherty,’ also owned by 
him. 

Move may be designed toward 
cutting in on the ‘News’ in many 
out of town spots where it has rep- 
resentation particularly for the 


Sunday issue. 


| 


| 


| 


| 


publishers now carry two additional 
clauses, one particularly important, 
and known as the bankrupt clause. 
This affords the author protection 
on the return of the plates and re- 
version of all rights to the author 
when and if a pub goes into re- 
ceivership. Idea is to circumvent 
being sold down the river as part 
of the involved publisher's assets, 
without the writer having anything 
to do with said financial complica- 
tions. 

This leads into another clause 
which prevents a publisher, regard- 
less, from turning over his con- 
tracted authors or authors’ works 
as a chattel to whomever he might 
want to assign them to. A writer 


wants to be bound only to the firm | 
and none} 


originally contracted to, 


' else. 


|} up 


| Inc., 








| but 


Primary idea is not to become tied 
with another publisher whose 
type of publications differ from the 
style of the original firm. 

This was illustrated recently when 
Cosmopolitan Book Corp. decided 
on one of Hearst’s whims, to sell out 
to Farrar & Rinehart, Ine. That 


had been signed to Cosmo. 
was scheduled for publication of 
what are called ‘courageous’ books, 
whereas F&R are more conserva- 
tive. But, acquiring a flock of 
courageous authors, it left the writ- 
ers in a quandary until Ray Long, 
headed by the former editor 
for Cosmo, came along 
over these authors from F&R. 
Assignments aiso had the eco- 


|nomic complication of jamming up 


the author when receiverships or 
sales occurred. A technicality then 
arose where moneys advanced had 
to be refunded by the authors, 





Payson Resumes Alone 
William Farquhar Payson has 


-severed his connection with Holborn 


House and is again a book pub- 
lisher on his own. Although now 
located at the William Morrow of- 
fice, Payson will publish under his 
own imprint with Morrow acting as 
his sales agent. 

Payson’s first entry into the pub- 
lishing field was as Payson and 
Clarke, that firm becoming Brewer 
& Warren, and more _ recently 
Brewer, Warren & Putnam. 

One of the first books Payson will 
get out on his own is a@ Diog of 
Floyd Bennett by his widow. 


Bonica’s Dreamy Lowdown 


Joe Bonica, who got in wrong with 
the producers when his ‘Star Dust’ 
printed its ‘Is Garbo Dead?’ now in- 
tends to publish a daily and Sun- 
day paper in Hollywood with low- 
down on picture personnel. 

‘Star Dust’ folded after four 
sues. Just as weak is the reaction 
to his requests for gam pictures and 
hot love stills which he intends 


is- 


putting into a ‘Movie Album,’ which | 


will precede his intended daily. 





Two at the Head 
Joe Frankin and Bob Oberfelder 
now publishing ‘Automotive Ob- 
server.’ 
Albert Levetown, who is now editor 
not publisher. Mag formerly 
called ‘Repairmen’s News.’ 


Outlook’s’ Receivership 


The Outlook Co., publishers of the | 


‘Outlook,’ 120 E. 16th street, New 
York, which went into receivership 
recently, has the Irving Trust Co. 
as its receiver. 


Schedules filed show liabilities of 
about $300,000 and assets of about 
$250,000 

Biography as Forum 

Marcus Griffin, Broadway colum- 
iist for the New York ‘Enquirer 
is attempting to get Dan Parker to 


chapter in the biography of 


write a 


James J. Johnston which Griffin is 
vorking on titled, ‘Boy Bandit of 
Proadwav, 

Griffin wants Parke to write tne 
ins and outs of his feud with Jolhn- 


and took | 


really forums for literary lectures, 
| interchange of ideas, ete., will be 
|}more numerous this year than ever 
| before. And the established ‘con- 
|ferences’ will be more thorough than 


lever; scribblers, both established 
and tyros, finding them extremely 
| valuable as an aid. 


Perhaps the foremost of the con- 


| ferences scheduled this summer are 
|those at Middlebury College, Ver- 
imont, and Columbia University, 
| New York, 

| That at Middlebury is called the 
Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference, 
getting its name from Bread Loaf 
Inn, the meeting place. Founded 


six years ago by John Farrar, now 
the book publisher, it attracts nu- 
merous literary lights each year. 
Farrar will attend this year’s meet- 


ing, as will Margaret Widdemer, 
Walter Prichard Eaton, Joseph 
|Wood Krutch, Dorothy Canfield 


Fisher, Lee Wilson Dodd and others. 
| Another distinguished list of 


names is scheduled to be present at | 


Columbia’s round-up, including the 


inevitable Joseph Wood Krutch and 
Zona Gale. 

| The writers’ summer colonies all 
have their conferences, including 


Woodstock, N. Y.: Provincetown, 
Mass., and Carmel, Cal., to name the 
foremost of the scribblers’ 
| Writers who take their 
seriously go in for at least one of 
the conferences every summer, with 
some touring the entire circuit. 


On the Semi-Pros 





|News of Greater New York.’ 
this field. 


staff now being gathered, 


Services Merge 

Western Newspaper Union and 
the Stanton Service, the latter a 
| subsid of the Meyer-Both company, 
|have gone into a merge. Combina- 
|tion is figured to save about $5,000 
| monthly for the organizations in 
the elimination of doubled produc- 
tion expense. 

Both firms had been largely serv- 
icing the same papers, overlapping 
each other with but few exceptions. 











Chicago’s Hotel Throwaway 
Chicago has a new hotel throw- 


away similar to New  £York’s 
‘Gotham ~ ife.” The mid-west item 
is called ‘The Chicago Visitor.’ 


About 75,000 copies are being placed 


monthly in the various hotels in 
that city. 
While similar in make-up to 


‘Gotham Life,’ the Chicago mag is 
of regular size. 





Society Chatterer at $10,000 

Marquess of Donegal, one of the 
best known English society column- 
ists, is leaving Allied Newspapers 
|for Associated, the ‘Daily Mail’ 
| group. 
| He 
| the 





will do one feature weekly, 
| ‘Sunday Dispatch’ social page. 
|Contract salary is around $10,000 
yearly for the column, 


Hearst Forgot? 





Right after William Randolph 
| Hearst announced a 712% dividend 
}on Hearst publications and had 


| talked against salary reductions and 
firing of employes, a second 10% 
salary cut-for his San Francisco 
‘Examiner’ and ‘Call-Bulletin’ and 


Took over the tradie from | 


Oakland ‘Post-Enquirer’ came out. 
| Frisco ‘Chronicle’ handed out a 
10% slash, also. 

initial 

Senior Knopf Dies 

Samuel Knopf, 70, father of Al- 
fred H. Knopf, died suddenly in 
New York Saturday (11), of a} 
heart attack. 

The senior Knofs had acted as 
business manager and treasurer of 
his son’s firm, publishers of ‘The 
American Mercury’ and bevuks, 


L. A. ‘Times’ Cuts 
Los Angeles ‘Times’ will put in a 


cut of 10% for all employees. Takes 
effect June 18. 

Los Angeles ‘Examiner’ editorial 
staff has taken its second 10% cut 

Smith’s New Fan Mag 

Frederick James Smith's new fan 
publication comes out June 15 under 
title of ‘Screen Weekly.’ 

Rosalind Shaeffer is stationed in 
Hollvwood as western representa 
tive 


centers. | 
profession | 


| A new magazine to cover the ac- 
| tivities of semi-pro baseball in New 
York and its immediate environs is 
the project of a Brooklynite. Title | keep back numbers of ‘True Story’ 
of the publication will be ‘Baseball 
Latter | It will 
La | 7 . cae ie - 

| be ge first complete coverage of|the mag is now a straight 15 cents 


—= 


Mortimer Burns Columnists 
Lee Mortimer, who used to go 
| after the columnists as editor of 
\‘New York Amusements,’ and who 
ilost. his Sunday column on the 
|‘Mirror’ when he went after Win- 
'chell, had the columnists up in arms 
jagain as a result of his ‘chiseling 
, columnists’ story in the Sunday tab, 
| Mortimer, working, out his cone 
tract with the ‘Mirror’ as contribue 
tor to the magazine supplement, 
and with a short time to go, took a 

thorough crack at the columnists. 


Paul Yawitz, Mortimer’s successor 
on the. ‘Mirror,’ when spotting his 
chiseling’ story in type, immedi- 
ately got Mortimer on the phone at 
his home and invited him to come 
down to the office to have it out. 
|Mortimer’s disinclination to accept 
the invitation resulted in a string 
of invectives, to which Mortimer 


gave a complete reply. 

Another call to the Mortimer 
home anent the ‘chiseling’” piece was 
from Louis Sobol, who had a double 
cause for being riled, both himself 
and his brother, Harry. This time 
Mortimer failed to answer the 
phone, whereupon Sobol put in a 
call to Jos Applegate, Sunday edi- 
tor of the ‘Mirror.’ Applegate was 
inclined to laugh it off. 

Winchell said a few words 
on the matter, but Rian James’ ac- 
tion was to immediately circularize 
the night spots with the information 
that he wanted no further publicity 
releases and would pick up his dope 


also 


in his own way. Sole columnist 
failing to do anything about the 
matter was Ed Sullivan. 

| Yawitz and Winchell are under- 
|stood to be formulating a scheme 
by which to gag Mortimer until his 
‘Mirror’ contract runs out, with the 
other columnists, notably Sobol, 


promising fullest 


co-operation, 





Back Number Cycle 
Scheme of Bernarr Macfadden to 


on the stands marked down from 25 
cents to 15 cents went floperoo, and 


with back numbers returned to the 


Offices will be in Brooklyn, with a| publisher. Came about because read- 


| ers preferred the back numbers at 
| the marked down price, and current 
jissues found it tough opposition. 

| It gave other publishers an idea, 
| however, and instead of scrapping 
returns they are unloading them to 
pitch men for sale at a fraction of 
the newsstand price. Hence, pitch- 
men carrying loads of outdated 
mags are setting up their stands at 
various thoroughfares, particularly 
Sixth ave., and giving the regular 
newsdealers a headache, 

Typical prices are ‘Brevities’ and 
‘Graft,’ both for a nickel. Current 
issues are each 15 cents on the 
stands, 

Chatter 

Michael J. Quirk, 39, city circu- 
later for the Chicago ‘Evening Post,’ 
died in Chicago June 6 after a short 
illness. Survived by widow and 
two children. 

Lee Simonson is putting the fin- 
ishing touches to a book on the 
theatre, 
| Margaret Sangster has taken an 
;} apartment in town. 
| E. F. Benson will kid New York’s 
/literati in his new book. 
| Andre Steeman’s story, ‘Six Dead 
| Men,” got to Farrar & Rinehart via 
| Stephen Vincent Benet. 

Vicki Baum will have still an- 
other novel out next month, called 
‘Secret Sentence.’ 

Maurice Baring completing 
reminiscences, 

French Strother was once one of 
Hoover's secs. 

A. Hamilton Gibbs now the best- 
selling of the Gibbs-Hamilton fam- 
ily of fictioneers. 

Gustav Eckstein writes on every 
| type of life but that of the flea. 

Zona Gale is spending the greater 
part of her time in the metropolis. 
| Hank Fuller’s ‘Graft’ folded al- 
ready. 
| Arthur Guiterman to Holland ‘or 
poetic inspiration along the Zuyder 
Zee, 

Alice Duer Miller, 
off from lecturing, 
cumbed. 

Wilbur Daniel Steele back at his 
Connecticut place. 

Burt managed to get some of the 
Edgar Wallace tales away from 
Doubleday, Doran, 








his 





who had held 
finally suc- 


W. Somerset Maugham has writ- 
ten a new novel. 

Fulton 9Oursler no longer keeps 
his Anthony Abbot pseudonym se- 
cret, 

Taxi dancehal get a serious 
psychological interpretation in ‘The 
Taxi-Dance Hall,” by Paul G, 
Cre ey. 

Forrest Davis, journalist, 42 West 


12th, N. Y., in a voluntary banke- 
i admits labilities of 
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East and Dumke summering At | 
Bayvilie, L. i. 





B. A. Rolfe is building three new 
wehestra combinati ms. ; 
Harriet Lee auditioning & com- 
> T » 7 
mercial for NBC. ; 
Ted Husing celebrates his eighth 
wedding anniversary this week. 


James Melton is getting in beau- 
coup fishing these week-ends. 
Welcome Lewis will move as soon 


as she recovers from her present ill- 
ness. - 
Mills Brothers rehearsing six 


hours a day to learn new songs on 
tour. 

Ranney Weeks refuses to come to 
New York from Boston for an ether 
blow-up. 

Billy Artz orchestra star ted sup- 
plementing the Jones and Hare NBC 

riods. 

PRenert Burns traveling ahead of 
his wife, Alice Joy, on her vaude- 
ville tour. 

Johnny Marvin, NBC uke singer, 
owns a whole island in the St. Law- 
rence river, 

Lucy Spe neer now ‘Alice Abbott’ 
for ‘The Market Place’ over WCAE, 
Pittsburgh. 

Graham Harris will do his own 
arranging for his concert series that 
starts June 27. 

Del Casino drew over 50 congratu- 
latory letters after his first broad- 
cast on WRNY. 

Jack Denny’s 
roof opening will 
Wednesday (15). 


Waldorf-Astoria 
be celebrated 
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Although Jerry Wald, ‘Graphic’ 
air gossiper, doesn’t drink, he likes 
to lead orchestras. 

Fred Berrins bought new $50 uni- 
forms for his orchestra for the Em- 
| pire State broadcasts via WOR. 

Keller Sisters and Lynch go WOR 
sustaining this week. Have been | 
away from the mike for a long timé. 





| Bill Tatro’s WBZ-WBZA orches. | 
of Springfield, Mass., playing dates | 
at Showboat Ballroom, New Leban- | 
on, N. Y. 


Leo Reisman bought himself a 
new $14,000 violin. Willing to show 
a statement to prove the 14 grand | 
payment, 

Redfield-Coupe threw a party for | 
the ozone scriveners last night 
(Monday) for the CBS Evening in 
Paris hour. 

Sid Gary starts a series of CBS 
sustaining broadcasts July 3. Gary 
will be on the network thrice week- 
ly at 7:00 p. m. 

Major Bowes threw a party for 
the radio columnists in his apart- 
ment Tuesday (7) in honor of the 
Capitol theatre broadcasts. 

Sylvia Froos, at Stanley, Pitts- 
burgh, this week, had to take a fly- 
ing trip to New York over Sunday 
for Three Bakers broadcast. 

Jack Haplin is doing a once 
weekly over WGY. He’s sec’y to 
T. M. Lynch, Commissioner of Tax- 
ation, and talks on state matters. 

Mme. Louise Homer was awarded 
honorary degree of Doctor of Mu- 
sic at the Russell Sage College 
commencement in Troy last week. 

WBRB’s weekly half-hour over 
KDKA, Pittsburgh, every Monday 
night abandoned this week when 
stage shows dropped for summer. 

Radio personalities out in force 
last week for two openings, Paul 
Whiteman’s at the Biltmore and 
George Olsen’s at the Hollywood 
Gardens. 

Si Steinhauser, Pittsburgh ‘Press’ 
radio editor, was interviewed last 
week over KQV, Pittsburgh, by 
David Patterson on ‘What’s Wrong 
With Radio.’ 

Sleepy Hall replaces Lioyd Hunt- 
ley at Willows, Pittsburgh road- 
house, next week. WWSW will 
continue to carry twice-nightly mu- 
sic broadcasts, 


Bill Farren, announcer at KDKA, 
Pittsburgh, the only radio personal- 
ity to get a page in S. Lee Kann’s 
new Pittsburgh guide book, ‘Show 
Places, Know Places, Go Places.’ 

Bob Taplinger swears it’s true. A 
woman came to the 19th floor of the 
CBS building and said she wanted 











PHILLIP’S DENTAL _ MAGNESIA 
WABC—Tues., Thurs., Sat., 8.15 P.M. 


FRANCES 
LANGFORD 


MANHATTAN MELODIES 
WOK—Wednesday, 10 P. M, 
Atop Empire State Bidg. 


Congressional Rep 





Radio will have its first im- 
portant representation in Con- 
gress if Henry Field, who just 
won the Republican nomina- 
tion for U. S. Senator from 
Iowa, can beat his Democratic 
opponent in November. With 
Iowa always 9 to 1 for the 
G. O. P., this is quite likely. 
Field owns and operates KF NF, 
1,000-watter at Shenandoah, Ia. 

L. B. Wilson, owner of 
WCKY, Covington, Ky., is 
rated a political power in his 





area. Practically no radio op- 
erators are in politics, how- 
ever. In this radio differs 


markedly from the publishers 
of newspapers who have been 
frequently elected to Congress 
and other high offices, using 
their properties as the spring- 
board. That radio may ulti- 
mately be the leverage for a 
political career is partially in- 
dicated by Field, who employed 
radio extensively in copping the 
Iowa Senatorial nomination at 
last week’s primaries. 




















to sing duets. ‘My voice,’ she de- 
clared, ‘is too strong for one person.’ 

David Buttolph, arranger-director 
of ‘Three Shades of Blue,’ WGY, 
Schenectady, was not on hand for 
trio’s yaude debut last week. Rea- 
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son: station’s music boss honey- 
mooning. 
Arthur ‘Street Singer’ Tracy 


wouldn't play Loew’s State next 
week because of the Garbo picture. 
He refuses to let any of his draw- 
ing power be attributed to that 
Garbo personality on the screen. 

Morton Downey gazes at the stu- 
dio ceiling when he broadcasts, Has 
a radio in his car, which he does 
not like to have anyone else drive. 
Wears a watch chain with good- 
luck charms at both ends but with 
no ticker attached. 

Blossom Seeley and Benny Fields 
are keeping their fingers x’d for an 
NBC commercial they have in view. 
Last time they spoke a bit too soon, 
with Mobiloil as the prospect; the 
commercial fell through, but now it 
looks kinda hot for the pair who've 
been sustaining on WJZ. 


“a 


M. c’d by Kenneth Niles in front 
of a Hawaiian string orchestra. 

George Gramlich, staff singer at 
KHJ, Los Angeles, will try New 
York. 

Ed Nockels resting awhile after 
having grabbed a couple of boosts 











for WCFL. 
David Ballou, formerly at KE VD- 








And His Golden Tower Orchestra 


N.B.C. Network—WJR 


Detroit—Wed. 12:30-1 P.M., E.D.S.T. 
Hi-Speed Gasoline 
Loose Wile Biscuit Co, 








ame BENNY KYTE — 


KFAC, Los Angeles, now on KFI's 
production staff. 

Dorothy Gardner, former Shubert 
p. a., now tossing off the adjectives 
for WBBM, Chicago. 

Ilomay Bailey coming out of that 
indisposition nicely. Due back at 
a Chi NBC mike soon. 

Walter Bunker, Jr. KFRC, San 








R. G. DUNN CIGAR que) 


Francisco, will marry Marion Glide, 





THE MATIONS f7Azzon. wl 


\ELLES 


Gis 


'SEGER 


non-pro of Sacramento on June 25. 
Marguerite Kahl, staff pianist, 
HO, Des Moines, married to Benj. 

Rothtrock, Jr., non-pro., May 29. 
Monroe Upton not returning to 


KFRC, San Francisco, as expected, 
but remains on NBC artist staff 
4 there. 
4,\ Belle Forbes Cutter returns to 


¢ | WBBM Chicago to warble through 





| the summer on a five-times weekly 





EDDIE SouTH 


(The Dark — f the Violin) 


INTERN ATION AL “orc HESTRA 


at the 


CONGRESS HOTEL, CHICAGO 
Broadcasting Nightiy—KYW 





} | akon 

Gene Austin, WMAQ, Chicago 
threw a housewarming for the ad 
|agency mob and the Fleischmann 
yeast boys. 
| Harry R. Lubcke, KHJ television 
ii and hear stuff before the San Diego | 
|| Electric club. 

NBC's Spotlight Re 
Francisco, 


vue, San 











jexpert, told about the future of see} 


jaunts to Los Angeles’ 


TEXACO RENEWS ON 
ED WYNN AT $7,500 


Because’ it will necessitate can- 
celling a performance every Tues- 
day, Ed Wynn asked for $10,000 a 
broadcast, but compromised for 
$7,500 for his second 13-week air 
period with Texaco over NBC. He 
is on his first stanza at $5,000 per 
hour. 

The comedian will be picked: up 
by remote-control from Boston in 
the fall, where he resumes with his 
‘Laugh Parade’ revue, or from what- 
ever stand he is playing. 

When the Wynn show played at 
the Imperial, New York, the Tues- 
day performances were cancelled be- 
cause of the Texaco broadcasts. 








Erdman’s Two-Way Job 

Fred Erdman, recording manager 
for Victor in New York, moves to 
the NBC offices this week as the 
only one in the NBC office on the 
Victor payroll. 

Both Cliff Cairns and Joe Higgins, 
Victor men who have joined NBC, 
are on the NBC payroll. 

Erdman will continue to have 
charge of Victor recordings, but will 
work out of the NBC offices. 





June 18 for a benefit date for the 
Al Malaika temple of Shrine. 

Frank Mason and ‘Skeets’ Miller 
in Chicago directing the Republican 
convention pickups for NBC. Her- 
bert Glover heads the NBC delega- 
tion. 

Carlton Kelsey, out of KFWB, 
Hollywood, as musical. director, 
opens with a band at Hotel Casa 
del Rey, Santa Cruz, for summer 
season. 

Nathan Stewart, Jerry Kilgore, 
Lindsey Spight, H. J. Maxwell, 
Johnny Toffoli and Austin Mosher, 
are others who’ve become dads 
within past month. 

Weekly interview of a picture or 
stage celeb by Eleanor Barnes, dra- 
matic editor of the ‘Daily News,’ is 
now a fegular program on KRKD, 
Los Angeles. On as a sustainer. 

Marriage of Fred Thomas, NBC 


(Continued on page 55) 


South 


College Three, novelty trio, a la 
Mills Brothers, switch from WLAP, 





NBC SPILL-OVER STUDIO 


Victor’s Gramercy Site For Donald 
Novis 








Donald Novis’ opening broadcast 
for NBC tomorrow (Wednesday) 


will be conducted from Victor's 


Grammercy studios, 24th street, 
formerly used for pictures. First 
time any program has been broad- 
cast out of those studios. 

NBC intends to utilize the Victor 
recording studios thereafter _ as 
broadcasting studios due to crowded 
facilities in its own building. 
Whether or not NBC will do this 
rests with success with which the 
Novis broadcast is mienuorimegeiten 


NBC COPS KID SHOW 
ON WGN FOR ITSELF 


Chicago, June 13. 

NBC's reluctance to feed a Co- 
lumbia station will cost WGN, ‘Chi- 
cago Tribune’ station here, the 
Foodtown Pops ‘Pirate Club’ pro- 
gram. ‘Pirate Club’ has been on 
WGN on a six-wéek term, and when 
that term expires on June 20 the 
program will switch to WENR, the 
local NBC ace. 








After the program has been on| 


WGN some two weeks, a deal was 
made to send the program over the 
CBS chain, but a time mixup pre- 
vented the kid session from starting 
on the slated date, June 7. Due to 
the time failure the program last 
week suddenly moved over to NBC’s 
red network. Will go on five times 
weekly instead of six, Saturday be- 
ing eliminated for the NBC ride. 
‘Skippy’ Priority 

Reported that the interference of 
another kid program, ‘Skippy,’ on 
the Columbia web, prevented the 
start of the ‘Pirate Club’ on CBS 
Columbia’s contract with ‘Skippy’ 
called for no placing of another kid 
program either immediately preced- 
ing or following the Percy Crosby 
character, and it’s understood that 
that’s the time cleared by CBS for 
the Pops show. 

While NBC exhibited dislike to 
the WGN hookup for the NBC net- 
work’s program, the chain is now 
doubling up on two other programs 
with WGN, a Columbia outlet. 
These two features are the Clara, 
Lu and Em session and ‘Little Or- 
phan Annie,’ both WGN and an 


NBC station here taking the shows. | 





End KYW Fight Series; 
Begin Legal Wrangle 


Chicago, June 13. 

. ‘Padded Fists,’ script program re- 
tailing the adventures of a gentle- 
man pug, was suddenly dropped 
from KYW, the Hearst ‘Herald and 
Examiner’ transmitter, last week. 
In the legal tangle that resulted the 
attorney for the script’s author and 
cast served notice upon the station 
and newspaper, claiming’ three 
weeks’ back salary and alleged 
breach of contract. 

Sketch made its debut on the out- 
let April 13 as a sustaining feature, 
which Richard Macauley, writer and 
producer of the show, now contend- 
ing that KYW had agreed to under- 
write the thing for one year from 
that date. Daily’s business execs 
deny having signed any obligation 
with Macauley and rejoin that the 
lattce and his cast held the ether 
spot nightly on a week-to-week 
basis, with everything depending on 
whether the station could dispose of 
the program to a commercial. 





Radio Wage Returns 
Mexico City, June 9. 





Louisville, to WHAS., 

Paul Christensen Orchestra at 
Spring Lake park, Oklahoma City, 
broadcasted over WKY. 

Jerry Shelton, night club accord- 
ionist, engaged as soloist on WHAS 
studio staff at Louisville. 

Fanny Elizabeth Stoll and her 
Gondoliers Trio engaged for sum- 
{mer over WHAS, Louisville. 

Jack and Jerry Foy, hill-billy 
boys of KDKA and WLW now ap- 
pearing frequently over WHAS, 
Louisville. 

Asher Sizemore, whose four-year- 
old son, Jimmy, draws more mail 
than any single WHAS artist, lost 
a newly born baby last week. 

Geraldine Thompson, WHAS staff 


pianist, and Dorothy Kirchubel, 
|}secretary to Credo Harris, mer. 
WHAS, plan month’s vacation trip 
to Ilollywood. 








Grant Withers, appearing in per- 
json in Louisville, was interviewed 
|over WHAS by Dan Thompson, 
|}movie -e«ritic of The Louisville 
| Times. Said he planned to sign a 
| contract with Paramount, but would 
| probably stay over in Louisville a 
few days simply because he liked 
it so much. 


Radio stations will have to post 
with the Ministry of Communica- 
tions and Public Works amounts 
they have agreed to pay Mexican 
composers, sketch writers and per- 
formers as royalties and salaries, if 
a proposition sponsored by the The- 
atrical and Cinema Council is ap- 
proved. 

The Council is working for more 
breaks for national productions and 
radio, stage and screen performers. 





Burns-Allen From Coast 
Los Angeles, June 13. 

Burns and Allen will continue 
their commercial while here for the 
Paramount picture, ‘Big Broad- 
east.’ 

Program will go over CBS from 
KHJ, local outlet, 





De Packh Backs Novis 
Morris De Packh will do the ar- 
| ranging and conducting for the or- 
\¢ chestra, which will accompany Don- 
6ld Novis’ broadcasts. 

Latter commences tri-weekly 














NBC sustainings June 15. 


15 Mins. for Charity, .: 
Take It or Leave It, 
Coast Station’s Idea 


Los Angeles, June 13. 
So many requests for free an- 
nduncements from organizations 
for charitable and ostensible charity 
affairs, KECA will devote 15 
minutes a week to nothing but this 





type of free blurbs. 
Earl C, Anthony, owner of this 
station and its sister, KFI, got so 


tired of the whining demands to 
help this and that church supper, 
entertainment for needy poor, etc., 
that the week's requests to the two 
stations will be collected and shot 
out*’at one sitting, 

Whether or not any one will keep 
the dial turned to this station for 
the whole 15 minutes of begging ap- 
peals is a question that currently 
isn’t worrying the station owner. 





Frisco’s New Commercial 


San Francisco, June 13. 

NBC has a new sponsor in Durkee 
Famous Foods, Inc., purchasing two 
| quarter hour periods weekly over 
the KGO network. 

Alvino Rey’s band and Earl 
Hodgins getting the featured spots. 
Latter was let out of the production 
department last week. 
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Race for More Chain-Controlled 
Stations; Northwest as Hot Spot 





Chicago, June 13. 
Radio watchers are finding great 
{jnterest in what they’ve labelled, 
‘the battle of the giants.’ CBS and 
NBC are buying up strategically 
spotted transmitters. 


It’s admitted generally that this 
battle has only just started, and 
that the next six months will see 
the fur a-flying over the acquisi- 


tion of two or three much-disputed 
localities. 

Both networks busily proceeding 
to fortify themselves by getting ac- 
tual control of the important trans- 


— + 





mitters. Holdouts for regular sta- 
tions rates by such outlets as WLW, 
WGAR, WJR, WGN, are thorns in 
the sides of the networks, and they | 


realize that in order to prevent 
more of that it’s essential to 
or control the key outlets. 
NBC owns WENR and WEAF, 
has the operating control of WJZ 
and WRC, controls WMAQ through 
a 50% interest, and through af- 
filiated companies controls WBZ, 
WBZA, KYW, KPO, KOA and KGO. 
Columbia has WABC, WEBM, 
WBT and WCCO, the last two 
named being former NBC strong- 
holds; has the controlling interest 
in KMOX, and through long-term 
contracts is set in WHAS, WGN 
and KMBC. Is also tied in with 
the 11 coast stations in the Lon 
Lee arrangement and in the Yankee 
network in New England. 


Northwest Front 


Columbia is at present dickering 
with the Montana Radio Coverage 
Co. for an interest in that firm’s 
three stations, KGEX, KGEZ and 
KGIR, the latter NBC-affiliated at 
present. It is considered signifi- 
cant that these stations occasion- 
ally hook-up on their own for a 
small network with KFGY in 
Spokane, a Columbia outlet. 

In particufar is a battle expected 
over the indie station KDF'N in Cas- 
per, Wyoming, the only transmitter 
in the entire state. Feeling is that 
the station, with the full political 
backing of the state, is able to se- 
cure a’most any concession from the 
Federal Radio Commission, since it’s 
strictly single-o in the state, It is 
now operating on unlimited time 
on 100 watts. Understood that it’s 
awaiting only a network affiliation 
before asking for more power, and 
that a request in this case is as 
good as done. 

It is that territory of Wyoming 
and Montana and the entire north- 
west mountain territory which is 
least developed as far as the net- 
works are concerned. And that’s 
the territory where the battle is 
likely to concentrate shortly. For 
the most part the networks have 
hesitated to invade that territory 
because of the high charges neces- 
sary to install lines. But with the 
Montana group already wired to the 
coast that installation question is | 
immediately solved. 


own 








DERBY TELE-BROADCAST 


| 


AND DRAW ON SCREEN 





The classic Derby race, in addi- | 
tion to being broadcast, was tele- | 
vised by the Baird people this year, | 
the occasion marking the first out- | 
side television broadcast in Eng- 
land. 

Phil Hyams, showman owning the | 


Metropole, Victoria, leading film; 
house near the West End, had 


standee trade to watch the tele- 
vision flashed on the special screen. | 

Reception, on the whole, was quite | 
g00d marking a big step forward | 
from previous demonstrations of 
the Bdird process. 


Doubt M-W Renewal 


Chicago, June 13. 
Montgomery Ward’s continuance | 
as a network customer after the | 
expiration of its current NBC con- 
tract looks doubtful. Agency han- 
dling the account has submitted 
several new ether presentations, but 
the top executive minds of the mail 
order house favor passing up fur- 
ther ether bankrolling, at least for 
the summer. 





Present obligation with NBC has 
until the end of the month to go. 
Commercial’s daily ‘Beautiful 


Thoughts’ program went on the 
chain a year ago, in which time the 
®xpenditure for facilities ‘has tal- 
lied around $600.000, 


\ 
| 
| 
is 





A-a-a-a-a-h! 


Los 
Radio 
wrestling 
the 


Angeles, 
service 
for first 
classified phone 
seeing which can 
most ‘A’s’ to its 
Four radio 


June 13. 
companies, 
listing in 
lists, are 
‘prefix the 
name, 
shops on West- 
ern avenue now start their 
names with five _—e to 
Squeeze ahead of the AAAA 
Radio Service, which has 16 
branches. 

List is currently 
the AAAAA 
Shoppe. 


CBS RELUCTANT TO 
_ GUARANTEE ARTISTS 


CBS has set its foot down on 
guarantees for artists until the fall 


headed by 
Aanderson Radio 











jat least. 


Hereafter all artists on CBS will 
have to gamble if they want to go 
on the air. They will either be paid 
sO much per program or will work 
gratis with a commercial the objec- 
tive for future remuneration. 

Previously numerous artists en- 
gaged by the networks were guar- 
anteed a weekly salary. That’s out 


now. 
CBS is loaded with about 25 
artists under weekly guarantees, 
while NBC’s list of artists under 


salary guarantees is said to run still 


higher. These guaranteed artists 
are costing the networks plenty 
now, for many of them haven't 


commercials. 


Fox Straightens Chi 
Agencies on MPPA 


Chicago, June 13. 
Harry Fox made the rounds of 
the larger ad agencies here last 
week as representative of the Music 
Publishers Protective Ass'n. He 





set many of the agencies right on| 


the proposed method of royalty col- 
lections for radio dise recording. 

Fox eased the tension that ex- 
isted among the local agencies 
which were not clear on the exact 
workings of the MPPA plan. In the 
deal the dise recorders will do the 
collections, and since most of the 
outfits have New York headquarters, 
the royalty matter will be settled in 
the eastern offices. Locally, the Co- 
lumbia radio disc offices, headed by 
Bill Young, and the March Labs 
figure as the only two royalty-col- 
lection spots. 

Only subjedt not completely ironed 
out is the re-broadcasting angle, 
which is the use of radio discs 
more than once on the air. Since 
each disc is figured by MPPA as a 
single shot in its taxing system, the 
re-broadcasting without additional 
royalty rates is an evasion. Likely 
that the stations will be approached 
by MPPA to keep a record of discs 


which agencies send out for twice- | 


over broacasting. 
Fox returned to New York after 
spending a number of days here 


London, June 4. jlast week, but will head out to the 
|} west coast next month for similar 


contacting of agencies and studios 
as to the MPPA-radio disc royalty 
setup. 


All Music—No Titles 


Andre Kostelanetz will inaugurate 
a new musical series for CBS com- 
mencing July 1. 

Kostelanetz will have 40 pieces 
and will be on each Friday for 30 





minutes. <A novel feature of the! 
| series will be the elimination of all 
titular announcements during the 


| broadcast, making it a half-hour of 
unbroken music with the exception | 
of one 


station announcement. 


Shampoo’s 6 Discs 
Chicago, June 13. 
a number of years with 
over WBBM Mar-O Oil 
slated to spread over 


After 
live talent 
shampoo is 


some 16 midwest stations by July 1. ! 


Will make the parade by way of 


radio discs, now being recorded 
locally. Will be five minute affairs, 
the meat of which is a discussion 
of hair hygiene by Adele Nelson, 


who does the WBBM job. Grinding 
out six platters as a starter, to be 
released, according to present plans, 


‘twice weekly. 


GIBBONS COVERAGE 


NBC on Conventions—Also 
Personal Apps. 





Will 





Chicago, June 13. 
Floyd Gibbons, here with A. P. 
Waxman, his personal rep, to cover 
the two national conventions for 


NBC. 
In between his reporting and 
broadcasting, Gibbons will make 





personal apps. 


Money-Making Picnic 

| Uses Radio Stars as 

| Farmer Inducement 
a 
| 





Chicago, June 13. 

| Using its ether artists as the bait, 
| the local farmer station, WLS, is 
; next week promoting a Lake Michi- 
| gan excursion. Performers will not 
only supply the entertainment on 
the cruise, but will also deliver their 
|air routines when the party lands 
|down at Michigan City for its old- 
fashioned picnic. 

Station has chartered a lake 
| steamer and is selling ducats at the 
|rate of $1.50 for adults and half that 
| for the kids. Figuring on a neat 
bit of cream to be left over for the 
treasury since the schooner holds 
about 1,500 passengers. Date set is 
June 21, on a Tuesday, and all ex- 
ploitation is confined to the trans- 
mitter. 

Advance has started out neatly 
and indications are for an S.R.O. 
sign. In all instances the response 
on the ticket sales is that the pub- 
lic is going for the ride primarily 
for the opportunity of getting closer 
to the performers they’ve been lend- 
ing ears to all winter. 


Other By-Products 


WLS is still running its Satur- 
day-nightly ‘Barn Dance’ at the 
Eighth Street Theatre here, and 
continues to play its two evening 
performances to heavy biz at the 
50c. and two-bits rate. But just 
seeing the performers across the 
foots is not close enough for the 
farmer element which is the main- 
stay of this transmitter. To them, 
‘in person,’ means something nearer 
to a shake of the mitt and a sock 
on the back. Now they’re slated to 
|;get a peek at their fav ether per- 
former wrapped over the rail or 
tackling a hard-boiled egg. 


NBC SEEKS SPONSOR 
FOR SHARKEY FIGHT 


NBC is trying to sell Lucky 
Strike on the idea of sponsoring 
the Sharkey-Schmelling fight which 
takes place next Tuesday (21) at 
10:00, the same time that the Lucky 
program is on the WEAF network. 

While no official announcement 
has been forthcoming from NBC 
it is understood that NBC will 
carry the fight broadcast. Accord- 
ing to NBC’s contract with Mad- 
ison Sq. Garden, the network is 
not allowed to announce any Gar- 
den broadcasts until the day of the 
fight. Garden corporation believes 
that a previous announcement re- 
garding the broadcast of a fight 
would hurt its business. 

NBC blanket contract with Mad- 
ison Square Garden, said to involve 
over $100,000, gives them option to 
broadcast exclusively any Garden 
fight they desire, If NBC refuses 
to carry a Garden fight on its net- 
work, then the Garden can go out 
and peddle the broadcast rights to 
any other station or network. 

If Lucky Strike won't accept the 
fight broadcast in lieu of its sched- 
uled program, NBC will place the 
fight broadcast on its WJZ net- 
work. However, the network is 
|more anxious to have the fisticuffs 
air staged under the banner of the 
'ciggie account. Just what NBC is 
|asking from Lucky for this is un- 
known. 


2 for CBS in Fall 


| Chicago, June 13. 

| Columbia’s Chicago offices chalked 
|up a couple of new accounts last 
| w eek, but each with a fall starting 

date. Martin-Senour Paint has a 
27-station lineup set for a Sunday 
afternoon debut the first week in 
September, while Miracul] Wax has 
signatured for 25 outlets on a week- 
ly morning release 
Sept*9. Both contracts are spotted 
for a minimum of 13 weeks. 

Duo piano act, Harry Sosnick and 
Bill Moss, and a home economies 
expert 
program, Nothing in the way of 
talent as yet has been set for the 
} paint mixer’s show. 
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Hearst, will also broadcast them for | 


| 


| 
STAFF ANNOUNCERS 


Cream Hours Deadheaded for 


Politics Will 











+ 
Mystery! 
Los Angeles, June 13. 

Users of the MacKay Radio- 
gram service which transmits 
telegrams by short wave radio 
at a lower rate than the tele- 
graph company wire rates, 
have been receiving a jolt in 
the form of duplicates of their 
telegrams, delivered to them on 
plain paper shortly after they 
have received the original 
radiogram. 

No indication of where the 
duplicates come from, but it 
is intimated a rival picks them 
up with a short wave receiving 
set and is using the duplicates 
to indicate that confidential 
subjects are the world’s prop- 
erty when sent by short wave. 











SANS WOR BYLINES 


A radio by-line for 
will take on a new significance if 
WOR’s policy of anonymity for 
radio announcers is followed by 
other stations. WOR only will per- 
mit a by-line for the announcer if 
he’s the author of the program or 
the special continuity ad_  libber, 
such as a McNamee or Husing at a 
big football or other sports event. 

Otherwise, says WOR, none gives 
a whoop about who was the an- 
nouncer. 

Newspaper reporter who only gets 
billing in connection with some ex- 
ceptional or feature story is the 
WOR pattern for announcers. 

Call letters will be used instead 
of names. 


announcers | 
! 





Program Directors’ 
Private Prejudices 


San Francisco, June 13. 

Jean Campbell Crowe, program 
director of KPO, has here own pri- 
vate list of ‘mustn’t’ tunes. 

Reason for banning the songs is 
either that the titles or lyrics are 
Suggestive. Included in the list are 
‘You Beautiful Sonofagun,’ ‘Thank 
Your Father,’ ‘Dancing on the Ceil- 
ing, ‘You Rascal,’ ‘St. James In- 
firmary,’ ‘To the Steins,’ ‘What 
Would You Do,’ ‘Go Home and Tell 
Your Mother,’ ‘Collegiate Love,’ 
‘Hittin’ the Bottle,” ‘Mama's Grow- 
ing Younger,’ and about 20 other 
pop tunes. 

As a result Mrs. Crowe's activi- 
ties KPO of the NBC network is 
seldom visited by song pluggers, 
that gentry usually spending its 
time at other local broadcasting 
centers. 


KPO Frisco to NBC 
‘a | 


San Francisco, June 13. | 

Permission was thts week granted 
by Federal Radio Commission for 
Hale Bros. and the ‘Chronicle’ to| 
lease their KPO to National Broad- | 
casting Co. NBC has been operat- 
ing KPO for nearly a year, during 
which time station’s owners have! 
sought to turn entire outfit over to 
the network. ; 

Since KPO’s establishment in 1922 
Hales and ‘Chronicle’ have lost ap- 
proximately $577,000 on the broad- 
casting enterprise. 

Possibility unverified, that NB€ 
may move all KPO to the present | 
NBC headquarters on Sutter street, | 
operating the two western networks 
from there. Changes in executives 
and staff are also possible, 

















No WJJD Move 


Chicago, June 13. | 

Columbia Phonograph and Radio} 
company will move its local radio | 
disc studio into the Palmer House, | 
following the merger of Columbia | 


| with the indie station, WJJD, which 


commencing 


will share time on the wax | 


is at present spotted in the State 
St. hotel here. Switch-over slated 
for July 1. 

Deal for the move of the combo 
studios into the vacant quarters of 
WMAQ in the ‘Daily News’ building 
went cold when the rental figures 
were considered, 

Operations of the radio disc outfit 
end the transmitter will be kept 
distinct and separate though work- 
ing in adjoining studios. i 


leach Wednesday 


| Idaho. 


Jam Up NBC-CBS 


June 13. 
Networks have given up hope of 

garnering any appreciable coin from 

the political campaign and are now 


Chicago, 


figuring on inducing their regular 
commercials to carry the bag. Can- 
didates and their boosters will have 
to, under the new plan, unlimber 
their messages between plugs for 
the product whose bought and paid 
for time they're taking up. 

Tight money situation, the chains 
now admit, won't allow the major 
parties exchequers to set aside 
more than enough for a limited 


number of country-wire hookups 
toward the end of the balloteering 
ballyhoo. Networks will try to 
avoid cutting the speeches in on the 
commercial periods, but if the pow- 
ers that be in the political parties 
insist upon the choice evening hours 
it will then be up to the chains to 
prevail upop the clients affected to 
give up tl ir spots, with the 
courtesy tag alloted them on either 
end of the political broadcast. 

If the commercial can’t be talked 
into carrying the bag for the desired 
period in return for the credit an- 
nouncement, the network will with- 
out argument assume the obliga- 
tion and deduct everything from 
the client's bill but the contracted 
talent costs. 

In the 1928 presidential campaign 
the Republican party’s appropria- 
tion for radio tallied $350,000. From 
present appearances, the G.O.P. isn’t 
figured on for a third of that 
amount during the coming tiff for 
office. 

Seven Chi Outlets 

Seven local stations are down to 
carry the proceedings of the na- 
tional conventions here, a record for 
sustaining features, KYW, WMAQ 
and WENR will get their service 
from NBC; WBBM will release the 
CBS version, while WGN, WJJD 
and WCFL wilk do independent 
picking up from the convention 
floor, Early attempt to commer- 
cialize thé national conventions by 
means of a small midwest network, 


|} with WCFL and WJJD as the orig- 
| inating outlets, chilled. 


Advertisers 
unanimously voted hands-off on the 
political tie-in. 


BORDONI RKO DATE 





GETS CHI NBC PLUG , 


Chicago, June 13. 


New co-operation policy between 
NBC and RKO gave Irene Bordoni 
the first theatre date plug ema- 
nating from the network’s local 
studios. Happened on the tail end 
of last Thursday night’s (9) Fleisch- 
mann program. 

Miss Bordoni, appearing on the 
program, was booked to open at the 
Palace the next day. Circuit’s p. a.’s 
asked for the mention over WMAQ, 
chain-operated, and the word came 
back from Niles Trammel, NBC gen- 
eral manager here, that it would be 
okay. 


Network’s local division several 
months ago put a rule into effect 


banning all theatre date announce- 
ments. Exceptions to _the rule, it 
is now understood, will only be 
made in the cases of ether attrac- 
tions playing RKO houses, 


The Perfect Account! 


One of NBC's most solidly booked 
accounts is Stanco, which prob- 
ably holds the record for long dis- 
tance renewal, 

Account has already renewed 
with NBC for 17 additional weeks 
from Jan. 4, 1933, an advance book- 











'ing of seven months. 


WEAF 
for 30 
‘Big Time’ sketches. 


network 
minutes 


Stanco is on the 


with 
WRANGLERS’ PCT. TOUR 
Hollywood, June 13. 
Arizona Wranglers, radio cowboy 
warbling act over KNX, will tour 
six weeks of one nights in picture 
houses in Oregon, Washington and 
They will leave here 
around July 1. 
Tour is being } 
Craybill, owner of 
gene and Forest G: 
suarantees expenses and will split 
60-40 with the station to which 
the cowhands are under contract. 
In spots played the act will eplit 
50-50 above the nut. 


andled by F. M 
Eu- 
whoa 


houses in 


ove, Ore., 
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found it tough to get back on local 
stations. KNX wavered on condi- 
tion the rajah would agree to re- 
strictions. 

Phenomena is now doing his fu- 
ture peeping nightly at midnight, 





tra plays smoothly. Dance fans 
should like it. Remote control an- 
nouncing. Jaco, 


DIXic CIRCUS 








his work some time ago, It may be 
material trouble, but whatever it is, 
this gagster doesn’t possess the 
monologistic humor which formerly 
characterized him. 

As a songster Perkins is okay, 


dicate romantic passion. The drift 
o* his spiel is that it’s a dull world 
without a dash of polite necking, 
and that lipstick is the proper sea- 
soning. In all, however, the plug- 
ging actually is held down to a 





SOUR GRAPES? 


Newsprint Denounces Radio ‘Croon= 





the station's choice ime. U -| Sketch but even here there’s too much of ; ‘ lowns’ 
standing is that fo yom bee Radio Disc him. Four songs during 15 min- me mid Se ers and Clow 

vi utes proves that, and that’s in addi- | prising. ost m s ; 
against his act will end the pro-| COMMERCIAL tion to his chatter. Perkins has a|are heavy with drum-banging. Minneapolis, June 18. 


gram. ’ Another restriction is that 
he mustn’t mention price over the 
air or use the station as an address 
for any of his correspondence, 

In other respects it’s the same as 
before. He answers questions vague 
enough to fool the followers. 

Vaiue of the mystic is that he is 
allowed to bring out his business 
address where listeners can get pri- 


WOR, New York 


A series of circus life incidents 
on radio discs sponsored by Dixie 
Cup. Weekly characters are a 
clown called Joy and a young boy, 
named Davey. Former each week 
telis the latter a different story 
concerning the circus which then 
cues into the actual dramatization 
of the story itself. 


good line of comedy songs and a 
snappy way of putting them over 
the air. 

Long commercial plug at the fin- 
ish about writing in for refill tooth- 
brushes makes up for the brevity of 
the advertising at the start. 





RICHARD CROOKS 


Stoess studio band remains suf- 
ficiently in the background and yet 
weaves in and out of the interlude 
nicely, particularly touching up the 
tremolo tones on the violins for that 
romantic feeling. There's little here 
for the matrons. They want their 
romance direct, even if it’s just a 
pash crooner. They'd hardly need 


Using radio crooners to stimulate 
business was characterized by Louis 


Flader, commissioner of the Amerie 
can Photo-Engravers’ association, 
as a ‘desperation measure.’ Speak- 
ing before the Minneapolis Adver- 
tising Club, Flader decared that 
‘through the medium of crooners 


vat y . : 4 to be told that ‘ah-hh, love is a 
operating as before he is also count | ,,s°2tY (0l4,.by the, clown, to the | With Harvey Firestone, Jn wonderful thing” That ort of talk /and clowns who came from nowhere 
C j ‘ as rs on a , or 
= = papery —~ secrets to five| Dutch handcuff king and his COMMERCIAL is neither entertainment aoe nen s. firms are trying to create sales 
caters. worker. In one of the town’s the | WMAGQ, Chicago P their products. 





duo were appearing with the circus 
an aged woman begged the handcuff 


Firestone program over NBC con- 





Flader told of a survey conducted 
by him of a radio program in which 
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BINE JUNIOR PROGRAM | PAUL WHITEMAN ORCHES 
WALD G. VILLARD GEORGES CARPENTIER, DORO- | NOAH BEERY . ABSOR | J C 1 |! TRA 
why Hoover?’ (Address) THY LEE and OLIVE BORDEN| With Charles Strickland’s Orch. With Whispering Jack Smith, the; (with George Gershwin, Jack 
COMMERCIAL Talk, Songs Song Humming Birds and Arnold Hylton’s Orchestra and Charlie 
WGY, Sh tad Radio Disc Johnson’s orchestra Agnew) 
ee Pye wyrngered COMMERCIAL COMMERCIAL Biltmore Cascades 
Oswald Garrison Villard, to give} This ‘Radio Extra’ was most am- | WOR, New York WMAQ, Cnicago Sustaining ~ 
the full name, is recognized as the} bitious yet attempted here, enlist- ’ " l WEAF, Ne York 
leader of liberal journalism in Amer-j ing three stars, a fourth entertainer Unless common sense is used in Interesting and _ well-balanced . w Yor F 
ica. He carries on the traditions of} and two interviewers, and using a| thé recording of radio discs, their| layout introduces this new me age Occasion of Whiteman’s premiere orc! 
a crusading father who founded! continuity script. Prepared and/entertainment value can easily be | cial, bringing back Jack Smith, the| 4:5) the Hotel Biltmore, New York, la 
‘The Nation’ in 1865. That weekly,| well rehearsed, it moved along with | killed off due to a few silly lines. original whisperer, as the 2 pte i 1k Ceetetis wiame on 3 yes' 
although never over 40,000 circula-| unusual smoothness. p—Noah Reery, for instance, says | The sotto voce crooner is as goo prompted an international une 8, : wer 
Ss e) is endous in- I keepin with Carpentier’s! shortl he is introduced that | here as he always has been, both ational tribute 
tion, has exercised tremenc n eeping 1 I ; Shortly after he a ell to the maestro which w pla 
fluence as a clearing house for ad-| background, continuity carried idea! he will be seen as the villain in the | ©” the air and in vaude, as well as floppo on astatic, but sy only y ae 
vanced ideas and through newspa-| of a fight, a bell being run, rounds| forthcoming picture with George | °" records. ‘ f highly effective. That Jac orwise bur 
permen, sociologists, economists, scored, etc. Artists questioned one} Arliss, ‘The Millionaire.’ Latter ’ Absorbine, looking round or a Sante shelter > on Lo Jack Hyl. pu 
etc., relying upon it for unbiased re-| another, while Marion Brewer of|film has been generally released suitable name as well as an enter- be BB eco tod itt ~ondon had to B 
ports of controversial matters. | Albany daily, and Harry Black,| months ago and already played most tainer, couldn’t have found a better I w 1 an apologetic con: 
4 ; ; :. | | be l i Smitt I h lost | announcement that the climatic 
Possibly inspired by what radio! manager of RKO’s local house, also| the sticks, After a line like the| et than in Smith, w a ~ “ ments were Pec i wae. matic ele- and 
did for the circulation of ‘Collier’s,’| quizzed. Black, in air debut, inter-|above is heard, it immediately | none of his ether personality <> 1 re et Rabo yond control was a rid 
‘Time,’ and ‘Literary Digest,’ this| viewed Carpentier—an assignment | ‘dates’ the disc and probably kills | time he’s been away from the kilo- - —th pga Te shwi 1 
weekly rented five 15-minute unter | that should have been meat for| off a good portion of its listeners, cycles. Smith has now appeared on Bes yoo Gershwin, among the a 
ludes on WOR, Newark. That rep-| naner’s sports editor. | for hardly anybody likes to listen to | both networks, having last been/ guest ta ent, was on earlier with on 
resented concentrated radio cover-|" as program unwound, Carpentier |something obviously stamped with | with CBS. piano solos of his compositions to Dur 
age in the metropolitan area, where} ~as headliner. Chatted with femme | age Placing the Arnold Johnson band/|the Whiteman baton. Mildred ling 
‘The Nation’ naturally finds its}... PREP eal tae : a" . , behind the singer was also a happy} Bailey, Red McKenzie, Jack Ful- 
greatest’ number of actual, or poten-| and held mike for a five-minute in-| Beery doesn’t do much. He tells choice, as Johnson’s music makers} ton, Jr., and the other Whiteman 
tial, sympathizers “Hour was 7:30) ‘°'v'¥- Frenchmen not only han-/ of some of the parts he's played in still swing a rhythmic style of their] vocal specialists shifted in and t V. 
al, 5] atnisere. s Tt: dled dialogue well, but talked 0n/ pictures and calls himself a really : aenien tim an i Birds, a ~ - . ’ - ou a 
on Wednesdays. : | boxing in intelligent, interesting! nice chap in real. life, although a|°?”™ = eee of the ethereal proceedings. 
Accustomed to the pussyfooting of | fashion. Is one pugilist who does! villain on the silver sheet. His|{°™me trio, harmonize behind Shortly after the London pick-up 
the average political ranter, it is not | not freeze before sound-amplifier; | repetitious laugh sounds villainous Smith's soft-spoken melodies in| had to be interrupted, because of 
eee ae Gane aaa oetiier the could fit in on a Grant Rice or other te 8 sh 7 = cg ee ce ge said oe ge Sm th cage eae me Ji 
; . sh Pre ae | sports-personalities b. ec. | : i neh - wed : yatcne o was 
jolt of their radio lives. Villard is oo <a kf sen ‘ sie dda te Beery speaks in a deep bass voice | plug a bit too much. Little or no! Charlie Agnew at the Edgewater 
the editor whose percentage was .070 PE ager Fn Soo oon ge main ot ; and sings in a still deeper bass. He | attempt was made to veil the busi-| Beach hotel, Chicago. ‘i sal 
on a reputation quiz ‘Variety’ con-/ — ooth technique. Got in a house | dia one song number, the spiritual ness angle of selling the liniment. In between, announcements of the hea 
ducted just for fun about a year plug. : Swins Low, Sweet Chariot.” Fair Smith received the honor of intro-| presence in person of Rear Admiral NBC 
oy Paros ag ep tabla Pt Miss Lee sang a pop so-so, and | onal Sas Wye Gem EES Se as Fhe La prot ema eigen tes, Mayor popped and aon nt 
S ide y e geners scious- ked like ¢ ical ingenue. Sched- | “* . rim, started ti ge er stage and screen celebs, pl 
: talked like a typical ingenue. Sched- | , , t other stag Cc bs, plus 
ness. It would speedily be altered aaa ten Ratnam ion Miss Bor-| Just a freak attraction. Disc’s| heat and wound up by estimating| reading of telegraphic salutations sell 
if he stayed on the radio long. ie : 2 ‘” —_" 7 | with names like this probably get | that 10,000,000 people were afflicted | fro film celebs on the Coast a 
rs : .| den’s topic. was ‘Clothes. For a : ; : - i . m C , fur piar 
Villard speaks from the shoulder Virginian, her speech sounded crisp | their largest audience in the hinter- with athletes’ feet, finally arriving| ther combined for the generally im- * 
and straight to the point. Having) . a English-accented. Has a name|/ands, where they probably derive|/at the remedy, which naturally] pressive ballyhoo on behalf of 
on arta hg eden yp on yori and manner that should impress | # huge kick out of listening to these | would be ae oa natalie. th Whiteman. _ 
1e can't just be put down as taking “tr : ° “| ‘Names,’ Allowing Smith to handle e It star 3 un 
; te inal si women listeners. . : started at 11:30 p.m. and was 
cage an Deanery See noes a Nearest to orthodox entertain- | plug in such direct way may be/ scheduled to stay on until 1 a.m, 
crit sway ne pee \eaie amet oe ment was Evelyn Hayes’ singing of| RAY PERKINS argues Pat eg eye ag Ae Abel. 
on criticism and not only can ce)! 8 MVen a S some circles, bu n’t listen 
it Sat ‘can’t even dish pat where f matacen Fes ee Fon to | With B tg 5 hha Steedon’s Orch. that way. Smith does more than 
politicians are concerned. je SEs) = ; eae omeady, lalk, Songs his share without the commercial ° 
firmed that any president is, and| broadcast on a big hook-up, she} COMMERCIAL spiel, and it might be wiser for the Pineapples, Wheatena, Say: 
ought to remain, a legitimate target age evidences of ability to war-| WEAF, New York sponsor to think it over. Span. Malt Ne NBC Accts 
a iecahadentinall and point by point Pecardan down for half an hour Pt wend pay checks for these 4 ted Ps 
‘ . 5 , , wpe in ad r he signature 
Villard demolished Hoover. He was} but cut to 20 minutes, was on a Hse arn gle eyilic « Bloggy soe Bo: TANGEE MUSICAL DREAMS Among recent new accounts ‘ee 
dishing it out in masterly style. It} ‘dead’ spot to catch a oo when Jergen’s went off the air and| Ralph Simpson, Walter Maher, Bill| signed by NBC are the Pineapple sar 
was bitter aloes for any Hoover list-/| ence. aco. almost left Perkins stranded. The Stoess Orch. Association, Malted Cereals Co. and 
Saase Se have to take. And knowing bina Peter Van Steedon orchestra was| Talk and Songs Wheatena Cor thei 
Villard’s influence, it’s quite likel , Dp. U) 
boo y ’ selected by the shaving cream com- COMMERCIAL Pineapple Association begins 
the G.O.P. had official ears. OLIVER NAYLOR’S ORCHESTRA pany from out of four or five or-| WENR, Chicago Re, re copy ee + a 2 on 
i io i ini a ead roadcastin ct. 1rou e J. 
aed "i tooth ~ ingot ie WAY, Schenectad chestras. auditioned. ae. Sow Out of WLW, Cincinnati, comes Walter Thom »sOon agency eos the i 
as ar a san on a paste, hill ti _ oa: y Be series succeeds the ‘Singing Teacher’ | this twice-weekly appeal to the ro- : a : ” es 1 4 z time 
pe MS ay ~~ haat Mingo poner Unit, formerly at old Knicker-| broadcasts which has been flying mantic femmes. It makes 15 min- | Prosram layout not completed yet. will 
ae limited t Fe fo t It bocker in New York and lately at| under the Barbasol banner for quite| ytes of unexciting music and talk Maited Cereal Co. (Maltex) begins he Say 
might do a lot for circulation if de-| 2°te! Walton, Philadelphia, has re-| some time. despite the eager attempt to inject | Sept. 9 and will be heard bi-weekly, bein 
veloped. nd, jcontly been playing several rs Perkins is called upon to be funny|a hunk of moonlight-and-roses| Tuesday and Friday, for 15-minute Sake 
oe yn wigs ome bee ‘Miko for practically every minute of the! into the session. periods. Account, handled by the aah 
notel. Nay s- 2 Si 15 consumed, which is a large order Despite its appeal to the femmes/ Redfield-Coupe, agency, will feature 
PHENOMENA orchestras previously at this spot/for any comedian. There is un-| this program would stand a better] sam Lloyd, the Puzzlé Man, and Cant 
Astrologer and does not appear to have at-/| qdoubtedly too much use being made/} chance in the evening or late after- Neeley’s Saxatone. Wheatena be- 
COMMERCIAL tracted the same listener-attention./ of Perkins, which hurts. If Per-| noon. It completely misses the flap| —. n NBC Sept. 11 and has con- 
KNX, Los Angeles It's not as versatile and radio-|kins were used with judgment and] listeners who are downtown at the| 2/8 ©” + apad Me kly. 16 
: entertaining a band as Doc Pey-| given a few rest periods he would time ounding the typewriter or tracted for five nights wee 19% 
This fortune teller has taken ; aa Degen all i : p yp h P ll be 
much cash out of these parts in the| "8, and Tommy Christian's, to| be both more amusing as to material| yelling for the ‘Cash’ girl. Andj| Minutes each. rogram = w Ge 
past over various radio stations and mention two heard here. Does - and more refreshing to the listeners | what’s lipstick without a flap to do| ‘Wheatena Ville,’ a dramatic sketch the 
at ‘private sittings.’ At one time he feature specialty artists and nove -| because they won't bs hearing him the daubing? by Raymond Knight. McKee and Snant 
broke onto the local stage for a ty numbers; sticks pretty much to pers aed ee AS ae is this vet ether Simpson rates as a fair warbler| Albright agency, Philadelphia, han- watt 
week with a spiritualistic seance straight dance music. : mone ogist is ca pny oa pe hg to sing simple songs pleasantly | gles the latter account. ately 
gag. Heretofore his pryings into On first few broadcasts there was | sing, gag, sing, and so on until the| enough, though with no particular A NBC accounts which have . 
; littl but tl licy|end of the program, with the or- , : ; mong Ke 
the future have been tied up with} Very little singing, bu nis policy iat * gram, ge personality or tricks in the tonsils. renewed are National Sugar Refin- tech: 
peddling of sundry books on mys-| has been changed. A sympathetic- | ches a — acting Te Ss ack~ | Maher has a tougher job: he slings ing, featuring Jack Frost’s Melody 
ticism, with the prize coin-raiser a| voiced tenor now warbles pops fre- | Sround and never really coming t0| tng goo about romance in the | 1% tak — 
pamphlet on sex secrets. quently and well; there is also some | the fore. moonlight, holding hands in the| Moments, with the renewel to take equi; 
Due to recent activity against/ group vocalizing. : % yg makes an oman gr theatres or rubbing noses in Samoa, | effect June 29, and Davey Tree Ex- K} 
such crystal gazers by the Federal} No name other than Naylor’s| to be funny and appears to have ‘ost | Every other word is ‘ah-hh,’ long-| pert Co., whose renewal is effective dios. 
Radio Commission, Phenomena has| mentioned on broadcasts. Orches- | ™uch of that subtlety which marked | a 14) with a sighing droop to in-| from Dec. 25, 1932. 








JOURNAL OF COMMERCE a ; : tinues its uninterrupted path of | AMBASSADORS 
NEWSCASTS pong bay nngeenye Ss bank des” same yo In| Songs _ a number of nationally —— 
Talk os —— go cay — —— money | picking Richard Crooks to succeed | Sustaining stage and movie stars appeared. He 9 
COMMERCIAL te had stolen, H.k. refuses, but | Tawrence Tibbett, the tire company | WABC, New York said he questioned a large number 
WIBO, Chicago his assistant steps forward and/ mage no mistake. Where Tibbett Male harmony trio of conservative 


Financial organ makes the latest 
and the last of the Chicago dailies 
to adopt an ether mouthpiece as a 


completes the job, confessing him- 
sel. an ex-convict. 

It's a fairly interesting series, 
Char- 


shone as a baritone, Crooks spar- 
kles as a tenor. 
This is the same chap who has 


style, spotted on the CBS network 
during the a. m. hours. Trio warbles 
constantly without any instrumental 


of people as to the company spon- 
soring the program and not one 
could name it. He asserted there 
has been a recession in advertising 








promotional ally. It had held off peneenage a ry for oe t been signed by the Met Opera for|assistance. Their repertoire is well : ; : ¢ its use 

going the way of all the other local | *¢ters are a bit over-acted, but get | next season and they know what/di-~ersified, consisting of some | quality since the advent of its 3 
rags until it recently broke forth by. they're doing. Neither will this|standard favorites, pops and a/|on the radio. N. 
with a radio department, with Carl series of broadcasts do anyone con-/| novelty song. — Ne 
Ribblett by-lined as the editor. Lat- ‘ROMANCE OF THE THORO- cerned any harm. Judging from his Harmony is likable, but nothing e 
ter’s previous contact with radio first appearance before the mike on! out of the ordinary. It gets by, but SOBOL MARKS TIME Yo 


has been as the author of a serial 
script show whose theme dealt with 
the ‘romantic side’ of newspaper life. 
As part of the job Ribblett was as- 
signed to handle a late evening 
quarter-hour period of newscasting. 

Perhaps because of the dry fac- 
tual stuff with which his nightly 
stint is overloaded Ribblett shapes 


BREDS’ 
Ed Johnstone 
COMMERCIAL 
WBBM, Chicago 


this program, Crooks will be get- 
ting more mash notes than a slick- 
haired screen lover. 








Tor the second year the Washing- 
ton Park racing field is on the air 
locally to plug the nag oval to the 
public. It's a short termer, run- 
ning day and date with the racing 


There are a lot of good voices on| 
| the air, all kinds, and with different) 
| personalities behind them, but it’s} 
|not very often a singer of Crooks’ | 
| calibre comes along the air waves, 
| as the Firestone people are probably 





has no seck or something to stamp 
it as different. 

With the exception of one brief 
bit where a tenor is given a few 
moments of solo work, it’s straight 
harmony from start to finish. 





Murine Auditions 


With Louis Sobol’s final m.c’ing 
for Lucky Strike Saturday night 
(11), the N.Y. ‘Journal’ columnist 
goes back to the cut-salary ar- 
rangement he has with American 
Tobacco. 

The smoke firm has a year’s con- 
tract with Sobol at so much when 





up as the least interesting of the| Season at the park. But during the | finding out. Nor does Crooks do a : ; 
local newscasting brigade. What he| meet it rides on this station every | hi-hat act. For every Toselli’s ‘Sere- Chicago, June 13. working and less while idling, 
has to report is frequently badly | day for 15 minutes per evening. nade’ he has a Tierney'’s ‘Rio Rita’ | Hot agency battle is being waged awaiting some other assignment. 
regimented and presented, with Trouble with this program is that | or a Herbert’s ‘Sweet Mystery of, locally for the Murine ether ac- 


scarcely a hot news bulletin to re- 
lieve the monotonous droning of 
closing stock market items. Voice 


it doesn’t live up to its title. In 
order to get to the public that ro- 
mance angle must be played up. 





| P 
| Life.’ 


And if he gets serious with | count. It’s part of the new agency 


‘Lullaby’ from ‘Jocelyn,’ he comes; scheme in this town whereby the 


right back with a rollicking 


‘Wild | 


agencies attempt to swipe accounts 


Cecil and Sally Off KPO 
San Francisco, June 13. 





carries pleasantly and impressively,| Johnstone, however, is sticking |Irish Rose. And that carries out , —" 
but the edge here is taken off by the | Strictly to the details of the racing} the idea of a song for sveeyeeie. | by way of radio ideas deemed suit- Their contract with S. & W. Food 
oft-time stumbling and slurring over | biz, which can be pointed enly to Otherwise the program remains 2Ple for certain advertisers. Products expiring, Cecil and Sally 
words. Invariably toward the edge|the racing fanatics. Quoting speed the same, at least from a commer- | Meanwhile the eye-wash manu-| are off the KPO network of NBC. 
of his broadcast Ribblett takes oc-|to the eighth of a second, stating | cial aspect. Harvey Firestone, Jr.,| facturer is listening respectfully to Radio team, one of highest 
oa to oe panes i he reget bale in oo age OF ar vor tee jis still Severs short courses on) all agencies and solemnly attending | salaried in the West, are up for sale 
radio page an articularly his se-| which. Johnstone should remember | the rubber industry and w a Fire- | ‘ “Tae } 
lection of the nee programs of the| his title and start telling some real | stone is better, ete. Studie a SERIE, TER. 6D Ser GURSONG Sortnee 7 oh ag pobtaptenca lg ticoar ey 
day. ‘If it’s listed here,’ the lad/ yarns, fake or otherwise, but at | tra handles the music for the singer | has been accepted. Most of the/ Klein & Leahy agency, handling 
vouchsafes his listeners, ‘you can be| least stories with a plot in order to | and fills in between interludes. |Programs proffered are musical| S. & W. account, and managing the 
sure it's good,’ Odec. get that romance Gold. | Span, _' affairs. radio act, 
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“(BS MUSICIANS OUT 
ON AGENCY URGING 


Four members of Nat Brusiloft’s 
orchestra with Kate Smith on the 
la Palina broadcasts were aired 
yesterday (Monday). The four 
were house men and have been re- 
placed by indie musicians not un- 
der contract to CBS, which is a 
burn-up to the network. 

Brusiloff orchestra, nine pieces, 
consisted of five indie musicians 
and four house men. Move to get 
rid of the house men and make it 
a 100% indie orchestra was made 
on the advise of Batten, Barton, 
Durstine & Osborne, agency hand- 
ling the La Palina account. 


~ 





Vaude Dates for Girl 
Network Took Off Air 


June Pursell, NBC songstress who 
was recently removed from the NBC 
air waves, may shortly be placed in 
vaudeville by William Murray, new 
head of the pop department of 
NBC’s artists bureau. 

Murray intends to team Miss Pur- 
gell for vaude with Adam Carroll, 
pianist. 

Miss Pursell has been engaged as 
‘guest’ for the Chevrolet broadcast 
June 16. 





NO FILLER-IN 


Says Georgie Price In Balking at 
Cc. & S. Offer 


Chase & Sanborn want Georgie 
Price, now on their CBS tea broad- 
casts, to follow Harry Richman on 
their NBC Sunday coffee hour. 

Understood that Price will insist 
on a booking for a number of 
weeks, and refuse a one or two 
time deal on the grounds that it 
will look bad for him. He doesn’t 
want it to appear as though he is 
being used for filler-in purposes 
between Richman and the next C-S 
star artist, who may be Eddie 
Cantor again. 





KNX Will Spread 
Hollywood, June 13. 

Getting a permit this week from 
the Federal Radio Commission to 
increase power of station from 5,000 
watts to 25,000, KNX will immedi- 
ately begin new construction work. 

Kenneth Ormiston, station’s chief 
technician, leaves within a few days 
for the east to buy additional 
equipment. 

KNX is tied with Paramount stu- 
dios. 








JACK DENNY 


AND ORCHESTRA 





Waldorf Astoria Hotel 
Victor Records 


Gem Safety Razor 
Program 


Lucky Strike Dance Hour 


Management M. C. A. 

















Inside Stuff—Radio 


Rian James’ ‘CPooner,’ just off the press, is drawing comment within 
the trade which recognizes in the titular character some obvious resem- 
blances to Rudy Vallee. Some of it is not so flattering. There’s quite 
a bit of inside stuff with the deduction that Jo Ranson, the Brooklyn 
‘Eagle’ radio editor, passed it on to James, who's the ‘Eagles” Broadway 
columnist, and who knows of his own accord considerable about the | 
ether racket. 

The Nick Purdy and Nick Kenny 











to the Broadway bunch. Both are newspapermen in the book, Kenny, | 
in actuality, being the radio columnist on the New York ‘Mirror.’ Jerry | 
Wald, Jack Foster and other radio newspapermen are also named. ‘Nick 
Purdy’ is fictitious, but endowed with familiar characteristics, especially | 


dwelling on his songwriting avocation. In the book, the ‘Crooner’ (called 


Teddy Taylor) revolts at having to kow-tow to Nick Purdy and sing his | 


lyrics for fear of a bad notice. 

‘Crooner’ further reminds of the Vallee vs. 
kindred inside stuff, which, after it’s all said 

Illustration of the free hand sponsors of radio commercials give in the 
matter of engaging talent was seen last week when Ed Sullivan, m.c. of 
the (Sunday evening) ‘Highlights’ program (CBS), sent an airplane to 
Albany, N. Y., to transport Georges Carpentier, playing a vaude date in 
that city, to New York for the broadcast, and shipped Rosetta Duncan 
to take Carpentier’s place on the bill for final show of the night. 

Expenses of Carpentier’s air journey to New York, as well as his fee 
for the broadcast, were paid by Sullivan’s sponsor. Ditto the bill for 
Miss Duncan’s single show appearance, 


Will Osborne rivalry and 
and done, is all very trivial 








stand, and, as a result, lost both evening shows at the Minnesota theatre 
on his last day. Publix wanted to send him by 
Missouri metropolis after the second night show, but the crooner objected. 

He was formerly a flying fan but said he swore off air transportation 
after Knute Rockne’s death and hasn’t been up since, 

None of the girls used on the weekly Abe Lyman CBS broadcasts for 
Phillips, each Tuesday, are paid for their work. 

Girls are sold on the idea of appearing before the mike gratis for 
Lyman on the theory that it is a good break—in spot for them. So far 
Lyman hasn’t had any difficulty getting any number of songstresses to 
‘guest’ minus pay checks. 








Radio commercial opportunity afforded Whispering Jack Smith on 
Absorbine, Jr., with Arnold Johnson’s orchestra, commencing last week, 


brings home that Smith was perhaps the original radio crooner. lis | 


‘whispering’ billing was derived from his style of sotto voice vocalizing 
into a mike so that a person two feet away from him could barely hear 
him, whereas the sensitive mike amplified it aplenty. 

Despite his ethereal pioneering, Smith is just commencing to get the 
breaks on the commercial ether. 





Three days after auditioning a program, Absorbine, Jr., went on the 
NBC airwaves with it. 

Account on Friday (3), auditioned Arnold Johnson’s orchestra and 
‘Whispering’ Jack Smith, and last Monday (6) began broadcasting with 
the same talent layout. 





Arthur Freed, songwriter, is piloting Donat Novis, Coast tenor, whom 
NBC is pyramiding. This parallels another songwriter, Con Conrad, 
sponsoring Russ Columbo and taking him east, 

NBC and CBS save themselves a load on their acts by booking them 
in vaudeville. They derive a two-way benefit—one from the vaude com- 
mish and the other by not having to pay the artist while that artist is 
on the stage. 

The way it works is that the stage salaries of air acts usually are 
more than that which the networks has guaranteed them per week. 
Whether this salary comes from the stage booking or otherwise is of 
no matter to the network, as long as it covers the guarantee to the 
artist. 

Bing Crosby, for example, broadcast CBS sustaining for months with- 
out being paid by that company. He is under a weekly guarantee of 
about $400 per week to CBS. If Crosby has no commercial and isn’t 
booked in a theatre, CBS is forced to pay this sum out of its own pocket. 
However, if Crosby is playing theatre dates the salary is much more 
than the guaranteed $400 and CBS doesn’t have to shell out for Crosby 
at all, besides which the network discounts its commission for booking 
him in vaudeville. 








Radio Editor Travels 
Jack Foster, radio editor of the New York ‘World-Telegram,’ 
for Europe July 25 where he will remain for one month. 
During his vacation, Gerald Breitigan, of the daily’s film department, 
will sub for Foster, although the latter expects to send in comment about 
radio matters abroad. 


sails 





Most Sustaining Cartoon | 
Shows Pulled by WGN 


Chicago, June 13. 


2 OFF, 2 LEFT 


East-Dumke—B. A. 
Rolfe 





Soap Drops 








characters are especially amusing | 


No Free Ads 





Because of the now well-de- 
fined association of certain 
theme songs with various prod- 
ucts, other commercials will 
not permit their use on their 
own programs. They consider 
it a free plug for the opposition 
advertiser by suggestion. 

Chase & Sanborn tea won't 


permit George Price to sing 
‘Tea for Two’ because a pre- 
vious air advertiser, Salada 
Tea, uses that song for its 
theme. For the same reason 
C-S won't allow Price to warble 
‘Let's Have Another Cup of 
Coffee,’ which is the theme 
song of the Maxwell House Cof- 
fee NBC broadcasts. C-S also 
advertises coffee. 











|of music 
Bing Crosby refused to fly from Minneapolis to St. Louis for his next | 


special plane to the | 

















WGN, Trib outlet, has cleared its 
schedule of all ether versions of the 
newspaper’s comic strips not sup- 
ported by a commercial. Latest to 
go were ‘Harold Teen’ and the 
‘Hooper Family,’ formerly labeled 
‘The Gumps.’ Station not so long 
e ago had five cartoon shows going at 
one time. 






3rd Year 
Nut Club 





N Monday Only strip serial remaining is 
me and Wednesday ‘Little Orphan Annie,’ carried on 
WABC the Ovaltine payroll. Station had 

3:45 P. M. | been holding on to ‘Harold Teen’ 





and ‘Hooper Family’ for months in 
the hope of getting commercials. 


Exclusive Columbia Artists 








‘The World’ $ Boserd Record Bahors 


BEN SELVIN 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 











D’Orsay Perfume, N.B.C., Sat., 8:30 P.M. 


GENE and GLENN 


With JAKE and LENA 
The QUAKER EARLY BIRDS 


& A. M. DAILY EXCEPT, SUNDAY RUSSELL B. WISE 
NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY ANNOUNCER 























Two Procter & Gamble air series 
go off the WJZ network July 1. 

Sisters of the Skillet, East and 
Dumke, on three nights a week, 
wind up a 52-week series that date, 
while B. A. Rolfe’s orchestra com- 
pletes 13 weeks for Procter & 
Gamble the same week. 

Two other programs sponsored by 
Procter & Gamble, Col. Stoopnagle 
& Budd and Mills Brothers with the 
Vic Young orchestra, will continue. 
Latter two are on the CBS net- 
work. 

Sisters of the Skillett have an- 
other commercial in view, while 
nothing is set as yet for B. A. Rolfe. 


Percy Now Ricardo 
David Percy, on the coast for two 
years in films and radio, has been 
placed under a five-year manage- 


rial contract for radio to Harry 
Kuh. 
Percy, now in the east, has 


changed his name to Don Ricardo 
for eastern ether work. 


Lyman Renewed 
Phillips Milk of Magnesia has re- 


newed with Abe Lyman’s band for | 


another 13 weeks. 
Kenewal takes effect today (14). 





ERPI’S NEW MUSIC 


DEAL UP THIS WEEK. 





ERPI’s proposal for a new pro- 
ducer-publisher contract for the use 
in pictures, slated to be 
made to the MPPA last week, 
not be placed before the association 
until the end of this week. 

Delay was caused by new ar- 
rangements which ERPI is making 
with its sub-licensees. Current 
music-ERPI contract expires Sept. 5. 


NBC Will Not Pay for 





will | 


WOLFE WINS 
TRACY SUIT 


—_——_—_—— 





"This evidence indicates a deliber- 
}ate attempt to jump a contract, was 
| the closing statement m: sae by 
| Judge Selah B. Strong at the trial 

of Ed. Wolfe’s suit against Arthur 

(‘Street Singer’) Tracy, for breach 

of contract. Judge Strong reserved 
his decision on the matter until 
intimated that it would 
be in favor of Wolfe. He ordered 
| Loew and CBS, named as plaintiffs 
iwith Tracy, to continue holding 
one-third of Tracy’s Salary until 
the manner of had been 
decided by him. 

| Wolfe entered suit against Tracy 
lto restrain the latter from using 
| the ‘Street Singer’ act and billing, 
‘under which name Tracy is identi- 
fied with on CBS and is using in 
vaude for Loew; and for breach of 
|contract. Wolfe claimed that under 
his managerial contract with Tracy, 
jentereg@ into June 25, 1931, he was to 
|get one-third of Tracy’s net earn- 
ings and to own the ‘Street Singer’ 
act and that the first week in March 
| Tracy refused to continue to pay 
| him. 

Peter De Lima, representing CBS, 
testified that CBS had invested 
$462,000 in time in the presentation 
of the ‘Street Singer’ on its net- 
work and therefore desire the con- 
tinuance of this ether presentation. 

Tracy admitted that he made 


June 20, but 


its disposal 


weekly settlements with Wolfe from 
Coaventions or Olympics) yn: 25, 1931, to March 1. He then 





Los Angeles, June 13. 

M. H. Aylesworth, 
who is out here, has stated that 
NBC will not pay a cent for broad- 


casting the Olympic games and that 
he has also turned down a request 


for money from the Republican and 
Democratic conventions. 


news as well as the Olympic games, 


and that radio must have the same 


consideration as the press. 

Aylesworth also said that NBC 
has had a substantial increase in 
business tne last 30 days which he 
thinks is an indication of better 
times. 





Jars Set for 13 NBC 
Weeks; Shoes Maybe 


Chicago, June 13. 

Canning season brings back Ball 
Brothers on NBC for a 13 weeks’ 
stretch starting June 28. Preserve 
jar makers have two 15-minute 
morning periods, Tuesday and 
Thursday, with Chuck, Ray and 
Frank slated to lift their tonsils in 
harmony between canning talks by 
Grace Vail Grey. 

Network has Vitality Shoe on the 
line for admission to the schedule 
the early part of next month, if the 
talent for the program is picked by 
that time. Commercial tentatively 
okayed a studio combo under Har- 
old Stokes, Jane Froman and the 
Jesters harmony trio, but asked for 
antoher audition for the current 
week for the benefit of Vitality 
execs who had the previous earful. 


Account had formerly been on the | 
CBS list, featuring screen and stage | 


names, 


NBC Sports Events 


NBC will broadcast the Pough- 
keepsie regatta on June 20 and the 
Harvard-Yale regatta on June 24. 

From July 23-25, Alex Morrison, 
golf pro, will each day give a 
resume of the national open golf 
tournament at Long Island. 





WLBX Gets the News 
Flushing, N. Y., June 13. 

Station WLBX, Long Island City, 
has been ordered closed by the Fed- 
eral Radio Commission, for several 
violations of Radio Act. 

Station was operated by John 
Brahy. 


NBC president | 


His con- 
tention is that the conventions are 


| stated, on the stand, ‘Wolfe came 
ito the Valencia and I wouldn’t pay 
him any money and I gave him the 
| gate.’ 

Wolfe’s contract with Tracy was 
for two years and if, at the end of 
that time, Tracy’s earnings aver- 
aged $150 weekly, it was auto- 
mutically renewed for another three 
years. From Nov. 1, 1931, to June 6, 
claimed Wolfe, Tracy already 
earned $52,000, enough to auto- 
matically renew the contract for the 
additional three years in a period 
of six months. To date both CBS 
jand Loew combined are holding 
about $10,000 of Tracy’s earnings, 
which will be disposed according 
to the decision of Judge Strong on 
June 20. 

Attorneys in the case were Reu- 
ben Caidin, of Shapiro, Caidin & 
Pearlman, for Wolfe; Nathan Bur- 
kan for Arthur Tracy; Isidore Frye, 
of Leopold Freedman, for Loew, and 
Sidney Kaye for CBS. 

Tracy’s contract with CBS expires 
July 7 and CBS will renew. Con- 
tract will be renewed direct with 
Tracy. 
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Hollywood Gardens 


Joe Moss and Ben Uberall staged | 
the formal opening of the Hoiiywood |! 


Gardens, largest of the roadhouses}| 
around Gotham, Friday night (10),| 
with a two-hour floor show of cir-| 
cusy variety featured. 

George Olsen's band is the instru-| 
mental draw. Band is in on a guar-} 
antee of $2,600 weekly against a} 
split of whatever 1s grossed above 
last year’s average, and it will be 
quite a task to better last year’s! 
revenue at this spot. It shapes up 


somewhat as a four-cornered band 
battle around this section, the other| 
three bands in competition being} 
Russ Colombo’s, at the Woodman-} 
sten Inn; Isham Jones, at the Pel-| 
ham Heath Inn, and Ozzie Nelson, 
at the Glen Island Casino. Olsen, 
however, is in on a better booking 
arrangement than any of the other 
bands, which speaks quite favorably 
for the faith which Moss and Ufer- 
all have in Olsen’s drawing power. 

Friday night being too cool ior the 
open-air tables, first nighters were| 
ensconced under the canvas big top, | 
despite which they were almost | 
frost-bitten. 

Featured as part of the floor show 
are a troupe of Jap acrobats, a 
wire-walking act, comedy acrobats, 
clowns, tango and ballroom dance 
trio, dog and pony acts, Frank Haz- 
zard, Birdie Dean, and perhaps one 
or two others lost in the general 
shuffle of getting on and off. Any- 
way there’s enough floor show to 
last a good two hours and maybe 
more, which is too much floor show. 
It barely gives the customers a 
chance to get on the floor and strut 
their stuff as dancers, and the danc- 
ing should be of primary considera- 
tion. 

Hazzard is the young tenor who 
also sings at the Hollywood restau- 
rant. He has a sweet voice of fairly 
good range and was heard almost as 
well without the amplification as 
with it. There are reports Hazzard 
is mentioned for Los Angeles Cocoa- 
nut Grove, but not confirmed yet. 

Birdie Dean, shapely acrobatic 





danseuse, recently returned from 
five months in Europe. Girl is a 
clever acrobatic and _ contortive 


dancer with a difficult set of routines 
which she accomplishes with ease. 

Rest of the acts, all of circus va- 
riety, which is more or less in keep- 
ing with the atmosphere of this 
large amusement barn, are all 
amusing and pleasing, the animal 
turns especially. The trapeze artists 
and the wire-walking performers 
are equally good. 

Hollywood can accommodate in 
the neighborhood of 2,000 patrons, 
and can probably get off the nut 
with but a meagre portion of their 
capacity. No couvert, but a small 
minimum charge. 


BILTMORE CASCADES 


New York, June 9. 
Except perhaps that hair-splitters 
might note a certain restraint and 
unwonted decorum in metropolitan 
gaiety, there was no visible indica- 
tion of depression atop the Biltmore 
hotel last Wednesday (8), when 
Paul Whiteman arrived for the 

summer. The place was jammed. 
It is, however, on a reduced math- 
ematical scale that the Cascades is 
operating and upona comparatively 





| gives his services thereto. 
(Pelham Road) | 


| 000 flat, plus couverts and 


—— 


modest agreement that Whiteman 
Those 
with a memory for detail noted a 
more kindly spirit on the part of 
the hotel management in the print- 
ed prices of welch rarebit and other 
savory tidbits. 


That the Cascades, especially 
| with Whiteman, can be the class in- 
|} town rendezvous of the summer is 
obvious enough. Formal require- 

ments were rigid for the opening, 


but thereafter nobody with a work- 
ing knowledge of the stringency of 
pelf will believe that anyone not so 
dressed will thereafter be scorned 
at the portals. Still, the Cascades 


|} is 2 spot where even a mugg would 


feel uncomfortable if not togged 
out according to Sulka. 

Whiteman is reported getting $1,- 
75% of 
the mineral waters. Capacity of 
Cascades is 600, with $1 couvert 
general and $2 for the big nights. 
On first glance that sounds like the 
1932 style when remembering 
Whiteman financial history. How- 
ever, upon analysis, it isn’t a bad 
deal for the maestro. Especially if 
business is just half-way decent. 

That the Whiteman orchestra and 
its auxiliary talent packs beaucoup 
entertainment 
At the Granada, and more recently 


the Edgewater Beach, both in Chi- | 


cago, Whiteman conclusively re- 
vealed his showmanship for a dine- 
dance spot. In recent months he 
smacked across a tingle on thrill- 
jaded Manhattan when playing the 
Palace. A few years ago Whiteman 
was thought to be losing ground. 
He has since staged a private re- 
naissance with the aid of NBC, of 
which organization he was for a 
time threatening to become the 
number one showman. His network 
connection at present is less inti- 
mate. 

NBC did go the limit for Paul on 
the Biltmore opening. An attempted 
transatlantic salutation to the king 
of jazz from Jack Hylton in Lon- 
don failed miserably because of 
static, but the idea was compli- 
mentary, anyhow. Pretty danger- 
ous, still, to rely upon London. Last 
Hylton broadcast for a commercial 
was also floppo. After a few min- 
utes, during which the engineers 
struggled hopelessly to bring the 
pandemonium of disordered rpise 
into some semblance of music, an 
embarrassed audience was relieved 
when the attempt was given up and 
the Whitemanites hastily filled in. 

Bunch of celebs, including Mayor 
Walker, were introduced. NBC's 
radio comic, Ray Perkins, was 
emergency ringmaster when Jack 
Benny disappointed. 

Room is tastefully decorated in 
summer manner, with a suggestion 
of waterfalls, moon, orchards in 
blossom, canaries, and bright colors. 
Efficient catering service and an 
atmospl:ere of refinement main- 
tained throughout. Land. 





No Pay, No Dance 
Los Angeles, June 13. 

Rose Room, Spring street taxi 
dance spot, observed two hours of 
silence Thursday night (9), when 
Jack Spencer, of the musicians’ 
local, pulled the six musicians. 

William Lederer, proprietor, 
couldn't agree with the union what 
day was payday and for how much. 


needs no reiteration. | 





The Goldman Payoff 





A lady singer approached 
Al Goldman at the Woodman- 
sten Inn and requested an au- 
dition. 

‘Lady’ satd Al, ‘we only pay 
off in food. And then you have 
to go on a diet., 


SPITALNY-FLIPPEN 
| BOOKED YEAR AHEAD 


Goodall Palm Beach suits which | 
goes off the CBS network July 13) 
after 13 broadcasts has renewed the | 
same line-up of talent for next} 
year’s air advertising. It’s prob- 
ably a record for advance talent 
booking. 

Goodall is on CBS with 
Spitalny’s orchestra and Jay CG. 
Flippen bi-weekly, Monday and 
Thursday. Heretofore the Monday 
periods have not been heard in New 
York, being broadcast for the south 
only, while the Thursday periods 

















Phil 








| were earried in New York. Com- | 
mencing this Monday (20), the 


| . . 
| Monday programs will be heard in| 
New York also until the account 
|retires from the air. 


'No Radio Name Over 
Lombardo Balks Film Deal 


Los Angeles, June 13. 

Paramount has reopened negotia- 
tions with Guy Lombardo and band 
for ‘The Big Broadcast.’ But it hit a 
wall when Lombardo refused to 
take second billing to any radio 
name, specifically Bing Crosby. 

Lombardos say they have no ob- 
jection to being secondary to a pic- 
ture name, however. 

Possibility of the outfit opening 
at the Frolics cafe here about 
Aug. 1. 


Vallee, Tucker Favored - 
As Roadhouse Tonics 


Pelham Heath Inn is flirting with 
Rudy Vallee, because Isham Jones 
may shift into the Hotel Ambassa- 
dor, Atiantic City. 

Roadhouse biz blah in the main. 
Villa Richard across the new George 
Washington bridge on the Jersey 
side is another mild affair. Gene 
Geiger would like to have Sophie 
Tucker for the summer as it’s tough 
getting them to cross that bridge. 
Every time over it’s 50c per car, 
which is another surcharge the 
roadhouse has to contend with. 


Pope Chi Col. Phono. Head 
Chicago, June 13. 

Another move in the long list of 
changes in the local setup of the 
Columbia Phonograph and Radio 
firm, brings H. A. Pope to the big 
desk, filling the spot left vacant by 
the successive resignations of A. J. 
Heath and B. J. Schwinn. 

Pope comes up from St. Louis 
where he headed the town for Co- 
lumbia records. 
































799 7th Ave. 





ANNOUNCING...... 


JOEY STOOL 


(Formerly of our Chicago office) 


Now permanently 


in our New York office 
as General Manager of 


DeSylva, Brown & Henderson, Inc. 
ROBERT CRAWFORD, President 





| 





| 


ERWIN-WASEY LOSS 


Benton Agency Gets Gen. Foods— 
Creates Racio Dept. 





With the General Foods account 
switching from Erwin-Wasey to 
Benton & Bowles July 1, the latter 
agency is now organizing a radio 
department to handle all the Gen- 
eral Foods broadcasts and addi- 
tional radio accounts which May 
come in. Heretofore the agency 
operated without a radio depart- 
ment, 

Tiny Ruffner, who was radio pro- 
duction manager for Erwin-Wasey, 
has been placed in charge of the 


radio department of Benton & 
Bowles. E-W, since it has lost the 
Camel air account, Prince Albert 


broadcasts and General Foods, has 
no more need for a large radio de- 
partment. 

Herb Polesie has joined the radio 
department of Benton & Bowles 
agency, but is temporarily contin- 
uing his connection with the Adams 
Broadcasting Service, with whom he 
has been for some time. 

Understood that Polesie will re- 
sign from Adams this week. Pole- 
sie is the author of tlf recent radio 
flop play, ‘Heigh-Ho, Everybody,’ 
which Adams produced. 


Canada Beckons Yanks; 
English Suits, Booze 


June 13. 


Tacoma listeners hear Seattle 
station KJR broadcasting ads from 
Vancouver, B. C., 200 miles away 
urging yokels to come over, enjoy 
themselves and buy suits, real Eng- 
lish broadcloths very low. Also 
spieling about other goods and 
prices which can te brought over 
the line without duty but always 
injecting that happy thought about 
booziological highlights. 

Tacoma hip, hip hurrah boys and 
girls don’t have to be told about the 
nearby city, but the radio gives the 
elders a happy thought. 

Tacoma merchants and preachers 
plenty sore. 


Tacoma, 





Political Gas-to-Come 
Helps Sell RCA Tubes 


A large jump in tube sales dur- 
ing the past two weeks i8 explained 
by RCA as due to the coming con- 
vention broadcasts. 


RCA states that before any na- 
tional event of importance is to be 
broadcast there is always a sudden 
jump in the sale of tubes, Families 
who normally don’t care whether 
their set is working become sud- 
denly concerned. 

Weeks before a championship 
fight which has been ballyhooed al- 
ways show an increase in radio tube 
sales. 


Lombardo for N. Y.’er? 


Possibility of Guy Lombardo’s 
band coming into the Hotel New 
Yorker for the fall instead of the 
Roosevelt hotel as usual. 

Herb Gordon’s orchestra will most 
likely follow Harry Reser’s band 
into the Roosevelt the first part of 





; July. 


Gordon booking won't be closed 
until. the Roosevelt decides whether 
it will close its grill or not. 





Bennett-Simon Opera 


Russell Bennett, the orchestrator, 
is now in Vienna working on the 
score of an American grand opera 
which the NBC will produce either 
for radio or for Radio City pre- 
miere in the fall. It may be a dual 
debut. 


Robert A. Simon, still in America, 
is working on the libretto. 


SUIT OVER 1908 SONG 


Mills Music, Inc., has started copy- 
right infringemen‘ action against 
the Bell Syndicate, Inc., of New 
York, alleging infringement of 
‘Sunbonnet Sue.’ Mills asks for an 
injunction, profits and damages of 
$250. 

Complaint states that ‘Sue’ was 
written in 1908 by Gus Edwards 
and Will Cobb, and published by 
Gus Edwards Music Publishing Co. 
|In 1925 latter assigned all rights 
to the number to Mills, at that 
time known as Jack Mills, Inc., who 
published the number acknowl- 





New York 








edging the original copyright own- 
ership. 

sell Syndicate is charged with 
| publishing a substantial part of the 
;song without license and profited 
|by this action. It is 


fact as Mills requested. 


‘Musicians Talk 
Bonded Agencies 
At L. A. Meeting 


——-.__.. 


Los Angeles, June 13. 
Convention of American Federa- 
tion of Musicians opened at the 
Biltmore hotel today (Monday) with 
236 delegates as compared with 300 
last year. 


One of the most important mat- 
ters comes up Wednesday (15) over 
probable franchising of band book- 
ing agencies. Two musicians have 
been brought here to testify as to 
the chiseling tactics of agents who 
have caused them to sell outfits un- 
der scale in the east and midwest. 
Move will be to bond agents to keep 
faith. 


Milwaukee local has brought 
along Sammy Watkins, orchestra 
leader, to testify against Ed Fish- 
man, president of Orchestra Cor- 
poration of America, over conditions 
in Schroeder hotel there. Charge 
is that Fishman sold Watkins to the 
hotel for $1,200 instead of the $1,700 
scale, and that this was revealed 
when Fishman attached Watkins’ 
salary for commission. Watkins is 





also claimed 
| the defendant refused to cease this | 


promised immunity for testimony, 
and Fishman reported yelling 
threats of injunction against what 
he calls persecution by union. 


Expected that with no opposition 
Joseph Weber will be re-elected 
president on Friday. 


Quaker Oats’ Saisce 
Stop Costs NBC $225,000 


Chicago, June 13. 
Gene and Glenn go off the air 
July 2 for two months’ vacation, 
leaving Quaker Oats without an 
ether contact until after Labor Day. 
Simila: vacation is being extended 
to Van and Don, the team repre- 
senting the breakfast food on a Pa- 
c:fic Coast hookup daily. Contract 
of Phil Cook is this commercial's 


third radio act which runs out 
June 30. 
Quaker Oats’ withdrawal for 


summer figures to cost NBC around 
$225,090 in time revenue. 


Raymond Paige at KHJ 
Gets Hi-Hat Bowl Bid 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Hi-hat music recognition to radio 
goes to Raymond Paige, whose or- 
chestra is the station outfit at KHJ. 

Paige will be guest conductor July 
29 at the Hollywood Bowl, which 
heretofore has scorned those asso- 
ciated with radio. 








| Music Guide 




















“I’ve Got the Words—I've Got 
the Tune 
HUMMIN’ TO MYSELF” 

“IS IT IN LOVE? I IS” 
“UNDER A SHADY TREE WITH 
You” 

“WHEN YOU’R GETTIN’ ALONG 


WITH YOUR GAL” 
“MUST IT BE THE END?” 


DeSYLVA, BROWN 
& HENDERSON, Inc. 


745-7th Ave., New York 


“TWO LOVES” 
““MARDI-GRAS” 
“DRUMS IN MY HEART” 


MILLER MUSIC, Inc. 


62 West 145th Street, New York City ‘ 
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———Anside Stuff—Musi 


What little fan mail received by songwriters under contract to film 
studios is in the form of unsolicited song manuscripts from amateurs. 
Since there is plenty of dynamite in opening ‘the envelopes, or engaging 
in correspondence regarding these numbers, practically all of the tune- 
smiths return the musical gems unopened. 





To soften the blow, one lyricist has his secretary write that he is out! 


of town and the mss. is being returned rather than have it lost. 


American Society is the one desperate hope of the songwriters and} 
music publishers for economic salvation under present conditions, With 


radio flourishing, and in view of radio’s dependence on music for its 
popularity, the music men look to the ether corporation for their 
recompense. 

National Ass’n of Broadcasters’ counter bid to the ASCAP for a flat 
annual toll, in lieu of the demanded 5%-of- the-commercial-gross, is 
regarded optimistically as an indication that the radiocasters, at least, 
concede an obligation to the music industry. 

Wolfe Gilbert, songwriter, who sailed for the Coast last week, has 
arranged to stop off in Havana to write American lyrics to four Cuban 
rumba tunes, in the one day. It’s a publicity stunt. 

Gilbert arranged with Candido Galdo, Cuban publisher, Tunes are by 
the Cuban songsmiths, Lecuona, Moises Simons, Fuentes and Eliso 
Grenet. Gilbe.t wrote the lyrics for ‘Peanut Vendor,’ ‘Mama Inez,’ 
‘Marta’ and ‘Green Eyes’ without ever meeting the composers. 








Nemesis of the music business today is the Radio Log, a song-by-song 
chart of what songs were on the air last night over WEAF, WJZ, 
WABC, WOR and WMCA. Music men open that chart before their mail. 
It is a check-up by the publishers on their plugging staffs and will often 
determine how good the boss is gonna feel that day. 

It’s gotten so that the pluggers, as a partial defense, contend that the 
log is misleading in that a theme song, with only a few bars or just an 
instrumental chorus, is thus down for two renditions, counting the in- 
troductory and sign-off signatures, The argument is that one real full- 
song plug, with vocal chorus ’n’ everything, is worth more than several 
of these snatches of melody as part of a program’s signature song. 

None the less, the publishers go by that on the theory that the Ameri- 


ean Society’s point system of royalty dividend is largely compiled from | 


these renditions. Also that the mechanicals are often guided by the log 
as to what numbers to record. 

Radio Log incidentally is a swell business which has been developed 
by the Accurate Reporting Service which sells this nightly chart for $15 
a week, or $60 a month. The A. R. C. is otherwise a brother of Dora 
Alexander of the Richmond music jobbing firm. 


Shapiro-Bernstein has a new number, ‘A Bungalow, a Piccolo and 





You,’ so Willie Raskin, the prez of the Rocky Mountain Songwriters’ | 


Ass'n, offers a $5 prize for a song title with ‘bagpipes’ in it. 

Three $500 weekly executive salaries in one music pub firm, with none 
doing much to get out and hustle plugs, ete., is the topic of conversation 
in alley in these days of general conservation. It’s argued that $1,500 
would do well by an exploitive staff of efficient song-pluggers to promote 
music sales. 

Swivel chair execs who talk of golf and other relative trivialties were 
oke in the hey-hey days, but the old-timers contend that when the boys 
went out into the saloons and the Coney Island dumps and worked hard, 
it mayn’t have been as dignified but it certainly moved sheet music off 
the shelves. 





Orchestration Sales ‘Jerry Gottler at 18 Is 
Dad’s Coast Plugger 


Jump 907, as Pubs Hollywood, June 13. 
md Jerry Gottler, 18-year-old son of 
Cut Down Free List Archie Gottler, appointed ‘western 


representative of Kornheiser, Gott- 
Chicago, June 13. dns 

In at least one portion of their sone . . X 
biz the music publishers are find- Archie Gottler arrived back in 
ing increased sales. Here in the tow n Monday (6) after a European 
midwest the sales of orchestrations | ‘P- 
have jumped more than 50% within 
the past three months. Once a 
sideline that was deemed meaning- 
less by the publishers, the orches- 
tration field is today being closely 
watched as a possibility of recoup- 
ing somewhat the coin lost in the 
dying sheet music sales. 

Local branches of the music pub- 
lishers are today receiving constant 
orders from their New York offices 
insisting that the free orchestration 
list be sliced as low as _ possible. 
Many branches are required to send 
a list of orchestrations given away 
during the week. 





Opening an office in Holly- 


MUSICIANS BAR TAX 


Ho'!lywood, June 13. 


New ruling of the Musicians’ In- 
| ternational to keep those who have 
| failed to pay their studio taxes from 
| working has the tax collector mail- 
jing to each studio contractor a 





| have failed to remit. 


f : Those whose names are on the 
ott t 7 , 
Radio has worked that little dea Met are net te be employed until 


Only the bi radio plugs are | : 
wanted by ten tt or The jit- | the ban is removed. 
tle bands playing banquets and 
hideaways no longer mean any- 
thing to the publishers. The rule 
is now pretty well set; if not on 
the air, then no orchestrations. And 
even if on the air, sometimes, if the 
station or band is nondescript ,that 
no-orchestrations rule still holds. at RKO “lushing, who was dis- 
*, And when it comes to the name | charged recently in economy move, 
ands who could have all the free | jg pack—and by popular demand. 
orchestrations they asked for, they Scores of predlhnind ta newspapers 
peniec porn or aoa deeian ante hundreds of persons, asked for 
= outfits nearly < € 
original orchestrations, worked | 
right off the lead sheets. 





Popular Organist 


Flushing, L. I., June 13. 
Bernie Cowhan, former organist 





been with house since it opened on 
Christmas Day, 1928. 


; 





| local merchants and civic groups in 
| paid ads in local daily, ‘North Shore 
Journal,’ welcomed him back. 


Group Insurance for ASCAP 
A plan to insure each of its 800 
members will shortly be adopted by| 
the American Society of Composers, | 
| 
| 
| 





Authors & Publishers. 

Plan calls for each member to be 
insured for $1,000 each and a very Los Angeles, June 13 
low rate if $10,000 additional insur- When Abe Frank, now in New 
ance is desired personally. The $1,000 | York, returns to the coast next week 
minimum insurance will be paid by ; he will carry a signed contract with 
the American Society for each’ one or two name bands to succes- 
member. | sively follow Phil Harris now ho!d- 

Ameriean Society is considering ing the stand at the Ambassador. 
the propositions of various insur- | 
ance comp2nies before putting their talking to 
insurance resolution into action. 


NAME BANDS FOR COAST 


several eastern bands, 


Vineent Lopez for choice. 


DODGERS FROM JOBS 


| weekly report of all members who | 


return of popular artist who has_ 


| When Cowhan returned scores of | 


Hotel manager is considering and | 





Goes on Record 





Los Angeles, June 13. 

In sending piano copies of 
his tunes to Famous Music in 
New York, Sam Coslow also 
ships a record of his rendition 
of the number. 

Songwriter does his own re- 
cording at home to be sure he 
gets proper mike control treat- 


‘Antiquated, Capricious’ Copyright 4 





Radio Rate Up $21 for 





ment, and gives each compo- 
sition that Coslow croon. | 











FIXED RETAIL 
PRICE MUSIC 
STIMULANT 


——__ -—» 





| 
Retail price of music is practi- | 


| cally set for 20c, with the price to 
be printed on the title pages. This 


is in line with the general idea to} 
profiteering and | 


leliminate petty 
racketeering from the industry. 
Last wholesale price cut of 18 to 
| 16%2c a copy only cost the publish- 
'ers 1%c difference per copy. It 
| didn’t increase sales because the re- 
|tailers continued selling at 30c and 
|35e when the idea was to slash to 
| 25e retail. Now with the 20c price, 
a 12%c wholesale rate will obtain. 
Moral Helps 
rooting for Wool- 
|worth’s 20c price and will make 
}every endeavor to co-operate with 
the chain which is faced with a 
| $100,000 or more investment if it is 
ito install sheet music in 100 stores. 
‘It requires specially built counters 
|for sheet-music racks, plus a dem- 
onstration piano in every store. 
| Publishers will ‘play ball’ with 
the syndicate on collections and 
price concessions until this new 
merchandising outlet is well under 
way, as it is conceded that when 
Woolworth’s sold dime music the 
industry on the whole was doing 
all right. 


VICTOR-WOOLWORTH 





Industry is 





| TEST IN 40 STORES. 





Victor has complete@ arrange- 
; ments for the manufacture of a 20c 
| brand of discs and a 10c brand of 
| dises for Woolworth. 


Each of 20 Woolworth 10c stores 
| will initially be supplied with 500 
dime dises. If the sales warrant after 
the jinitiar @istribution, Woolworth 
| will ir crease its outlets for the discs 
| according to the sales. Ditto for 
}the 20e dises, 500 each of which 
| goes in 20 Woolworth 20c stores. 


Majority of the publishers have 
;agreed to the necessary reduction 


‘in royalties to meet Victor’s low 


| 
i 





| price and to gamble on the possible 
|inerease in the ehain’s outlets, 


On the 20e disc Victor will pay 
the publishers a 2¢ royalty, le per 
side. The 20c disc will contain two 
| hit or w.k. songs, both from the 
same publisier. On the dime rec- 
| ord Victor will pay a le royal’y, or 
| 14c each side, with one side to con- 
itain a hit song and the other a 
| ‘dog.’ As with the 20c dise, both of 
ithe numbers on the dime record will 
lalso be from the same publisher. 
|The ~ayment of %c royalty on the 
‘dime dis: means that the wriiers 
| will have to. divide one-third of a 
;cent per record royalties. 

No Exclusive 

Victor ciaims that it hes the 
Woolworth stores exclusive y, but 
ithis statement is denied by other 
/mechaniecal companies, who ceclare 
| that so far Victor has been te only 
‘company willing to undert: ke the 
itrouble and expense of arianging; 
|for a bulletin for dime discs. It is 
| claimed that other disc companies, 
if they can show a favorable bulle- 
tin for dime dises, will also be ac- 
‘ceptable to Woolworth. 

Labels for the cheaper Victor | 
di:es have not been decid2d upon | 


NBC Following MCA 


Tune 13. 
Lew Conrad, NBC band, playing 
| Willlam Penn Hotel, is off the net- 
work as a result of demands of local 
union that he pay each man $21 a 
week extra for going out over the 
NBC chain five times weekly. Scale 
here for outside bands is $94 a man, 
and Conrad is said to have come in 
with the understanding 
included the _ broadcasting, too. 
| When demands were made by the 
‘local for an increase to $iid, he 
refused. 


Pittsburgh, 


Extra pay for the network broad- | 


| casts is a new wrinkle here, start- 
jing only when William Penn 
switched from MCA bands to those 
of NBC, and is reported to be the 
result of friction .between union 
here and NBC, Don Bestor 
the first William Penn band, ether- 
izing through KDKA, te go out 
over the chain five times weekly. 
Scale was then $94, including every- 
thing. Bestor’s is an MCA band. 

Conrad, however, continues his 
twice daily local broadcasts through 
KDKA, 


\ 
/ 


Lou Bernstein 
Music Strike 
Idea Bobs Up 


A year ago Louis Bernstein quite 
seriously observed at an MPPA 
meeting that the best thing for the 
music business would be if they all 
shut up shop for six months, saved 
on the overhead (excepting the con- 
tracted rentals on leases) and made 
the country music-hungry. That 
would best bring home to the radio 
and to the legislators just how im- 
portant is the relationship of tin- 
pan alley to the welfare of the 
country. 


With business what it is today, 
and the inroads by radio even more 
acute, the president of Shapiro- 
Bernstein last week was reminded 
by other publishers that it wou!dn’t 
be a bad idea if they put that idea 
into practice for three month: at 
least over the summer. 


Bernstein now, as he did at the 
beginning, qualified his proposal 
with the observation that it would 
be a grand idea if the publisners 
could get together, but didn’t think 
they could. 

A Tin Pan Alley moratorium has 
also been spoken of by others. One 
publisher suggested shutting down 
and retaining the staffs at half sal- 
ary for fall use. 








River Boats Put Back 
Dance Bands for Biz 


Schenectady, June 13. 

In leasing boats of the Hudson 
River Night Line, Inc., now in the 
hands of receivers, McAllister Navy- 
igation Co. of New York put hack 
orchestras. Musicians were dropned 
| two years ago in an economy move, 
|boats depending wpon radio for 
| music, Plan did not click with 
| patrons who wished to dance. 

New lessees reduce fares, state- 
rooms and restaurant charges 25 
per cent. 





Social Director 


Mike Hammer, clib booker and 
former head of the WMCA artist 
bureau, has taken the social direc- 


vet, but each will carry the stamp | ‘or Job at the Ambassador, Ialls- 


of RCA-Victor manufacture. | burg, N. Y., and 
-tarted making its frst 10c,| th re for the summer. 


Victor 


discs yesterday (Monday) with 


Eddie Lane's orchestra and will| 


continue recording for the dime and | 
20c. records cll this week They 
will be dist -ibuted to Woolworth | 
next week or so. 

Only dance recordings for the | 
dime records; no vocals, 











| Adams 


Edouard Root and 


heads a show 

Entertainment staff at the re- 
sort includes Al Katz’ orchestra, 
Sadie Banks, Hi-Ho Boys, Jean: tte 
Mimi and Sammy Be xer 
and Olive Evans. 








Dance Team in B’klyn 


Hope 


that this | 


Rules Target of Reform Group 


| Lansing, Mich., June 13 
| Organization of the Copyright 
| Corrective Corporation of America, 
designed to change the situation 
under which copyright owners now 
exercise arbitrary control over their 
music, is under way. Articles of 
incorporation for the national or- 
ganization as well as for the Michi- 
gan corporation, the first unit of 
the proposed national chain, were 
filed with the secretary of the state 
of Michigan here Thursday (9). 
Formal announcement of the or- 
| ganization charges that the Federal 
|copyright laws are weak in that 
they include no schedule of rates 
for licenses permitting dance hall», 
theatres and radio stations to play 
copyright music. ; 
Officers of the Michigan corpora- 
tion are Earl G. Wright, operator cf 
the Silver Slipper dance hall, 
|Lansing, president; Kenneth D. Wil- 
kins, vice-president; H. Merten 
| Clark, secretary; Hubert J. Ellison, 
| treasurer; all of Lansing. Joseph 
| V. Palmer, operator of the Palmcr 
| amusement park at Pine Lake, anil 
| Charles Smithers, proprietcr of the 
| Midway dance hall; Holt and Da- 
vid Monroe, assistant manager of 
| the Hotel Kerns, Lansing, are di- 
| rectors, with J. Earl Brown, Lans- 
ling attorney, serving as counsel. 
National officers are to be elected 
soon, 


was | 


Whim of Owners 

The company’s Michigan an- 
nouncement, made at the time of 
filing articles of incorporation, said: 

‘Steps have already been taken 
for the organization of other uniis 
in the states of Ohio, Indiana and 
| Wisconsin, which states are already 
represented on the board of dire:- 
tors of the national corporation. 

‘Until only recently but few peo- 


of copyrighted music in hotels, the- 
atres, dance halls, resorts and re::- 
taurants is a violation of Federal 
Copyright Laws, unless licensed. 

‘Even broadcasting stations are 
not exempt. It is reliably reportcd 
that they pay in excess of $75,060 
each week to the copyright owners. 
In addition to the payment of the 
enormous fees, the announcers are 
further required to weary listeners 
with “by special permission of the 
copyright owners.” 

‘The weakness of the copyright 
law lies in the fact that it provides 
no schedule of rates for licenses. 
On the contrary, a person owning 
a theatre or dance hall may be ai - 
bitrarily refused the right to use 
copyrighted popular music in his 
place of business. The right is al- 
solutely subject to the whim or 
caprice of the so-called copyright 
owners, 

‘And again, it is reported tha 
some theatres are required to pry 
ten cents per seat per year while 
their competitors pay less than half 
that rate. Many small dance halli« 
pe over Michigan are compelled tu 
; 
| 





pay an arbitrary amount or be subh- 
jected to a minimum penalty of 
$250 and costs in Federal Court for 
|} each violation. The owner may even 
be imprisoned or fined up to $5,000 
for merely playing copyrighted mu- 
sic for profit without a license. 

‘This situation, it is claimed, 
works a serious hardship on busi- 
ness interests in Michigan, as well 
as all over the United States. It 
is feared that the tourist trade will 
be affected if hotels and resort 
owners are left to the mercy of the 
agents who are enforcing these an- 
tiquated copyright laws. 

‘To correct this, Copyright Cor- 
rective Corporation of America, 
with subsidiaries, is being formed. 
The national hcadquarters will be in 
Lansing and offices will be estal- 
lished in the American State Sa-.- 
ings Bank Puilding”’ 





MASTERS A353 SINGLE 


Charles Masters i: throwing away 
his cond uctor’s baton and picking 
up his drum sticks again with a 
view to doing a vaude single with 
a drum specialty. 

Maste:'s has had a dance band for 
years at the Cadix club, Philly, and 
other Quakertown spots. 


— 











Italian Tune Americanized 
‘Lo Studente Passe,’ Italian tune, 
iis being pu>lished in this coun- 





Mi or, try by Bosworth under the title of 


; dancers, engaged for thé Broo).'y.|‘Man to Man.’ American )vries 

Joe Kec'den added to the profes- | Paramount next week (17). | were writien by Irving Fields, 
onal staff ef Remick. Was Helen| Team will double from the St Tune was written by Ibanez, 
Kane's pianist for five years. | Moritz hotel}. with Chiappo the Italian publishes. 


ple have realized that the playin: . 
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Three Mission Play actors claim 
they failed to receive their checks. 
Crescensio Torres wants $47, Frank | 





Gonzales seeks $46 and Amado 
Acosta asks $32. 

Ps . | 
Miller Peterson suing Cinema | 


Studio Supply Corp, and the Lakin 
Corp. on $128 in trade acceptances, 
Paper was originally issued to 
Lakin by Cinema and discounted 
by Peterson. 





Otto K. Olesen lost out in his ef- 
fort to make the Hamburger Real- 
ty company pay for electrical wir- 
ing installed in the Majestic the- 
atre when it was being operated 
with pictures by the American The- 
atres two years ago. Judge Wwil- 
liam D. Dehy pointed out that per- 
manent installations by the lessee 
became the property. of the owners 
when the lease was defaulted. 

Two film actresses, Jetta Goudal 
and Lya Lys, having chauffeur 
trouble, with the drivers taking 
their complaints to the labor com- 
mission. Miss Goudal’s pilot, Alf 
De Paolis, says he worked on a 
part-time basis, calling the actress 
every merning to see if he was 
needed. If he worked he got five 
dollars. Claims’ he called one morn- 
ing fur two hours and didn’t get 
any reply. Next day he was dis- 
charged and now wants $15 he 
claims is due. Miss Lys’ driver, 
Ralph D. Noble seeking $84 at 50 
cents un hour. 





Standard Motion Picture Service, 
Inc., moved to a new location on 
film row, with business taken over 
by a new company, identical in 
ownership, known as_ Standard 
Talking Film Service. 





After five dormant years, Garret 
Club, littie theatre enterprise, re- 
vived to open.four one-acters at 
the Egan at 50 cent top. 


Fourth ector filing against the 
‘Mission Play’ last week was 
Ernesto Noriega, claiming $24. All 


actors acknowledge receiving pay 
for three weeks, and are filing on 
the final three weeks and one day 
of the San Gabriel pageant. Show 
closed May 13 and to date 13 claims 
totalling $1,380 are on file against 
it. 





Arthur Wenzel has gone to court 
to try to collect $300 on the Wash- 
ington and Oregon exhibition rights 
of ‘Ikempsey Returns,’ three-reeler. 

Carl L. Ebert and F, J. Heninger 
are sued as the northern purchasers. 
The $300 was supposed to be a first 
instalment. 





Attachment against Frank Sebas- 
tian and the New Cotton Club for 
$246 claimed by Cline Stewart Co. 





ERPI is suing Ray M. Robbins 
and Frances Popkin for $2,096 on 
the W-E installation in the Carter 
theatre, Long Beach. 





William Counselman of ‘Ella Cin- 
ders’ is suing Leaseholders, Ltd., for 
$8,140 on notes, 





Attachment on any monies Prin- 
cipal Distrbuting Corp. may have 
for Jesse Weil’s Intimate Interviews, 
Ltd., was obtained by Martin Gang 
on behalf of Abe Meyer Friday for 
music. 


Claiming Eastman Kodak stores 
obtained mortgages on fixtures of 
three photographic studios operated 
by Martel-Howlett Studios, previous 
to bankruptcy of the latter, E. A. 
Lynch, trustee, is suing to void 
them. Eastman claim is $8,719 in 
a total of $25,000 liabilities. Sale 
of the fixtures brought in $5,700, 
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which is claimed for division among | 
all creditors. 





Eddie 
Monroe Brothers in Fanchon & 
Marco’s ‘Mickey Mouse’ unit when 
one of the brothers broke his arm, 
will stick with unit until the Mon- 
roes return. Monroe’s injury re- 
sulted from his falling. through his | 
trampoline canvas. Team will be 
out for six weeks. 





Ocean Park Realty Corp. has ob- 
tained a $6,157 judgment on the 
Dome Billiard and Bowling Co., pier 
concessionaire, for balance on its 
lease in the 1929-30 season. 


Assignee for Smith and Aller, 
Ltd., is suing the Associated Film 
Enterprises for $464 balance on a 
$1,000 note issued last August, 


G. O. H. 


(Continued from page 34) 


opening act nearly in the flash class, 
a comedy team, and dance knock- 
about male trio. It’s pretty good 
mixture for four acts. 

Al Johnson and Girls (New Acts) 
opens. This is a trio of a man and 
two women, all of whom play xylo- 
phones, with the girls doubling in 
tights for a dance number. Act 
opens with the trio playing good and 
loud, a feature which for most of 
the routine is a little overdone, In- 
cluded is some circus music. 

Tom, Dick and Harry, an incog- 
nito billing, second, in a slap-about 
routine of stuff plus dancing and 
acrobatics. Shrimp member of the 
trio takes most of the slams and 
pulls for laughs in other ways. Tri- 
umvirate works with speed, never 
trying to milk bits to the point of 
danger. In fact, many of the bits 
could stand more. Registered strong. 
A mixed team filled the comedy- 
talk-singing assignment in Gordon 
and Reed (New Acts) with sufficient 
effectiveness. Some of their ma- 
terial is moderately surefire, other 
portion isn’t, but on whole it sells. 
Girl does a dizzy well enough to stir 





!a white back drape, 
3orden, who replaced the | 
| clicked 





up something in that direction, 
while the man, with a couple songs, 
scored nicely. 

Closer, Reggie Boyd and Girls 
(New Acts), a better flash than is 
usually seen down here and prob- 
ably on the date as a break-in or 
fill-in. Boyd himself is an agile 
hoofer with a wide variety of dance 
routines. -His girls include a couple 
sister teams and a single, one sis 
twain of which, Barbara Sisters, 
stand out. Char, 


ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


New York, June 9. 

Show runs a little short on vaude 
with the usual five acts, clocking 
only 66 minutes even with a five- 
minute overture. Film is ‘Reserved 
for Ladies,’ with a short and the 
newsreel, 

Opener is Enos Frazere, who 
stands on two knockout tricks on 
the low trapeze and a routine of 
standard stuff for a first try. His 
drop to his heels on the long swing 
is something to talk about but not 
enough to make an act. Stall talk- 
ing does not help much, and even 
with a nice looking girl to do a 
dance routine he does not stretch 
beyond five minutes. Act is pecu- 
liarly routined, the girl going into 
her dance for an encore with no 
more work on the traps. Turn needs 
building up. 

Nice, Florio and Lubow fool those 
who have not secon them before by 
going into a nat dance and sud- 
denly switchir ; to knockabout in 
which the gir! takes her full share 
of the falls. She's a nice tumbler 
and helps considerably, but spoils 
the effect of her costuming with 
one sprawl in which she makes an 
exposure which is more frank than 
alluring. Drunk dance by the trio 
is along familiar lines, but it got 
over with the crowd here. The girl 
might better have been kept out of 
this, playing neat throughout. 


have a nice crooning number and 
project it expertly. Hollywood Col- 
legians closing with a 22-minute 
turn which is mostly played for 
comedy. They cling to the around 
the world gag, which still collects 
the laughs, and they put it over 
through sheer force. Put almost 
too much reliance in light effects, 
each desk being provided with a 
small spot and a color slide. Ef- 
fective once, but grows too familiar 
through repetition. One of their 
best bits is a shadow number in 
which the players take turns stand- 
ing before spots shooting against 
throwing their 
gigantic outline. This 
nicely. Finish is a general 
illumination with neon tubes added 
to the spots, with the crowd too fed 
up on lights to be fully appreciative. 
One spotted number early and then 
lights on the closer would be much 
better. 

Mostly clowning of the sort that 
is to be expected from bandsmen, 
but a bunch of willing workers who 
get on friendly terms with small 
time audiences. They had a femme 
assistant at one time, but now they 
do all the work themselves. 


ORPHEUM, MINN. 


Minneapolis, June 10. 

New five-act RKO unit vaudeville 
bills continue to smack pretty much 
of small time. Individually, the acts 
size up as acceptable and get by 
satisfactorily, but the composite 
effect of the show in its entirety is 
not provocative of enough enthusi- 
asm out front. The entertainment 
is ordinary and fails to linger in 
the memory so as to create the out- 
side word-of-mouth boosting needed 
to boost trade. 


Each bill thus far has had that 
sameness which has been 
vaudeville’s curses for years. Acts 
follow along age-old routine lines 
and little new in the entertainment 
line is provided. 2 


An effort undoubtedly is being 
made to provide diversity in each 
bill, but the big problem is to di- 
versify the different shows. In the 
last analysis, it is old-style vaude- 
ville of a type that has been sup- 
posed to be pretty much passe, but 
which now evidently is trying to 
stage a comeback. The best that 
can be said for it is that it fills 75 
minutes or so of time without bor- 
ing non-discriminating patrons who, 
perhaps, are satisfied enough while 
the show is on. But class trade is 
conspicuous by its absence. So are 
flash, spontaneity and speed. And 
these deficiencies are not calcu- 
lated to aid the boxoffice. 


Three Cossacks, in the opening 
spot, are a trio of male roller 
skaters. This act differs from 
others of the same type only in that 
the performers go through their 
usual routine on a rather small 
raised platform. There are speedy 
spins and twists, while, for a wind- 
up, one of the trio swings the other 
two from his neck while revolving 
rapidly in the narrow space. 


Cole Brothers, occupying number 
two position, work in blackface and 
offer mediocre comedy, singing, 
dancing and mandolin playing, but 
the customers seemed to like them 
and they got away to good applause 
returns. Their act would be im- 
proved by elimination of the per- 
sonalities addressed to the audience. 


B. and B. Harris, personable 
young men and apparently twins, 
are assisted by young and pretty 
Loretto in a first-rate dancing and 
acrobatic act which boasts a touch 
of class. Men appear first in dress 
clothes and go through some diffi- 
cult tumbling and acrobatic dance 
steps in unison. Loretta does some 
high kicking which is followed by 
feats of strength by the brothers, 
clad in gladiator togs. An adagio 
number has the men tossing the girl 
about in the accepted reckless 
fashion. Fine muscle control is ex- 
hibited in the balancing stunts 
which end the act. 


Although he returns with prac- 
tically the same material and rou- 
tine as on numerous previous occa- 
sions, Sidney Marion, the one ap- 
proach to a ‘name’ on the bill and 
the single dispenser of hilarious fun, 
stops the show in the choice next- 
to-shut spot. Marion varies hardly 


figures in 








;an iota from his old rough and 
noisy comedy and patter which 
often tread close to the narrow 





Would better the effect. Hard work- 
ers and collected after 12 minutes. 

Joe Besser and Co. were the 
laugh hit in spite of some crude 
cracks by the comic. He got them 
over with his semi-nance style, 
and the women laughed louder than 
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the men at much of the broad stuff. 
| Brief Spanish dance by one of the 
women not much to talk about, but 
breaks the flow of talk. The other 
|two are strictly feeders, with Besser 
| keeping the show pretty much to 
himself, 
Three 


Little Sachs (New Acts) 
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| edge of indelicacy, to put it mildly. 
|His vowel twisting remains one of 
| his fortes, of course, and the audi- 
;ence eats it up and receives every- 
| thing else with unbounded enthusi- 
/asm. The junoesque and pleasant 
| Marie Duval again assists. The big 
|moments of the act are Marion's 
l always welcome rendition of ‘The 
; Peanut Vendor’ in Yiddish and Miss 
Duval’s singing of ‘Kiss Me Acain.’ 
Princess Wahletka, accredited 
j headliner, closes the show with her 
mind-reading and fortune telling, 
which provides nothing new, ex- 
cept that, at the conclusion 
regular performance, auditors too 
timid to ask questions in the audi- 
torium are invited to meet 
| Princess personally on the mezza- 


| 
| 


nine floor and have their problems | 


solved. 

| ‘Radio Patrol’ and Pathe News on 
the screen. Audience very small at 
'this late evening show. Rees. 


one of! 


Radio Critics N. S. CG. 





(Continued from page 1) 


generally admitted, motivate the 
entire radio business) aver that 
there is still a paucity of rec- 
ognized radio critics who write on 
the programs in the same manner 
that a dramatic critic covers his 
field. 

The stations and agencies, as a 
whole, divide the metropolitan radio 
commentators into a so-called Big 
Three with Jack Foster, of the N, 
Y. ‘World-Telegram,’ rating first 
as a sound, conservative reviewer 
and ethereal commentator, 

Mike Porter, the anonymous Air 
Caster of the N.Y, ‘Evening Jour- 
nal,’ is deemed a breezy colum- 
ist who packs a flock of pithy para- 
‘graphs into his double-col measure 
and lends that paper a distinction 
with the ether trade bunch. His im- 
portance might be further stressed 


that in the interim, since ousted 
from the Hearst evening rag, al- 


legedly because of an NBC squawk, 
the other Aircasters, who used the 
same by-line handle, were floppo. 
NBC, it is said, was the first to 
recognize this and urge reinstate- 
ment for Porter, although it is not 
officially recorded or admitted 
whether the Porter-Hearst-NBC 
imbroglio had its foundation just 
along these lines, as is popularly 
believed. 

No. 3 man is Louis Reid, the New 
York ‘American's’ Loud Speaker 
who uses his own name as a by- 
line. It marks the second Hearst 
paper among the first three radio 
writers for such distinction. Reid 
rep seems predicated on an edito- 
rial stylism akin to being an es- 
sayist on radio. He writes the same 
scholariness and seriousness about 
radio that Gil Gabriel does on 
drama in the same NYAmerik, and 
with a tone otherwise foreign to 
the general tenor of that morning 


paper. 
Then follows an assortment of 
radio commentators of vague or 


nondescript identification. 
Columnists 


The hammer-and-tongs, icono- 
clastic, freshness of Jerry Wald, 
doing a radio chatter column for 
Macfadden's evening ‘Graphic,’ has 
set a style for at least one other 
tabloid. No disputing that Wald’s 
chit-chat, despite the frequency of 
refutations and published denials, 
even approaching’ apologies, has 
centred a sizeable radio focus on 
that tabloid. 

The Wald ‘I’ stuff seems to have 
had an effect on Nick Kenny of the 
‘Mirror. Kenny is given to pro- 
fuse ‘Uncle Nick’ stuff, with a 
strong ego element. His frank use 
of his column for personal exploi- 
tation ig another surprising ele- 
ment, 

Hard On the Ears 


The other tab, the ‘News,’ grown 
conservative with its 1,200,000 daily 
circulation, finds little Ben Gross 
on the carpet almost every fort- 
night from Col, Patterson who 
wants to know what's the idea of 
getting excited about radio .con- 
sidering that the ether advertising 
is ‘ruining our business,’ meaning 
the ads, e’c. As a result, Gross 
has his ear in the loudspeaker for 
hours and hours, writing three dif- 
ferent columns virtually for three 
of the ‘News’ several editions. Each 
column briefly covers what hap- 
pened a few hours ago and perhaps 
tacks on a memo about some of the 
current day’s impending programs 
that may be of any importance. 

Two evening papers, the ‘Journal’ 
and the ‘Sun’ are elegant enough 
to have both a radio columnist and 
a radio editor. The Aircaster of the 
‘Journal,’ yclept Mike Porter, gets 
the public bows, with Thomas A. 
Brooks, Jr., the titled radio editor 
but a rather obscure personality. 

Similarly, the ‘Sun's’ Pete Dixon 
is rather well-known, especially via 
the Beacon syndicate in which he is 
a partner, while E. L. Bragdon, the 
radio ed, probably rates for getting 
up the rather attractive radio pro- 
grams daily, plus his Saturday three 
or four page radio spread. 

Foster on the ‘Tele’ enjoys an- 
other distinction of printing a rat- 





of the | 


the | 


ing chart of the best 15 of the week, 
with one-line commentaries explain- 
ing why. 

His balanced conception of radio 
programs also sees him being con- 
sulted by advertising agencies at 
various times for personal and in- 
side opinions on the new programs. 
| Associated Press thinks so much 
|of radio that a twice daily news 
column goes out morning and night 
}from Charles 33. Butterfield—akin 
to the a. m. and p. m. coverage of 


by the AP. 


International News has A. KE. 





pictures from the TFlollywood sector 
! 
' 
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Puckrin servicing with a weekly 
column, 

The N. Y. ‘Times’ and ‘Herald- 
Tribune’ content themselves with 
daily programs, only spreading 
themselves on Sundays. O. E. Dun- 
lap, radio ed, does a spread for the 
‘Times’ and Everett Walker, asst, : 
Sunday feature ed of the H-T, does f 

tb 


the Sunday radio section for th 
rag. 
In Brooklyn 

Jo Ranson, on the Prook';n 
‘Eagle,’ rates with the best n-» ng 
the Manhattan newspapers. » hag 
a newsy column, 

David Bratton, Jr., on the ‘Times- 


Standard Union’ doubles into radio 
when not auto and financial editing. 
Murray Rosenberg on the Brooklyn 
‘Citizen’ with chit-chat, rates with 
Ranson, 

The radio critics, lke some of 
their brethren on drama and film, 
seem to write as i: for quotes, 
Chief shortcoming i; that nobody 
quotes them. Radio artists soon tire 
of seeing their names in print along 
the same blurb lines, and hire a 
press-agent for ego purposes to clip 
and paste it, but learn to look else- 
where for a true accounting of 
themselves. 


The Ego Element 

The ego element has brought seve 
eral p.a.’s into the field who, in turn, 
have had to recourse to the column- 
ists for daily squibs. These weren't 
hard to get until they started ask- 
ing for them, with the result that 
not a little fixing, greasing and kow- 
towing has come into vogue in the 
p.a.-columnists’ relations. One egg 
thinks nothing of telling a p.a. to 
send over a case of likker, etc. 

None of the tabs rate with the 
stations’ public relations counsel- 
lors or the advertising agencies. But 
the personnel, both talent and intra- 
studio force, go for the spice, with 
the usual dirt-dishing and tipping- 
off. 

There's one network booker in 
a talent bureau who is the best 
spy for the blab-boy of the column- 
ists. His tip-off stuff against his 
own organization may account for 
his being considerably under wraps 
right now. 

The dirt stuff has also brought 
about a frank psychology among the 
columnists. ‘If they won't talk or 
play ball, we'll make ’em,’ is the 
substance of it. One columnist a 
year ago couldn't get an artists’ 
dOureau man to lift the phone when 
he called until the newspaperman 
did a little research work, with the 
result their entente cordiale has 
been more to the columnist’s liking. 

Unlike the many newspaper-radio 
station hookups out of town, not- 
ably in Chicago, there is but one 
such affiliation in New York. It's 
WINS (taken from International 
News Service) with the Hearst pa- 
pers, ‘Journal’ and ‘American.’ The 
‘Mirror’ keeps its alleged non- 
Hearst affiliation further remote by 
using WMCA for its news broad- 
casts. 

The staid ‘Eve. Post’ has no radio 
ed.; just prints the programs, 
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OBITUARY 


BILLY MINSKY 


M. W. Minsky, universally known 
as ‘Billy,’ who has been a leading 
stock burlesque .entrepreneur for 
many years, died at his home in 
Brooklyn, June 12. Death is at- 
tributed to Paget’s disease. 

Getting his start in the Winter- 
garden of the National theatre, 
puilt by his father, he rapidly in- 
creased his scope to include the 
Apollo and for a time the Park 
(now Cosmopolitan) theatre in Col- 
umbus Circle, though the latter 
venture was short-lived. 

Last year he toox over the Re- 
public, on 42nqa st., and later con- 
verted the Central theatre on 
Broadway to the same policy. The 
Jatter house has just been closed. 

Survived by his widow, a _ son, 
three brothers and two sisters. 


KATHERINE DELMAINE 

Katherine Delmaine, 46, wife of 
Frank Delmaine, assistant district 
manager of Equity in Chicago and 
formerly an actor, committed sui- 
cide by gas in their home in Chi- 
cago June 8. Couple had only been 
married about a month, It was the 
second marriage for both. 

Two notes left by Mrs. Delmaine 
clearly indicated her motive as dis- 
appointment in love. Delmaine was 
not at home at the time. 

3urial at Irving Park cemetery, 
Chicago. 


BLANCHE HOWARD 


Mrs. Blanche Seymour, profes- 
sionally known as Blanche Howard, 
died June 8 at Astoria, L. I. She 
was a familiar figure on the old 





her act. 
year later. 


Gilbert and Sullivan era. 





JOHN C. DICKENS 


John C,. Dickens, formerly a 


|singer in the Al G. Fields minstrel 


show and a partner in Dickens and 
Floyd (vaude), died in his home in 
Buffaio, N. Y., May 30. 
caused by a heart attack. 

Deceased is survived by his wife, 
Mary L. Dickens. 


VIRGINIA WUPPERMANN 
Virginia Wuppermann, 18, pro- 
fessionally known as Virginia Mor- 
gan, died in Greenwich, Ct., June 9. 
She was a niece of Frank Morgan. 





Tom Roe, 56, theatrical agent, 
died in Indianapolis last week. 
Interment in Indianapolis. He was 


born in England. His widow, Clara 
Canaan Roe, survives. 

Marshall B. Atwell, 93, former 
Chicago police officer and father of 
Ben H. Atwell, died in Los An- 
geles, June 12, after a two-year 
illness. 

Other sons surviving are Harry, 
theatrical photographer; Lyman, 
head Chicago ‘Tribune’  photo- 
graphic staff; John, batallion chief, 
Los Angeles fire department, and 
Marshall, a sergeant of the Chicago 
police department. 

Funeral June 14 and the body 
will be shipped to Chicago for 
burial. 








Casino stage, playing with Francis 
Wilson in ‘Erminie.’ Her last ap-| 
pearance was in ‘The Passing Show | 
of 1912.’ She retired to marry John | 
Seymour, San Francisco newspaper | 
man, who died some years ago. | 


known as Anne MacNeill, concert 


and stage star of an earlier genera- | 


tion, died in London, Ont., June 8. 


Mother, 80, of Blanche Ring, died 
in New York June 9. Survived by 


i three daughters, Blanche, Julie and 


ALICE MESEREAU 

Mrs. Alice Mesereau, 77, died by 
gas poisoning in her boarding house 
at Ridgewood, N. J., June 8. Be- 
lieved that fear sh@® would become 


Frances. Interment at Boston. 
Mother, 88, of Ira J. LaMotte, 


passed away June 5, in Los Angeles, 
Calif. 








COAST SHRINE CIRCUS. 
GROSS GAINS $30,000 


Los Angeles, June 13. 
Shrine Indoor Circus which closed 
Thursday night after nine days of 
three performances daily, grossed 
slightly under $70,000. Total may 
go over that figure as there are still 
20,000 tickets in the hands of mem- 
bers. 
ast year on the nine-day date, 
but playing only two performances 
daily, circus got $40,000. 


L. I. TAX ON CARNEYS 
Great Neck, L. I, June 13. 
North Hempstead township, 
which takes in some of the most 
fashionable towns on North Shore 
and which includes this theatrical 
center, has increased its carnival 
and circus fee 100%. 
The cost is now $100. Section 
gets large summer population. 





$100,000 Savin Rock Fire 


New Haven, June 13. 

Fire starting from a defective 
switch-box in a roller coaster dam- 
aged property $100,000 at Savin 
Rock, Connecticut’s largest amuse- 
ment resort, Friday night (10). 
Flames swept waterfront conces- 
sioas wiping out a dozen stands, a 
dwelling, a motordrome and the 
roller coaster. 


Wreckage attracted thousands to | 


scene following day, bringing good 
business to remaining concession- 
aires, 





CIRCUSES 


Al G. Barnes 


June 14, Kansas City, Mo.; 15, St. Joseph; 


16, Omaha, Neb.; 17, Sioux City, Ia.; 18, 
Sioux Falls, S. D.: 20, Fort Dodge, Ia.; 21, | 
Des Moines; 22, Oskaloosa; 23, Marshall- |} 
town; 24, Cedar Rapids; 25, Sterling, II; | 
-6, Peoria. | 
Hagenbeck- Wallace 
June 14, Long Branch, N. J.; 15. Cam- 
Gen; 16-18, West Philadelphia, Pa.; 20 


Pottsville. 
Ringling-Barnum 


June 14. Hartford, Conn.; 15, Bridgeport; 
16. Stamford; 17, New Haven; 18, Spring- 
field, Mass, 

Sells-Floto 

June 14, New YWondon, Conn.: 15, Fall 
River, Mass.; 16, Newport. R. I.: 17, New 
Bedford, Mass.: 18, Attleboro; 20, Brock- |} 
ton; 21. Lowell; 22. Haverhill; 23, Fitch- 


burg; <M, Greenfield 


Mass, 


Keene, N. H.; 2 


Parks Free Talkers 


Easton, Pa., June 13., 

Dorney Park’s new Open Air 
Theatre will open Sunday, June 19. 
Opening day, Landt Trio and White, 
of NBC, will make a personal ap- 
pearance. 

The theatre has 1,000 seats and 
is equipped with amplifiers. Free 
taikers will be offered all summer 
besides free acts. 

With the theatre at Central Park 
destroyed by fire several weeks ago, 
the Dorney Park theatre will be the 
only one in parks in Lehigh Valley. 





Suicide in Garage 


e Hollywood, June 13. 

Joseph Lewis, retired president of 
Yo-Yo tops, committed suicide to- 
day (Monday) at his home in Pasa- 
dena by closing the doors of his 
garage and turning on motor. 

Lewis had been in ill health for 
a long time and had only left the 
sanitarium last week. 


Radio Chatter 


(Continued from page 48) 


player, to Margaret Westcott, non- 
pro is off, despite a flock of pub- 
licity unleashed on the’ coming 
event by NBC in San Francisco. 

Steve Trumbull, Chicago p. a. 
got himself a bus for the political 
conventions and strong banners 
across either side reading ‘Official 
ear Columbia Broadcasting System.’ 
| Another program to fall by the 
Angeles stations’ 
jintention to drop as many turns 
|ealling for orchestras as possible 
| during the summer, is KHJ’s Halle- 
lujah hour, sustaining. 








Los 


| wayside in 


Two new ‘juniors’ at NBC San 
Francisco. One is a son born to 
Arthur Schwarzman, pianist, and 


Schwarzman, 
son of Myron 


| Barbara Merkley 
| harpist. Other is 
Niesley, staff tenor. 
Hugh Barrett Dobbs away 
iKFRC San Francisco for a 
weeks. His Shell Hour crew 
companied him to the 
where the regular morning hour 
goes out over the CBS network. 
WCCO, Minneapolis, Columbia 
chain station, is contributing time 
for a series of four feminine radio 
debates on prohibition. Minnesota 
Allied Drys are supplying the af- 
firmative speakers and the Women’s 


from 
few 
ac- 


Organization for National Prohibi- 
tion Reform the negatives. The de- 
bates are arousing a great deal of 
interest 


Northwest | 


a burden on her relatives inspired| mending preparation had 
Her son, Ross, died about! pitches 
two years ago and her husband a| here in stands a block apart on the 


Well known opera singer in the! man and 


| 


Death was | 


| 





Mrs. A. E. Cooper, professionally | 


| through 








| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
} 
} 
| 


' 
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Pitchmen Crowd Small 


Town’s Main Streets 


Lansing, Mich., June 13. 
Pitch men have gone chain store. 
One of them with a household | 


three 


operating simultaneously 





He himself was head | 


circulated among the}! 
three, serving as lead-off man on | 
the buys after a spiel. 

With plenty of empty fronts, pitch | 
men are busy in the smaller cities. 
Seven were operating simultaneous- 
ly in doorways in the six blocks of 
main street last Saturday. 


main stem. 





Kay Bros. Circus 


Makes Old Wagon 
Show Idea Pay 


South Bend, Ind. 


Circus Openings 





SHRINE CIRCUS, L. A. | 


Los Angeles, June 1, 
For its third annual indoor cir- 
cus, Al Malaikah temple sent out! 


10,000 books containing 20 tickets | 
at $1 to their members. Members 
are supposed to buy, sell and return 
what’s left. On the basis that half 
the ducats will be sold, officials de- 
cided that the 5,500 capacity Shrine 
Auditorium wouldn’t accommodate 
the crowds playing only two shows 


daily, so this year it’s three per- 
formances each day for the nine 
|} days. Caught at the-7 p.m. show 
opening day, it looked like the 
brothers had been lax in their fra- 
ternal duty. House held about 
1,000 people. Last year the show, 


on 18 performances, grossed $65,000. | 
When all tickets are returned, it’s 
doubtful that figure will be reached | 
this year. Proceeds will be used to 
transport 350 members of the tem- 


ple tc the Imperial Council in 
San Francisco, charitable work of! 
the organization being carried on! 


through the personal donations of | 
the members. 
Current show, booked and staged | 


| by Charles Hatch, RKO outdoor 
booker, is budgeted close to $3¢,000, 
about five grand below last year's 


Kay Bros. circus played here 10th. 


Traveling on 30. motor trucks, mak- | 
ing jumps of an average of 25 miles | 


they have covered West Virginia | 
and Indiana and are now headed | 
Michigan. This outfit 
winters in Anderson, Ind., and | 
George Kay, the manager, has had | 
30 years experience. | 


He says he is a cross-roads show- 


man and doesn’t want to get any | 


bigger. Each week he rolls up a 
profit by watching the nickels and 
dimes and keeping down the ex- 
penses. Sleeping arrangements are 
provided for the entire company in 
specially built trucks. A portable 
kitchen and cookhouse is carried. 
After the tear-down the show is 
packed up and the crew turns in 
for the night. They sleep on the 
lot, have an early breakfast and 
start for the next town. One of the 


| men and two women return flying 








Kay boys has been 10 days ahead 
and arranged for the lot, license and 
advertising, which consists prin- 
cipally of a coupon ticket tie-up 
with the local merchants. The ad- 
mission price at the door is 35 cents 
but this coupon cuts it to a dime. 
There is a 10 cent take for seats in- 
side and most of the crowd go for 
that. There is a concert or after- 
piece with a five cent charge, a 
candy sale and the usual juice 
peddlers. 

No matter how hard the times or 
how ‘dead’ the town is reported to 
be Kay has found that there are 
600 to 800 paying customers for 
each performance and at an aver- 
age of 20 cents a head he has a 
profit. He is playing larger towns 
than usual this season as he needs 
volume to get his quota. One good 
sized elephant, a few ponies and 
dogs make up the live stock car- 
ried. Most of the acts are single 
turns by performers who make a 
number of appearances during the 
hour-and-a-half program. Also 
double in the concert. It’s a hark 
back to the old wagon show days, 
only traveling by motor truck now. 








AERIAL THRILL GIRL IS 
INJURED AS ONLOOKER 


‘Mickey’ King, stunt aerial per- 
former is in the Sherman Square 
hospital, New York, recuperating | 
from an appendicitis operation | 
caused by being struck by a base- | 
ball. 

Miss King was watching a base- 
ball game in Linden, New Jersey, | 
June 5 when a batted ball struck 
her in the side, necessitating an im- 
mediate operation. 





CARNIVALS 


(For current week, June 13-18, when 
not otherwise indicated.) 


Beckmann & Gerety: Jollet, Il. 
Bremer: Hastings, Minn. 
Castie-Ehrlich-Hirsch: Rochester, 
Coney Island: Williamstown, Pa. 
Crafts: Hayward, Cal. 

Diamond Sis.: Dallas City, M1. 
Empire City: Rockville Center, L.I., 
Golden Rule: Galion, O. 

Great International: Darby, Pa. 
Greenberg: Denver, Colo. 
Jones: Wheeling, W. Va. 
Krause: Asheville, N. C. 
landes: Winfield, Kan. 
Leggette Ruston, la.; 
4-25 


Minn. 


N.Y 


Fordyce Ark 
Northwestern: Coldwater, Mich 
Page: Oak Hill, W. Va. 
Sheesley: Albany, N. Y. 
Kingston, Ont., Can. 
=pencer: Punxsutawney, Pa 
Speroni: Sterling, I! 


~ims 


Tidwell: Pampa, Tex. 
Towes: Rawlins, Wyo 
«t Bros Keokuk, I Mu ™. 


oe 


Work: Knox, Pa. 


|for the past 20 
|} they are taking a flier at the fairs. 
| Troupe 


\in the 


show. Around 100 people are in the | 
various displays. Show is lacking 
a breath-taking act, but getting a | 
sock circus act in the middle of | 
the circus season is a 
problem. 

Outstanding turns are the Hod- 
gini troupe of equestrians; Bruno 
Weise Trio, risley and 35-foot perch 
act, and the Flying Herberts, three 


booker’s 


act. Latter closes the show with 
a double catch which looks simple 
after the triple somersault of Irma 


Ward’s done _ recently with the 
Barnes trick. 
Show starts slowly with the 


Kitchen Trio, aerial bar act, doing 
about eight minutes. Half of that 
time would have been enough. Fol- 
lowing are two good acts working 
on either end of the 120-foot stage 
—Peggy Foster’s dogs and the Cor- 
tellos. Former features a hound 
doing a 20-foot high jump to a bas- 
ket. Latter stresses darcing purps. 

Five girls in iron jaw work noth- 
ing but a time filler. Al and Anita 
and Mann Brothers follow with 
tight wire acts. Former handi- 
capped with a boy doubling for 
the girl, who took sick before the 
opening. Mann Brothers, standard 
circus act, held most of the atten- 
tion. Fred Foster’s dogs, monkeys 
and ponies and Harry Woodings’ 
ponies on for the usual stuff, one 
act in each of tthe rings. Ponies 
worked slowly due to being shod 
with iron instead of rubber. 

First laugh of the performance 
came from the Rosards, two women 
and a man, and Da Coma and Bar- 
telli, high table act. Teeter table 
gag went big. Louis Roth with a 
cage of five posing lions followed, 
working cei.ter stage alone. Ani- 
mals look great, but routines are 


simple. Helene and Evelyn Auburn 
and Florence Reese next on a sin- 
gle trap. 

Featured attraction, Harriet 
Hodgini with her riding act, on 
alone. Her father, Alfred Hodgini, 
also equestrian director of the 
show, works with her. Girl knows 
how to sell her riding. Currently 


the Hodgini family is celebrating 
the 150th anniversary of the entry 
of their progenitors in the circus 
business. Present act, minus Har- 
riet, who is onlv 19, has been with 
the Sells-Floto and Ringling shows 
years. This year 


consists of the father, 
mother, son and daughter and four | 


horses. All work later in Indian 
costume billed as Usarda and His 
Tribe. Bruno Weise Trio, Mann 


Brothers and Woweens, latter teeter 
board, up next. Weise Trio did 
their risley act, while Mann Broth- 
ers, on for the second time, worked 
on rolling globes. 

Aerial La Zellas and _ Aerial 
Youngs follow with double traps 
on center stage. Peggy Marshall, 
Grace De Garro and Littlebit Leon- 
hart work front and sides on swing- 


| gram, 


LEWIS BROS. CIRCUS 


Sebring, O., June 11. 

Lewis Brothers’ circus, which for 
many years has played the middle 
west under auspices, with three-day 
and week engagements, under the 
management of Paul Lewis, inaugu- 
rated its road tour this week, and 
is playing one-day stands through 
Ohio. Outfit is motorized, moving 
on 26 trucks, all splendidly built, 
and a fleet of private cars. Canvas 
is new, and big top is 80 with one 
40. Seating capacity is better than 
2,000, with reserves on both sides, 
and blues at each end. Perform- 
ance is presented in one ring, runs 
about an hour and 30 minutes and 
is satisfactory. Costuming is new 
and a flash. 

Mr, Lewis has surrounded himself 
With a staff, many of the executives 
being veterans of the circus. Show 


lis using little paper, mostly dates, 
}is routing only about a week ahead 
}and is keeping its movements a se- 
|cret, but right now has the Buckeye 
| state to itself, since all other motor- 


ized shows are in the east. 
Expects to pick of many Ohio 
spots missed by the trek east of 
the larger shows, and will go into 
Cleveland June 27 for the annual 


|engagement for the Lakewood Elks, 


which will be for a week. Show will 
be enlarged to three rings and a 
larger top used, and personnel will 
be augmented. 

Mae Lewis troupe dominates the 
big show program. Her high school 
and menage numbers are high spots 
of the performance. Ethel Lewis, 
daughter of the owner, holds down 
no less than six spots on the pro- 
her work being especially 
outstanding in her muscle grinds, 
revolving trapeze and single traps. 
Mae and Virginia Lewis present an 
entertaining high school horse num- 
ber, while Rhoda Royal, veteran 
equestrian director, assisted by Car- 
rie Royal, have charge of the pony 
drills. Mae Lewis’ offering of the 
eight trained dogs also is proving 
a strong number. 

Outstanding on the program is 
the turn of the Riding Rooneys, four 
adept riders, which features the 
veteran rider Charlie Rooney, who 
is still doing his comedy riding, 
which is better than ever. tooney 
has four head of stock this season 
and his act is a big improvement 
over former seasons, Despite his 
many years in the game he has lost 
none of his ability. Hodgini Bros, 
offer an early comedy acrobat turn 
and also do clowning. Flying Frank- 
lins ,aerialists, close the show with 
a creditable flying act. 

The clown numbers, some of 
which are old, continue to amuse 
and are in charge of Ed Raymond, 
the giraffe and comedy boxing num- 
bers probably being the best. Rhoda 
Royal directs the big show pro- 
gram and also does the anonunc- 
ing. No band is carried, but ampli- 
fied music serves. 

Fred Seymour, of ‘101 Ranch’ 
fame, is general superintendent; 
Russ Knisely, another veteran, is 
general agent; Mickey Blue is do- 
ing promotions ahead and is getting 
good batter results; Whitey Simer- 
son is boss canvasman; Tom Brock 
is handling press, tickets and is sec- 
retary. Mae Lewis is in charge of 
wardrobe and R. C. Wade is elec- 
trician. 

Following the Cleveland engage- 
ment, show will head for Michigan, 
where it will play all of July. 


PALAIS DES SPORTS 


June 7, 
lion 





Paris, 


Having bought a bankrupt 


|} show of about 40 head, Jeff Dickson, 


boxing promoter, brought it to Paris 
in his Palais des Sports, after turn- 
ing the center skating rink into a 
jungle. Show was well advertised 
and given a ritzy opening. Idea 
was to represent a lion hunt. 

Show consists, first, of a lion hunt 
by natives; second, showing the 
animals by themselves playing in 
the jungle, and also their eating 
large chunks of meat for which they 
fight together. 

The circular fence with a trans- 
parent screen showing the jungle 





ing ladders. All are good-looking 
gals, and the display gave the males | 
audience their first flash at | 
games. 

Eva Huntly with three elephants | 
works alone. Bulls take up all of | 
the stage and are a well-trained | 
trio. Finish of the act has two of | 
the bulls dragging off one who has 


done a drunk bit. Act, if the 
transportation weren't too high, | 


would be aces for vaude. 
Al Bertine, in a foot slide on a/| 
wire from the baleony to stage 
caused a few gasps. | 
Weise Trio, Evans and Young 
and Hasi and Osai, perch acts, | 
with the Weise boys using a 35- | 
focs, pole, next to closing. Work | 
of the former detracts from the| 
other acts with a pliable pole mak- | 
ing their stuff look plenty danger- | 
ous Fiying Herberts close. 
About 10 joeys walk through 
show, covering up waits with 
commonplace. 


Perfo 


the 
the 
ites, and 
on the tare | like a big show 


run 95 mir 


‘ 


first three acts are « of 


the way. Cail. 


gives an impression of seeing the 
show through branches, and repeats 
the idea of the hunting scenes pre- 


| viously shown at the Cirque d’Hiver, 


During the supposéd hunting scenes, 
some motors used in African ex- 
peditions are also in the ring. 

For the opening a lot of armed 
keepers were parading in view of 
the audience, to create impression 
that considerable danger was ate 
tached to the show, this being reine 
forced by a flock of nurses—pose- 
sibly for fainting patrons. 

Show drawing mildly, but too late 
after the Colonial Exhibition to be 
much of a hit. Mazi. 


PRISONERS’ CARNIVAL 


Auburn, N. Y., June 13. 


Auburn Prison inmates saw their 
first outdoor entertainment since 
the riots of 1929 last week when the 
Greater Sheesley Shows were per- 
mitted to give a program in the 
prison 

Carnival piayed here for the state 


convention of the Moose. 


va 
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Rockwell, breezy monologist heading the RKO 
Orpheum vaudeville. * * * He's a scream. 
—Portland “Journal.” 


but rolling in the aisles at the Sunday after- 
noon performance, . 
—Toledo “Times.” 





veneer, and interspersed with bedroom jokes 
is a riot. 
—Milwaukee “Leader.” 


MY GUARANTEE 


TION.” 


I guarantee that nothing but fresh, pure and original material is 
used in compounding the prescriptions with which I treat millions of 


people thru the radio, magazines, movies, newspapers and stage. Not 
one at a time, remember, I treat MILLIONS. — “MESS PRODUC- 


_ There never was an idea conceived that someone didn’t copy it, do 
it worse, and sell it cheaper. So why go elsewhere to be cheated? As 








the aid of a banana stalk, but his act is com- 
pletely new. 
—Rocky Mountain “News.” 





.the upholsterer’s tack said to the fat woman, “I'll get you in the end.” 


H. HAROLD GUMM 


Attorney and Personal Representative 


1540 Broadway, N. Y. C. 





Sa Las > oe es ows 


| §Riat 


1776 Broadway, 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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Telling what scientific observers think of Doctor Rockwell, 
oe a . 
the Hilarious Humbug who has kept this country from go- 
i il dl 
ing on a silver standard, surrounded by candles and flow-« 
* e e 4] 
ers. Painless Rockwell, the greatest heeler of all times, is | 
7 . 2 
{ now at the Paramount Theatre, New York, finishing a tri- 
> ° 2 
if umphant tour of the United States. And leaving behind 
in th lobbi i 
A in theatre lobbies a trail of crutches, glass eyes and rubber 
e e ° 
i girdles. See! Read! Believe! The proof of the pudding 
li i 
A A is on the vest. 
emunieal 
RKO Becomes Laugh Clinic Best of Year Odd Comedy and Rockwell Gag Rockwell Rocks ’Em with Mirth 
If some university has not by this time You are having the best chance to laugh that - Audience You undoubtedly should see Dr. Rockwell. It 
awarded George Rockwell a degree which leg- the theatre has given you this year in the . S , i ee doesn’t make any difference what your com- 
“ ” : : From Doctor Rockwell's first entrance, to the y 
imately entitles him te the ‘‘Doctor,”’ it is high appearance at the Mainstreet of Dr. Rockwell, accompaniment of a ‘“‘Quack! Quack! Quack!’’ plaint, he is a specialist in all complaints. His 
time one did. Certainly a more effective pan- the little man with the barking professional chorus from the orchestra, to his closing gag clinic is in the Orpheum theatre. And if he 
acea for the doldrums, evidenced by that feel- manner and the big cigar. Dr. Rockwell, one he kept the audience howling, and he frequent- doesn’t make you laugh a whole row of laughs, 
ing of drooping chin, heaving bosom and quiv- of the most expensive comedians on the stage, ly had to step out and check the tumult so he big ones and little ones, you should immediately 
ering Ups, cannot be found. Docter Rockwell is back, presenting his own very peculiar theo- could go on with the show. start worrying about yourself. 
dispels the causes of those symptoms simply by ries of anatomy with the aid of a fife, a hat- —Portland “Oregonian.” Snokane “Spokesman Revtew.” ; 
making you relax and forget through laughter. rack and an assortment of coat hangers. * = ¢ . . 
‘ ° ie : « . . 
- iy a all too rarely hereabouts. Don't Kansas City “Star. . 3 , Rockwell Worth Admission ; 
a - —rL. A. “Examiner.” Doc” Rockwell's Fun : *“Doc’’ Rockwell alone, with his laconic, well« . 
Keeps Crowd Convulsed Rockwell fills a niche all his own in vaude- timed gags in his mock clinic, is worthy of the 
Z ‘ i Dr. Rockwell, maker of fine cigar ashes since — a yp egg tee Pgs —— re ae price of admission. 
Doctor Rockwell Scores in Rivoli 1889, presides over another of hia famously bly comte, ‘There. is aroliery ‘a every word wneaneens Seah LGC envne aid of Semen, 
A topnotch vaudeville bill headed by the one foolish clinics at the RKO Orpheum. If it of his monologue, every gesture, and even in Some of his jokes, if tried by less accomplished, 
and only Doctor Rockwell, whose painless doesn’t hurt you to laugh he will make you his walk as he capers on and off stage, slashes professionals, would fail of effect. But every 
treatments cure the most chronic case of the forget your mental and physical ills, He cured a buxom singer’s dress with his trusty scis- thing he says and does is hilariously funny 
blues, make this week’s —e at the RKO- a house full yesterday afternoon. f sora, Or invades a dance act for no good rea- from the moment of ‘his appearance until his } 
ts one of the most entertaining of recent hg pl age y Se, oe ar pate | son except adding to the world’s supply of feat Wed,” An & matter. Of Wait; Sh Den Om 
‘ 4 s . 1 7h i o 
The inimitable Rockwell has been prescribing after the doctor finishes his instructive medical a Seattle “Post-Intelligencer.” aaa ae a ng rages Bd #4... 
laughter for audiences these many years with tal he introduces the Electric Trio. And it ; ' c : at show is one of the best of the season at 
notable results and his present lecture, inter- isn't so much what they do as what Dr. Rock- the Orpheum ; 
spersed with illustrations on a most remarkable well says about them that makes the act lit- Quaint Quackery ae —Denver “Post.” 
skeleton and a couple of ‘‘musical treatments’’ tle short of a riot. : : . 
on an undersized flute, took his hearers by —Seattle “Times.” If you can’t laugh &t the gabbie and insane 
storm Sunday afternoon. ; logic of this unique comedian, you should go Stops Any Show 
—Toledo “Blade.” have somehody look at your tongue: or take P. B. Publico wae effectively, if not perma 
Columbus Discovers Dr. Rockwell round of calomel. From the time he launches nently, cured of his melancholy at the Ore 
: o hi i 
ll i ligh d pheum last night and found himself rolling in 
One Roar After Another eiaank"ausneequiaae te the ‘buunaen: te wales —_ 2 ee ee yrs age Ms dn the aisles in uncontrolled mirth directly after : 
It was one roar of merriment after another on the stage, keeps up a rapidfire conversation a heletel gesture he | ros bie audience. ia the dosage was administered. This is true of - 
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